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Chapter – 1: The Thuderum Raising

	Navri kept on jumping to watch the power shield wall that automatically raises as the depth of the water increases in the riverbanks. After a while, she got tired of all the tall people standing in front of her. She looked at her mom to seek permission. Her mom was keeping a close eye near the edge of the riverbanks where Navri’s younger sister was giggling and playing around with other kids. 

	Navri took a deep breath with a slight shake of the head. She had prepared to get scolded for what she about to do next. She floated slowly and steadily above the ground without making any sort of noise. She was almost fifteen feet above the ground when she stabilised herself to stay still. There were a few others flying near her. The evening breeze slowly picked up.

	Her eyes became big, her face expressed happiness on witnessing something amazing. In total awe she was about to open her mouth. Then came a mild sparkling purple light that hit on her right shoulder hard. It shook her giving the effect of a pinch. She struggled a bit before stabilising herself in the mid-air.

	Navri looked at her mother who was staring at her with teeth crunched and her expression suggested utter anger. Another sparkling purple light hit her, but this time it was harder than the earlier one. She stumbled and almost about to have a free fall towards the ground. Suddenly, a hand grabbed her right hand. Navri tried to get back to the balance, slipped slightly, before she was back floating along with the supportive hand.

	Navri looked at Sarien in irritation and yelled, ‘I know you are one who is attacking me and make me fall, I knew it. I know your energy signature. I know!’

	Sarien let go of her hand, smirked, closed his left ear, ‘That’s terribly loud. Well, in a few days you are going on Krinmay, where you will for sure face far greater threats than this and if you are not attentive enough, you might get hurt. Anyone can sneak attack. Distinguishing energy signatures won’t be of any help when you are already hurt. I was just giving you the necessary lesson and practice.’

	Navri started to hit Sarien’s left shoulder with both her hands. Sarien waved his left hand and created a stronger purple light around his left shoulder which stopped Navri’s hit. Sarien looking at Navri with a smile, ‘Stop it, silly. You are missing the power shield raise event.’

	The water flowing in the one hundred feet wide river stream kept on raising as the current kept getting stronger. As the water level raised close to the ground level, a strong radiance of lights started to raise automatically from both the edges of the river, creating a wall like structure.

	Navri shifted all her attention there. The power shield emitted light that was a combination of three colours. The bottom border of one inch was pink, a block of lavender in the middle and the top one inch was blue in colour. 

	A huge crowd standing ten feet behind the barriers – strong energy blocks which were kept on both the edges of the river, clapped and cheered loudly. They all have been purposefully gathered to view this event. Navri forgot the feud with her brother, watched in awe with a big smile and started to clap and cheer. After a few seconds, the shield stopped raising and remained at four feet high from the ground, while the water was two feet below the raised shield.

	Navri’s attention at the banks of the river didn’t even slip for a second. Sarien was joined by his friend Kathiri in the mid-air. Kathiri greeted Navri. Navri acknowledged with a nod still looking at the riverbanks.

	Sarien patted on Navri’s shoulder, ‘Mom looks furious, better we get down soon.’ Navri irritably shrugged, ‘You go and calm down mom. I have Kathiri for company. Mom won’t mind.’  Kathiri nodded when Sarien looked at her. Another purple spark hit Navri as Sarien started to move down. Navri rubbed her shoulder and shouted, ‘You don’t deserve Kathiri.’

	Sarien went near his mom who seemed to have calmed down a bit after watching the event. Kathiri came closer to Navri and put her arms around Navri’s shoulder, ‘When will this silly feud with your brother end?’ Navri still looking at the river, ‘As long as we live.’

	Kathiri chuckled, ‘You know that he floated towards you to make sure you are safe.’ Navri nodded, ‘I know. But sometimes overprotective brothers can be overbearing and irritating.’

	Kathiri’s face turned little sad, ‘You will know someone’s value only when they are not around you anymore.’ The tone of Kathiri switched Navri’s attention towards Kathiri, ‘I know you miss your brother. The arguments or little friendly tussle between me and my brother are nothing more than a playful fun thing. I will never get into an actual fight with my brother. So, you better stop calling it as a “feud”.’

	Kathiri keeping her serious face, ‘You are still not attentive of your surroundings. Your brother was able to sneak on you every time. When you go on Krinmay, one slip of concentration can cost your life or your loved ones. Even when you are fully attentive, someone can overpower and end you.’

	Navri tried to wrap her arms around Kathiri’s shoulder, ‘I know what happened to your brother was not fair. As Sarien would say, you must move on. Dwelling in the past will hinder your present and future happiness.’

	Kathiri dropped her arms from Navri’s shoulder, ‘Easy to say.’ Navri realized instead of comforting Kathiri, she might have made the situation even worse with her preaching. Navri awkwardly smiled and said, ‘Besides, Sarien is way too powerful than me. In fact, he is more powerful than half of the people here. He can sneak attack and beat even the mighty Troudle warriors. He can even stop the Thuderum from raising. Who am I to surpass him?’ 

	Navri patted on Kathiri’s shoulder, ‘As irritating and overbearing he is, can’t deny he is extremely powerful. Uhm…That hurts even more.’ Kathiri’s expression suggested confusion on whether to laugh or feel sad or proud at this terrible attempt by Navri to change the mood, but she understood the idea and chortled a little for Navri’s satisfaction, ‘Are you trying to brag that you know the name of this automatically raising power shield? Your brother was right; you like to brag.’

	The cheer from the crowd seemed to have suddenly increased as the Thuderum raised above ten feet from the ground. Navri widened her vision as much as possible looking at the far left of the riverbanks, ‘Look at that, Thuderum is raising almost to our height. Shall we go higher.’ Navri completely changed the topic forcing Kathiri to fly higher with her.

