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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move




	♔

	King




	♕

	Queen




	♖

	Rook




	♗

	Bishop




	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better




	+–

	White has a decisive advantage




	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage




	=

	balanced position




	∞

	unclear position




	!

	good move




	!!

	excellent move




	?

	bad move




	??

	blunder




	!?

	interesting move




	?!

	dubious move









Foreword

In our day, the Caro-Kann Defence has achieved great popularity. Maybe this is because in a complicated positional battle, it is easier to outplay a less experienced opponent. This is probably the reason why this opening has been a trusted weapon for many world champions, also because of its sound positional basis.

In this book, I offer a complete repertoire for Black in reply to 1.e4, explaining both the strategic ideas and the exact move orders. In the main, the book is based on my own games and analyses, including work with Mikhail Podgaets, the trainer of the 12th World Champion, Anatoly Karpov, and also on the practice of leading grandmasters of today. I will show how I play as Black, at the present day (of course, in the future I may choose other lines and try to strengthen Black’s play). The possibilities in the Caro-Kann are enormous, Black having a wide choice of possible plans, piece set-ups, move orders, etc.

On the one hand, I show high-level analyses, and on the other, I also try to explain the main ideas in as simple and accessible a way as possible for the average player, so I hope that the book will be of benefit to players of a wide variety of different levels. At the end of each section, there is a brief conclusion, which draws the reader’s attention to the key points, which need to be mastered and remembered. I should like to thank, for their assistance with this book, Grandmaster Dmitry Svetushkin, International Master Vladimir Barsky and FIDE Master Mikhail Popov.

The Caro-Kann is a very solid opening. Its basic idea is to strike in the centre with the protected pawn on d5; at the same time, unlike the French Defence, here the light-squared bishop is still able to come out to f5 or g4.

[image: Images]

Black obtains a solid pawn structure and it is very rare in the Caro-Kann for him to obtain weak pawns, and he also rarely has bad pieces. The only problem is that he obtains a slightly passive position, mainly because the queen’s knight is deprived of the square c6. But Black can improve his position by carrying out the advance …c6-c5, and thanks to this can even take the initiative.

The honour of having invented this defence belongs to the 19th century Austrian master Markus Kann. His ideas were taken up and developed by the English master Horatio Caro, who in 1886 published the first serious analyses of this new opening. The opening became popular at the start of the 20th century, when it was often used successfully by Aron Nimzowitsch, Savielly Tartakower, and the third World Champion, José Raul Capablanca. A great contribution to the theory of the opening was made by Mikhail Botvinnik, Salo Flohr, Vasily Smyslov, Paul Keres, Tigran Petrosian, Mikhail Tal, David Bronstein, Anatoly Karpov, Isaak Boleslavsky, Alexander Konstantinopolsky, Vasily Panov, Alexey Suetin, Vladimir Makagonov, Yuri Balashov, Yuri Razuvaev, Bent Larsen, Garry Kasparov, Yasser Seirawan, Michael Adams, Evgeny Bareev, Alexey Dreev, Peter Leko, Daniel Fridman, Igor Khenkin, Vladimir Burmakin, Alexander Grischuk, Fabiano Caruana, Shakhriyar Mamedyarov, Alexander Riazantsev and others. From the names of the players who have used the Caro-Kann, one can study the whole history of chess!

This opening is not only very solid and reliable (from the viewpoint of playing for a draw as Black), but also very complicated. It contains many subtleties and positional nuances, thanks to which one can hope to outplay an opponent. The opening has been successfully used over many decades by the 12th World Champion, Anatoly Karpov, including in matches for the World Championship, and the opening has earned an excellent reputation at the highest level. Karpov was helped with this opening by the player and well-known theoretician Mikhail Podgaets (1947-2009).

