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BRIGID AND LEVI HAVE weathered so much together. An unexpected pregnancy, and the son they weren’t planning for. The sudden discovery that they needed to not only get to know each other, but learn how to raise a baby at the same time.

The equally intimidating challenge of breaking the news to her parents about the baby... and about Levi himself.

But nothing has been quite as difficult as learning to communicate with each other. Now that they’re engaged, that communication becomes even more difficult. And when Brigid admits to having lost the engagement ring, it sets in motion a set of events that they might not be able to find their way out of.

Levi isn’t sure he can trust Brigid to see the relationship through. Brigid isn’t sure that Levi is committed to her, and only her. And when she’s offered the opportunity of a lifetime, she realizes that her life is going to move forward, regardless.

But Levi might not be a part of it.

As they try to get past their own baggage and focus on the relationship—and decide whether they want it all—Brigid and Levi must ask themselves one question: Can they trust each other?

Or are they going to end up separating and going their own ways, each of them leaving a piece of themselves behind in the process?
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LEVI
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I WATCHED THE DOOR for a very long time after she went storming out, wondering if she was going to come back.

Wondering if I wanted her to come back.

The thing was... I did. Yes, I was seriously questioning whether Brigid even wanted to be with me or not. I was definitely questioning whether she wanted to get married, and the fact that she’d taken off the ring in the first place didn’t exactly speak well for her in that regard.

But I loved the girl. No matter how much I turned it around in my head and looked at it from different views, I loved her. I loved her musical laugh and the way her eyes shone when she smiled. I loved her off-beat sense of humor and how freaking hard she worked at something when she decided she wanted it.

I loved the way she looked at me like I was a freaking hero, when I knew I was anything but.

I wanted this whole thing to work so badly that it was ripping my guts out, and the idea that it wasn’t going to work no matter how much I wanted it to...

It wasn’t good enough. Not even close.

Even worse, of course, was the idea that she was just going to walk out of my life without fighting for the thing we’d been trying to build for the last six weeks.

Yes, I knew that I’d told her to leave. I knew that I’d basically told her I wasn’t going to fight for this anymore, because I was questioning her commitment to the thing called ‘us.’ I knew all that.

And I’d meant it at the time.

I’d meant it right up until she actually walked out my door and left me on my own, waiting for her to come back and throw herself into my arms and tell me that she didn’t want to try anything without me.

Now that she’d left and evidently wasn’t coming back—as evidenced by the sound of the taxi driving away—I was starting to really, really regret every single thing I’d said.

***
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“YOU JUST TOLD HER TO get out?” Isaac asked, trying to catch up with the story I’d just run through.

I threw myself into his couch and slapped one hand to my face. “That’s exactly what I told her.”

“... Why?”

I dropped the hand into my lap and gave him my most jaded of jaded looks. “Because, Isaac, she didn’t actually want to get married to me. She was running around refusing to answer my calls and got all twitchy about the wedding. It was so obvious that she didn’t want to be with me. So obvious that she’s been playing one big game this entire time.”

“One big game,” he said. “One big game that had her basically living with you, raising the kid you guys have had together. If she was just playing a game, why the hell would she tell you she was going to marry you?”

I exploded off the couch and started pacing, too frustrated to continue sitting still.

“I don’t know! I don’t know what kind of game she was playing! Why would she tell me she liked me, or pretend that she wanted to marry me when she’s so obviously not into it?”

Isaac narrowed his eyes, thinking. “What, exactly, makes you think she’s not into it, Levi?”

The moment he asked the question, I realized how fucking ridiculous I sounded. I was sitting here telling my best friend that the girl who had told me she loved me wasn’t actually that into me. The girl who had worked so hard to keep me around had come to my apartment to talk to me—possibly to apologize for having been so flaky for the last couple of days—and I’d not only not let her get a word in edgewise but had also then told her to get out of my apartment and never come back.

Wait, had I actually said that? I didn’t think so—not in so many words—but I’d certainly meant it that way.

And based on the way she’d looked at me and then slammed her way out of the apartment, it was definitely how she’d taken it.

