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FOREWORD

My mother was Myrtle Dorthea Beall, an anointed preacher who founded and pastored Bethesda Missionary Temple, a church in Detroit, Michigan, that grew from a store-front mission to a membership of more than 5,000 people. In 1948, our local church became the cradle for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that has impacted the Church and continues to influence the Christian world today.

Many people believed the outpouring of the Spirit at that time was the final move of God’s Spirit, that would usher in the coming of Christ. It was called the Latter Rain Revival. The Latter Rain Revival brought no sweeping doctrinal change, but rather a reemphasis of the purpose and practice of the Gifts of the Spirit.

There was a restoration of prophecy, with the laying on of hands, to equip saints with an understanding of their ministry and release them into fruitful function. Also, this was an awakening to the truth that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, healing and spiritual gifts can be imparted to believers by the laying on of hands. Spiritual worship was redefined as congregations blended their voices like a heavenly choir, with voluminous praises to God. The revival drew earnest seekers from around the world to receive their portion of ministry.

At first, the revival did not particularly excite me; it made me very uneasy and apprehensive. I feared a prophet might reveal God’s purpose for my life, which I already knew and was not willing to do.

However, one appointed Sunday morning in 1952, when I knelt at the altar to pray with members of the congregation, the Holy Spirit overshadowed me and I heard the Master’s voice thundering through me with such intensity, I felt my rib cage would explode with the pressure of His Words. I did not know how to respond. When I opened my mouth to pray for relief, the Words of the Master gushed out like a mighty torrent from the depths of my being, confirming my call to ministry. I had an overwhelming spiritual experience. I met Him who is invisible and I was never the same again.

Prior to this time, I lacked the desire and motivation to serve Him. When I met the Master, I was converted. I fell in love with Him; my mind was renewed and for the first time I experienced true joy and peace. Family and friends marveled at the drastic change in me for I had experienced resurrection, an obvious rebirth that opened my ears to hear the Master’s voice and communicate with Him in prayer.

In 1958, twenty-four spiritually hungry people met together on Monday nights at our local church, for prayer and Bible study. We searched the Scriptures to learn how the Master communicates His will and guidance for our lives. The class prayed for a hearing ear to know what the Spirit was communicating to His Church.

Those Monday night prayer meetings became a MINISTER CANDIDATE SCHOOL (MCS). It was a School of the Holy Spirit. The emphasis was not academic, but rather practical: learning to hear, understand and respond to the Holy Spirit. Students were encouraged to present themselves to God as candidates for ministry. The weekly lessons challenged students to make a total commitment of their lives to God so they could have meaningful fellowship with Him.

The students studied, prayed and wrote what they believed the Holy Spirit said to them along with a confirming Scripture. This school emphasized the balance of the Spirit and the Word; they must always agree. Mature instructors helped the students judge what they believed they had heard.

This Minister Candidate School continued for twenty-three fruitful years. Pastors, missionaries, church leaders, Bible study leaders, church school teachers, small group facilitators, and many faithful individual Christians are the precious fruit of the MCS classes.

In 1992, when I returned to Michigan after pioneering a mission project in Haiti, I was urged by the Holy Spirit to begin another Minister Candidate School in Rochester, Michigan, to prepare laborers for the world harvest.

In response to the expressed needs of pastors and teachers, for the material taught in the new Missionary-Minister Candidate School (MMCS), we have prepared for publication the first book of this series, UNDERSTANDING THE MASTER’S VOICE.

This first volume is offered as a vital, practical communication of the Master's heart and His great desire, to have fellowship and dialogue with His creation, man.

Thus, it is with profound gratitude to the Master for His inspiration, that I present this first publication and rejoice with you as you enjoy the new delight of communicating with the Master and understanding His instruction and guidance.