A representative of the star-studded generation of Odessa players, who emerged into the All-Union arena in the 1960s, Podgaets was five times a world champion as part of the Soviet student team. Playing in Union championships, he was Ukrainian Champion in 1976. In the mid-1980s, he joined Karpov’s team and worked with the latter until the end of his life. The 12th World Champion was persuaded to abandon his beloved Spanish, which he had used in his World Championship matches with Kasparov, in favour of the rock-solid Caro-Kann, which Podgaets had played all his life. After achieving an outstanding result at Linares 1994, a delighted Karpov described Podgaets as the best trainer in the world.

I started working with Podgaets in December 2002: we had a training session together, he showed me the Caro-Kann, and I decided to put my faith in this solid opening, which also offers chances to take the initiative. I had first played it as Black in Buenos Aires, two years earlier, beating grandmaster Pablo Ricardi. The tournament was a happy one for me overall, because not only did I share 1st-2nd places with Judit Polgar, but it was also there that I met and became friends with Podgaets!

In 2003, my results jumped sharply. I won the Aeroflot Open in Moscow and then the super-tournament in Dortmund, where I won three games in the Caro-Kann: I beat Peter Leko and Arkady Naiditsch as Black and Vishy Anand as White. Mikhail Podgaets had not only done a great job of sharing his analyses of this opening, but had also infused me with its culture.

In my book, I pay a good deal of attention to correspondence games played via the Internet; these are of the very highest quality, as the players are able to exploit all the resources of modern technology, a combination of human and silicon intellect. Many of the old analyses I had made with Podgaets were tested on powerful computers, in the process of writing this book, and this has improved their quality. But perfection has no limits!

As usual in my books, I have tried to offer the side whose repertoire is being presented (in this case, Black) a choice of alternative plans, so that you can choose which suits your character better, as well as making the opponent’s job of preparing for you more difficult.

In the classical main line, as well as the tried and tested plan with …0-0-0, which nobody has ever managed to refute, in recent months there has been a great surge in popularity of the plan with …♗e7 and an early …c6-c5, after which Black does not hurry with kingside castling, so as not to come under a direct attack. This plan is given serious attention in this book.

In the system with 3.e5 we have detailed consideration of some new and some well-forgotten ideas for White, involving seizing space. Although our bishop comes out to f5, White has many resources to fight for an advantage. In reply, I recommend a very resolute system with an early …c6-c5. I have played this many times with both colours and consider this the strongest continuation. This is also the plan which has generally been preferred by Peter Leko.

In our day, practically all of the world’s leading players employ the Caro-Kann regularly, both the younger players and the more experienced ones. It is interesting to see how each player has his own way of handling this deep opening, in which one can develop the pieces in various ways, using different set-ups and plans. Proving an advantage for White has become more and more difficult. I recommend that the reader include the Caro-Kann Defence in his repertoire, and I wish you success!

Victor Bologan,

Doha, March 2018





PART I

Minor lines 1.e4 c6
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CHAPTER 1

Avoiding theory: 2.♘e2 d5 3.e5

1.e4 c6 2.♘e2 d5 3.e5

[image: Images]

This variation is a frequent guest in tournaments with an accelerated time control, where Black does not have sufficient time to solve all his problems quickly and ideally. However, as a means of getting Black away from well-known variations, the knight move is even seen in games with a classical time-control. It is obvious, though, that with correct play by Black, White not only fails to achieve an advantage, but can even find himself in difficulties.

3…c5 4.d4 ♘c6 5.c3 ♗f5

[image: Images]

The simplest and most logical continuation. Black heads for a French Defence set-up, with the important difference that his ♕♗ is active.

6.dxc5

The most principled continuation for White.

Typical, but harmless, is 6.a3 e6 7.b4 cxd4 8.cxd4 ♖c8 9.♘bc3 a6 10.♗b2 ♘ge7 11.♘f4 ♘g6, and after 12.♘h5, as in the game Stefansson-Ulko, St Petersburg 2010, Black is ready to punish White’s active play on the kingside by means of 12…♘h4 since the reply 13.g3 is not possible because of 13…♘xd4!, and the white position collapses.

