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Introduction


In this, the
third instalment of my series, I will be looking at my top twenty
‘B’ sides of sixties singles that in my opinion were worthy of
release as ‘A’ sides and which may have become hits in their own
right.

Listening to
them now I am very aware that the majority were records of their
time and would probably sink without a trace nowadays. However,
whenever I play these tracks now, albeit on a CD player or my
Brennan JB7 hard disk instead of a record player, I still enjoy the
music as much as I did then.

There are a
number of artists that have already featured in the first two
volumes of MisHits of the Sixties and even a couple where both the
A and ‘B’ side are now included in the series. I have always found
from the very earliest days of my record buying, that there are
certainly instances where, upon playing the ‘B’ side of a single
purchased, I thought the ‘B’ side either as good as the ‘A’ side or
even better.

In two cases
the ‘B’ sides became a hit in their own right: one when it was
released as the ‘A’ side in America and the other when recorded by
a different artist. I take this as a sign that my theory is not
wholly unsupportable. You will no doubt have different opinions to
mine of this selection, but this is my Top Twenty.



No’s 20 - 11



No 20

 Cat Stevens

School Is
Out

‘A’ Side:
I’m Gonna Get Me A Gun

Although I
bought this record for the ‘A’ side “I’m Gonna Get Me A Gun”,
following a few plays of both sides I found that I much preferred
the flip side “School Is Out”. This song, although not as obviously
commercial, had more depth to it. The more I played it, the more my
appreciation of its changes in tempo and melody grew. Also, as a
fifteen year old interested more in sports than academia, the title
and lyrics didn’t go amiss either. It has a similar theme, if not
as rebellious as the Alice Cooper No 1 hit of 1972, “School’s
Out”.

I had been an
admirer of Cat Steven’s music since his first hits “I Love My Dog”
and “Matthew And Son”. He was also responsible for writing P P
Arnold’s first single success “The First Cut Is The Deepest” which
was in the charts at the same time as this single. The Tremeloes
Top Ten British chart hit “Here Comes My Baby” was also a Cat
Stevens composition.

Another of his
compositions to be covered was “Father And Son”, a No 2 hit in 1995
for Boyzone. Spookily, in 2004, a former member of Boyzone, Ronan
Keating, also had a No 2 hit with “Father And Son” featuring Yusuf
Islam, which was only kept off the No 1 spot by Band Aid 20’s song
“Do They Know It’s Christmas?” The featured artist Yusuf Islam is
in fact none other than Cat Stevens. In 1977 he had converted to
the Islamic faith and changed his name in 1978. His music career
was then left in abeyance until the 1990’s.

Since resuming
his career in the music industry under his adopted name, he has
released a number of singles and albums with only moderate
commercial success. His 2009 album release “Roadsinger” peaked at
No 10 in the British album charts. Subsequently in April 2014 he
was inducted into The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame by Art Garfunkel
and made sporadic live appearances.

I’m Gonna Get
Me A Gun / School Is Out entered the British charts on 1 April 1967
where it spent 10 weeks, reaching No 6. There was no success in
America for this single.

Written by Cat
Stevens, it can be found on the album “The Collection”.



No 19

 Lulu

To Sir With
Love

‘A’ Side:
Let’s Pretend

Lulu’s early
singles were no favourites of mine but this 1967 single proved
popular enough for me to buy it. The ‘B’ side “To Sir With Love”
from the film of the same name also appealed to me. I thought that
both songs were as good as each other and it must have been a
difficult choice to select the ‘A’ side.

In America “To
Sir With Love” was released as an ‘A’ side and proceeded to top the
US Top 40. It would be the only title in the 60’s to top the
American chart whilst not appearing as an ‘A’ side in the British
chart. This is another positive to my argument that there were ‘B’
sides in the 60’s that could well have been hits if released
separately.

“To Sir With
Love” is a tuneful ballad with lyrics suited to the story of the
film sung in the typical Lulu style. Even though, as I’ve stated
previously, I’m no great fan of Lulu’s work in general, there is no
disputing what a fine voice she possesses.

Ironically,
one of my other favourite songs by Lulu is another film theme: the
theme tune to the 1974 James Bond film “The Man With The Golden
Gun”. A similar title, “The Man Who Sold The World” provided Lulu
with a British top 3 hit.

Lulu was
married to Bee Gee Maurice Gibb for approximately four years,
wedding him in 1969 at the age of twenty. She has also dated Davy
Jones of Monkees fame and was rumoured to have been close to David
Bowie at the time of their collaboration on “The Man Who Sold The
World”.

