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Introduction

My son loves Mickey, where can I find him at Disney World?

Daisy is my favorite character, where can I see all the Daisy stuff?

I want to honor Walt Disney. Can I see everything Walt in one day?

Does this question sound familiar? If yes, you’re reading the right guide.

Whenever people ask me to help them with planning their Disney World vacation, the most common questions I get are: 1. Should I stay on property? (Yes; see my first book, The Not-So-Evil Stepmother.) 2. Where should I eat? (Lots of places; see my second book, Tasting the Magic.) And 3. How do I find Mickey, Toy Story, Ariel, [insert your favorite movie or character’s name]? That’s what this book is about.

A Character Meet & Greet should be on your list, of course, and will be in this guide. Also in this guide are many other magical experiences to add to your list of ways to see your favorite story come alive. When you are at Disney Parks, you get to go inside the stories—from rides and restaurants that feel like you are in the movie, to resorts with movie-themed rooms, to the hidden magic the Imagineers have sprinkled in everything from candy apples to wallpaper.

Character Meet & Greets are fun. There are hugs, autographs, and stories of evil stepmothers and sea witches. But there is so much more. How about singing along with your favorite character in a show? Or seeing a statue of them that is so big you can climb on it? Or making a cake that resembles a certain famous Mouse? This guide will tell you everywhere to experience the movies and characters you love including:


	Character Meet & Greets

	Attractions

	Shows

	Special events and festivals

	Resorts (Yep! There are movie-inspired hotel rooms.)

	Shops

	Dining and so much more!



My hope is this book will be like having a personal tour guide take you around Walt Disney World and help you see your favorite Disney stories come alive. And if you have a fun fact or a way you make that story come alive at Disney World that’s not here, share it and tag #TheStoryComesAliveWDW and maybe you’ll see it in a second edition!

We have never lost faith in family entertainment—stories that make people laugh, stories about warm and human things, stories about historic characters and stories about animals.

—Walt Disney


How to Use This Guide

With four parks, Disney Springs, two water parks, 23 resorts, two miniature golf courses, and other amenities, Walt Disney World (WDW) is the largest Disney resort with many ways to showcase characters and movies and truly bring the story to life. And there are A LOT of beloved characters and favorite movies and franchises in the Disney collection. We have captured a lot, but not all, of them in this guide. One of my kids even asked about including Lizzie McGuire, a 90s Disney Channel fave. Sadly, she did not make the cut.

Disney has a lot of movies. Any guesses on how many? 100, 500, 1000? According to D23, with the release of Incredibles 2, Disney has 733 films. Now not every one of those 733 films has a ride or show or a character you can hug and get their autograph at WDW. But, there a lot that do. And they are at WDW in a variety of magical ways.

Because there are so many magical movies and characters to experience, this is a series of five volumes. Which volume contains your favorites? See "Other Books in the Story Comes Alive Series" at the end of this book for more info. In this volume you will find:


	Walt Disney

	Mickey Mouse

	Minnie Mouse

	Goofy

	Donald (and Daisy) Duck

	Pluto



At Walt Disney World there are so many ways to see a story come alive. To make it easier to find the experience you’re dreaming of, I’ve separated these different experiences into the following groups:


	Character Meet and Greets

	Character Meals, Dining, and Treats

	Rides/Attractions

	Shows, Parades and Dance Parties

	Nighttime Shows and Dessert Parties

	Statues, Fountains, Mini-Golf, and Other Semi-Permanent Fixtures

	Games

	Shops/Merchandise/Character Boutiques

	Special Events, Tours and PhotoPass Shots

	Mickey’s Parties

	Epcot Festivals

	Resorts

	Seasonal

	And sometimes… a Sprinkling of Pixie Dust



To keep this from being Webster’s Dictionary length, the descriptions in the chapters named after a character or movie are brief. But hakuna matata (no worries)! You can find detailed descriptions including times, locations and other helpful planning tips in the Appendix: How to Use This Guide Extended Version.

The beginning of each chapter will have all the different ways to experience your favorites in each of the categories above. This way you can read about the different meet and greets and decide which one or four to visit. Or read about the different resorts with a Mickey vibe and decide which is the right one for you. 

Some movies and characters have so many things to see in each park that I added a little extra help. At the end of their chapter there is a checklist by park and Disney Springs. The list is a helpful way to plan your day in each park. And, if you’re anything like me you love checking stuff off a list! How many items on your favorites list have you already experienced?  

Did you know if you look in the My Disney Experience app late at night it says: Shh…Characters are Sleeping. That app and over 30 other sources from YouTube channels to books to interviews with Disney experts were used to try and bring you the most complete guide possible. Please make sure to check out the acknowledgments section for the complete list and to meet the experts interviewed. Who knows, you may just find your next favorite Disney blog or podcast! 

One more thing…

Walt Disney dreamed of a place that kids and adults alike could play and imagine, a place that would always be changing. Where imagination comes alive. 