Things are equally fine for Black after 6.♘g3 ♗g6 7.♗b5 e6 8.0-0 ♖c8 9.♗e3 cxd4 10.cxd4 ♕b6 and with the active bishop on g6, Black has nothing to fear.

6…♘xe5 7.♘d4

In the variation 7.♘g3 ♗c8 8.♗b5+ ♘c6 all the black pieces are retreating, but this does not mean that his position is bad; for example, after 9.c4 play could develop along the following lines: 9…e6 10.♗e3 ♘f6 11.♘c3 ♗e7 12.cxd5 ♘xd5 13.♘xd5 ♕xd5 14.0-0 0-0 with mutual chances.

7…♗d7 8.♕h5

Trying to exploit the somewhat loose position of the enemy pieces.

Practical tests have not justified the continuation 8.f4 ♘c6 9.♕b3 because of 9…e5! 10.♘xc6 bxc6[image: images], after which the centre had come completely under Black’s control in Chuprov-Airapetian, Taganrog 2011.

8…♕b8 9.♗f4 ♘d3+ 10.♗xd3 ♕xf4 11.0-0 ♘f6 12.♕e2

This was played in the game Sedina-Botta, Lugano 2011.

[image: Images]

Since White will still have to play b2-b4, to defend the pawn, it makes sense to put the ♔♗ on the long diagonal: 12…g6 13.♖e1 e6 14.b4 ♗g7[image: images] – White is unready for a break on the queenside, whilst the centre (and, consequently, the advantage) is in Black’s hands.

Conclusion

Black should exploit the fact that the enemy knight occupies the modest post e2 and should immediately start fighting in the centre. He puts his pawns on d5 and c5 and the knight comes to the classic square c6. If White then takes the pawn on c5 (dxc5), then he loses the important e5-pawn.





CHAPTER 2

King’s Indian Attack: 2.d3 d5 3.♘d2

1.e4 c6 2.d3 d5 3.♘d2

[image: Images]

One of White’s universal approaches – an attempt to set up a King’s Indian ‘cottage’, without paying too much attention to what the opponent is doing. Of course, this approach has many drawbacks: for example, Black can practically seize the centre immediately, although he needs to be careful.

3…e5 4.♘gf3 ♗d6

[image: Images]

In my opinion, the simplest and most reliable path. Black does not assume unnecessary obligations (for example, after …♗g4) and accurately completes his development.

Here White has an interesting way of striking a blow in the centre, even with a tempo loss by A) 5.d4, the relatively standard B) 5.♕e2 and the thematic C) 5.g3.

A) 5.d4

B) 5.♕e2

C) 5.g3

A) 5.d4

Black has no problems, but even so it is worth giving an impression of how the game develops.

5…exd4 6.exd5

6.♘xd4 allows Black to retain a flexible structure with 6…♘f6 7.exd5 ♘xd5 8.♘c4, and now after the accurate move 8…♗b4+! 9.♗d2 0-0 10.♗xb4 ♘xb4 11.♘e3 ♘d5 White is behind in development and risks ending up with a broken structure, Webb-Summerscale, Birmingham 2000.

The same considerations mean that nothing comes from 6.♗d3 ♘e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♘xd4 ♘d7 9.exd5 ♘xd5= – Black even has an extra tempo in a symmetrical position, Catt-Diez Gonzalez, ICCF 2012.

6…♘f6

6…cxd5 is perfectly valid, but it seems to me that if Black can retain the more advanced d-pawn, then he should do it (though not by 6…c5?! 7.♘e4[image: images] – Black should get rid of the d5-pawn).

7.dxc6 ♘xc6

[image: Images]

8.♗e2

The ‘crude’ chase after the d4-pawn fails because of the indirect defence by the ♕d8: 8.♗b5 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.♗xc6 bxc6 11.♘c4 c5 12.♗g5 (12.c3 allows Black to accept a spoiled structure after 12…d3 13.♗g5 ♗e6 14.♗xf6 gxf6, and the strong d-pawn does not change the assessment: 15.♘xd6 ♕xd6 16.♖e1 ♗g4= – Black has the draw in his pocket) 12…♗c7 13.h3 ♕d5 – as we already know, the bad structure does not bother Black: 14.♗xf6 gxf6[image: images], and the powerful bishops give White many problems.

