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Queen of Pentacles

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the special deck, cut it and set it down. She drew the top card and saw it was the Queen of Pentacles. She turned and left the room just as Madeline was showing a client to the same room. Alice walked upstairs before anyone saw her.

She walked into her room and sat down at her desk. She could hear the music Eliot was listening to as he worked in the greenhouse. She found the corresponding cards in her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and took notes.

Time went by as the three elves did their individual work. No one paid that much attention to the time until Madeline decided it was time to cook for everyone again. She didn’t care how much noise she made. Alice blinked and set down her pen. She had written quite a few notes. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen.

Eliot turned off the music in the greenhouse and went to the kitchen. He set the table and stood by. He looked to Alice knowing it was time for her to talk about the card of the day. She glanced at him as she waited for her aunt to notice they were in the kitchen with her.

Madeline kept cooking, but was able to pause long enough to ask, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Queen of Pentacles.”

Madeline still cooking asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is extreme wealth, magnificence and grace, opulence, security, liberty, generosity and intelligence. It can mean greatness, tranquility, frankness, confidence, luxury, and gifts. It can be a resourceful person, fertility and domesticity.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a false front or underdeveloped ego. It can be the need to impress, evil, suspicion, viciousness and irresponsibility. It’s definitely not grace, magnificence or opulence. There is no security or generosity.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot said, “It will probably be the Queen of Wands.”

Alice laughed as she got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down to eat. They enjoyed the latest meal so much that they were quiet.

After some time, Eliot asked, “Alice, who is the Queen of Pentacles for you?”

Alice answered, “The upright Queen of Pentacles is my dad and the reversed Queen of Pentacles is my brother.”

Eliot gasped. “You have a brother?”

She nodded. “He’s older than I am and thinks he needs to impress everyone with his material wealth. It’s actually rather repulsive.”

Eliot nodded. “No wonder you don’t talk about him.”

Madeline said, “Alice’s brother was the favorite of her mother. He is quite annoying showing off his wealth and social status. I’m not sure there’s much else to him.”

Alice said, “He’s made it clear he doesn’t love me. Sometimes he’s nice to me, but only when my mother approves of me. Otherwise, he’s mean and tells me I’m just a whore who deserves to die on the street.”

Eliot frowned. “Your family makes too much of women playing whore especially when they don’t.”

Alice said, “This is so true.”

Madeline sighed. “Well, you’re not likely to meet Alice’s brother as one he’s quite busy and doesn’t think highly of me.”

Eliot nodded. “That’s not surprising. I don’t think I’d like him if I did meet him.”

Madeline said, “I have a few more clients, so I’ll see you later.” She stood up and left to let in the next client.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned up the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse. He turned on music and pulled up the current orders on the big screen. They got right to work.

He finished crafting his items and so he made up the boxes and set aside some packaging she could use for her items. He printed out labels and labeled each box. Then he checked to see where she was in her crafting. He made notes of which plants she would need before she ran out. He grabbed the tools he needed and then went to find the plants.

He came back not long afterwards and prepared them. He labeled each item when he was done. Placing everything on the shelf where she could find the items when she needed them. She smiled knowing she didn’t have to say anything. He knew what she needed to craft each item.

She finished the large orders and put her items in. He sealed up the boxes. The delivery person arrived moments later and accepted each box. She went back to crafting items for the smaller orders. He marked the large orders as shipped.

Then they could see the smaller orders clearly and went to work on those. Madeline stopped in a few times to take some items for clients. There were even several clients who just stopped by the greenhouse to pick up their orders. All the clients were happy.

Alice and Eliot cleaned up the greenhouse unaware who was walking towards them. He was a well dressed elf. He stopped at the greenhouse and peered at the two elves working side by side laughing.

The stranger cleared his throat. Alice and Eliot looked at him.

She blinked. “What are you doing here, Adrian?”

