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CHAPTER 1

AN UNEASY FIT

Billy Jones, University of Maryland, 1964—68
Pete Johnson, University of Maryland, 1964—69



The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird



The distinction was apparent but unspoken as members of the University of Maryland basketball squad trooped into a New Orleans hotel dining room.

Billy Jones, on the Maryland varsity after a year with the freshman squad, stood only 6-foot-1, boasted no national reputation, had no roots in Louisiana. He played sparingly in 1965–66. Yet his presence among the sweat suit–clad Terrapins was a powerful statement in a state that banned athletic competition between blacks and whites, and in a city grudgingly acceding at that moment to court-ordered voter registration for disenfranchised African Americans.

The Terps were in New Orleans as 1965 ended to play Houston and Dayton in the Sugar Bowl Tournament, prelude to the more prominent New Year’s Day football contest of the same name. Jones, a Maryland native, was barely seated for the team meal when, as he recalled decades later, “Out of the kitchen comes the chef. He comes out and shakes my hand and goes back. Doesn’t say anything. Just shakes my hand and goes back. Politely. Here comes another guy a couple of minutes later. Several people [all of them African Americans] came out of the kitchen at intervals and shook my hand.

“I knew what they were doing. Other folks didn’t. ‘Do you know those people?’ they asked. ‘Nah, I don’t know them.’ They were acknowledging the fact that here’s this black guy in uniform in a scenario that’s not typically seen down here.”

The following year Jones would be joined in the Atlantic Coast Conference’s varsity ranks by teammate Julius “Pete” Johnson, who redshirted his sophomore year after a season on the freshman squad, and by Duke’s Claudius Claiborne. Two years later Perry Wallace broke the color barrier in the Southeastern Conference. But in that 1965–66 season, much to his surprise, Jones stood alone—the first African American to play basketball for a high-profile, historically white university south of the Mason-Dixon Line.

“I was really naive. I knew that,” Jones says of his status as the ACC’s first black basketball signee. “But I didn’t make a big deal about it because I honestly thought that other schools were going to do the same thing. To me it was like the ACC had this agreement that we could do this now so everybody can start doing it. That’s what I honestly thought. I was a 17-year-old. I am the first to sign. OK. Fine.”

The flood Jones expected proved only a trickle; his college career concluded with barely half of all ACC squads integrated. Six seasons after Jones’s debut, the University of Virginia became the final ACC program to include an African-American player on its varsity team.

Nor did Jones’s groundbreaking role in the ACC command particular attention at the time, or in the decades since. Without overt drama or conflict, the media looked elsewhere. “I’m positive in my mind that, had I gone into detail about how mistreated the University of Maryland and/or Billy Jones were, and had I spewed on and on and on about numerous instances of encountering prejudice, why, there’d have been much, much written,” says former Maryland coach Herman “Bud” Millikan. “Where, because of Billy being like he is, it was dropped. Had there been turmoil, it would have been news. Because there was not, why, it wasn’t news, and I give credit to Billy Jones.”

Contrary to Millikan’s assertion and most historical accounts, Jones and cohort Pete Johnson did endure considerable grief playing at College Park. But they purposely hid their troubles from the Terrapins coach and those beyond a small circle of African-American friends. “I was always proud of the fact that we were never the reason for a [racially charged] situation, and when we saw a situation, we would always back out of it and move around it,” Johnson says. “We didn’t go to [Millikan] complaining about all this stuff, so he thought everything was fine, and in that sense it was.”

Given Jones’s relatively low profile and Johnson’s virtual anonymity, popular credit for breaking the ACC color barrier routinely goes to Charles Scott, who enrolled at the University of North Carolina two years after Jones arrived at Maryland. This misperception in part reflects the stronger impression made by Scott, a riveting All-American who enjoyed a productive career in professional basketball. North Carolina also did a far better job of marketing Scott over the years, an effort augmented by misinformed commentary on television and from other media outlets.

There also was a sense that breaking barriers in Maryland, a state that never left the Union during the Civil War, surely was less difficult than in North Carolina, an original member of the Confederacy. “I’ve had people call me because they’ve gotten into arguments—I’m serious, arguments—about Charlie Scott being the first black player,” Jones says with some amusement. Even his daughter got drawn into a discussion of the subject at a wedding. “She kind of addressed them in a very nice way, then gave me a phone call,” Jones says.

“I always thought that they needed to get credit; those two guys [Jones and Johnson] didn’t get the credit, nor did Bud get the credit, that they deserved,” says Hall of Famer Gary Williams, Maryland class of 1967 and the school’s men’s basketball head coach from the 1989 through 2011 seasons. “Back then it wasn’t as liberal, probably, so nobody said, ‘What a great thing you’ve done’—not just for allowing integration to happen, but because obviously then the other schools could break the barriers. Nobody wanted to be first. Bud was first. So he deserved a lot of credit for that.” One person who did grow up admiring Johnson and Jones was Orlando “Tubby” Smith, a native of southern Maryland with his own basketball aspirations. He played at High Point College in North Carolina and later became the first African-American head basketball coach at the University of Georgia and then the University of Kentucky, where he presided from the 1998 through 2007 seasons before moving to the University of Minnesota and then High Point University.