More interesting is the subtler attempt to go after the pawn: 8.♘b3 0-0 9.♗e2 ♕b6

[image: Images]

With this queen development Black tries as quickly as possible to bring the ♖f8 into the battle.

Now White has a choice between three moves:

1) After the principled capture 10.♘bxd4 Black gets a very strong initiative: 10…♗c5 11.c3 ♗g4 12.0-0 ♖ad8 13.♕b3 ♗xd4 14.cxd4 ♕xb3 15.axb3 ♖fe8 16.♗d1 a6 – even if Black does not get the pawn back in short order, his compensation is obvious, thanks to the knight outposts and the weak white pawn structure;

2) A similar picture arises after 10.♘fxd4 ♖d8 11.c3 ♗e5 12.0-0 ♗e6 13.♗e3 ♗xb3 14.♕xb3 ♗xd4 15.cxd4 ♘xd4 16.♗xd4 ♕xb3 17.axb3 ♖xd4 with an equal endgame;

3) In the event of 10.0-0 ♗e6 11.c3 ♖fd8 12.♘bxd4 ♘xd4 13.♘xd4 ♗e5 14.♗e3 ♕xb2 Black regains the pawn and retains all the advantages of his position.

8…0-0 9.0-0 ♗f5

The bishop is excellent on the b1-h7 diagonal – it both supports the e4-square for the knight and can if necessary attack the pawn on c2.

10.♘b3 ♕c7

[image: Images]

11.♗g5

An excessively risky continuation is 11.♘bxd4 ♘xd4 12.♘xd4 ♗xh2+ 13.♔h1 ♗e4 14.f3 ♗d5 15.f4 ♗g3 16.♕d3 ♕b6 17.c4 ♗e4[image: images] – White has numerous weaknesses and holes. After 11.h3 ♘b4 Black carries out a successful trade: 12.♘bxd4 ♗xc2 13.♘xc2 ♘xc2 14.♖b1 ♖fd8 15.♗d2 ♘e4, and suddenly White needs to coordinate his forces, in order to maintain equality, De Jong-Prohaszka, Groningen 2011.

11…♘e4

Also perfectly possible is 11…♖ad8 12.♗xf6 gxf6 13.♗d3 ♗g6 14.♔h1 ♖fe8 15.h3 ♗f4= Movsesian-Jobava, Dresden 2008, but I prefer the more natural continuation, which allows Black to keep a flexible structure.

12.♗h4 ♖fe8 13.♗d3

The pawn is still untouchable: 13.♘bxd4 ♘xd4 14.♕xd4 (White also has a bad position after 14.♘xd4 ♗xh2+ 15.♔h1 ♗d7 16.♗f3 ♗f4 with the threat of ♘d2) 14…g5 – White will suffer with his bad bishop on e2 and so taking it off the key diagonal does not help.

13…♕b6 14.♖e1 h6 15.♖e2

Now Black ensures his light-squared bishop a great square on g4:

[image: Images]

15…g5

It is not easy for White to untangle and this guarantees Black sufficient counterplay.

16.♗g3 ♘xg3 17.hxg3 ♗g4 18.a4 ♖ad8 19.a5 ♕c7=

Black has brought all his pieces into play and kept the d4-pawn, Klewe-Morelli, ICCF 2012.

B) 5.♕e2

The direct exd5 and d3-d4 may look dangerous, but analysis shows that Black has nothing to be afraid of.

5…♘f6

It is also worth considering 5…♘e7!? as the pawn cannot well be taken: 6.exd5 cxd5 7.♘xe5 0-0 8.d4 ♘f5 9.♘df3 ♘xd4! 10.♘xd4 ♗xe5 11.♗e3 ♗xd4 12.♗xd4 ♖e8 13.♗e3 ♘c6 with mutual chances, Fernando-Fernandes, Odivelas 2000.