Patricia Beall Gruits
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Mankind was created in the image and likeness of God so we could have intimate fellowship with Him. Adam and Eve enjoyed unhindered fellowship with God, until they sinned. However, man’s failure did not spoil the divine plan. God’s immediate response revealed His provision of the Savior who would come to restore man to God and make true fellowship possible again. The Master’s great desire is to communicate with mankind, the masterpiece of His creation.

Jehovah chose Israel to be a nation set apart from all others; it was through Israel the Messiah would be born. Jesus Christ, the Messiah, was born of David’s lineage in Israel, to fulfill God’s promise of salvation for mankind, and to give His life as the penalty for sin.

The Father created an eternal companion for His Son, Jesus Christ. She is the “Church” whom Christ redeemed with His own Blood. When we speak of the Church, we are referring to the universal, called-out body of redeemed mankind. The Church is also referred to as the Bride of Christ.

The Church has always been in the heart of God. She has been the center of His affection; all God has purposed for mankind. The Church is comprised of believers from every nation, tongue and tribe. These people who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior can enjoy complete and intimate fellowship with God.

On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit descended and the Church was born on earth. Even now, Jesus eagerly awaits the development and maturity of His Church. He will not return for His Bride until she is ready to stand at His side when He is crowned King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
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Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the


church, and gave himself for it: That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. (Eph. 5:25-27)


The Holy Spirit admonishes the Church to be watchful and prepared to receive every biblical truth the heavenly bridegroom sends for her perfection, that she might be ready when He returns for her. The scripture reminds us,


Jesus must remain in Heaven, ...until the restoration of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. (Acts 3:21) NKJ


PRESENT TRUTH

When the Master sends revelation, His Church is always challenged to see if she will accept or reject what the Bible calls present truth. (2 Peter 1:12) All of Heaven eagerly watches to see who will respond to the present truth and become the instrument to trumpet the new revelation. How does the Master do it? He chooses a person whom He has predestined for His purposes. The Holy Spirit broods over that person to make the Scriptures come alive. The “Logos”, the written word of God is transformed into a “rhema”, a spoken word of God that is given divine illumination and life by the Holy Spirit.

The present truth is sent from the heart of the Master, to give understanding of the mysteries of God not understood by the natural mind. The person to whom it is sent is often terrified by the new understanding of truth, for it is foreign to what he or she have perceived to be truth. Present truth brings change and when believed, tested and confessed, it matures the believer, and he or she is empowered to teach it with authority to bring change to the Church of Jesus Christ.
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The history of the Christian Church is actually a record of present truth being revealed to people at specific times for a specific purpose.

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

The book of Acts records the early Church had a full revelation of truth with power. The power of God was manifested in her midst with many signs, wonders and miracles. The growth of the Church was phenomenal; it grew from 120 to more than 3,000 in one day. (Acts 2)

Then persecution arose against the Church and believers were scattered. They began to preach the Gospel to every nation in the Roman Empire where idolatry was a way of life and numerous idols stood in every house. Idol making was a prosperous and thriving business. Christianity was welcomed as a new religion until Christians took a staunch, unwavering stand against idolatry. Then Christians were regarded as unsociable, morbid and atheistic, having no visible god. (Acts 19)

When they also refused emperor worship, which was held as a test of citizen's loyalty, and sang hymns of praise and worshipped another King, Jesus, they were looked upon as disloyal plotters of a revolution. Widespread and severe persecutions were instigated by the Roman emperors against Christians. Christianity was forbidden and its followers outlawed, which meant imprisonment or death.

THE CONVERSION OF CONSTANTINE

In 312 AD, historians tell us Constantine had a vision of the cross and decided to fight a crucial battle under the banner of Christianity and he won this battle. He converted to Christianity. Up to the time of Constantine’s conversion, Christians were still persecuted. When Constantine became a Christian, Christianity became the religion of the Empire.
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The Roman Empire required everyone in its dominion to learn Latin or Greek. The existence of a unifying language and culture, at least in the cities from Italy to India encouraged the rapid spread of Christianity in a short period. The Church flourished. The writings of the apostles were translated into Latin and Greek. Churches were built throughout the Empire. For three hundred years, it was a time of peace and prosperity.