The University of Maryland’s leadership role in accepting and advancing minorities continued for some 30 years. The school became the first in the ACC or SEC to have an African-American assistant basketball coach when George Raveling was hired in 1969. It also remains the only school in either conference to have an African-American chancellor, with John B. Slaughter directing the university from 1982 to 1988. In 1986 Maryland hired the ACC’s first Black head basketball coach, Bob Wade, and in 1994 Debbie Yow became the first female director of athletics in the ACC or SEC.
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Historically, however, the state of Maryland was no bastion of progressive racial attitudes. Border states such as Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri seethed with pro-slavery sentiment during the mid-19th century. Thus president-elect Abraham Lincoln sneaked through Baltimore in the dead of night in February 1861. Two months later rioters attacked a trainload of Union troops from Massachusetts passing through the city. The incident inspired a young Baltimore native living in Louisiana to pen “Maryland, My Maryland,” which remains the state song and is played at University of Maryland athletic events. Set to the tune of “O Tannenbaum,” the song became a Confederate favorite. Among its lyrics: “She is not dead, nor deaf, nor dumb / Huzza! she spurns the Northern scum!”

Slave conditions were often as bad in parts of Maryland as anywhere in the Deep South, as reported by fugitives such as Frederick Douglass. Some claimed that only South Carolina’s slave code was more draconian. Not until October 29, 1864—when the Civil War was nearly over and almost two years after Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation—did Maryland become the first border state to abolish slavery. Later it voted against ratifying the 15th Amendment, which extended voting rights to African-American men.

Lynching remained a part of Maryland’s racial landscape well into the 20th century. The most notable modern instance occurred in late 1933, within the lifetime of Jones’s and Johnson’s parents. A mob of 4,000 to 5,000 men, women, and children in Princess Anne—home today to the historically black University of Maryland–Eastern Shore—lynched George Armwood, a suspected African-American criminal. Then they tore apart and burned his dead body, evincing the kind of savagery celebrated in postcards, photographs, and gruesomely detailed newspaper accounts decades earlier in the Deep South. When local authorities balked at making arrests related to the lynching, Governor Albert Ritchie sent the National Guard to enforce the law. A crowd gathered to protect the nine individuals taken into custody, and firemen called onto the scene turned their hoses not on unruly civilians, as was the plan, but on the Guardsmen.

To its credit, the University of Maryland at College Park admitted an African-American man, Donald Murray, to its law school not long after Armwood was lynched. And within months of the May 1954 U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education, the former Maryland Agricultural College enrolled a pair of African Americans, becoming the first Southern state university to integrate its undergraduate student body.

Yet the Brown decision was hardly embraced within the state at large. For a time following the ruling, a thousand white students per month fled the public school system in Baltimore, Maryland’s largest city. Alabama Governor George Wallace, making his first run for national office, found enough kindred spirits in Maryland to garner 43 percent of the vote in the state’s 1964 Democratic presidential primary, compared to 30 percent in racially uneasy Indiana and 34 percent in Wisconsin. Denouncing “pointy-headed liberals” who favored civil rights, Wallace found particularly strong support on the Eastern Shore in places like Cambridge, an area from which thousands had marched to serve the Confederacy during the 1860s.

“Wallace astounded political observers not so much by the percentage of votes he could draw for simple bigotry,” Theodore White argues in The Making of the President 1964, “as by the groups from whom he drew his votes. For he demonstrated pragmatically and for the first time the fear that white working-class Americans have of Negroes.”

University of Maryland athletics moved ahead with integration anyway. The autumn preceding Wallace’s near-triumph, Darryl Hill transferred to Maryland from the Naval Academy, becoming the first African American to play football at a white school in the South. (Hill, who himself suffered instances of overt racial prejudice as he traveled around the ACC during his playing career, was honored by making the coin toss at the expanded conference’s first intra-league football championship game in December 2005.) Then, during the spring in which Wallace polled strongly in Maryland, Jones and Johnson became the school’s first African-American basketball signees. Chris Richmond, a black junior-college graduate with local roots, also went out for the basketball squad in the fall of 1964. He was cut prior to the start of the season and never officially played in a Terrapin uniform.

Johnson signed to play at Maryland shortly after Jones, with whom he matriculated and eventually played in the backcourt. But while Jones knew that he was breaking the color barrier, Johnson did not. He felt cheated when he found out.

“As a matter of fact, it didn’t even occur to me until I saw the article in the paper that said it,” recalls Johnson, a soft-spoken man with an easy laugh. Bald, with gold-rimmed glasses, he often looks down as he speaks, as if avoiding confrontation. “You never thought about being a pioneer. You never thought about being someone like a Jackie Robinson. One of the things that kind of got to me was the fact that, to be a first meant that a lot of things that would happen to the second and the third and the fourth won’t happen to the first.”

Johnson spent half his childhood in Seat Pleasant, Maryland, at the eastern edge of the District of Columbia; there he attended segregated schools. Yet he failed to appreciate his home state’s Southern orientation until subjected to an unexpected geography lesson on a school field trip to a Revolutionary War battle site. “As we crossed into Pennsylvania, we saw a sign that said YOU ARE NOW CROSSING THE MASON-DIXON LINE,” Johnson said. “I said, ‘My God, I didn’t know that we were south of the Mason-Dixon Line.’ It was funny.”

Black students in Prince George’s County did not begin attending high school with whites until Johnson’s senior year (1963–64), nearly a decade after the Brown decision. As in the districts from Kansas to South Carolina that spawned the landmark desegregation suit, African-American students in Prince George’s County were bused long distances to Fairmont Heights High, often passing white schools as they went. “The school was so far away that some of the ballplayers never played because they couldn’t get home,” Johnson said.

