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This document contains information on
the creature known as Bigfoot. The creature has also been called
“Sasquatch” and many other names. To conduct this research, I
scoured every source I could find, visited as many places as I
could, and spoke with as many people as possible. My goal was, and
still is, to better understand. I’m sharing this study to help you
in your own research and learning.
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BIGFOOT Encounters in
Michigan’s Thumb

(Sightings and Evidence of
Their Presence)

 



INTRODUCTION


The land that is Michigan has existed for
thousands of years—although it only became a state in 1837. It had
a cold beginning, yet it produced rugged, hardy people who could
survive in any weather and accept all that nature sent.

 


Eleven thousand years ago,
Michigan’s land mass was underwater and covered by a great inland
sea. At the time, all the land on earth was connected as a
supercontinent. We called it Pangaea in 1927. Around 8900 BCE,
frigid weather covered the northern latitudes producing great
sheets of ice called glaciers. As these massive glaciers
formed, they moved forward (southward)
with slow but irresistible force gouging out boulders from the
rock, grinding them into smaller pieces, producing gravel, sand and
clay. The ice formation caused the ocean
levels to reduce and the water covering what was to be
called Michigan became land-locked. The salt in it gathered in layers on the
bottom and filled fissures that would become great salt mines. As
the sea disappeared, the present Great Lakes became river valleys.
A second glacier period about 4,000 years ago caused the ice mass
to again covered the area.

 


Somewhere around 2600 BCE the second
glacier period ended and the earth warmed. The glaciers began to
melt and water levels increased. This was also about the time of
the Great Flood described in the Bible—a catastrophic event that
started in the Mediterranean area during the Bronze Age. There was
so much water being produced by the melting glaciers that Pangaea
began to drift apart. This continental drift resulted in the seven
continents we know today—North America, South America, Europe,
Asia, Africa, Australia, and Antarctica.

 


When the last great glacier over North
America receded far enough to allow the melted ice-water to drain
away from the state and out to the ocean, they left the present
Great Lakes of which Saginaw Bay is a part. This bay has a coast
line of several hundred miles in length although its shores lie 580
feet above sea level.

 


A number of “Little Ice Age” events
occurred after this time—1150-1460 CE, 1560-1608 CE, 1645-1715 CE,
and 1815-1890CE, but they were never as severe as the glacial
periods.

 


The land that is Michigan is generally
low and sandy. Many sand ridges surround swamps causing early
explorers to consider the land worthless. Even early geography
books declared that the interior of Michigan was an impenetrable
swamp. This impeded settlement leaving Indians the early
residents.

 


Gradually trees and huge forests grew
and about 80 varieties of trees—white and Norway pine, spruce,
cedar, hard and soft maple, smooth and shagbark hickory, tamarac,
birch, hemlock, basswood, white and black ash, elm, oak, beech, and
a number of cone-bearing evergreen trees and deciduous trees that
shed their leaves in the fall. Soon vast areas of forest covered
the land as far as the eyes could see, and lumber became a top crop
for construction as civilization spread over the world.

 


Oak and hard wood trees grew in the
heavy clay soil, and pine, and hemlock, grew in the sandy soil.
Wild fruit such as plums, grapes, wild crab apples, red and black
raspberries, strawberries, and huckleberries grew everywhere. The
oak trees produced acorn, or oak nut, favorite food of the
squirrels. A single mature oak tree could drop 2,000 pounds of
acorns in a good year. Other trees produced walnuts, chestnuts,
hickory nuts, and hazelnuts. The forests produced plenty of food
for the animals and birds to eat. And nature seemed good for
everyone.

 


Water was always an issue. As winter
snow melted, there were no ditches to carry the water away out to
the larger lakes leading down toward the open waters of the
Atlantic. Thus spring run-offs filled the local rivers and lakes.
But much of the water just laid on the ground until it eventually
evaporated or soaked into the water table. Much of it became part
of marshes and swamp land.

 


Tamarack trees,
a deciduous conifer that
drops needles in the fall, grew abundantly
in the wet ground creating what came to be known as boreal
bogs. A
boreal bog
is a low area that
accumulates peat, a deposit of dead plant material, and other
mosses. The soil is typically acidic and low in nutrients. Often
water flowing out of the bog is brown from dissolved peat tannins.
A tamarack swamp is a boreal bog named after the tamarack
tree. Lapeer was
once divided by a tamarack swamp.

 


These wetlands
are home to special plants such as balsam fir, black spruce,
orchid, sedge, floating manna grass, hemlock, sphagnum moss (peat
moss) and Canadian fauna. These wetland bogs are also important
homes for birds, dragonfly, and frogs. And they provide habitat for
mammals such as black bear, wolverine, and beaver. It’s likely they
are also home to Bigfoot.

 


When some of my ancestors
settled in Kilmanaugh near what is now Sebewaing, taking advantage
of low priced land, most of them tried farming. But standing water
was always an issue. My great, great aunt wrote a diary about her
life there in the late 1800s. She said the land was flat. They cut
out a road from Kilmanaugh into Sebewaing, and settlers put up
fences to separate their land. But there were no ditches to take
the spring thaws away, so about three inches of water covered
everything as far as the eye could see. Perhaps this is really
where the expression, “Michigan water
wonderland” came from.