In the succeeding years, Roman Emperors made it compulsory to be a Christian in order to maintain citizenship, hold office, and carry on business. Pagans who were outwardly forced into Christianity without a change of heart and without an understanding of God and His ways, demanded the Church give them physical replicas to represent the invisible Christian God whom they did not know. Their worship developed into elaborate and imposing ceremonies which had all the outward splendor of pagan worship. They did not know how to worship God in Spirit and in truth as Jesus had said His followers would do. (John 4:24)

Foundational truths became mixed with pagan ideas and practices until the precious foundation stones of the Church were hidden from view by empty traditionalism, false doctrines of men, dead works and idolatry. These were truly dark and trying days for the Church. History refers to them as the Dark Ages. Only those who had an ear to hear what the Holy Spirit was saying to His Church were not contaminated by it.

THE FORERUNNER OF RESTORATION

God never leaves Himself without a witness, there were always little glimmers of light that shone brightly throughout that dark and trying time. There are thousands of instances when men, women and children were persecuted and martyred for their faith.

Church history records one such remnant of the faithful who accepted the present truth even in the thirteenth century. A group of devout
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Catholic women (the Beguines) received the gift of the Holy Spirit and preached the Gospel with the full manifestation of the Spirit. They ministered signs, wonders and miracles to the people. Many of them were branded heretics and were martyred for their faith. (Boulding, 1992)

Religious persecution always follows a revelation that produces revolutionary changes and the restoration of truth. The forces of hell are dispatched to stop the march of present truth that will liberate men and women from darkness and the bondage of tradition. However, it is in these times of merciless persecution that God’s grace and the gift of faith are most evident to His faithful remnant. The blood of the martyrs was the seed of revival and reformation.

There were several movements, forerunners to the Great Restoration, that sought to reform the Church from the 12th Century until the time of the Reformation:  The Albigenses, the Waldensians, John

Wycliffe, John Huss and Giralamo Savonarola, just to name a few.

THE FULFILLMENT OF JOEL’S PROPHECY

Those living in the 15th Century had no idea what was ready to be birthed in the earth. The Word of the Lord had come to the prophet Joel, many years before the birth of the Church on earth. He foretold the dark ages through which the Church would pass. But he also declared the Holy Spirit would visit His Church again to restore everything that the cankerworm, the caterpillar, the locust and the palmerworm had eaten.


And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions; And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. (Joel 2:28,29)


6

UNDERSTANDING THE MASTER’S VOICE

The six principles of the Doctrines of Christ were hidden during the Dark Ages of the Church. They are being restored to the Church in the order they are listed in the book of Hebrews: Repentance from Dead Works, Faith toward God, Baptisms, Laying on of Hands, Resurrection and Eternal Judgement. (Heb. 6:1,2)

Portions of Joel’s prophecy have unfolded during our lifetime. God is restoring to His Church every foundational truth He gave for her perfection. He is uncovering every stone of truth that was covered with debris, denied through persecution, or lost through neglect or abuse.


THE RESTORATION PROCESS


It is imperative we understand the process God uses to restore truth back to His Church so we can be prepared for another visitation of the Lord. A brief overview of Church history will acquaint us with the people and methods the Master has used to bring an illumination of His word to His Church. Our ears need to be opened to hear and understand the Master’s voice, so we will not miss the day of His visitation.


Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear my voice and will open the door, I will come in to him, and sup with him and he with me. (Rev. 3:20)

He that has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the Churches. (Rev. 3:22)


THE RESTORATION OF “FAITH TOWARD GOD” AND “REPENTANCE FROM DEAD WORKS”.