Johnson’s parents, Julius and Susie Johnson, had come to the D.C. area to escape such inequities. They hailed from Statesboro, Georgia, northwest of Savannah, where his father had advanced to the eleventh grade and his mother finished the ninth. That was above-average schooling for African Americans in the rural South, where the accent was more on training than education. After their move Julius Sr. became an automobile mechanic and opened his own business. The Johnsons spoke little of life in Georgia, other than telling their son and daughter about going to town on Saturdays and being forced to go to the back of a restaurant to order their fish sandwiches.

“They never said anything about race relations,” said Johnson Jr., who moved so fast as a high school ballplayer that he was nicknamed Peter Rabbit (and thus called Pete).

The family first lived in the Capitol Hill section of D.C. in integrated circumstances, the realities of racism kept mercifully at bay. “I just thought everybody was as happy as we were,” Johnson said. “I had white friends, and we would play and run. I never saw a difference; they never saw a difference.” That sheltered existence was shattered when the family moved to Seat Pleasant and Johnson’s mother sent her nine-year-old son to the store. His path took him past an apartment complex where a half-dozen white teenagers loitered on the sidewalk. Thinking nothing of it, Johnson walked between them and immediately was accosted. But just when the jostling began, one of the boys intervened, calling off his friends. “I can’t even remember his face,” Johnson said. “I just remember what he did and what he said. And then he put his hands on my shoulders and told me to go home. At that point, on my way home, I realized that there was a problem. That’s when it hit me.”

Ronnie Hogue, a resident of the District of Columbia and the first African-American player at the University of Georgia, came to a similarly sobering realization about his home turf. “At first I was brainwashed and thought all the bad people were in the South,” he said. “Maryland was just as bad as Georgia.”

Billy Jones (“William is so aristocratic and formal,” he protests) was a sixth grader when he enrolled in an integrated school, moving race to the forefront of his experience. Jones grew up in East Towson, an African-American enclave on the outskirts of Baltimore where his family had lived since 1903. Racial separation was the order of things. The Towson Theater, six blocks from his house, wasn’t integrated until Jones was a senior in college. Fittingly, the first film shown to an integrated audience was To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee’s story of racial prejudice in the Deep South.

“Baltimore and Washington were as segregated as Mississippi,” according to Clarence “Big House” Gaines, an athletic hero at Morgan State in Baltimore who subsequently became a Hall of Fame basketball coach at Winston-Salem State University in North Carolina. “I left in 1945 to come down here. A Black woman couldn’t try on a hat in Baltimore in the store; couldn’t stay in a hotel, either.”

Jones was born in 1946 and raised by his mother, Ruth. The boy was barely out of infancy when his father, ditchdigger Ernest Jones, was killed in the collapse of a trench on which he was working. His widow, “a very proud lady,” according to Jones, supported her son and four daughters by laboring as a maid in West Towson. “We had necessities, but I didn’t realize I was poor until I got to high school,” Jones said. “Kids had cars. Kids go on vacations. Kids do this at Christmas; kids do that at Christmas. They go away for the summers. That was all foreign to me. I learned to make do with what we had.”

The disparity only whetted Jones’s appetite to leave West Towson, where talent was frequently squandered and, he says, “People who went off to college were legendary.” Jones readily reeled off the names of those who made good their escape. His basketball heroes, in fact, were All-America Oscar Robertson of Cincinnati and David Bishop, a local product who prospered at Virginia State University.

Jones believed that responses to the racism inherent in daily life separated youngsters who escaped from those who “never got a job other than wearing a uniform with their name on it and working for somebody in a parking complex.” He said, “I think a part of it was that in some ways, the system of bigotry beat them down. They just did not have any more resistance.”

By contrast forceful and direct, Jones found his resolve strengthened by a policeman who off-handedly called him a “monkey”; a store employee who shadowed him simply because of his skin color (a slight he says he still endures); teachers who automatically doubted his intelligence; and strangers who spat in his face. “It taught me an awful lot in terms of just plain perseverance—just hang tough, do what you have to do to stay focused,” said Jones, later manager of cast services at Disney World in Orlando, Florida. “If I had responded to that stuff, I’d still be fighting. I wouldn’t have had time to do anything else.”

Sports in particular were an avenue to equality and self-confidence at Towson High. Jones played football, basketball, and lacrosse but would have stood out anyway, given that his large senior class contained only a handful of African Americans. He was the only Black quarterback in his league and believes that he was the first African American to play lacrosse in Baltimore County. Lacrosse was not without racial undercurrents; Jones was twice hit in the groin with a stick while playing against one particular school, actions that he suspected the opposing coach countenanced.

Jones’s college choice came down to Michigan or Maryland, where he was already familiar with the campus. “My whole point was, I’ll swap my basketball for a degree,” he said. “That was my mind-set. I don’t have aspirations to go to the NBA. All I know is, I’ll go down there and play my heart out for Coach Millikan, and in return I’ll get a degree. That’s my focus: I want to get a degree.”

For Millikan, Jones’s race was not a factor in extending an offer. “To me he was just a very deserving young man who could play basketball and deserved an opportunity to get an education,” the coach said. “By God, I was right!”

Johnson, who did have pro aspirations, toyed with the idea of following his hero, Dave Bing, to Syracuse. The streak-shooting second guard decided instead to stay close to home, where friends and family could see him play and media coverage was likely to be substantial.

