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Preface
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This book is the third volume in the "Epicenters of Global Politics" series, a project dedicated to exploring the critical flashpoints shaping the twenty-first century. The first two works in this collection examined the changing strategic landscape of the Arctic in "Greenland: From Erik the Red to Donald Trump. The Strategic Importance of the Arctic" and the meticulously planned ascent of a new global power in "Xi Jinping: The Politics of Power. How China Prepares for War."

With Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, it became clear that this series required a volume dedicated to the most urgent and destabilizing epicenter of them all. The events unfolding today are not a sudden development but the culmination of centuries of history and ideology.

My goal in writing this book is to offer a comprehensive analysis that goes beyond the headlines. It is a work intended for anyone who seeks to understand the profound historical, political, and cultural forces that have driven Russia's relentless imperial ambitions, and the grave consequences they pose for the world. What follows is an attempt to lay bare the true nature of the Russian state, a power defined not by its pursuit of prosperity, but by its insatiable thirst for territory and control. 

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this book are solely those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policies or positions of any government, organization, or individual mentioned herein. The information presented is based on publicly available sources and the author's interpretation thereof. Readers are encouraged to conduct their own research and draw their own conclusions.
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Introduction: Lost Illusions and the New Reality
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In the years following the collapse of the Soviet Union, a widespread belief took hold: that the world was entering a new era of stability and cooperation. The ideological clash of the Cold War was over, and a "peace dividend" seemed within reach. The first two books in the "Epicenters of Global Politics" series explored how this nascent world order was being challenged—from the strategic re-evaluation of the Arctic's importance in "Greenland: From Erik the Red to Donald Trump. The Strategic Importance of the Arctic" to the meticulously planned rise of a new superpower in "Xi Jinping: The Politics of Power: How China Prepares for War."

However, these challenges, while significant, now pale in comparison to the seismic shock delivered by Russia. The illusions of a peaceful, integrated world have been shattered, replaced by a grim new reality of open conflict and renewed imperial ambitions.

This book is an unflinching examination of that reality. Its central thesis is that Russia's quest to restore its empire is not a search for "lost greatness" but a deep-seated, historically ingrained obsession with territorial control, rooted in the legacy of the Golden Horde. For centuries, the Russian state has viewed its security not through economic prosperity or democratic governance, but through the physical expansion of its borders and the subjugation of its neighbors. This drive for territory, a fundamental instinct forged by its autocratic past, sees its periphery not as independent nations, but as part of a "sacred" historical domain that must be returned to Moscow's control.

This singular, relentless drive poses a profound threat to global security. Russia’s actions are not just a regional issue; they represent a frontal assault on the entire post-WWII international order. By flouting fundamental principles like national sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the non-use of force, Russia sets a dangerous precedent. Its willingness to use military aggression, hybrid warfare, and the threat of nuclear escalation to achieve its goals erodes the very foundations of international law and diplomacy. This serves as a grim template for other revisionist powers around the globe, creating a more unstable and perilous world for all.

To understand this new reality, we must first understand its origins. This book will unpack the complex history, the internal political struggles, and the external machinations that have culminated in Russia's modern war, exposing the true nature of what can only be called an "evil empire."
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Part I: Myths and History

Chapter 1. Russia Without Ukraine: The Myth of the "Empire's Origins"

[image: ]


The modern Russian state’s claim to a thousand-year history is built on a fundamental and deliberate historical misrepresentation: the myth that it is the sole and legitimate heir of Kyivan Rus'. This narrative, central to Russian national identity and imperial ambitions, is a carefully constructed fiction designed to appropriate the cultural and political heritage of Ukraine. The reality, as we shall see, is that the historical and cultural heart of Rus’ lies not in Moscow, but in Kyiv.

This myth-making reached its modern crescendo with President Vladimir Putin's claims that Ukraine was an artificial construct, a country "created by Lenin" and the Austrian General Staff. This is the very lie that this chapter will dismantle.

The reality, as we shall see, is that the historical and cultural heart of Rus' lies not in Moscow, but in Kyiv.
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