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About the Book

Bob Servant, Hero of Dundee and Bard of Broughty Ferry, has spent ten years answering the problems of his many fans around the world. Finally, after repeated requests, he distills his unique philosophy into one compelling volume of wise advice. No subject is off limits.


About the Author

Neil Forsyth is an author and television writer. A fellow Dundonian and friend to Bob Servant for over two decades he has previously assisted Servant on three books, Delete This At Your Peril – The Bob Servant Emails, Bob Servant – Hero of Dundee and Why Me? – The Very Important Emails of Bob Servant. He also did what he could to help Servant on the BBC Radio 4 series The Bob Servant Emails and the BBC TV comedy Bob Servant. Forsyth is the author of Other People’s Money, the biography of fraudster Elliot Castro, and the novels Let Them Come Through and San Carlos. He writes for television in the UK and the USA. In 2012, he memorably came third in the Dundee Evening Telegraph’s Spirit of Dundee competition, losing to television presenter Lorraine Kelly and the Verdant Works Jute Museum.
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‘A former cheeseburger magnate and semi-retired window cleaner, Bob is a delightfully deranged but likeable rogue. A living, breathing creation of comic genius…Today, Broughty Ferry. Tomorrow, the world?’ Bookbag

‘Bob Servant is a very, very funny book. You will piss yourself and then quote sections of this book repeatedly within your circle of friends.’ Irvine Welsh

‘Bob Servant has attained national treasure status’ Scotsman

★ ‘Didn’t do it for me, a bit lazy…I just didn’t connect with Bob as a person.’
M. Thomas, Amazon.co.uk

‘I have worked with Peter Cook and Spike Milligan. Bob Servant is in a class of his own’ Barry Fantoni, Private Eye

‘This is one of the funniest books ever compiled…the work of a comedy genius.’ Skinny

‘Neil Forsyth is one of the finest comic writers working today’ Scotland on Sunday

★★ ‘Quite frankly, Bob was an imbecile. If he actually had a brain the book might not have seemed so poor. But alas, no brain for Bob.’ Amelia, GoodReads.com

‘Genuinely hilarious…had me crying with laughter. Bob Servant is a modern Scottish comedy classic, and entirely deserves his hero status.’ Press & Journal

‘Cracklingly funny, a laugh on every page.’ Herald

‘Hurrah for Bob Servant! Read it in private as it will make you laugh out loud.’ Book Magazine

★ ‘A primary schoolboy could do better. As a proud Dundonian I was not at all enamoured. There is no need to trivialize the wonderful humour of this great city’ E. B. R., Amazon.co.uk

‘Bob Servant Independent was the wonderful surprise of the week. A total joy from start to finish – original, sharp, superbly acted and gloriously funny. A little gem of a comedy, don’t miss it.’ The Times

‘Likeable and amusing…Cox is clearly having a whale of a time and his relish is infectious. An idiotic, roaring blow-hard, Servant is a welcome addition to our rich history of sitcom monsters. He may even do for Dundee what Alan Partridge did for Norwich.’ Scotsman

‘I found myself simultaneously thinking that it was all getting a bit silly and laughing at it at the same time. There’s something joyfully inventive about Bob’s foolishness too, a sideways skitter that keeps throwing up lines you couldn’t quite have predicted. Hard to categorise, but the fact that it is is one of its pleasures.’ Independent

‘A puffed-up, overbearing, delusional twat…the worst and most pompous pub bore you can possibly imagine…extreme vanity…quite bizarre.’
New Statesman

‘Bob Servant is one of the funniest series and one of the most touching and brilliantly observed double acts on television. It is a total joy to have Neil Forsyth’s glorious creation back. Bob is one of those magnificent comic characters that has been gently fermenting for years and developing in richness and maturity. He is a fantastic creation and this is a fabulous series.’ The Times

‘The second series of one of Scotland’s finest comedies is a mouth-watering proposition. Beautifully written, perfectly acted it was a master class in how to squeeze real laughs out of viewers while still creating character and moving the story along. A gem of an episode, it felt like two hours not half an hour such was the treasure crammed in.’ Daily Record