Neither players’ parents shared concerns with Millikan about the dangers facing their sons as they crossed the color line, according to the coach. “I don’t know that anything came up,” he said. “I can’t recall that anything was ever said to me, inquiring from me, ‘Well, what will happen?’ Had they asked, I would have said, ‘I probably don’t know what will happen, other than the fact that he will be treated exactly the same as everybody else that’s on our squad. If we are going to go into a place to stay, we will go into a place to stay. If we go into a place to eat, we will go into a place to eat. That’s the only thing I know. There will be no difference whatsoever.’”

Jones appreciated the quiet protection, the tacit support. But both he and Johnson said their coach’s insistence on treating them no differently than their teammates was myopic, no matter how well-intended. Like it or not, they stood inescapably apart as visible exceptions to white society. “We were not normal, and we shouldn’t have been treated as normal because it was an abnormal situation, especially for the first time,” Johnson said.

Jones said: “I give Millikan credit. He didn’t have to do what he did. He offered an opportunity. He didn’t know how to do it. How do you practice riding a bike until you get up on one? It’s like raising kids; there is no rehearsal for raising kids. So he didn’t know exactly what to do. I sympathize in a way, empathize with him in a way. Back then the philosophy was to treat all people the same.

“We know in human psychology that’s not the way you treat people—you treat people the way they want to be treated. The paradigm has switched, but in his mind he was doing the right thing. Your moral fibers tell you what to do; his moral fiber was operating correctly. He didn’t understand the scenario. I am different. When somebody tells me, ‘I never see you as a black person,’ my message to them is ‘Then you don’t see me, because I am Black. You’re really not seeing me. I understand what you’re trying to say. I can appreciate that. But the reality is I am Black. I want you to understand that and see that, deal with it.’”

The civil rights movement forced whites to confront the issue of race. Otherwise, it remained abstract to those who never knew or competed athletically against African Americans while growing up. “I don’t think back then you gave much thought to the racial situation in this country,” Gary Williams says of his own post–World War II childhood, “because everything was so separate that you never had to deal with it.” Williams, who played at Maryland from 1964 to 1967, grew up in Collingswood, New Jersey. He encountered Black players only in pickup basketball action in Trenton and Camden. “I don’t think there were any Black kids in our high school,” he said. “How’d that work? But that’s the way it was.”

At first, Williams did not notice that the university he attended had only a smattering of African Americans or that the league in which he competed had none at all. “In the ACC, you played like 16 league games, but you didn’t play against any Blacks,” he said. “I didn’t think about it then. I don’t think many major Southern universities had a lot of Black students back then. It wasn’t any different than Carolina or other places like that, I’m sure.”

Millikan, from all-white environs in Missouri, says he tried for years to recruit African-American players on Maryland’s home turf, from Elgin Baylor to John Thompson to Bing. But the university had too few Black undergraduates to foster a welcoming environment, and its basketball program was seriously handicapped in other aspects as well.

Early in Millikan’s tenure, which began in 1950, boxing matches at Ritchie Coliseum—an on-campus arena seating 4,200—drew larger crowds than the basketball games that followed. “By the time the teams warmed up,” said Millikan of his first and only head coaching assignment, “most of the crowd was gone.” Maryland didn’t offer a full scholarship until 1953–54, when senior All-America Gene Shue received one. Millikan did not have a full-time assistant coach until 1962. “Shoot, we hardly had lockers individually,” said the coach who exclaimed “Hell’s fire!” when irked. Meanwhile, league rivals in North Carolina had embraced the sport. North Carolina, Wake Forest, and Duke all had appeared in at least one Final Four by 1964.

In December 1955 the Terrapins moved to the 14,500-seat Student Activities Building (officially named for Judge William P. Cole Jr. and thereafter better known as Cole Field House, the building was repurposed as a football practice facility in 2021 and renamed the Jones-Hill House in honor of its pioneering Black players in basketball and football). Among East Coast facilities, only New York’s Madison Square Garden was larger. State high school championships were played at Cole, introducing players like Jones and Johnson to the College Park campus, where both won prep titles in their respective divisions. But Millikan found the benefits minimal and focused his recruiting on Pennsylvania and New Jersey. “There wasn’t a basketball player in Maryland, hardly,” he said. “The only thing they played was lacrosse at that time.”

Even with its handicaps, Maryland basketball got off to a good start under Millikan, considered a potential successor to Hall of Famer Henry “Hank” Iba, for whom he played and worked as an assistant at Oklahoma A&M (now Oklahoma State). Millikan’s only previous head coaching experience was at the high school level, but during his first season at Maryland the disciplined Terrapins led the nation in field goal accuracy, making 39.8 percent of their shots. Moreover, the Terps were the only non–North Carolina team to capture an ACC title in the league’s first 17 years, winning the 1958 conference tournament. They finished in the upper division of the eight-member ACC in six of the league’s first seven seasons before falling off the pace.

The program hit a low point in 1963, its second consecutive eight-win season. Millikan was hanged in effigy on campus, a common expression of student dissatisfaction in those days. “Those hangings in effigy were strictly the work of a small group of campus beatniks,” Jim Kehoe, chairman of Maryland’s athletic council, said dismissively. Yet Kehoe, the school’s long-time track coach before becoming its athletics director in 1969, agreed with those who found fault with Millikan’s coaching: “I thought he was one of the outstanding coaches in America, but, frankly, he couldn’t recruit. He never got the big man. Basketball was moving into a time when everybody was high scoring, and Bud stuck with the Iba concept.”