Oh shit, what had I done?

“She lost the ring,” I finally said, like that was the important thing here. “Or... Well, I’m not sure if she lost it or not, but she definitely took it off. When she promised me she wasn’t going to.”

“She took off the ring?” Isaac asked, sounding shocked. “Damn, are you serious? The nerve of her!”

I whirled around and glared at him. “She promised she wouldn’t!”

Isaac just shook his head. “Do you realize how pathetic you sound right now? You’re upset because you don’t think she loves you enough and you broke up with her because she took your ring off. Do you hear what you’re saying? Did it even occur to you that the ring might not fit her very well?”

“And what would that have to do with anything?” I asked sharply. What the hell was Isaac getting at? Was that some sort of code for something? Symbolism or something?

“It means,” he said slowly, like he was speaking to an idiot—which he kind of was, “that the ring might not fit, and she might have taken it off because it was too tight and it was hurting her. Or because it was too big and she was worried that she was going to lose it. Did it ever occur to you that she might have taken it off for a more rational reason than somehow suddenly deciding that she didn’t want to marry you after all?”

No, that had never occurred to me. not even a little bit. Now, of course, it seemed like it was definitely the mostly likely, easiest answer.

“Did you even give her a chance to explain to you why she wasn’t wearing her ring?”

“No,” I said quietly, knowing I sounded guilty... and not even trying to change that.

“So you don’t know whether she lost it or not. You don’t know whether she took it off because she was doing dishes and it was loose and she was afraid it would go down the drain. You don’t know if she was actually wearing it on a necklace so that she didn’t lose it.”

I shook myself a bit. When did Isaac start thinking about things like that? Who the hell was this guy, and what had he done with my best friend, the king of one-night stands?

“How do you even know that girls put their rings on necklaces?”

He shrugged. “The one girlfriend I ever had, Sherry—you remember her?—made me watch Sex and the City with her, and one of the characters on the show did that. So I figure it must be something girls do sometimes. But I bet you never even thought about it, did you?”

I just shook my head. I knew there was no excuse good enough for me right now.

Isaac stood up, walked over to me, and clapped his hand down on my shoulder. 

“Levi, I’ve known you a long time. I’ve never seen you as happy as you have been with her. I’ve never seen you smile so much, and I’ve seen the way she looks at you. She loves you, man, but you’ve got to give her a chance to love you for more than five minutes. Why do you keep trying to push her away? Every time I talk to you, you’re trying to find a reason to leave her. Give it a rest, man. Let her love you. She’s good for you.”

I kept my mouth shut, taking in what he had said...

And realizing that it felt right. It felt really right.

And I started to think that the only thing wrong with the relationship... was my inability to believe that it was actually happening.

***
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I THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT Isaac had said all the way home, the truck bouncing along the road underneath me and practically driving itself. We’d driven this road so many times, between Isaac’s house and mine, that it was second nature now. Automatic.

And that was a good thing, since my mind was definitely not on the road or the traffic around us.

Why do you keep trying to push her away? Give it a rest, man. Let her love you.

The longer Isaac’s little speech steeped in my brain, the more I realized that he was right. I hadn’t trusted this thing between Brigid and me from the very start. Sure, I’d insinuated myself right into her life. Driven her home from the hospital and basically forced her to accept all my gifts, then moved into her house without any real invitation from the girl herself.

I’d made myself her boyfriend without asking her whether she wanted me to be or not.

And sure, a whole lot of that was because of Maverick. Correction: Most of it had been because of Mav, at least at first. But a lot of it had been because of Brigid as well. I’d seen a girl who needed help and was alone in the world, and a girl who had grabbed my heart on that first night and never really let go, and I’d taken the opportunity to...

Force myself into her life.

And then, the moment she started acting like she had a life of her own and didn’t need me around every second of every day, I’d decided that she must not feel the way I did, and I’d punished her for it.

I jerked the wheel, realizing at almost the last second that I’d nearly passed right by my street, and swerved around the turn, the truck rocking and protesting.

“Sorry, truck,” I said automatically.

Hey, this truck and I had been together through some stuff. I talked to it. Don’t judge.