Adrian blinked. “Mom is worried about you and asked me to come here and check on you. You should know Madeline is up to no good with her devilish ways.”

Alice raised an eyebrow. Eliot gaped at the stranger.

Alice sighed. “Really? Is that what you think we do here? We worship the Devil when we craft herbs for medicine or craft plants into toiletry items?”

“That’s what mom says happens here. That and you’re still a whore. Who’s the latest guy you’re getting money from?”

Alice stepped forward to stare her brother down. “Seriously? I craft toiletry items and study tarot. There is no Devil in the craft. Clearly, you and mom don’t know what you’re talking about.”

Adrian frowned. “Is this your latest conquest?”

“Adrian, he’s not a conquest, although I seriously question how fast you go through women. Perhaps you can’t be monogamous and it would be better if you could just admit that to yourself and to the women you get involved with.”

Adrian jumped backwards. “You’re insolent. I’m just trying to help you.”

Alice frowned. “I don’t need or want your help. I doing well here. Why can’t you and mom accept that? For once, I have decent work that makes me happy and you come here expecting me to give it up for you. Who do you think you are?”

Madeline had a disturbing dream. Her nephew she hadn’t seen in years was on her property giving her niece a hard time. The elder elf opened her eyes and could sense something was wrong. She sat up and got out of bed. She looked out her window to see her nephew standing outside the greenhouse. She could see he was arguing with Alice.

Madeline left her room and walked downstairs. She went out the front door and confronted her nephew. “Adrian, what are you doing here?”

Adrian jumped when he heard and saw Madeline approaching him. “Madeline, I came to check on Alice, and she’s being difficult as usual.”

Madeline sighed. “You haven’t changed. Still trying to impress people with your social status and your material wealth?”

Adrian blinked. “I earned my wealth through hard work. Something that neither Alice nor you don’t understand.”

Madeline narrowed her eyes. “Alice works hard here and she likes her work. You and your mother don’t know anything about Alice and what she actually likes. Nor do either you or your mother know what we actually do here.”

Adrian scoffed. “That’s where you’re wrong. Alice doesn’t know herself as well as mom does. Madeline, you worship the Devil.”

Alice said, “Adrian, please leave. Clearly, you don’t know anything and you are just as bad as she is. You both discount me. You discount anything I say and do. You both think you can remake me in your image. I am my own person. It’s time that two of you accept that.”

Adrian gaped at Alice. “This is not the Alice I remember.”

Alice stared her brother down.

“This is not who my mom says she is.”

Madeline frowned. “Adrian, Alice is well aware of who she is. She wants to stay and she can stay. Oh, and you don’t know the real Devil.”

Adrian sneered. “You’re just controlling her and forcing her to do what you want her to do!”

Madeline shook her head. “No, I gave Alice a choice and another option. She took it. She can leave at any time. She is in control of her life.”

Alice said, “I choose to stay and see where this leads. It’s time that you and mom accepted my choice. This is what I want. I don’t see how it hurts either one of you for me to live and work here. I have my independence again.”

Adrian gaped at Alice and at Madeline. “Fine, Alice. I’m done with you. You’re so spoiled. You think you can do whatever you want.”

Alice shook her head. “I’m not spoiled. You are. You don’t even care if what you do hurts anyone. It’s all about you and what you want. You’re just mad that I won’t fit into your little world as you want me to. I’m not a doll. I’m a real person and I can make my own decisions. It’s about time you accepted that.”

Adrian scoffed and turned to leave the property. Everyone watched him go.

Eliot blinked. “No wonder you don’t want to talk about him. Why talk about what you can’t change? I doubt he will accept you as you are.”

Alice said, “He’s under my mother’s influence. She always did like him better than me. He acts just like her.”

Madeline sighed. “That’s why I don’t respect either one of them.” She turned to her niece. “So, Alice, do you still want to stay here.”

Alice smiled. “Yes.”

Eliot smiled at her response.
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