By the time Millikan was forced out following the 1967 season, fan support had dissipated to such an extent that the atmosphere at Cole was “disheartening,” noted Kent Baker in Red, White and Amen: Maryland Basketball. “ACC rivals played before packed, howling, reassuringly partisan audiences. Comparatively, Maryland played in a morgue.”

Millikan’s program briefly regained its footing in 1964–65, when Jones and Johnson were freshmen. The Terrapins finished 18–8 and tied for second place, ending a three-season run of losing records. That season Frank Fellows, a part-time assistant coach and professor in the college of physical education, directed the freshman team. Fellows allowed players more freedom than they would enjoy in Millikan’s regimented system. Jones and Johnson appeared in every contest as the squad compiled a 9–7 record. (Fellows eventually succeeded Millikan, surviving two losing seasons as head coach.)

Johnson led the 1965 freshmen in scoring with 20.6 points per game, higher than he would ever average on the varsity. Twice he scored 29 points in a game. Johnson was sufficiently aggressive in attacking the basket to pace the team in free throw attempts, an unusual achievement for a 6-foot guard. Once he had 23 rebounds in a game. Jones was second on the freshman team in scoring with 17.3 points, second in free throw tries, and second in rebounds, with 154 in 16 games.

“Pete Johnson could have played in the NBA. I really believe that,” said Williams. The intense head coach, who led his alma mater to the 2002 national championship and a school-record run of 11 straight NCAA appearances (1994–2004), had eight first-round NBA draft picks since returning to Maryland. “Billy was a good athlete playing basketball. Pete was more of a pure basketball player.”

Millikan remembered Jones as “tremendously agile. Decent shooter. Smart kid, smart player. Knew how to do what he needed to do. Very competitive. He was very, very good in some of our pressing-type defenses. He helped us a lot.” That help extended off the court, where Johnson came to rely personally on Jones, who had previous experience in an integrated environment. “I guess if I was there just by myself, I don’t know how I would have made it,” says Johnson, who served as a nondenomi-national minister in Maryland for more than two decades. “He would be like a big brother. He understood a lot more than I understood, and I fought against a lot of things that he didn’t fight against. I didn’t openly fight; I wasn’t openly rebellious. I was just frustrated, and nobody knew it…. But I got along. I didn’t create problems on the team or anything like that.”

Johnson’s high school coach stressed sportsmanship, perhaps recognizing that an all-Black team would undergo special scrutiny. His players were instructed to speak politely to one another as well as to others, to always hand rather than toss the ball to an official, and to never disrupt, dispute, or disrespect.

So when a racially tinged episode went unremarked prior to Johnson’s freshman season at Maryland, the experience undermined his confidence in Millikan. It never fully returned. The team held a workout involving freshmen and upperclassmen that summer of 1964, the sort called voluntary but deemed mandatory. Johnson found himself matched against a white senior. “I’d just run all over him, playing defense, making it very hard for him,” he said. “And then he couldn’t stay with me. So he just started calling me names.” Johnson played on, expecting the coaches to quash the racist banter, but nothing was said, then or later.

Jones didn’t hear the comments, yet he found Johnson’s recollection quite plausible. As a senior the burly guard/forward got into a locker room scuffle with a white teammate who called him a racially altered version of “Neanderthal.” Millikan knew nothing of that incident, which brought anger bubbling to Jones’s otherwise placid surface. “I wanted to beat him to death,” he said of his teammate.

“In the heat of battle, some things would come out,” Jones said of bigoted remarks. “Pete and I, I think personality-wise, are a little different. I honestly think that they [other players] may have thought if they said something to me, I would respond. I don’t mind being physical. I played that way, and I really don’t mind it.”

Internalizing wounds and disappointments, as Johnson did, fit the strategy embraced by Maryland’s first African-American players in football and basketball. They kept their own counsel, tended to their own affairs. When hassled on the College Park campus or outside their motel in Charlottesville prior to a game at the University of Virginia, they dealt with the situation without assistance or guidance from their coaches.

Blending in was hard work. There were few guideposts, few relevant examples to emulate. The outside world paid little attention to Jones, Johnson, and cohorts as they set out on uncharted racial seas. They, more than their coaches and professors, were left to measure for themselves what constituted progress or danger or wisdom.

“We’d shut the door, and we’d talk,” Jones said. “It was not an easy time. It required constant adjustment and trying to see the good in stuff and not interpret something in the negative. Something happens, let’s not make it a racial thing, necessarily…. Let’s not make it an issue here, because then you get sidetracked. Am I causing myself more problems than it’s worth? Am I bringing up stuff that I should be able to handle? I handled it before I met Bud, so I thought, ‘I’m going to handle it now, and I’m not going to tell anybody.’”

Later, Millikan and many colleagues proudly reported that integrating their squads went well. A key indicator, in the coaches’ estimation, was that their office doors were always open, yet groundbreaking African-American players voiced few complaints. Chip Connor, an assistant coach at Virginia in the early 1970s, when Al Drummond was the sole Black player on the squad, offers a typical recollection: “Drummond almost never came to the office and complained about anything. He never said, ‘My social life is this or that. I’m not having a good time.’ He never said anything.” Jones counters rhetorically: “What are you going to say? ‘Coach, I don’t have a date?’ What are you going to say? Seriously.”

