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Foreword

			By Kevin Roberts, President of The Heritage Foundation

			Frederick Douglass argued that “the liberties of the American people were dependent upon the Ballot-box, the Jury-box, and the Cartridge-box.”1 Conservatives have grown accustomed to political fights over the latter two. Everywhere progressives dominate, from Blue States to college campuses, the right to bear arms and the rights to equal justice and due process are under threat. But historically, even most conservatives have taken the integrity of American elections for granted.

			We’ve all heard stories of urban party machines registering dead folks to vote and frontier elections turning on which candidates offered supporters more rewards. But those tales are handed down as aberrant, rakish folklore—corruption, sure, but of a harmless, victimless sort, better answered with knowing humor than outrage. In a 1958 speech to reporters, then-Senator John F. Kennedy famously jujitsued attacks against his family’s enormous wealth by tapping just this vein of political comedy:

			“I have just received the following wire from my generous daddy: ‘Dear Jack – Don’t buy a single vote more than necessary – I’ll be damned if I am going to pay for a landslide.’”

			It is probably not a coincidence that voter fraud is given the kid-gloves treatment by the American media since its most notorious practitioners have always been on the political left: the Long Machine in Louisiana, the Daley Machine in Chicago, the Curley Machine in Boston, the Pendergast Machine in Kansas City, and Tammany Hall in New York. Were voter fraud and machine corruption staples of conservative politics, you can bet America’s elite institutions would take a less sanguine view of it. Characters like Huey Long, James Michael Curley, and Boss Tweed would be remembered not as Robin Hoods and “rascal kings” but as irredeemable, predatory thugs.

			The political press tries to avoid scrutiny of their hypocrisy by adopting a smug schizophrenia on the issue: wryly romanticizing liberals’ long, documented, and oft-prosecuted perpetration of voter fraud, while also insisting that it never happens and has never happened and conservatives who say otherwise are lying and racist and trying to steal elections.

			Both of these narratives cannot be true. Fred V. Lucas has proven both to be false. The Myth of Voter Suppression marshals years of investigative research and reporting into a timely and definitive guide to American election integrity and its enemies.

			Lucas traces the Left’s history of corrupting Douglass’s “ballot box.” He removes partisan historians’ rose-colored—or, who are we kidding, blue-tinted—glasses and uncovers the truth: campaigns of voter fraud were rarely good-hearted mischief. They were almost always racketeering conspiracies against the American people, almost always preying on the rights of poor and minority communities, and almost always in the service of Democratic Party elites.

			Those campaigns also never ended. As Lucas demonstrates in the chapters that follow, the Left’s election-fraud tactics may have evolved over the years, but their blithe contempt for election integrity is as strong as it ever was.

			The good news is today the American people are better informed and more empowered to stop it. Election integrity has become a critical issue in local, state, and national politics. In the wake of various irregularities surrounding the 2020 elections, nineteen states reformed their laws to require voter identification, signature verification for mail-in ballots, clean up old voter rolls, and prohibit ripe-for-corruption practices like ballot harvesting.

			The Democrats’ multi-million-dollar “voter suppression hysteria industrial complex” has tried to smear all of the above as bigoted attacks against voting rights. But the public is on to the con. Voter ID laws aren’t “controversial”—they consistently garner 80 percent support in public opinion polls, including 60 percent of Democrats. Nor does anyone seriously object to updated voter rolls. Both reforms were recommended by a 2005 bipartisan election commission led by Democrat former President Jimmy Carter and Republican former Secretary of State James Baker.

			The biggest reason the Left’s hysteria has fallen on deaf ears is that voter fraud still happens all the time! The Heritage Foundation maintains a database of more than 1,300 prosecuted offenses across the country in recent years. More than a dozen elections were overturned because of fraud.

			Faced with this reality, Democrat politicians and their PR firm, the mainstream media, try to change the subject to Donald Trump’s accusations about the 2020 election. But it’s a trick.

			You don’t have to believe Joe Biden is an illegitimate president to recognize voter fraud is alive and well, still very much a part of the Democrat Party’s political strategy, and easily restricted by popular, commonsense election integrity laws.

			That’s the Left’s real fear here: not that election integrity laws are evil, but that they are effective. That’s why they prefer to demonize rather than rebut reformers’ arguments. Any attempt to fight fraud is met with unhinged attacks about “Jim Crow 2.0,” “Jim Eagle,” and “The Big Lie.” (It never occurs to the Democrats hurling these baseless insults that Jim Crow 1.0 was their idea.) It’s utter nonsense, of course, but also in keeping with the Left’s general hypocrisy and dishonesty on these issues.