 


The waters in the lakes,
rivers, and streams teemed with fish and when ditches were dug to
carry much of the standing water away, one hardy fish, the carp,
used the ditches to swim upstream and find spawning areas just like
the salmon in the Pacific Northwest. Carp (Cyprindae) is a freshwater fish that
grows fast and is commonly 12” (31 cm) long reaching a max length
of 44” (110 cm). Typically when spawning, these fish are about 12’
long. Carp are invasive and push out other more desirable fish
species. They are an oily fish so were considered less tasty than
bass, perch, or other freshwater fish, but they were readily
available. As a kid, I remember seeing carp swimming up the
ditches, pushing a small wake as they moved incessantly forward. We
would sometimes catch them in pails, letting them go further
upstream past blockages in the ditch. These were likely the common
European carp. More exotic versions of carp include goldfish and
koi. Fish were everywhere.

 


The deep forests, open woods,
prairies, and swamps provided safe havens for a great variety of
animal life—moose, deer, elk, bear, wolf, bobcat, lynx, wolverine,
beaver, otter, muskrat, and mink. An ample supply of wild berries,
seeds, nuts, and insects gave the bird life plenty of daily food
and the woods often resounded with a cacophony of feathered songs.
It was common to see great flocks of wild turkeys, pheasant, and
ducks.

 


And there were other
creatures living in these woods, marshes, forests, and
swamps—creatures that were wary of humans— seldom seen creatures
that came to be known as Sasquatch. A newspaper reporter on
the West Coast coined the name—Bigfoot—and many have adopted this
moniker to describe these huge hybrid animals.

 


The trappers and lumbermen who carved
out a future in the woods and waters of the state paved the way for
pioneer settlers who were willing to work hard and long to realize
their visions of tomorrow. They also needed to be realistic and
learn how to live in an environment full of challenges and dangers.
Thousands did and are still doing these things while living with
Bigfoot nearby.

 


Some people take years to report their
encounters with these giants of the woods. Many became terrified
and refuse to go back into the woods. Others learn to live with
these creatures and still have a rewarding and satisfying life in
their territory.

 


Collecting and writing about Bigfoot
incidents can be difficult and time consuming. Although I have
several other books in some form of preparation, I decided to
complete this work first, focusing on an area of Michigan that was
my home for many years. This book is about Bigfoot sightings and
evidence of their existence in the five counties that constitute
Michigan’s Thumb. Let’s get right into it.

 


(return)


 


The “Thumb”

The lower part of Michigan looks
like a mitten with a thumb on the right side of the state just
north of metro Detroit.
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It’s a peninsula on the eastern side
of Lower Michigan extending up into Lake Huron. It’s also called
the “Blue Water Area.”

 


This area is comprised of
five counties – Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac, Lapeer, and St. Clair.
Bigfoot encounters have occurred in all five of these counties.
There are five designated swamps in the
Thumb area—Middle Grounds in Huron County, Bear Swamp in Lapeer
County, Haney Marsh in Tuscola County, Quantcassee Marsh in Tuscola
County, Bear Swamp in Lapeer County, and Middle Ground in St. Clair
County. All are located in or near wildlife preserves or game
areas. These are excellent places for Bigfoot to hide.

 


Most of the land is relatively flat
with fertile soil making it an excellent agricultural area.
Michigan has thousands of acres of forests as shown on typographic
maps of the state. These woods, lakes, rivers, and swamps are ideal
habitats for Bigfoot clans.
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The land in the Thumb is useful for
growing many agricultural products including corn, fruit, navy
beans, and sugar. Fish are also harvested from the fresh waters
that surround Michigan. The principle industries in the lower two
counties primarily support automobile manufacturing in the Detroit
Metro area and in Flint.

 


Here’s a summary of the industries
found in the Thumb.

The
businesses found in the Thumb
are mostly linked to agriculture or the steel industry.
“These include a
polymer manufacturing company in Marysville, an operating salt mine
in St. Clair, a farm elevator company with its headquarters in
Pigeon and branch elevators in six other locations. Grain elevators
are also operated in Cass City, Emmett, and Vassar. Detroit Edison
operates four power plants in the Thumb. An agroscience company in
Harbor Beach produces agricultural chemicals. Corn ethanol is
produced near Caro and a hydrocarbon ethanol is operating in
Marysville. Mueller Brass in Port Huron produces wrought brass rods
and bars for a number of applications including lead free alloys.
Grand Trunk Western Railway maintains a rail yard in Port Huron.
Sugar is produced by local companies in Bay City, Caro, Croswell,
and Sebewaing. There is a paper mill in Port Huron, an auto parts
manufacturing plant in Capac, and a molded steel castings plant in
Pigeon. Food flavoring, food coloring, yeast, dehydrated products
and vegetable protein extract are produced in Harbor
Beach. And Pigeon is home to
telecommunications, cell phone, and internet service providers for
the Thumb area.”

 


At the north end of the peninsula
(Huron County), the land is flat and sandy. Here you’ll notice a
lot of windmills slowly rotating and creating electricity. As one
goes south down the state toward Detroit, the land becomes gently
rolling, yet it’s still suitable for growing the many crops we find
here.

(return)

 


The Blue Water Area

 Although this
term describes the Thumb of Michigan, it primarily refers to St










































































































































































































































































































































































































Unique to the
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