Much like
Cilla Black in the late 60’s and early 70’s her popularity led to
her being given her own series of shows on television.

Let’s Pretend
/ To Sir With Love entered the British charts on 1 July 1967 where
it spent 11 weeks, reaching No 11. To Sir With Love was a No 1 hit
in America.

Written by Don
Black / Mark London this track can be found on “Lulu - The Greatest
Hits”.



No 18

 Dave Dee, Dozy, Beaky, Mick and Tich

Shame

‘A’ Side:
Save Me

This group’s
1966 single “Save Me” was my second purchase of a Dave Dee, Dozy,
Beaky, Mick & Tich record, following “Hideaway”. Today these
are still my two favourite singles by this band, even taking into
account the likes of “The Legend of Xanadu”, “Bend It” and
“Zabadak”.

The ‘B’ side
of “Save Me”, titled “Shame”, is also my preferred choice above the
more successful output. It is hard to classify, as to me, there are
shades of psychedelia, typical DDDBM&T harmonies, driving beat
and changes of tempo. All of these make for an entertaining and
interesting sound that would not have seemed out of place as an ‘A’
side release.

Some years
ago, before Dave Dee sadly passed away, I had the pleasure of
seeing the group in a sixties revival tour. They lived up to and
probably exceeded my expectations. With thirteen top thirty singles
to their name, in my opinion, they deserve to be mentioned as
amongst the most popular groups of the sixties.

At the time of
this release I was 14 going on 15, in my first year of ‘0’levels.
If memory serves me right, DDDBM&T were considered a commercial
singles group, but listening to their extended and long play
output, I thought they were quite experimental. At that time, I
would not go around shouting out that I was a fan of theirs, but if
anyone asked I wouldn’t deny it either.

I always think
of this group as being quintessentially British in their sound and
subject matter which probably explains why they never made the
American Top 40 chart. Check out their song “Loos of England” and
you will see what I mean. Even though their music would, in all
probability, not appeal to today’s music fans, it will always
remind me of happy times as a sixties teenager.

Save Me /
Shame entered the British charts on 10 December 1966 where it spent
10 weeks, peaking at No 3. There was no success in America for this
single.

Written by
Harman, Wilson, Dymond, Davies, Amey, this track can be found on
the album “If Music Be The Food Of Love… Prepare For
Indigestion”.



No 17

 Kinks

I Need You

‘A’ Side:
Set Me Free

This was the
second single I purchased following the acquisition of a second
hand radiogram. May 1965; the excitement of starting my record
collection; I seem to remember that “Set Me Free” by the Kinks was
my first choice but was out of stock. It therefore fell to the Dave
Clark 5 with “Come Home” to be my first buy. However, within a week
“Set Me Free” was also obtained.

At that time
with my limited record collection it was important to play the ‘B’
sides as well. By the time I had played the ‘A’ sides three times
on the trot, my parents would be saying “not again!” Therefore by
interjecting the ‘B’ side I could manage at least another two plays
of the ‘A’ side.

“I Need You”
is a typical early Kinks song in the vein of “You Really Got Me”
and “All Day And All Of The Night”. Dave Davies’ distinctive guitar
playing is well to the fore on this record and legend has it that
he produced this sound by taking a razor blade to his
amplifier.

This release
in 1965 was one of a remarkable twelve Top 20 hits achieved by the
Kinks between August 1964 and October 1967, with all but one
release actually making the Top 10.

The Kinks also
provided the soundtrack for the film “Percy” starring Hywell
Bennett, released in 1971. Also featuring Elke Sommer and Britt
Ekland, this film concerns a nasty accident suffered by Hywell
Bennett in which he loses a vital appendage, and the subsequent
transplant. He then sets out to find out about the previous owner.
Well worth watching, if only for the Kinks output into the
soundtrack.

If you are a
fan of the Kinks, I would heartily recommend the stage production
“Sunny Afternoon”, the musical story of their early years. I had
the pleasure of seeing this in London recently (2015).

Set Me Free /
I Need You entered the British charts on 29 May 1965 where it spent
9 weeks, peaking at No 10. It reached No 23 in a four week stay in
the American charts..

Written by R D
Davies this track can be found on the album “Kinda Kinks”.



No 16

 Simon & Garfunkel

Flowers Never
Bend With The Rainfall

‘A’ Side: I
Am A Rock

Paul Simon and
Art Garfunkel have both had tremendously successful solo careers
but
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