			Their pious outrage about 2020 aside, liberals have no compunction about questioning election outcomes when they lose. Nancy Pelosi routinely called George W. Bush the “president select” after his narrow victory in the 2000 election against Al Gore. Hillary Clinton called Donald Trump an “illegitimate president” throughout his term. The entire Democratic caucus in Congress promoted the “Russia Hoax.” Stacey Abrams has made a lucrative career out of pretending she won the 2018 Georgia gubernatorial race. The media never portrayed any of these as a “lie,” big or otherwise. Whatever else you may think about Donald Trump, the media’s pearl-clutching coverage of his post-election defiance is utterly partisan and performative.

			What is sincere is the American people’s desire for free, fair elections in which it is easy to vote and hard to cheat.

			And to the Left’s consternation, that is what the post-2020 state reforms delivered. During the 2022 primaries, states that tightened up their voter ID laws have seen turnout rise. On the other hand, deep blue California, whose election rules have gone in the other direction, saw voter turnout fall. The upshot of voter ID, clean voter rolls, and simple, transparent voting procedures seems to be more voters and increased trust in the process.

			The real question is, why does the Democratic Party oppose free, fair, and credible elections?

			The Myth of Voter Suppression answers that question. It is more than an eye-opening history or a tightly-argued policy brief. It is a concise, accessible, indispensable handbook to the most important challenge facing American democracy today.





INTRODUCTION

			War Over Elections

			Eric Swalwell generally seems to serve no higher purpose in public life than booking appearances on cable news programming and frequently providing comic relief to critics with a messy personal life. Though to kick off 2022, the California congressman cranked up alarmism about the midterm election. It would be America’s last election, he warned.

			“I’m worried that if Republicans win in the midterm elections, that voting as we know it in this country will be gone. They’re already putting as many barriers to the ballot box as possible in Arizona, Florida, Texas, Georgia. And on the other side of the finish line, they’re putting in place processes where they could reverse the outcome even if we crawl through glass and run through the fire to get to the ballot box,” Swalwell, a Democrat, told Chris Hayes on MSNBC. “And so if they are able to win the House, the damage they could do to permanently make it difficult to vote and just alter the way that we participate in the democratic process could be irreversible. This is not only the most important election. If we don’t get it right, it could be the last election. Because they’re also putting in place what I believe is a way to make sure that Donald Trump wins with what they’re doing across state legislatures to allow them to reverse the outcome and the electoral college.”2

			Swalwell didn’t bother explaining how Arizona, Florida, Texas, and Georgia were putting up “barriers to the ballot box.” He certainly didn’t explain how the GOP would “reverse the outcome” of elections. He was on MSNBC, so he of course knew he wouldn’t have to explain or get any follow-up questions from Hayes. He either knew this isn’t true, or he’s so committed to his party’s talking points that he doesn’t care.

			Though Swalwell’s warning about being in the abyss of tyranny seemed rather unhinged, he was essentially following the script Democrats have floated at least since roughly 2006, when his party first challenged the constitutionality of Indiana’s voter ID law. The Supreme Court, in a 6–3 ruling, upheld ID law, asserting states have an interest in protecting their elections.3

			The phrase “voter suppression” is itself politically-loaded, intended to be overly broad and lacking any legal foundation, as this book explains later. The hysteria behind the myth of rampant voter suppression has been mainstreamed because of institutional support and turned into a strategy for building an old-school political machine similar to those run by big city bosses—only this time taking it national.

			With clearance from the Supreme Court, mostly Republican-leaning states and many purple states began adopting voter ID and other election integrity measures, such as removing the names of deceased individuals from voter registration rolls.

			Such measures generally had popular support, as thirty-five states now have voter ID requirements. However, Democrats and nonprofit allies such as the Brennan Center for Justice, a legal think tank at New York University, Democrat super lawyer Marc Elias, and other key figures and institutions launched a legal jihad and invoked voter suppression—occasionally even trying to scare Americans about “Jim Crow 2.0,” a reference to one of the worst eras in American history. The fact is that if most Democrats had their way through enacting federal legislation to scrap election safeguards, the country would be closer to a Tammany Hall 2.0.

			Evangelist of the Suppression Religion

			The voter suppression hysteria industrial complex was entrenched with establishment political and media backing, but it was not strong or believable without a compelling messenger. Enter Stacey Abrams, a charismatic Democratic leader in the Georgia state legislature who talked about the dangers of voter suppression during her 2018 campaign for Georgia governor against Republican Secretary of State Brian Kemp. She ran a strong campaign but lost by fifty-five thousand votes to Kemp.