Johnson said the tension of a pioneer’s role “was just well-hidden.” And the tension surely was more pronounced for the cadre of young men who attended segregated schools and stepped with little preparation into a predominantly white milieu. Among the arguments mounted by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in the Brown case was that a segregated system had a deleterious effect on the self-image of African-Americans relegated to inferior schools and inferior social status, as was clearly the case under “separate but equal” policies. The insular world from which they emerged might be nurturing and protective, but it also was fraught with handicaps both physical and psychological.

“If we did it all over again, would we do it any better?” Jones wondered. “I don’t know if I did all I was supposed to do, so I can’t call anybody else now on what they didn’t do.”

Jones and Johnson both struggled academically at Maryland, at least at first. The low point of his college years, Jones said, was a disappointing freshman grade-point average that he soon righted. He would go on to earn both an undergraduate and a master’s degree. Johnson, on the other hand, stayed in academic trouble and never graduated. When he and Jones were sophomores, Millikan asked Johnson to redshirt so that he could get up to speed academically. That meant the guard would sit out the 1965–66 season without losing any playing eligibility under NCAA regulations then in effect. Reluctantly, Johnson acquiesced.

Consequently, for an entire season Jones stood alone, feeling “somewhat abandoned” by Johnson. He became the first African-American to play in an ACC varsity basketball game when the Terrapins lost, 65–61, at Penn State on December 1, 1965.

That year, and in ensuing seasons when Johnson joined Jones on the varsity, white teammates and coaches did their best to remove hurdles and to address prejudices before they harmed the two Black players. Or, at least, they tried within a limited spectrum of understanding. “Billy and Pete could take care of themselves,” Williams said. “We made sure they weren’t ganged up on—like rough, elbow stuff in a game—because they were black. The only overt situation I ever saw was when we played Duke one Saturday night. We were taking the train back to D.C. overnight, and we had walked into the train station [in Durham]. They had a little lunch place. They had a white place to eat and a little Black stand where you could get stuff to go. This was back in 1967, I guess, and they wouldn’t serve Billy there where we were. So we all just left. That was the only thing like that. Nobody ever kept us out of a hotel room because of having Black guys.”

Jones appreciated that Williams and others took him “under their wing” by tending to his welfare. He later heard of situations in which Millikan changed team plans out of similar sensitivity. But for all the concern, Jones says, those around him inhabited a separate universe, one in which they took for granted freedoms he dared not assume. “You had to always be conscious of where you were,” Jones said. “That’s something other players didn’t have. They never thought about it.”

Jones assiduously avoided situations on the road that might prove confrontational. When teammates tried to include him in outings, he often excused himself and stayed in his room, pleading the press of schoolwork. “I was more concerned with that person off the street starting something with me than I was with somebody during the game itself,” Jones said. “Fifteen thousand people and the officials, what are they going to do to me? Other than call me a name, what are they going to do to me?”

Certainly there was plenty of name-calling. Johnson remembers students at a North Carolina school—he thinks it was Duke—chanting “Leroy! Leroy!,” a derogative term for African Americans. “They thought that was so very funny,” he said. Williams has ugly memories of Clemson and the University of South Carolina, which Johnson says were “the worst” places to play. “I’m not sure there had ever been a Black player in their gym, let alone playing on a team,” Williams said of the ACC’s original southernmost outposts. “It was tough. You could hear stuff from the stands. You know, the usual name-calling. Yelling stuff at us, too, the white guys, for playing with those guys.”

Jones might dismiss the dangers posed by hostile fans, yet both he and Johnson admit to having altered their play on the road. Jones says that he first circumscribed his conduct in high school, quickly calculating the costs and benefits of chasing a ball into the stands. “Sometimes you’d kind of let it go and get back, as opposed to getting in that stand and getting punched,” he says. “I guarantee that doesn’t exist for Gary. He never thought of that. Never, ever crossed his mind.”

Life on the road accented the separateness of Maryland’s Black players. They were surrounded by white people day after day, traveling places where few African Americans ventured. Sometimes the sense of isolation grew so heavy that Johnson and Jones sought out predominantly Black schools in the cities they visited just “to see some Black people,” Jones says.

Returning to College Park was not altogether comfortable, either. During his senior year Jones was quoted publicly as saying that bias against African Americans “absolutely” existed at the University of Maryland, particularly when it came to the social scene. Campus life revolved around fraternities, yet Jones was never invited to a frat party, let alone rushed by one of the many fraternities. That remained true his senior season, when he was a team co-captain and yet, unlike his white counterparts, was not avidly sought for social functions. “You felt like you were a partial citizen,” Jones said. “You were a noble but partial citizen. That’s not the greatest of feelings.”

Games provided a respite, one denied to Johnson during 1965–66 while he sat out. Jones ran into a backstop support early that same season, suffered a hairline fracture in his foot, and missed nine games in December and January. Maryland finished the season with a 14–11 record. Jones was injured and unable to play in New Orleans when his presence in the hotel dining room so pleased African Americans on the kitchen staff.

Jones was back in the lineup, injury undiagnosed, well in advance of the 1966 ACC tournament, held for the last time at Raleigh’s Reynolds Coliseum on the North Carolina State University campus. There, during the Dixie Classic holiday tournament in December 1958, fans had hectored Oscar Robertson, a Black player for the University of Cincinnati. The crowd reaction was far different when Jones took the Reynolds floor as a substitute in the Terps’ ACC tournament opener, a 77–70 loss to North Carolina. On that early March evening, he was accorded a polite ovation that went unremarked by the sports media. Jones cherished the moment, if only as validation from a corps of knowledgeable and ultimately accepting fans. “I really felt that the fans appreciated basketball, and that was my read on why I got the hand when I went into the game,” Jones said. “I think it was acknowledging the fact that this young Black kid had survived the season.”