All of heaven is alerted when God is ready to visit the earth with new revelation. The angelic host watches to see whom the Master will choose as His instrument. After the Church had passed through 1500 years of persecution and gross spiritual darkness, God chose Martin
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Luther, a professor at the University of Wittenberg in Germany, to be his channel to begin the restoration process of present truth to His Church.

The Spirit of revelation came upon Luther and the truth of justification by faith was quickened to him. The Logos (the scripture) became alive, it became a “rhema”. It pierced Luther's heart and he received it and was born-again.


The just shall live by faith. (Rom. 1:17)

By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8,9)


Martin Luther’s personal experience with God, through the illumination of the scripture, gave him a message to herald, that birthed the beginning of restorational truth. He preached, “Eternal life is a gift, not something you work for.” This restoration of the first two principles of the Doctrine of Christ, Faith toward God and Repentance from Dead Works became the foundation of the Protestant Movement.

The main emphasis of Martin Luther and other Protestant reformers was for man to repent and turn from his dead, religious works and trust wholly in the accomplished work of Christ. By grace man is saved through faith, not by works of any kind, neither humanistic nor religious.

The following churches emerged because of the Protestant Movement: The Lutheran Church in Germany, The Presbyterian Church in Scotland and The Episcopal Church in England.

8 UNDERSTANDING THE MASTER’S VOICE

THE EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT

The Protestants preached against false doctrine and taught the present truth, but it was the Evangelical Movement that evangelized the truth. They declared, the new birth was for “Whosoever will” and salvation could come at any time, at any place, and eternal life could be received by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

In the 1730s, the revivals of Jonathan Edwards in Massachusetts, and George Whitefield in England and America, a few decades later, preached the conversion experience as their main emphasis. They believed and taught the need for actual repentance and conversion. They held revival meetings with altar calls so people could have a specific time and place to receive the gift of ETERNAL LIFE. People shook hands with the preacher, knelt at a mourner’s bench or stood at an altar and repeated the sinner’s prayer and were saved.

THE HOLINESS MOVEMENT

The Wesley brothers preached to believers in England and America who were hungry for a deeper relationship with God and saw their need for holiness. People sought the experience of sanctification or what they called “the second blessing”. They taught that sanctification was both instant and progressive.

The Wesleys were the originators of a new method of living called the “sanctified life”. This was eventually called the Methodist Movement.

The third principle of the Doctrine of Christ that was restored was Baptisms. The Holiness Movement’s main emphasis was Baptism by immersion. Although there had been groups for centuries who opposed baptism by sprinkling and the baptism of infants, it was not until during the restoration revival that baptism by immersion became a widely accepted and established truth in the Church.
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Within the Holiness Movement, the Christian Missionary Alliance and the Church of the Nazarene proclaimed the present truth of “divine healing” when the Holy Spirit made the Logos a “rhema” to them.

PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT

Towards the end of the nineteenth century, there was a renewed interest in spiritual gifts, particularly healing. Many people were recorded to have received the Baptism of the Spirit and had spoken in tongues, but it was not an accepted practice. My Father, Harry Lee Beall received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues at twelve years of age, after attending a Methodist Camp Meeting near Topeka, Kansas, in 1898.

The beginning of the Pentecostal Movement is commonly believed to have begun at a Bible School in Topeka, Kansas, in 1901. The Dean of the Bible School, Charles Parham, challenged his students to diligently search the scriptures to determine consistent biblical evidence for the reception of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. As the students searched the scriptures, they unanimously reported, “speaking with other tongues”. Later on, in a school prayer meeting, a student asked the professor to lay hands on her head and pray for her to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. She received and began to speak in a language unknown to her. Other students sought and received the same experience.

In 1906, a mighty revival broke out in a mission on Azusa Street in Los Angeles, California. Hundreds of hungry seekers were filled with the Spirit. In the twentieth century, many “Pentecostal” organizations were developed, as Pentecostalism spread throughout the world.