			We’ve heard certain politicians and pundits sound repulsed that a losing politician would refuse to accept defeat and make a string of unfounded allegations of a rigged process that could risk undermining public confidence in the entire electoral process. That’s how Democrats describe Donald Trump’s “Stop the Steal” crusade after losing the 2020 election.

			Two years earlier, Stacey Abrams took that same stance after losing the state of Georgia to Kemp by about five times as many votes as Joe Biden defeated Trump by in the Peach State. Yet, much of the mainstream media says Trump’s insistence that he really won in 2020 is a threat to democracy while casting Abrams as a courageous champion for voting rights.

			Abrams, since that election loss, gave the Democrats a powerful spokesperson that they didn’t have with the Brennan Center and a cadre of partisan election lawyers. The Left went from uninspiring legal eggheads to the inspiring oratory of Abrams about the rigged system that Republicans are imposing on America. She turned her election loss into a national empire, establishing a network of nonprofits.

			Abrams became the pastor who spread the religion of large-scale voter suppression and labeled a 2021 law in her state that expanded a voter ID requirement to absentee ballots as being “Jim Crow 2.0.” Abrams gained fame in the Democratic Party that she may not have attained had she been elected governor by insisting without evidence that she is the rightful Georgia governor had she not been robbed through voter suppression. Evidence? The Republicans probably suppressed the evidence along with all the votes that would have made her governor.

			When Did Election Security Become Partisan?

			A back-bencher congressman talking about the last American election and a sour grapes candidate who lost a governor’s race are one thing.

			One might expect more from the president of the United States. In Statuary Hall at the US Capitol, marking the one-year anniversary since rioters stormed the seat of government on January 6, 2021, President Biden was expected to offer a somber tone. Instead, he used it to deliver red meat for the Democrat base, largely attacking Trump and repeating broad claims of state voter suppression without naming states nor explaining how such states suppressed anyone’s vote.

			“Right now, in state after state, new laws are being written—not to protect the vote, but to deny it; not only to suppress the vote, but to subvert it; not to strengthen or protect our democracy, but because the former president lost,” Biden said, referring to Trump. “Instead of looking at the election results from 2020 and saying they need new ideas or better ideas to win more votes, the former president and his supporters have decided the only way for them to win is to suppress your vote and subvert our elections. It’s wrong. It’s undemocratic. And frankly, it’s un-American.”

			In 2021, there were nineteen states—including those referenced by Swalwell—that passed election law reforms, which this book will detail later. In summary, most of the laws added a voter ID requirement to absentee ballots—meaning voters needed to provide either a driver’s license number or the last four digits of their Social Security number in the absentee ballot application form. Generally, the laws codified a return to pre-COVID-19 voting procedures. Many of the measures also restricted ballot harvesting, which is the practice of allowing political operatives to game the absentee voting process that has been frequently used to intimidate voters. Some states opted to do a better job of cleaning voter registration rolls to remove the names of the deceased or those who moved out of the locality or state. A few states changed the makeup of state election boards.

			It wasn’t that long ago that such state laws would have had broad national consensus. In 2005, the bipartisan Commission on Federal Election Reform, co-chaired by former Democrat President Jimmy Carter and former Republican Secretary of State James Baker, called for states to increase voter ID requirements, expressed skepticism about mail-in and absentee voting, and called for a halt to ballot harvesting for states to clear dead people off the voter registration lists, allow authorized election observers to monitor ballot counting, and to ensure voting machines work properly.4

			A war over elections has ensued in which to some degree both sides are unwilling to accept an election outcome and make pre-Election Day excuses for losing to discredit the other party’s victory and tag the winner with a taint of illegitimacy. It did not have to be this way. The Carter-Baker commission report provided a bipartisan road map for election reforms that could have increased the public’s confidence in the integrity of the vote. Instead, when some states dared to act on the reforms that could have instilled confidence in elections, Democrats viciously attacked the reforms to stir more mistrust of the electoral process.

			In 2021 and 2022 this boiled over into a battle between Congress and states. As states passed more anti-fraud measures, US House and Senate Democratic leaders have sought to undo those measures and expand voting to, in fact, make it easier to cheat. In response to Republican-led state efforts, congressional Democrats all but declared a national crisis and threatened to eliminate the Senate filibuster, pushing federal laws aimed at nationalizing election law and nullifying existing state election laws. More absurdly, Democrats are calling these proposals “voting rights” bills. That’s clever labeling. Who could be against voting rights? Even better labeling, Democrats brought up the “For the People Act” in early 2021. Apparently, anyone opposing such legislation is against the people.