The season ended in a more emphatic manner two weeks later at Cole Field House. Texas Western (later the University of Texas–El Paso), employing an African-American starting five, upset lily-white Kentucky, coached by Adolph Rupp, to win the NCAA championship. The game proved pivotal to changing perceptions. Texas Western entered the NCAA Tournament with a 23–1 record. Coach Don Haskins’s Miners played tough defense, allowing but 62 points per game, 8 fewer than Kentucky. Yet they were given little chance of winning the title, largely due to a stereotypical view of black players’ capabilities. “The Miners,” wrote James H. Jackson of the Baltimore Sun, “don’t worry much about defense” but instead “try to pour the ball through the hoop as fast as possible … The running, gunning Texas quintet can do more things with a basketball than a monkey on a 50-foot jungle wire.”

There were, in fact, two styles of play prevalent in college basketball at the time. Most white teams played a deliberate, patterned style predicated on screens and passes, with two distinct guards, two distinct forwards, and a center. Iba, Rupp, and Long Island University’s Clair Bee were the leading practitioners of this style. All are in the Basketball Hall of Fame. “Everything was a pattern,” Big House Gaines, the former Winston-Salem State coach, said. “If you didn’t run a pattern, you were playing what they called niggerball.” African Americans tended to play a more up-tempo, aggressive game. “We have always played 94–40, smoke and smother,” said Harvey Heartley, former head coach at St. Augustine’s College in Raleigh, North Carolina, alluding to the dimensions in feet of a basketball court. “What that meant was we were going to come after you from baseline to baseline for 40 minutes.”

Millikan, recommended for the Maryland job by Iba, most decidedly believed in pass and screen, to the chagrin of many players. “I disagree wholeheartedly that it’s slowpoke, I’ll put it that way,” Millikan said of his attack. “We wanted to make sure we had the ball with us.” Maryland proved to be Millikan’s only college head coaching assignment. By the time he completed his 17-year tenure at College Park, his approach—which included Iba’s practice of having players lie on their stomachs on the court during timeouts to combat crowd noise—was a bit anachronistic.

Jones and Williams went on to become coaches. Both credit Millikan for teaching them the importance of defense, which the Terps prosecuted in a tough, disciplined, up-tempo manner. That was in distinct contrast, however, to their deliberate offense. “The offense style didn’t complement the defensive style,” Jones said. “One was very, very aggressive, in-your-face, go-at-you, and the other was walk it down and run through nine options.”

“You played a certain way,” Williams said. “That was the way Hank Iba played, and that was the way we were going to play. In other words, we played what we called a ‘white style’ back then. There’s no doubt about it. We made a lot of passes. We weren’t allowed to go between our legs or behind our backs. [Millikan] was much more comfortable if you set up every time rather than run a fast break. We played with our back foot on the top of the circle. That’s where our man-to-man defense started. That’s where Oklahoma A&M started their defense. That’s all we did, but we did it well.”

Certain players, usually forwards, were the designated shooters in Millikan’s system. Everyone else was expected to fill a subordinate offensive role. Jones and Johnson were not among the anointed and thus were castigated during games for taking shots they had mastered in high school. Millikan yelled, waved his arms, threw towels, or otherwise took pains to express his displeasure. Jones still vividly recalls such an instance at Wake Forest, where the team benches were located along the baseline. “So, if I face the basket, I’m looking right at Coach Millikan. I can remember getting the ball, faking one way and wheeling, going the other way on the dribble, and shooting about an 8-foot, left-handed hook. Coach jumps up and tells me, ‘No!’ He screams ‘No!’ at me.” Incidents of that sort severely eroded confidence, to the point that Johnson and Jones discussed transferring to another school.

Jones used the experience to shape his coaching philosophy. He believed that Williams likewise embraced a fast-paced offense based on the disappointments of playing Millikan’s way. “Part of my philosophy was to build players’ confidence, to make sure they had enough shooting drills to give enough confidence to take the shots, enough confidence to make decisions,” said Jones, who was an assistant coach at American University, San Diego State, and Stanford before directing the University Maryland–Baltimore County basketball program for a dozen years.

Johnson likewise was limited by Millikan’s system. “Pete was a pretty jump shooter and really slick with the ball,” Jones said. “That was Pete’s game. I think he was ahead of his time when it came to offensive skill. He really was. There weren’t that many players playing that way. But taking your man and breaking him down one-on-one, that was not part of Bud’s offense.”

The result was confusion, frustration, and resentment on Johnson’s part. Dissatisfaction affected his schoolwork and soured his view of Millikan’s coaching. He felt insulted, not instructed, when he tried to rise to an occasion during a game—he’d done repeatedly in high school—only to be reprimanded for his shot selection. He speculated that his redshirt season, his failure to start games, and his playing time were attributable to his skin color. He wondered why Maryland recruited him, only to impose a style adverse to his game and professional aspirations. Once admittedly “so cocky” about his abilities that “nothing could ever destroy that,” Johnson fell into a prolonged funk. “There was a conflict going on between the things I knew I could do and wanted to do, and [the things I] couldn’t do and they didn’t want me to,” Johnson said. “Boy, I was so frustrated. There wasn’t much room in the system to use your abilities, and I wanted to. So you get to the point where you leave this off, and you leave that off just to get on the court and to fit in. After a while of not practicing those things, they become kind of dormant.”

