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      Stanley Ryker and his two 3rd-grade best friends, Al (Alexandra) and Chunks (Jay) set out once again to save the day!  While visiting their favorite summer camp, they are shocked to find that it may close due to numerous Bigfoot sightings.  The 3 pull together to find answers and come up with a plan to capture the beast and save the camp.  Stanley Ryker and the Bigfoot Run Around is a funny, empowering, quirky, fast-paced, edge-of-your-seat, what’s-happening-next adventure!
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            CAMP DAYBREAK
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      July!

      Hi, I’m Stanley Ryker, but everyone calls me Ryker.  I’m not sure why they use my last name, but I like it! I’m a soon-to-be detective…well when I grow up I mean.  Certain things make me yell with excitement like summer, swimming pools, popsicles, and all kinds of stuff! I certainly love all months, but I have to say, July really might be my favorite month of the year…or maybe not. I can’t decide. I can say that not having to go to stupid school makes it pretty awesome. I do have to say I miss my principal Mr. McCarthy. He’s really cool! Anyways every year in July for three days and two nights, I get to do one of my most favorite things in the world to do! I love to go camping at Camp Daybreak.

      Chunks and Al, my two best friends, feel the same way and they go for the same three days. They have two cabins; one for girls and one for boys. Oh, if you didn’t know, Al is a girl. Al is short for Alexandra but never call her anything other than Al; she has been known to punch people in the face for calling her Alexandra! She’s also the only girl I know who can climb a tree faster than me while in a dress.

      By the way, never tell her I said that. I always say I let her beat me because she’s a girl, and I’m just a good guy. Chunks (whose real name is Jay) got that well-deserved nickname in second grade when he blew chunks on the bus. On the other hand, he doesn’t really climb trees as well as he falls out of them. Last summer, Chunks broke his arm and got twelve stitches in his forehead. It was kind of sad but kind of cool at the same time. I have to say, this summer at camp will probably be one of the best times yet! My mom dropped us off at camp, but the year before, we rode with Al’s parents. When we got to camp, we met a camp counselor named Kyle. He was a skinny guy with really messy hair that always had a shine to it and always looked wet. Not really sure how he was able to get it to look that way all the time, but it was kind of cool, I guess. He wore the same hat everyday and kind of smelled like our gym at the end of a school day. Kyle waved his hands in the air and said, “Please, everyone, sit down!”
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            SCHEDULE OF FUN
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      We all sat down on the grass, Chunks sat on my left side and some other kid named Jimmy sat on my right. Al sat with her group and her counselor Megan.

      Megan had blue eyes and long brown hair. I have to say, I felt kind of funny looking at her. I think she’s kind of pretty but maybe not…well, I guess for a girl maybe. My mom’s really pretty, but she’s a mom, not a girl, so it’s not the same. I looked at Al, and she was talking with some girl I have never seen before. Just then, Kyle spoke up. “Welcome all young campers to Camp Daybreak.” He continued, “These next few days, we’re going to learn to kayak, build a fire with two sticks, and also learn how to swim.” Swim, I thought, I love to swim.

      I always jump off the high board at the town pool. Just then, Kyle said, “Thanks for sharing that with us.” Oh man, I did it again! I sometimes say my thoughts out loud. Everyone just stared at me then Kyle continued. It seemed like forever, he finally stopped talking, and we went into our cabin. Chunks got in before me and ran to a bed, and I followed right behind. The rest of the boys piled in and chose the last few beds. My bed and chunks were side by side, which makes sense because we’re best friends. Just then, Chunks pulled back the blanket on the bed and exposed the mattress. He just stared at it in shock. “Hey, what’s wrong?” I asked. And that’s when I saw—I saw the one thing no normal person would want to see in a bed they need to sleep in. No, it wasn’t a spider, which would really stink having to sleep with one of those guys, and no, it wasn’t a snake. It was bad, I mean worse than bad…I mean bad, bad…really bad. Right in the middle of the mattress was the biggest pee stain I had ever seen!
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      Chunks and I just stood there speechless. All the other guys gathered around and stared. It was quiet until that one kid, Jimmy, squeezed through and said, “Woo, that’s the coolest, biggest pee stain I have ever seen.  It looks like it’s in the shape of a robot.” Everyone agreed and began to laugh except for Chunks.

      Just then, Kyle walked in and said it was time to go into the woods and discover nature. I’m not totally sure what he meant by that seeing nature has already been discovered, but I followed.
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            A GHOST STORY MAYBE?
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      There was certainly something different about Kyle, I said to Chunks as we walked out of the cabin and followed him to the beginning of a path that led into the woods. We all stood there wondering why we haven’t gone in to discover nature, which has already been discovered and that’s when we heard horrible screeching.

      We turned around and there was Megan leading the girls right toward us. Another guy in our group said, “Oh come on, we have to go in with them?” Which was exactly what I was thinking. Just then, Al came running up to me and punched me in the arm and said, “Hey, jerk face.” I have to say, for a girl, she has a mega punch. I did everything not to rub my arm but then I did, but I made it look like I had an itch. Al asked us how our cabin was. I laughed and said great. I could see in Chunk's face he didn’t want her to know that he had a pee-stained bed. So like the good friend that I know I am, I looked at Al and said, “Chunks has a big robot-shaped pee stain in his bed.” Al laughed and said, “Well, I guess we’ll call you Chunks, ‘the Pee Stain Boy.” Chunks tried to think up a good come back all that came out was, “Yeah, well you’re a pee girl.” We just stared at him. I said, “What?”

      Al just laughed and that’s when Kyle and Megan spoke up and started to talk about our new discovery adventure. We followed them into the woods and continued to walk through the trail. We walked around for a while looking at tree barks and plants then walked back to the campsite. It was pretty boring, and I have to say, we already knew about tree barks. We all filled into the Mess Hall (cafeteria) to eat dinner. Not much happened for the next couple of hours or so, we just kind of walked around getting to know each other. Jimmy came up to Chunks and said, “Hey, I feel really bad about laughing at you earlier…if you want, you can have my bed.” Chunks looked surprised; he smiled and said, “Really?” Then Jimmy burst out laughing and said, “No, are you kidding me?”
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      Chunks, I think, was about to tackle Jimmy when Kyle told everyone to settle down and to come out onto the beach. We all walked out together, the boys and girls, and when we reached the beach, they had wood piled up, and I thought, “Oh yeah, campfire!”

      Kyle and Megan got the fire going, and we all gathered around it. We all just stared at the fire and enjoyed the sounds of the crackling wood as it burned.

      Then Kyle looked up and said, “Guys, I don’t want to scare anyone.” Just then, I knew we were about to hear some cheesy ghost story, so I rolled my eyes. Kyle continued, “Has anyone heard of Bigfoot?”
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