Disney Imagineers are always dreaming. Thinking of new ways to sprinkle pixie dust and make a trip to any Disney Park magical. This means that no two trips to Walt Disney World are the same. 

While all that Imagineering can reduce the chance of getting bored, it can also mean things that we love and cherish may change. Disney is sprinkling a lot of construction pixie dust lately and there are many new attractions, resort renovations, and changes underway. 

While I have done many a late night of research on Disney’s website and regular checks on the My Disney Experience app, there may be some details in this guide that have changed by the time you are reading it. They may not be getting rid of Cinderella Castle or Mickey waffles anytime soon, but character meet and greets are a place where Disney likes to mix things up. Menus are updated, parties and festivals tend to change every year and merchandise is always refreshed. Also, special events are often for a short time only. They may only be for one summer, with only some elements or characters returning.

If there is someone that you absolutely must see, stalk the My Disney Experience app, check the times guide when you arrive at the park, or as Disney blogger Serena suggests, “if you can’t find a character that you’re looking for you can always stop by guest services. They have a master list that they can look up and find out if they are appearing in any of the parks that week.” Must see characters may take some persistence. It took me three trips before I finally caught the Evil Stepsisters from Cinderella. It was totally worth it. 

Which stories are your favorites? How do you see those stories come alive while at Walt Disney World? Please share with me on Instagram @notsoevil_disneystepmom or Facebook @authorTrishaDaab. I love hearing from fans and, who knows, we may need to do another book with your requests!


chapter one

Walt Disney

Walt Disney World and all of the magic Disney brings into the world would not have been possible without the imagination, determination and passion of Walter Elias Disney. Walt would say, “it was all started by a mouse.” But really where it started was with a man who was full of ideas and dreams and the sprit and fight to make sure they came true.

Walt Disney died before Walt Disney World opened its gates. But his influence, his magical touch, is all around the Walt Disney World Resort. Disney has done much to honor Walt Disney throughout the parks and here is a brief guide to those places. Thankfully there are no character meet and greets.

One of the best ways to experience and honor Walt is to spend a day in the Magic Kingdom taking the time to notice the attention to detail and the care to providing a magical experience for kids and grown-ups alike.

Rides/Attractions

Magic Kingdom has three attractions with Walt Disney in the name. You won’t see Walt but these are rides that have that vintage Disney feel. Make sure to ride and see every one.

Walt Disney loved trains and stated he wanted a train in every Disney Park. At Magic Kingdom you can take a ride on Walt Disney Railroad with stations on Main Street USA, in Fantasyland and in Frontierland. Not only can the train get you from one end of Magic Kingdom to the other, giving your aching feet a break, but it also has narration and provides interesting information on the history of the park and inspiration for the different lands in the Magic Kingdom.

It’s not just the train ride that is magical; each station has its own way of seeing the story of Walt’s love of trains. In the stroller area of the train station on Main Street pictures of Walt Disney riding his own backyard train have been spotted. At the train station in Frontierland if you go upstairs and pick up the phone, you can hear Morse Code of Walt’s Disneyland opening day speech. The train stop in Fantasyland is near Storybook Circus. The restrooms near this train station are even themed like a train roundhouse.

Walt Disney’s Enchanted Tiki Room is in Adventureland and features a room of audio-animatronic birds ready to serenade you. Like most attractions with Walt Disney in the name, it’s an opportunity to sit down. It’s almost as if Walt knew that guests would need an opportunity to sit, relax and cool down.

Like many of the attractions in your Walt tour of Magic Kingdom, Enchanted Tiki Room has a history with Walt and it was a Disney first. This attraction at Disneyland was the first show ever to use audio-animatronics. Let’s take a moment to think about Disney World without audio-animatronics. There would be no pirate swinging his hairy leg, no country bears playing the banjo, and no yeti on Expedition Everest. A newer version of this technology is also used on the Frozen Ever After ride at Epcot.

“it’s a small world” in Fantasyland may not have Walt Disney in the name but this attraction is based on an original idea from Walt Disney for the New York World’s Fair. It features the artwork of Mary Blair, a Disney Legend and iconic artist who created concept art for many Disney films. (There is also a massive Mary Blair mural at the Contemporary Resort.)

Walt Disney’s Carousel of Progress in Tomorrowland is an original Walt Disney creation. Like it’s a small world, it was also created for the World’s Fair. Also like small world, it has music that you hear repeatedly and that sticks in your head. Is it a “great big beautiful tomorrow” or “a small world after all”? You’re welcome.

One of the best places in all of Disney World to learn about Walt is at Walt Disney Presents in Animation Courtyard at Hollywood Studios. The attraction tells the story of Walt and his legacy through art, video, and exhibits. This a self-guided walking tour in an air-conditioned space. One of my favorite parts of Walt Disney Presents is the model of upcoming Disney park additions from parks around the world. Disney’s model’s are incredibly detailed and even include miniature landscaping.

None of the attractions on this list have a height restriction, which is perfect, as Walt wanted kids of all ages to be able to enjoy Disney parks. Only “it’s a small world” has FP+ and at this time none have a ride photo. The rest maintain that vintage Disney feel.