For all that, Johnson enjoyed a successful career. He appeared in all 75 games Maryland played from the 1966–67 through 1968–69 seasons. He scored in double figures each year, including his junior season, when he recorded a team-high average of 15.0 points per game. Jones, who sometimes played at forward, managed only a 2.8-point average in 1965–66, his first year on the varsity. He became a starter as an upperclassman, recording consecutive double-figure scoring averages in 1966–67 and 1967–68. Both players believe that they also had a major impact forcing turnovers, blocking shots, and making assists, statistics that went widely unrecorded in college basketball until the 1980s.

Johnson made peace with his Maryland athletic career when, after working for the recreation department in Washington, D

















APPENDIX


First Black Players, By Year Arrived And League





	Year
	ACC
	SEC





	1964
	Maryland
	



	1965
	Duke
	



	1966
	North Carolina, Wake Forest
	Vanderbilt



	1967
	N.C. State
	



	1968
	
	Auburn



	1969
	Clemson, South Carolina
	Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky



	1970
	Virginia
	Florida, Louisiana State, Mississippi



	1971
	
	Mississippi State, Tennessee










Players by School, Freshman Season





	League
	School
	Player
	Freshman Season



	






	ACC
	Clemson
	Craig Mobley
	1969-70



	Duke
	C. B. Claiborne
	1965-66



	Maryland
	Billy Jones, Pete Johnson
	1964-65



	North Carolina
	Charles Scott
	1966-67



	N.C. State
	Al Heartley
	1967-68



	South Carolina
	Casey Manning
	1969-70



	Virginia
	Al Drummond
	1970-71



	Wake Forest
	Norwood Todmann
	1966-67



	
	
	
	



	SEC
	Alabama
	Wendell Hudson
	1969-70



	Auburn
	Henry Harris
	1968-69



	Georgia
	Ronnie Hogue
	1969-70



	Florida
	Malcolm Meeks, Steve Williams
	1970-71



	Kentucky
	Tom Payne Jr.
	1969-70



	Louisiana State
	Collis Temple Jr.
	1970-71



	Mississippi
	Coolidge Ball
	1970-71



	Mississippi State
	Larry Fry, Jerry Jenkins
	1971-72



	Tennessee
	Wilbert Cherry*
	1970-71



	Vanderbilt
	Perry Wallace
	1966-67






*Teammate Larry Robinson was a junior college transfer.
Note: Freshmen were not eligible for varsity competition until 1972-73.








Players by First Year of Varsity Participation





	Year
	Player
	School
	Home State



	






	1965–66
	Billy Jones
	Maryland
	Maryland



	
	
	
	



	1966–67
	C. B. Claiborne
	Duke
	Virginia



	Pete Johnson
	Maryland
	Maryland



	
	
	
	



	1967–68
	Charles Scott
	North Carolina
	New York



	Norwood Todmann
	Wake Forest
	New York



	Perry Wallace
	Vanderbilt
	Tennessee



	
	
	
	



	1968–69
	Al Heartley
	N.C. State
	North Carolina



	
	
	
	



	1969–70
	Henry Harris
	Auburn
	Alabama



	
	
	
	



	1970–71
	Ronnie Hogue
	Georgia
	Washington, D.C.



	Wendell Hudson
	Alabama
	Alabama



	Casey Manning
	South Carolina
	South Carolina



	Craig Mobley
	Clemson
	South Carolina



	Tom Payne Jr.
	Kentucky
	Kentucky



	
	
	
	



	1971–72
	Coolidge Ball
	Mississippi
	Mississippi



	Wilbert Cherry
	Tennessee
	Tennessee



	Al Drummond
	Virginia
	New York



	Malcolm Meeks
	Florida
	Florida



	Larry Robinson
	Tennessee
	Virginia



	Collis Temple Jr.
	Louisiana State
	Louisiana



	Steve Williams
	Florida
	Florida



	
	
	
	



	1972–73
	Larry Fry
	Mississippi State
	Tennessee



	Jerry Jenkins
	Mississippi State
	Mississippi









All-Conference Players





	League
	Player
	School
	Seasons League Honors Earned



	






	ACC
	Charles Scott*
	North Carolina
	1968: First team



	
	
	1969: First team



	
	
	1970: First team



	
	
	1970: Academic



	Al Heartley
	N.C. State
	1970: Academic



	SEC
	Perry Wallace
	Vanderbilt
	1970: Second team



	Tom Payne Jr.
	Kentucky
	1971: First team



	Wendell Hudson**
	Alabama
	1972: First team



	
	
	1973: First team



	Ronnie Hogue
	Georgia
	1972: Second team



	Coolidge Ball
	Mississippi
	1972: Second team



	
	
	1973: Second team



	
	
	1974: Third team



	Henry Harris
	Auburn
	1972: Third team



	Larry Robinson
	Tennessee
	1972: Academic



	
	
	1973: Third team



	Collis Temple Jr.
	Louisiana State
	1973: Academic



	
	
	1974: Third team



	Jerry Jenkins
	Mississippi State
	1974: Third team



	
	
	1975: Second team






*Also named to All-America second team in 1968, first team in 1969 and 1970, and Academic All-America team in 1970.


**Also named to All-America team in 1973.
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