	Something caught Navri’s eyes near the banks on the far left. She couldn’t pinpoint what it is. It was like some form of energy is going away from one person into the air. She could also sense a little bit of the energy transferring. A thundering sound jolted her, and she was about to slip down was grabbed by Kathiri.

	‘Still afraid of fireworks?’ Kathiri said that with a straight face. ‘No, I am not afraid of anything. Just the sound irritates me. I am ok with fireworks.’

	‘Hmm…hmm...’ Kathiri with a straight face again. Navri felt insulted this time. ‘I am not weak. Most of us in Akalsipa have only one pattern of ability. I have three completely different sets of skills. Even now, I can sense the energy evaporating and transferring to others.’

	Kathiri’s face turned serious and she floated right in-front of Navri in a protective manner covering her completely, ‘Where? Where did you…’ Before Kathiri could complete the sentence, flashes of strong power lights were passing everywhere on the ground near the place Navri saw the energy transfer before. Huge explosions followed. Screams and cries of help echoed the whole place.

	Navri shuttered and saw her dad quickly wrapped a shield around her younger sister. Her mom and brother while running towards her father, were releasing huge energy in the forms of lights that were hitting someone. Navri floated past Kathiri towards her family. Kathiri swiftly followed her and grabbed her forcefully. ‘You have to stay out of this.’

	Navri trying to loosen Kathiri’s grip, shouted over the loud noises, ‘I can help. I can fight.’ Kathiri pulled Navri closer to her, ‘You are needed to treat the injured. You can heal. We need to stay away…’ Before she could complete the sentence, a huge red light came towards them. Kathiri quickly moved away with Navri.

	With attacks coming from everywhere, Kathiri moved faster, almost at the speed of light, navigating away from the region where there is big concentration of attacks. Navri’s head spun and felt dizziness due to the amazing speed at which Kathiri was moving. Navri desperately wanted to stay and fight, while Kathiri had a strong hold of Navri with a clear intention to flee.

	The spinning stopped. Navri was on the ground stumbling, trying to steady herself. She looked around for Kathiri. She could hear a huge scream which she recognized was Kathiri’s. Swiftly Navri floated towards that place. Kathiri was on the ground, and her left leg was hanging only half with nothing below the knee.

	Next to Kathiri, Navri’s mom was trying with all her might to heal Kathiri. Kathiri had more wounds on stomach and shoulder. Blood was pouring out at a rapid rate from her stomach. Navri’s mom was emitting so much energy to heal Kathiri, formed a globe of purple light around them.

	Navri steadied herself grasping for breath trying to figure out what happened. When Kathiri was moving at a stunning pace, someone’s attack hit her and she was gravely injured. The speed at which they were travelling through off Navri far away from Kathiri’s grip. Navri felt bad as she felt responsible for Kathiri’s plight of fighting for life. Navri couldn’t shake the fact that Kathiri got injured while trying to protect her.

	Her vision turned left, where there was a proper standoff between her dad and a group of eight to ten giant figures. Sarien was closing towards his dad while vigorously fighting against five others. Navri looked at her mom and Kathiri, then on the other side and decided to move towards her father. As soon as she landed the first step, she felt the same energy transfer.

	Navri stood and looked around. A giant woman, twice as tall as her. Pale white, with an orange light surrounding her and extracting energy from her mom’s globe of energy. Navri screamed, a strong energy from her body whistled passed and hit on that tall figure. Navri’s mom looked at her and yelled, ‘Sarien!’

	Sarien knocked off almost half of them he was fighting with his dad delivering killer blows. A few others joined them, now fully gaining the upper hand over the attackers.

	The giant woman raised her arms and from the sky, a lightning bolt was coming at Navri at a sheer pace. Navri clenched her fist as a huge chunk of energy emitting dark green light split into two one trying to fend off the lightning and the other towards the giant woman. The attack towards the giant one wasn’t fruitful as Navri’s emitted energy completely vanished.

	The lightning bolt slowed down considerable at twenty feet off the ground trying to pierce the green light energy produce by Navri. The giant woman looked angrily at Navri, and a wave of dark orange light was coming at a stunning pace towards Navri.

	Sarien floated right before Navri and blocked the attack with his strong energy emitting purple light. Navri turned towards her left where her sister was running towards her, ‘Hamri, run fast.’ Navri extended her hand and grabbed Hamri.

	The giant woman started a huge assault with lightning bolts and strong energy waves towards them. Sarien stood right in-front of his two sisters and fended off everything. Navri was ready to release energy, stopped when she saw her dad joining the fight.

	Navri’s dad attacked the giant woman at a stunning pace releasing energy that were emitting in the form of dark green light same as Navri’s. One of the bolts from her dad breached all the defences of the giant woman and put a whole right through her heart. Navri’s dad hit her again, this time on the head, knocking her on the ground.

	A huge scream erupted, ‘Mom! No, mom!’ A little boy not much taller than Navri ran towards the giant woman who fell on the ground. Five others followed the little boy mounting an attack on Navri’s dad. A couple joined Sarien and his dad to fend off those attackers.

	Navri was closely watching the little boy. He quickly grabbed his mom’s head, put on his lap, screamed while patting on her cheek, ‘Mom, wake up! Mom, I am here. I can heal you.’

	The next moment, energy from Navri’s mom was transferring to that little boy. Sarien’s dad and others were fighting the threats that came with the little boy. Sarien

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Chapter – 2: The Stubborn Boy

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Chapter – 3: A Safe Home

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Chapter – 4: Under the Stairs
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