★★★★★ ‘This series has delivered an incredibly funny script, unforgettable one-liners, and Brian Cox (Bob) and Jonathan Watson (Frank) are an impeccable double act. Brilliant.’ TV Times

‘It is everything we’ve come to expect from Scottish humour: as subtle as a caber, as witty as a Wee Free sermon, as sophisticated as flat Irn-Bru and as funny as breaking down in Peebles.’
A. A. Gill, Sunday Times
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For Rhiannon, my skirt, with love
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When Bob contacted me and demanded I edit another of his books, my reaction was one of overriding fear. I’ve known Bob for 25 years and it has been mentally expensive. He lives a life that is driven by whimsy and teeters on the edge of lunacy. Spending too long in his force field can do awful things to you. Just look at his lifelong sidekick, Frank, a desperately troubled man who once turned to me and whispered ‘Help me’ while Bob was sleeping beside us on a bus.

After a career as a window cleaner and a cheeseburger-van operator of some repute, Bob became an unlikely author and star of a Radio 4 series and BBC TV documentary. Now, Bob told me, he was writing a new book for Random House. ‘Which is funny,’ he added, his voice already trembling with anticipation of the joke, ‘because I often wake up at a random house.’ He laughed for – and if anything I’m rounding down – three minutes.

For nearly a decade, Bob has been answering people’s problems. Ask Bob began as an email newsletter that went to a handful of associates in Dundee, the hometown of Bob and myself. Soon, the newsletter had spread to a thousand email addresses around the world. When the books, the radio and the TV show arrived, it grew even larger. For this book, Bob has diligently addressed a huge new batch of letters.

Once again I travelled home to Broughty Ferry, Dundee, and spent long, troubling hours wading through Bob’s files. The result is a journey into the opinions, life and unique mind of Bob Servant. As always, I have left Bob’s words untouched. Here and there I have offered supporting documentation from Bob’s records, and the occasional footnote. Dealing with Bob was awful.1 I have included some sample text exchanges in a cheap attempt to gain your sympathy for my plight.

Of all the reviews that Bob and I have had for the books, radio and TV shows, my favourite came from a Christian youth lifestyle magazine. ‘These are the writings,’ read the review, ‘of a clearly deranged mind.’ That came from someone who had spent perhaps an hour in Bob’s company.

I have spent a lifetime.

Help me.


1 See the Acknowledgements section, where I deal with Bob and it’s awful.
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What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason, how infinite in faculty, in form and moving how express and admirable, in action how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god! The beauty of the world, the paragon of animals!
William Shakespeare (1564–1616)

The creations of a great writer are little more than the moods and passions of his own heart, given surnames and Christian names, and sent to walk the earth.
W. B. Yeats (1865–1939)

In 1983 I accidentally wore my jumper inside out to a bowling club disco in Carnoustie. Sometimes I wonder if I ever recovered.
Bob Servant (1945–)
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Enquiries at the burger van or in person at Stewpot’s Bar, Broughty Ferry, after 6pm-
Not Bank Holidays (brings out the nutters) . |

A big 'Hello' from Bob Servant!

Another book. Number four! Forgot the trilogy, now it's &
_qmd—qsd#sd& there's four of them!

Of all the many, many glories I have enjoyed in my life, nothing
has given me more pleasure than dealing with you, the happy
punters through all those years of the much-admired Ask Bob.

So many of you, from all over the world, have sent me your very
worst problems, and I have neroically solved every single one.

When I finally shuffle off to the big disco in the sky, folk will say
all sorts about me. They'll talk about me being a good man to
have about the place, how I pretty much had the lot, and they'll
talk at (almost) embarrassing length about my sexual energy.
They'll say I left the punters howling with pleasure, that I sold
Broughty Ferry to the world, and that I took on the boo boys and
came out with my head held right up in the clouds.

But forget all that. Because of Ask Bob, they'll say something
else. They'll say, 'And do you know what else Bob Servant did?
He helped.'

I did. I helped. And I was absolutely delighted to do sO.
Your Servant,

Bob Servant
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