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About this book

One of the most effective ways to improve in a new language is through reading. When you read, you see how words and grammar are used in real situations. Over time, this helps you recognize patterns, understand new expressions, and build a larger vocabulary.

At the same time, many learners face a common challenge. Books written for native Cebuano speakers are often too difficult for beginners. They may contain advanced vocabulary, regional expressions, and complex sentence structures that can make reading slow and frustrating. When the material feels overwhelming, it can be difficult to stay motivated.

This book is designed to provide a more accessible and enjoyable way to practice reading in Cebuano.

The stories in this collection are written specifically for adult beginners at the A1-A2 level. They are designed to be engaging and easy to follow while introducing useful vocabulary and everyday language. Instead of struggling through difficult texts, you can focus on understanding the story and gradually building your reading skills.

To support your learning, each story includes:

- Vocabulary lists that explain important words and expressions used in the chapter

- Short chapter summaries to help reinforce the main events and ideas

- Comprehension questions to test your understanding and encourage active reading

- Stories divided into short chapters that allow you to progress step by step

The stories focus on everyday situations, personal experiences, relationships, mysteries, and real-life themes that adult learners can relate to. As you read, you will encounter practical vocabulary and sentence patterns that can help you understand and use Cebuano more naturally.

The goal of this book is to make reading in Cebuano both useful and enjoyable. By following the stories from beginning to end, you will steadily improve your vocabulary, reading comprehension, and confidence in the language.

Whether you are learning Cebuano for travel, family, work, cultural connection, or personal interest, this book is designed to help you build your skills one story at a time.

How to use this book

Reading Cebuano can be an enjoyable and effective way to build your language skills. The goal is not to understand every word immediately, but to gradually become more comfortable with the language through stories. This book is designed to help you improve step by step while enjoying the reading process.

Step 1: Read the Chapter

Begin by reading the chapter from start to finish. Focus on understanding the general meaning of the story rather than every individual word. Try to follow the events, characters, and main ideas.

Step 2: Read the Summary

After finishing the chapter, read the summary. This will help confirm your understanding of the main events and highlight the most important points of the story.

Step 3: Study the Vocabulary

Review the vocabulary list for the chapter. Pay attention to new words and expressions that appeared in the story. Because you have already seen them in context, they will be easier to remember and understand.

Step 4: Answer the Comprehension Questions

Complete the comprehension questions without looking back at the story if possible. This helps strengthen reading comprehension and encourages active engagement with the text.

Step 5: Read the Chapter Again

Once you have reviewed the summary, vocabulary, and questions, read the chapter a second time. You will often notice that the story feels much easier to understand and that many new words are already becoming familiar.
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As you continue through the book, you will encounter new vocabulary, useful sentence patterns, and everyday Cebuano expressions. Some words will appear again and again across different stories, helping them become part of your active vocabulary naturally.

The most important thing is to read regularly and enjoy the process. With each story, you will build greater reading confidence and develop a stronger understanding of Cebuano one chapter at a time.

Building Your Reading Flow

These stories are designed to help you read Cebuano naturally and confidently. To get the most from each chapter, try following this simple three-step approach:

1. Read the Chapter

Start by reading the chapter from beginning to end. Focus on understanding the overall story rather than every individual word. Follow the events, characters, and main ideas, and allow yourself to keep reading even when you encounter unfamiliar vocabulary.

2. Learn from the Support Material

After reading the chapter, review the summary and vocabulary list. The summary will help reinforce the main events of the story, while the vocabulary list will help you understand important words and expressions that appeared in the chapter. Because you have already seen these words in context, they will be easier to remember.

3. Check Your Understanding

Complete the comprehension questions and see how much of the story you understood. If needed, return to the chapter and read it again. Many learners find that a second reading feels much easier and more enjoyable because the vocabulary and events are already familiar.

Repeat this process for each chapter. As you continue through the book, you will build vocabulary, strengthen reading comprehension, and become more comfortable reading Cebuano. With regular practice, your confidence will grow one story at a time.
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Kapitulo 1: Usa ka Bag-ong Tawo sa Balay
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Si Marco nagpuyo nga nag-inusara sa usa ka gamay nga apartment. Katloan ug duha ka tuig ang iyang panuigon ug nagtrabaho siya sa usa ka tindahan sa sentro sa siyudad. Matag buntag, mobangon siya alas siyete. Maghimo siya og kape, mokaon og pamahaw, ug moadto sa trabaho.

Ganahan si Marco sa iyang kinabuhi. Hilom ug malinawon ang iyang adlaw-adlaw nga rutina. Human sa trabaho, kasagaran mouli siya, magluto og panihapon, ug motan-aw og TV. Usahay mobasa siya og libro.

Usa ka Lunes, miuli si Marco gikan sa trabaho. Misaka siya sa hagdan paingon sa ikatulong andana. Didto, nakita niya ang daghang kahon sa gawas sa apartment tupad sa iya.

"Ay," miingon siya. "Adunay mobalhin dinhi."

Abli ang pultahan sa apartment. Usa ka babaye ang nagtindog sa sulod sa agianan. Nagbitbit siya og dako nga kahon.

Mihunong si Marco.