However, Pentecostalism is not a denomination or a Protestant sect; it is a spiritual experience. It represents a fourth major strand of Christianity - alongside Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism and Protestantism - and is composed of many denominations.
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LATTER RAIN REVIVAL

During World War II and the post war years, many Pentecostal organizations which had experienced an initial supernatural experience, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, became very concerned because of the spiritual drought many of their churches were experiencing. The moving of the Holy Spirit had all but disappeared from many Pentecostal congregations.

Many old-timers remembered the good old days, and encouraged the young ministers and converts to pray for a fresh visitation of God. In our local church, daily prayer was made to God for seven years, for an outpouring of the rain from heaven to fall on the thirsty ground of men’s hearts. The Master heard the cry of spiritually hungry people and in 1947-48 a rain from heaven began to fall. It was called the Latter Rain and quickly spread throughout much of the world.

The Latter Rain Revival restored another principle of the Doctrines of Christ, the Laying on of Hands. Church attendance was greatly increased as miracles of healing and deliverance and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit were imparted to believers by the laying on of hands.

There was a restoration of prophecy, with the laying on of hands,

to equip the saints with an understanding of their ministry and release them into fruition. There was also a restoration of inspiring worship and praise that sounded like a heavenly choir.

The Latter Rain Revival prepared the Church for the world wide harvest of souls that was soon to follow in the great Charismatic Movement of the 1960s and 1970s.

THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

Christianity witnessed the emergence of a great renewal movement of the Holy Spirit in the 1960s and 1970s. It was characterized by persons and mainline denominational churches outside the
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Pentecostal Movement, who received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and embraced the gifts of the Spirit.

The fifth foundation stone, Resurrection from the Dead was the next Doctrine of Christ to become present truth, as Protestants of every denomination and Roman Catholics heard the voice of the Master and came out of their spiritual graves. It was a foretaste of the “blessed hope”, the coming resurrection of the dead when Christ returns to earth.


Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. (John 5:25)

And you hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins; (Eph. 2:1)


The Charismatic Renewal was marked by an emphasis of the person of the Holy Spirit and a restoration of the gifts of the Spirit to the Church. Many denominational barriers were broken down as Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Pentecostals and others sought God and spread the message of the Gospel. Walls of tradition and prejudice came tumbling down when the Holy Spirit brought renewal to the Church.

ETERNAL JUDGMENT

The sixth and final doctrine of Christ to be restored is Eternal Judgment. The Judgment Seat of Christ and the White Throne Judgment are yet for an appointed time; however, God is presently purifying and preparing the Bride of Christ to be without spot, or wrinkle or blemish of any kind.

The Holy Spirit is calling the Church to prepare and make ready. If we judge ourselves, we will not be judged but if we hide sin in our hearts and cling to what is wrong, judgment will come to us.
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It has already begun in the House of the Lord. Christ has suddenly come to His temple and who can abide the day of His coming? Who shall be able to stand when He appears? All who oppose Christ will fall, for the Kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ and He shall reign forever and ever.

HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING TO THE CHURCH

The scriptures declare Jesus must remain in Heaven, until the restoration of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. (Act 3:19-21) The stage is set for the soon return of Jesus Christ to earth to claim His bride. The Holy Spirit admonishes us to be watchful and prepared for His soon return.

The nations of the world are looking for an answer to their problems of violence, crime, ethnic strife, civil unrest and economic collapse. Oh, how we need a mighty revival! We need more than mercy drops and showers of blessing. We need an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that will overflow the high, fortress-like banks of prejudice and strife.

The Church is being prepared to receive another great illumination of truth to prepare her for the coming of the Lord. The stage is being set for world-wide revival. But do we realize what a mighty revival will

do?

I often heard my Mother say, “Revival is both a wonderful and a most terrible thing. Revival brings blessings but it also causes upheaval and controversy.” How true! When revival comes to the Church is brings explosive change. It shakes us from our complacency and spiritual slumber. It attacks our empty values and our powerless creeds. It brings change!
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