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By Don Campbell. A Visionary Friendship

[image: A cartoon of a child holding an owl]

On a serene Sunday afternoon, under the gentle shade of a sprawling apple tree, young Henry Hall, a nearly 8-year-old third grader, dozed off, cradled by the whispers of nature. His nap took an unexpected turn when a soft thud disturbed his dreams. Startled, he opened his eyes to find a disoriented owl with ruffled feathers and an injured wing nestled in his lap.

"Whoa!" Henry exclaimed, his heart racing as the wide-eyed bird gazed at him. The owl, who would soon be affectionately named Oliver, blinked at Henry, clearly dazed from his fall. Henry noticed Oliver wobbling, as though struggling to see clearly. He carefully scooped up the bird and hurried inside to his mother, Melanie.

[image: A child holding a box with an owl in it]Melanie, ever the nurturing soul, found an old shoe box and lined it with a soft towel. She gently placed Oliver inside, offering him water and birdseed. "We’ll take him to the veterinarian tomorrow," she reassured Henry.

On Monday morning, Henry and Melanie brought Oliver to Dr. Campbell, a renowned avian veterinarian. Dr. Campbell examined the bird with care, noting his injured wing and, surprisingly, a vision problem. "Ah, Oliver here is farsighted," Dr. Campbell explained. "This makes it hard for him to judge distances when flying or walking, which is likely why he fell."

[image: A person and person looking at an owl in a box]Dr. Campbell decided to keep Oliver for a few days to mend his wing and fashion him a pair of special owl-sized glasses. When Henry and Melanie returned three days later
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