[image: Images]

6.d4

As usual, the e-pawn should not be taken: 6.exd5 cxd5 7.♘xe5 0-0 8.d4 ♘c6 – the white queen is clearly misplaced.

After 6.g3 Black completes the standard set-up with 6…0-0 7.♗g2 ♖e8 8.0-0 and seizes space on the queenside: 8…a5 9.a3 (it is not so simple to suggest a good plan for White; for example, after 9.♖e1 ♘a6 10.♘f1 dxe4 11.dxe4 ♘c5 12.♘h4 g6 13.♗g5 ♘e6 14.♗e3 a4[image: images] Black had clearly outplayed his powerful opponent in Nadanian-Mamrukov, Internet 2011) 9…a4 10.b4?! (trying to break the Gordian Knot at once) 10…axb3 11.cxb3 ♗g4 12.♗b2 ♘bd7 13.h3 ♗h5 14.♕e3 d4 15.♕e1 b5! – again seizing space on the queenside and retaining a small advantage, Ljubojevic-Karpov, Linares 1992.

6…exd4

In my opinion, the simplest and most reliable route to not just equality, but even the initiative.

7.exd5+

7.e5 is parried by 7…0-0!.

7…♗e7 8.♘xd4 0-0 9.♕d1 ♘xd5 10.♘2f3 c5 11.♘b3 a5 12.a4 ♘b4 13.c3 ♗e6!

White has not managed to castle; the initiative is on Black’s side.

C) 5.g3 ♘f6

Following the trusted principle ‘development above all’.

5…f5?! looks effective, but opening principles suggest that such a move cannot lead to anything good. By way of an example, here is the opening of a game between two chess legends: 6.♗g2 ♘f6 7.0-0 0-0 8.c3 ♔h8 9.♖e1 fxe4 10.dxe4 ♗g4 11.h3 ♗h5 12.g4 ♗g6 13.exd5 ♘xd5 14.♘c4 e4 15.♘fe5 ♗c5 16.♗e3 ♗xe3 17.♘xe3[image: images] and Black’s position looks dangerous, Hübner-Miles, Tilburg 1986.

6.♗g2 0-0 7.0-0 ♖e8

[image: Images]

Before us we have the main tabiya of the variation. White has set up his little ‘cottage’ and Black has also achieved the set-up he was aiming for from the start. White has many ideas: we will try to identify the plans via various possible moves. We will examine in detail C1) 8.h3, C2) 8.♖e1 and C3) 8.b3.

After the move 8.a4 I will not give a forest of variations, but just quote a game of Anatoly Karpov, in which the 12th World Champion demonstrated a precise path to equality: 8…♘bd7 9.b3 ♘f8 10.♗b2 ♘g6 11.♖e1 ♗g4 12.h3 ♗d7 13.♔h2 (13.♖e2 does not change the situation: 13…h5 14.♕e1 ♕a5 15.♖d1 d4 16.c3 c5 17.b4 ♕d8 18.♘c4 ♗xa4 19.♘xd6 ♕xd6 20.bxc5 ♕d7 with equal chances, Planinec-Beliavsky, Moscow 1975) 13…h6 14.a5 ♖c8 15.d4

[image: Images]

15…dxe4 Beginning an exchanging combination, which eliminates a good chunk of both sides’ pieces: 16.♘xe5 ♘xe5 17.dxe5 ♗xe5 18.♗xe5 ♖xe5 19.♘xe4 ♘xe4 20.♖xe4 ♖xe4 21.♗xe4 ♕e7 – Black has no clear weaknesses and he is not worse, Azmaiparashvili-Karpov, Dubai 2002.