			Such legislation is not in the tradition of the 1993 National Voter Registration Act and the 2002 Help America Vote Act, both of which were built on the success of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. All three of these laws were broadly bipartisan. By contrast, Democrats in Congress have sought to use their narrow majority for a partisan power grab.

			The mammoth “For the People” bill would eliminate most state voter ID laws, expand ballot harvesting, mandate Election Day voter registration, and require no-excuse absentee voting in all states. In many respects, this would lock in the advantages Democrats reaped from the COVID-19 election rules. This same law also would have required states to appoint unelected bureaucracies to draw up congressional districts based on the view that Republicans benefit more than Democrats from gerrymandering.

			Republicans called this proposal the “Corrupt Politicians Act.” The bill hailed as “voting rights legislation” in the pages of the New York Times and on MSNBC passed the House but died from a Senate filibuster.

			Democrats proposed a more scaled-down version in the “Freedom to Vote Act” that imposes national Election Day voter registration, automatic voter registration, and absentee voting requirements on states, as well as the gerrymandering proposal. The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (named for the late civil rights hero turned Georgia congressman) would require federal approval of state election law changes. These bills similarly passed the House and were stalled in the 50–50 Senate, with a functioning Democrat majority after the 2020 election relying on the tie-breaking vote of Vice President Kamala Harris.

			Free and Fair Elections in Peril?

			The United States of America that has done so much to spread democracy around the world, the nation that Ben Franklin remarked was “a republic if you can keep it,” is divided regarding the trustworthiness of elections themselves. In a country polarized along so many other issues, both parties express fear that free and fair elections are in peril. They vociferously disagree on both the diagnosis and the cure.

			Democrats affirm, some with hysterical flair, that voter suppression is the problem. However, legitimate and adjudicated cases of eligible voters prevented from voting are at best miniscule, and when caught have usually been prosecuted. Vote denial, voter intimidation, and voter dilution are illegal. So, when, for lack of a better term, “suppression” occurs, it violates federal and most state laws.

			After Abrams called the 2021 Georgia law “Jim Crow 2.0,” and President Biden upped the ante by calling the Georgia law “Jim Eagle,” corporate giants wanted to out-virtue signal one another to show how opposed they were to the election law, including Coke, Patagonia, Delta, Mailchimp, and notably Major League Baseball.

			Comparing the actual Georgia law—ID for mail-in voting, restrictions on ballot harvesting, and putting ballot drop boxes in statute—with the hyperbole about the law is rather astonishing. The same could be said of Texas, Florida, Arizona, Iowa, and other states that passed election reforms that Democrats slandered as racist.

			“Jim Crow” can be cheap rhetoric when aimed at southern states—or even red states. Joe Biden’s own state of Delaware has more restrictions than Georgia on early voting, and so does New York. Even the Brennan Center for Justice—which specializes in racial demagoguery on voting laws—was at least consistent enough to call the New York state voting system, “the worst in the country.” A UC Irvine election law scholar said if New York “were a southern Republican state, there would be protests and calls for businesses to boycott [the state], because it’s that terrible.” 5

			In fact, it was in New York—not Georgia, Alabama, or Mississippi—where 125,000 registered Democrats in Brooklyn were dumped from the rolls ahead of the hotly contested Democratic presidential primary between Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders. This occurred during what was supposed to be a routine removal of ineligible voters, but the New York Times reported at the time, “Amid an investigation into the New York City Board of Elections and widespread complaints about voters being turned away from the polls on Tuesday, it now seems likely that many legitimate voters were mistakenly disenfranchised.” 6

			Still, New York may have the worst of both worlds. In the absence of a voter ID law, those other New York restrictions don’t seem to make the ballots there more secure. More on that later.

			Ballot Wars

			The stated intent of the 2021 state election reforms is to make it easier to vote and harder to cheat. Even the skeptical view that these laws help Republicans win is rooted in the fact that GOP lawmakers have reason over decades to defend against fraud. Moreover, evidence is lacking that any such measures suppress anyone’s vote.

			The fact is Democrats used COVID-19 to implement much of the voting agenda it had pushed for decades and to normalize what had previously been shady voting behavior.

			A war is being fought in this country. The battlefields are Congress, in state legislative chambers, and in the courts. At stake are American democracy and the integrity of elections. The two warring narratives overlap—voter fraud vs. voter suppression—and both have historical legitimacies. But regarding the current times, only one narrative has facts to support it. The other has only emotion and inflammatory rhetoric.

			The war is theoretically not about who wins and loses, only how the game is played. But of course, the war is about who wins and loses. The Left says voter suppression is a big problem. The Right says voter fraud is a big problem.