And back to what I’d been thinking.

I hadn’t been fair to Brigid. Sure, she’d disappeared for a couple of days, but that was just as much my fault as it was hers.

And I hadn’t even bothered to ask where the ring was. I’d just assumed she didn’t want it.

I. Was. An idiot.

I pulled into my parking place—no small task, since this city wasn’t built for trucks like mine—jerked to a stop, and jumped out of the truck, making tracks for my apartment and the privacy it could give me.

The moment I was inside, I pulled out my phone and hit the button to dial the first person on my list.

She answered on the first ring like she’d been waiting for my call. 

“Levi?” she asked breathlessly.

I hung up immediately, unable to answer her.

And then I turned my phone off.

I knew what I wanted to say. I knew what I wanted. But this was still the girl who had taken off the ring I gave her. I needed to have a plan for how I was going to say what I wanted to say, or I’d never be able to get past that. I 
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BRIGID

––––––––
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HARPER WAS STARING at me like I’d lost my mind.

And it was really no wonder. I was starting to think the same damn thing myself.

“So Levi calls... and you hang up on him, after saying his name once?” She asked, her voice absolutely dripping with sarcasm.

I made the appropriate face at her. “No, woman. Levi called and hung up. And I’m not going to stay on the phone talking when no one’s there, am I?”

“I suppose that would be pointless,” she replied.

The look on her face hadn’t changed, though. She still thought I was losing my mind.

“Why did he hang up?”

All the air whooshed out of my lungs, and I felt myself sag. “We broke up. I think.”

“You broke up? Didn’t you guys just get engaged, like, last night?”

“Yes,” I replied, miserable.

“So...”

“I don’t know!” I stood up and started walking, too much energy coursing through my body to sit still. The problem was, I didn’t have anywhere to go. I was sitting in my house with Harper, having called her for an emergency best friend session in the cab ride home, and she’d come running, just like she always did.

Though I wasn’t sure she was going to be able to fix this one. In fact, I knew she wasn’t going to be able to fix this one. Because this was between Levi and me. It was something the two of us had to fix between ourselves. The problem was, I didn’t know exactly what we were fixing.

I wasn’t sure what he was actually accusing me of.

“He thinks I’m not committed to him, or that I don’t want to get married, or that I don’t love him. Or something,” I said, my steps taking me to the kitchen. “Tea?”

“Sure,” she replied automatically. “Why would he think any of that?”

“Because I didn’t know he’d called and texted one night, and I didn’t get back to him, and then when I did call, he didn’t answer, and then I didn’t call back and he didn’t call back and we spent two days not talking, and he decided it meant that I didn’t love him.”

I could hear her frown from across the room as I put water in the kettle. “So because you didn’t know he called, you don’t love him. Got it. But... then you got engaged after that.”

“Sure did,” I murmured, just as confused as she was.

“Why did he ask you to marry him if he doesn’t think you love him?”

I turned and pointed a tea bag in her direction. “That,” I said, “is a very good question.”

I could feel anger starting to bleed into my words, and I welcomed it. Because his actions were confusing the hell out of me, and I was starting to get awfully frustrated with them.

This was a man who had forced his way into my life at the hospital, and then stuck. Don’t get me wrong; I was damn glad he’d stuck. I didn’t know what Maverick and I would have done without him, to start with. And at this point, I didn’t know what I’d do without him. Not because he was still paying for Maverick’s things, and not because he was helping me figure out how to be a mom.

But because I was in love with the guy. I was in love with him.

I’d just realized it far too late. 

And the idea that he was going to yank it all away from me for reasons that I didn’t understand... Well, it was making me angry.

And I preferred anger to the hollow, broken feeling, so I was going to grab it with both hands and run with it.

"So what was this morning about?” Harper asked, moving through her questions like they were boxes she needed to tick.

I tried to remember. There had been so many fights lately that it was hard to separate them all, but this one, I knew, had started last night. We’d been on the couch watching a movie, and something had happened that had made me question whether he even wanted to get married.

It had been a lot more complicated than just that, but that was enough, I
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