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Prologue
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Have you ever heard of a pirate so terrifying that ships turned and fled just at the sight of his flag? A man with a wild black beard, fire in his eyes, and smoke curling from under his hat? That was Blackbeard—the most feared pirate of the seas!

Long ago, during the Golden Age of Piracy, Blackbeard ruled the waters of the Atlantic with his powerful ship and loyal crew. But behind the scary stories and daring raids lies a fascinating tale of adventure, mystery, and courage. Who was the real man behind the legend? How did he become the most famous pirate in history?

In this book, you’ll travel through time to meet the real Blackbeard, explore his world, and uncover the secrets of a pirate life. So, hoist the sails and prepare to set off on a journey you won’t forget—into the thrilling life of Blackbeard the pirate!
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Chapter 1: The Boy Who Would Be a Pirate
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Before Blackbeard became the most feared pirate on the seas, he was just a boy like any other, growing up in a world full of ships, sailors, and stories of treasure. No one really knows exactly when or where he was born, but many historians believe he came into the world around the year 1680 in Bristol, England. His real name wasn’t even Blackbeard—it was probably Edward Teach or Thatch. He wouldn’t grow a beard, wear pistols across his chest, or light fuses in his hat for many years. But even as a young boy, Edward was surrounded by stories that would shape his future.

Bristol was a busy port city, filled with ships that came and went carrying sugar, spices, tobacco, and sometimes even gold. The docks were noisy with the sounds of sailors shouting, wooden barrels rolling, and waves slapping against the hulls of giant sailing ships. Every day, young Edward would walk past the tall masts and wonder what it would be like to sail far away from home. He may have watched wide-eyed as rough-looking men with tattoos and earrings shared wild tales of sea monsters, shipwrecks, and buried treasure. These stories lit a spark in his imagination, and the sea began calling to him louder and louder.

Life in the late 1600s wasn’t easy, especially for families who didn’t have much money. Edward might have learned to read and write if his parents could afford to send him to school, but many boys in port cities learned by doing. He may have helped carry supplies to ships, learned how to tie knots from local sailors, or practiced climbing ropes by playing with his friends near the docks. Some historians think he might have come from a family with enough money to give him a bit of an education, which would explain why he was known later for being clever and smart. Unlike some pirates who could barely sign their name, Edward could read maps, understand letters, and make plans that helped him become successful as a pirate leader.

As Edward got older, he probably became an apprentice or helper on a ship. This meant learning everything about sailing: how to hoist sails, steer the wheel, clean the deck, and store cargo. He may have worked on merchant ships that sailed to the Caribbean, where European countries were fighting over land and riches. This part of the world was full of opportunity and danger. Storms could sink a ship. Pirates could attack. Disease could spread. But for someone like Edward, it was also a place where a boy could become something more—something legendary.

During this time, he might have joined the British Royal Navy or worked as a privateer. Privateers were sailors who were allowed by their government to attack enemy ships and take their goods. In a way, it was legal piracy. This gave young Edward a taste of adventure, as well as a chance to learn the art of naval fighting. He learned how to fire cannons, swing swords, and command a crew. He watched officers lead men into battle and probably dreamed of one day becoming a captain himself. Though he was not yet a pirate, he was gaining all the skills he would need to become one.

As Edward sailed across the sea and spent more time in the Caribbean, he started to see how unfair and greedy the world could be. Big, rich companies made fortunes by using slave labor and controlling trade. Ordinary sailors were often treated badly, paid little, and punished harshly. Edward may have started to feel that life as a pirate—living free and taking what you wanted—was better than working hard for someone else and never getting ahead. Pirates shared their treasure and voted on decisions. It was dangerous, yes, but it offered freedom, adventure, and excitement.

Eventually, Edward made a choice that would change his life forever. He left behind the world of rules and laws and joined a pirate crew. He gave up his old life and started carving out a new one with sword and cannon. No longer just a curious boy from England, he was on his way to becoming something far more fearsome. At first, he served under another pirate captain named Benjamin Hornigold, learning even more about piracy and how to command a ship. But soon, Edward would strike out on his own and become the pirate captain known around the world as Blackbeard.

Looking back, it’s amazing to think about how one boy’s love of the sea, thirst for adventure, and desire to live life on his own terms led him down the path to pirate fame. From watching ships in a bustling harbor to commanding his own terrifying fleet, Edward Teach’s journey from boyhood to Blackbeard shows us that even the wildest dreams can come true—if you're brave enough to chase them across the sea.
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Chapter 2: Life on the High Seas

[image: image]


Sailing the seas as a pirate may sound like a grand adventure filled with treasure maps, sword fights, and secret islands, but life on the high seas during Blackbeard’s time was anything but easy. It was exciting, yes, but it was also filled with danger, discomfort, and lots of hard work. Pirates like Blackbeard didn’t just hop onto a ship and set sail for gold—they had to deal with the wild, unpredictable ocean, survive storms and shipwrecks, and live in tight spaces with lots of other people for weeks or even months at a time. Life on the high seas was a mix of freedom, fear, fun, and frustration, all rolled into one watery adventure.

A pirate ship was like a floating city, but much smaller and much rougher. The ship had different parts that each served a purpose. The main deck was where the pirates worked, hoisting sails, steering the ship, or preparing for battle. Below that were dark, cramped rooms called the hold and the lower deck, where the crew stored food, supplies, and weapons. Pirates also slept down there, often in hammocks strung from the wooden beams. There were no private rooms, no soft beds, and certainly no air conditioning. It could get hot, stuffy, and very smelly, especially when there were a lot of men packed into a small space.

Pirates didn’t have kitchens like we do today. They had something called a “galley,” which was a small cooking area with a fireproof box called a stove. The food was simple and often not very tasty. Pirates ate things like salted meat, dry biscuits called hardtack, and sometimes beans or rice. Fresh fruits and vegetables didn’t last long on ships, so many pirates didn’t get enough vitamins. That led to diseases like scurvy, which made their gums bleed and their teeth fall out. Clean drinking water was also hard to come by, so they often drank something called “grog,” which was a mix of water and alcohol that helped kill germs.

Even though life was tough, pirates had some good times too. They played music with fiddles, drums, and whistles, and they danced on the deck to pass the time. Some pirates told stories or played card games or dice to entertain themselves. They also loved to brag about their adventures and treasures. A ship could feel like one big family—especially since pirates had to rely on each other to stay alive. Everyone had a job to do. Some were lookouts, some cleaned the ship, some cooked, and others fired the cannons. If someone slacked off or caused trouble, they might get punished or even thrown off the ship.

Pirates didn’t follow the same rules as other sailors. They had their own pirate code, which was like a set of laws for the crew to follow. The code said things like how treasure would be shared, who would take over if the captain died, and how to treat
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