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            ....After the rain, the sun comes shining inAfter the rain, all things are new againYou stand with me in the middle of the stormAnd when my strength is gone, you give me yoursThe sky is so much bluer than beforeAfter the rain...
 
AFTER THE RAIN- By: Nelson
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Before the Story Begins, a (Re) introduction
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Normally when I write or finish a project I always consider it behind me. Whether it's an anthology of short stories or a novel. I just don’t really see myself returning to something I considered complete. This novella was no exception.

I knew this book was riddled with errors and inaccuracies when I released it, but I felt it told a good enough story that none of that would matter. I was just looking ahead to the next project. It wasn’t until a friend of mine told me something was wrong with this book that I decided to actually take a deeper look at this book. And what I saw actually horrified me.

From missing an entire chapter and several simple grammatical errors, I was angry. Because I actually had an editor for this book. Someone I had known for years. I was just shocked. I mean I called this person one of my best friends. In hindsight I should have checked her work. But the way my mind works, I trusted her completely. But it was done and people actually enjoyed the story. They loved it. So instead of calling out someone on mistakes I could have prevented. Because I held just as much of the blame I decided to just take the novella I had and rewrite it. Not totally. But to actually give the people who loved this story, a story they could love even more. Sure I could have said, screw it and move on, but I feel the people who take the time to read my books deserved better. 

This novella was originally intended to be a short story inspired by and written for my original editor that much is still true. Something happened and well while inspiration and ideas changed. Stories must still be told. Now the “something” that had happened was that my original editor was a control freak and kept demanding more and more money. Leading me to discover who she was as a person. I understood she was under a lot of stress from her disease and a jealous husband, but I rarely saw her and after a while decided my career would be better off without her. Which sucked because I trusted her as well and thought she was a good friend. I even overpaid her from money from my real job just to keep her happy. A mistake I rectified quickly.

Now I originally said I was asked not to publish it, that was a lie. This editor demanded that I not publish it or she was going to humiliate me on TiK Tok. A crime that she did not follow up on but the threat was there. Not publishing this book though would have been a crime in itself. 

Because after rereading the original story I was quite proud of it. So I sent it off to various other people. And all of them told me the same thing. “Publish it”. Some said that the message was powerful. Others said that it shined a light of hope on those who might be contemplating taking their own lives. Other’s applauded that I discussed an ailment that is not particularly mentioned in popular fictional literature. And a couple were just happy that I put a positive spin on witchcraft. So I decided that I would then go through the original story and just rewrite it. Not from the ground up, but doctoring it and changing things as I saw fit. I knew that my original editor was going to be unhappy that I published it, but she should have known that I was always going to. If not because I believe that the story was a good story, but because I have a rebellious nature and at the end of the day while the story may have been inspired by one person it is still MY story, my book. And no one tells me what to do with my things.

Every story deserves to be told. And I can’t worry about what one person thinks.  No matter how important that one person thinks they are. In a way this is still a story inspired by her. But honestly it is not. This is a story about a witch. This is a story for those who ever felt like giving up. This is a story for those who are sick, yet can still see a light off in the distance. This is a story about a black cat. Above all else this is my story. A wonderful work of fiction that I am now 100% proud of and I hope whoever is reading this will enjoy it. 

Before you do I want to thank a couple of people. Jeremy Theriault for designing the cover. I never gave you much credit the first time around but I feel I need to tell everyone how blessed I am to be working with you on this book and all of my future Jynxverse books. And to Liana Savage who is editing this book for me on this go round. She is a real special edition to this project because she knows an actual thing or two about witchcraft. I am beyond blessed to be working with her. Not to mention I will have her back on every one of my other Jynxverse and his witches projects. 

Yes the Jynxverse is now a thing. Deal with it.

Now turn the page, and maybe for the next couple of hours or however long it took you to read this,I made you believe in magic. Let's learn how hope really works.....and because I didn’t say it last time. Blessed be.

Because I fully believe that this time around I actually got this book right.
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