"Maayong hapon," miingon siya.

Mipahiyom ang babaye.

"Maayong hapon usab," miingon siya.

"Mobalhin ka ba dinhi?"

"Oo."

"Welcome."

"Salamat."

Gitan-aw ni Marco ang mga kahon.

"Daghan ka og mga butang?"

Mikatawa ang babaye.

"Oo, medyo sobra pa gani."

"Nanginahanglan ka ba og tabang?"

"Maayo unta."

Gibutang ni Marco ang iyang bag. Gikuha niya ang usa sa mga kahon ug gidala kini pasulod sa apartment.

"Daghang salamat," miingon ang babaye.

"Walay sapayan."

Nagpasulod sila og daghan pang mga kahon. Human sa pipila ka minuto, wala nay nahibilin sa agianan.

Gipahid sa babaye ang singot sa iyang agtang.

"Mas maayo na tan-awon karon," miingon siya.

Mitango si Marco.

"Unsa imong ngalan?"

"Ang akong ngalan kay Liza."

"Nalipay ko nga nakaila ko nimo. Si Marco diay ko."

"Nalipay usab ko nga nakaila ko nimo."

Milingi si Liza sa palibot sa apartment.

"Daghan pa kaayong buhaton," miingon siya.

"Oo, pero hapit na ka mahuman sa mga kahon."

"Tinuod."

Miduol si Marco sa pultahan.

"Sige, pasagdan na tika aron makapanghipos ka."

"Kadiyot lang," miingon si Liza.

Milingi si Marco.

"Ngano man?"

"Salamat sa imong tabang."

"Walay sapayan."

Mipahiyom si Liza.

Misulod si Marco sa iyang kaugalingong apartment. Nagluto siya og panihapon, apan naghunahuna siya bahin sa iyang bag-ong silingan.

Tingali mas mahimong makapaikag ang kinabuhi sa ilang building karon.
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Chapter 1 Review

Si Marco nagpuyo nga nag-inusara sa usa ka gamay nga apartment ug adunay malinawon nga kinabuhi nga naglangkob sa trabaho, pagkaon, ug pagtan-aw og TV human sa trabaho. Usa ka adlaw, miuli siya ug nakita nga adunay mobalhin sa apartment tupad sa iya. Didto niya nakaila si Liza, nga adunay daghang kahon ug nanginahanglan og tabang sa pagbalhin. Gitabangan siya ni Marco sa pagdala sa mga kahon ngadto sa apartment, ug nagpakaila sila sa usag usa. Human niini, miuli si Marco sa iyang kaugalingong apartment ug naghunahuna bahin sa iyang bag-ong silingan, samtang si Liza nagpadayon sa pagpanghipos sa iyang mga butang.

Vocabulary

1. Nag-inusara - Alone

2. Gamay - Small

3. Miuli - Went home / Returned home

4. Nakita - Saw

5. Mobalhin - Move in

6. Kahon - Box

7. Silingan - Neighbor

8. Nagtindog - Standing

9. Gawas - Outside

10. Agianan - Hallway / Passage

11. Mihunong - Stopped

12. Maayong hapon - Good afternoon

13. Mipahiyom - Smiled

14. Oo - Yes

15. Salamat - Thank you

16. Daghan - Many

17. Butang - Things

18. Tabang - Help

19. Gibutang - Put / Placed

20. Gidala - Carried / Brought

21. Wala nay nahibilin - Nothing left

22. Agtang - Forehead

23. Motango - Nod

24. Mipangutana - Asked

25. Misulod - Entered

26. Nagluto - Cooked

27. Naghunahuna - Thought
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Comprehension Questions

1. Asa nagpuyo si Marco?

a. Sa usa ka balay sa bukid

b. Sa balay sa iyang ginikanan

c. Sa usa ka gamay nga apartment

d. Sa usa ka hotel

2. Asa nagtrabaho si Marco?

a. Sa eskwelahan

b. Sa tindahan

c. Sa café

d. Sa opisina

3. Unsay nakita ni Marco sa gawas sa apartment sa tupad?

a. Daghang kahon

b. Bisikleta

c. Iro

d. Mga tanom

4. Unsa ang gibuhat ni Liza sa dihang miingon si Marco og "Maayong hapon"?

a. Misulod siya sa apartment

b. Mitan-aw siya sa salog

c. Gisirado niya ang pultahan

d. Mipahiyom siya

5. Unsa ang gipangutana ni Marco kang Liza?

a. Kung naa ba siyay anak

b. Kung nanginahanglan siya og tabang

c. Kung ganahan siya sa building

d. Kung kaila siya sa mga silingan

6. Unsa ang gibuhat ni Marco sa mga kahon?

a. Gidala niya sulod

b. Giablihan niya

c. Gikuha niya ug gidala gawas

d. Gibutang niya sa sakyanan

7. Unsa ang ngalan sa bag-ong silingan?

a. Sara

b. Anne

c. Liza

d. Marie

8. Unsa ang gihunahuna ni Marco human siya miuli sa iyang apartment?

a. Sa iyang trabaho

b. Sa iyang panihapon

c. Sa iyang mga plano sa bakasyon

d. Sa bag-ong
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