			Thus, anytime a law to prevent voter fraud is proposed, left-wing politicians and pressure groups howl about voter suppression and dredge up an ugly era of American history. This is not rooted in fact, but it is an excuse for opposing what polls show the vast majority of Americans of all races support—a trustworthy election system.

			Neither voter fraud nor voter suppression presently poses an existential threat to the republic. But we do know elections have been stolen or attempted to be stolen through fraud. While stubborn facts weigh heavily with the threat being voter fraud, the ugly history of voter suppression in America still makes the mere words a salient and emotional talking point that is more effective than any evidence Republicans might tout.

			Going back to the days when Aaron Burr established Tammany Hall, voter fraud has been part of the Democratic Party’s playbook. They are not uniquely guilty, as Republicans have done many underhanded things over the decades. But Democrats tend to be better at fraud. The war today is not so different from the machine politics era of Tammany Hall in New York, the Daley machine in Chicago, the Pendergast machine in Kansas City, and various machines across the country with the single-minded priority of getting out their vote by almost any means necessary.

			Eventually, voter suppression would also be key to the Democratic Party’s playbook as well until it became an unsustainable strategy. Jim Crow was entirely about racism, but it was rooted in a long-standing Democratic Party tendency to twist voting laws and procedures as a means of winning elections. That was the commonality the Jim Crow laws of the South had with the political machines in northern industrial states. It is also the commonality of what Democrats are pushing in Congress today with the “For the People Act” and other Orwellian-named proposals intended to maintain a permanent majority.

			In the past, reformers—who identified as progressives—battled the political machines, fought in favor of the secret ballot, and fought against voter intimidation and voter fraud. The problem today is that many self-styled reformers and progressives on the left are in league with modern-day machines actively pushing laws to undermine the secret ballot and make voter intimidation and voter fraud easier—and are using race as the cudgel to do so.





PART ONE





Chapter 1

			The Interwoven History of Fraud and Suppression

			Sen. Joe Biden explained his opposition to a proposal floated by the president of his own party when Jimmy Carter backed Election Day voter registration in 1977. The first-term Delaware senator wrote, a “reservation I have and one that is apparently shared by some of the top officials within the Department of Justice is that the president’s proposal could lead to a serious increase in vote fraud.”7

			Today, Democrats would label such sentiments as voter suppression.

			Over a decade, Biden’s concern about fraud didn’t wane, as he teamed with then-freshman Sen. Mitch McConnell of Kentucky for the bipartisan Anti-Corruption Act that passed in 1989. Biden said, “Current law does not permit prosecution of election fraud…This bill makes it a federal offense to corrupt any state or local election process.”8

			His metamorphosis on this matter appears to have occurred while serving as vice president in the Obama administration that sued states for enacting voter ID laws and clearing the names of the dead from voter registration lists. In a 2014 speech at Allen University in South Carolina, Vice President Biden rhetorically asked, “Why, without any proof of voter fraud, have 81 bills been introduced in state legislative bodies…to make it harder for people to vote?”

			Biden almost surely knew better than to say, “without any proof of voter fraud.” He simply parroted the party line that any anti-fraud measures—even those he might have supported a decade earlier—were nothing more than voter suppression.

			By the time he was president, as his party was claiming a new Georgia election reform would suppress voting, Biden even said, “This makes Jim Crow look like Jim Eagle. I mean, this is gigantic what they’re trying to do, and it cannot be sustained.”

			It’s not entirely clear what that even means other than eagles are bigger than crows, thus the Georgia law must be worse than the original Jim Crow era. That evidently meant that a state law requiring ID for absentee ballots was worse than poll taxes, literacy tests, and fire hoses that existed in the days when Democrats George Wallace, Bull Connor, and James O. Eastland tried to prevent Blacks from voting.

			Perhaps awkwardly, Biden was actually one-upping the party line on the Georgia law.

			After Gov. Brian Kemp signed the Georgia election reform into law, which included requiring voter ID for absentee voting, bans on ballot harvesting, and restructuring the state board of elections, the self-proclaimed rightful governor of Georgia, Stacey Abrams, framed the talking points for the party.

			“Now, more than ever, Americans must demand federal action to protect voting rights as we continue to fight against these blatantly unconstitutional efforts that are nothing less than Jim Crow 2.0,” Abrams said.

			Abrams emerged as the leading spokesperson for the voter suppression hysteria industrial complex made up of various politicians and interest groups on the left peddling scare tactics and smears, trying to convince the public America is stuck in the 1870s.
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