I can’t leave out Animal Kingdom when talking about Walt. Walt Disney had a deep love of animals and wildlife. Many believe he would enjoy how the Imagineers have blended storytelling, animals, imagination, and conservation at Animal Kingdom.

Dining and Treats

Walt was a man with simple tastes and chili was one of his favorite foods. At Casey’s Corner in Magic Kingdom there are famous foot long hot dogs and you can even get one with chili and cheese. Casey’s is also known for its cheese sauce and the chili and cheese come on fries too. It’s likely the stop Walt would have made for lunch.

50’s Prime Time Diner on Echo Lake at Hollywood Studios is like being transported to an episode of Leave it to Beaver or Dick Van Dyke. Throughout the restaurant are different rooms that make it seem like you’re dining right in the kitchen while Mom whips up her specialties. Walt loved Mickey and he loved Macaroni and Cheese. While Walt probably wouldn’t be making a reservation at Victoria & Albert’s he would like the family favorites served at 50’s Prime Time Diner. In the Sampling of Mom’s Favorites you get fried chicken, meatloaf, pot roast and mashed potatoes all on one plate.

But what makes this restaurant truly the place to go for Walt fans are the TVs at most of the tables. They show commercials from the 1950’s, footage of Disneyland from back in the day and most exciting, an excerpt from Walt’s speech at the opening day of Disneyland. Make sure to ask for a table with a TV when you check-in for your reservation.

DCP Anna shares a hidden drink connection to Walt at Trader Sam’s Grogs Grotto at the Polynesian Resort:

This is a little bit of a deep Disney Nerd dive, but I love the Rosita’s Margarita at Trader Sam’s. Trader Sam’s is a not-so-secret secret bar at the Polynesian resort. It’s tiny and intimate with seating for only about 50 people. In Walt Disney’s Enchanted Tiki Room, there is a little throwaway line in the main song. Jose asks, “I wonder whatever happened to Rosita.” This is an interesting question that Disney park fans have been asking themselves over the years. Was she one of the showgirls? Did she wind up on a lady’s hat, like an old lyric from the same song suggests? Adding to the lore of this hidden story is a Tiki room showgirl seashell with the name “Rosita” that hangs from the ceiling in Trader Sam’s. Trader Sam’s represents a lot of what I love about Disney Parks. Everything is driven by story.

Nighttime Shows

For many years black-and-white footage of Walt appeared in the nighttime show at the Magic Kingdom, Wishes. In 2017 Disney debuted a new show called Happily Ever After. Though I miss seeing and hearing Walt, this new show is practically perfect in almost every way.

Tip: You can create a Walt experience in Happily Ever After. Stand in the park area in front of Crystal Palace and Casey’s Corner. During parts of the show, the Partners statue featuring Walt and Mickey will be in your line of sight. At times during the show it looks like the pair are standing in the doorway of the castle. Especially during the intro it seems as if the Imagineers planned for this, as Walt’s wave almost seems part of the show.

Disney Movie Magic at Hollywood Studios is a spectacular celebration of Disney movies from Mary Poppins to Guardians of the Galaxy. The show opens with audio and video of Walt Disney sharing a few of his famous quotes. It’s a moving tribute to Walt and is one of those moments that may give you the tingles. Toward the end there is a quote from the movie Saving Mr. Banks, starring Tom Hanks as Walt Disney. Fingers crossed with the opening of Toy Story Land in 2018 and Star Wars Land in 2019, this show will remain in the rotation of nighttime shows at Hollywood Studios.

With the new nighttime shows slated to open in 2019 (Wonderful World of Animation at Hollywood Studios and Epcot Forever at Epcot), I expect there will be at least one homage to Walt.

Statues, Streets, and Other Semi-Permanent Fixtures

To take in all the Statues, Streets, and other Semi-Permanent fixtures that will connect you to Walt the best place to start is in Magic Kingdom in Town Square at the Roy Disney and Minnie Mouse bench. Roy Disney, Walt’s brother, was as important as Mickey Mouse or Walt himself to making Disney what it is today. Roy Disney did the official opening of Disney World and Magic Kingdom in 1971, dedicating the park to Walt. This bench has sculptures of Roy and Minnie sitting next to each other. The statues are positioned in a way that you can sit down with the two on the bench.

After taking your photo with Roy and Minnie, walk down Main Street and see all the tributes to Walt, the Imagineers and Disney legends in the windows along Main Street. The street was inspired by Walt’s childhood home of Marceline, Missouri. There are a few windows honoring Walter Elias Disney. The first is on the train station as you enter the park. The next is at Fire Station 71. Last is the window above the Plaza Restaurant where Walt’s window overlooks Cinderella Castle.

Continue your journey along Main Street and into the hub area in front of Cinderella Castle. At the end near the hub there is a statue called the Partners statue, where Walt and Mickey stand hand in hand looking at the crowds coming down Main Street with Cinderella Castle in the background. This is a popular PhotoPass spot.
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