Interestingly, 8.♘h4?! is clearly insufficient – as well as putting one knight on the edge of the board, White intends to retreat the other to b1, so as to give the bishop a path out. It is obvious that Black must have a sufficient reply to such manoeuvres: 8…♘a6 9.♘b1 dxe4 10.dxe4 ♘c5 11.♕e2 g6! (cutting the knight off from f5 in advance) 12.a4 b6 13.♘d2 ♗a6 14.♘c4 ♗f8 15.♖e1 ♕d4 16.♗f1 ♘cxe4 17.♗e3 ♕d5 18.a5

[image: Images]

Thus far we have been following the game Aronian-Podgaets, Ohrid 2001. In the game, Black did not find the strongest move 18…♘d6[image: images], after which White cannot eliminate the pin on the a6-f1 diagonal without making positional concessions.

Yet another possibility is 8.exd5 cxd5 9.c4 d4, transposing to a Benoni structure with colours reversed. In this case, Black has nothing to fear – the extra tempo does not give White anything significant. After, for example, 10.♖e1 ♘c6 11.♘g5 ♗f8 12.♘de4 h6 13.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 14.♘e4 ♕g6 we reach a typical Benoni game, in which either side could achieve success, G.Hansen-Psakhis, Copenhagen 2001.

C1) 8.h3

C2) 8.♖e1

C3) 8.b3

C1) 8.h3 a5

Black is again ready to seize space on the queenside, while White engages in needless prophylaxis.

In no way worse is 8…♘bd7, e.g. 9.♖e1 ♘f8 10.♘h4 ♘g6 11.♘f5 ♗f8, but the advance of the a-pawn in this case offers Black decent chances of taking over the initiative.

9.♖e1

Black again has a wide choice in this position.

[image: Images]

9…dxe4

It is worth considering 9…♘a6 10.♘h2 (an equal position arises after 10.d4 dxe4 11.♘xe5 ♗xe5 12.dxe5 ♖xe5 13.♘xe4 ♗f5 14.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 15.♖xe5 ♕xe5 Sax-Martin, Hastings 1983/4) 10…♘c5 11.♘df1 h6 12.♘g4 ♘xg4 13.hxg4 d4 14.♘h2 a4 15.a3 ♖a5 with a decent position, Benjamin-Lobron, New York 1985.

10.dxe4 ♗c5 11.c3 a4 12.♕c2 ♘bd7 13.♘f1 h6 14.♘e3 ♗f8 15.♘f5 ♘c5 16.♖d1 ♕c7 17.♘h2 ♗e6

Black has the advantage, thanks to his initiative on the queenside, Anand-Malaniuk, Frunze 1987.

C2) 8.♖e1 ♘bd7

[image: Images]

The latest significant parting of the ways – we will examine C21) 9.exd5, C22) 9.a4, C23) 9.a3 and C24) 9.c3.

C21) 9.exd5 cxd5 10.c4

No problems are posed by 10.♘f1 h6 11.♗d2 a5 12.♘e3 ♘b6= Stein-Barcza, Tallinn 1971.

10…♘c5 11.♘b3 ♗f5!?

Black should avoid the simplifying 11…♘xd3 12.♕xd3 e4 13.♕f1 dxc4 14.♕xc4 exf3 15.♖xe8+ ♕xe8 16.♗xf3 and White retains pressure, Bacr-Gagliardi, cr 1991.

12.♘xc5 ♗xc5 13.♗e3

As usual, the pawn e5 is indirectly defended: 13.♘xe5 ♗xf2+ 14.♔xf2 ♖xe5 15.♖xe5 ♘g4+ 16.♔g1 ♘xe5 17.cxd5 ♘xd3 18.♗e3 ♕f6∞

13…♗f8

After keeping the dark-squared bishops, Black can be satisfied with the opening result. For example, White gets nothing after 14.♗g5 h6 15.♗xf6 ♕xf6 with equality, Kaliuzhny-Varitski, Alushta 1999.

C22) 9.a4 a5

This inclusion should be in Black’s favour.

10.b3

On 10.c3 ♘c5 11.♕c2 the simplest reaction is 11…dxe4 12.dxe4 ♗c7, after which White will have to defend the square d3: 13.♗f1 ♗d7 14.b4 axb4 15.cxb4 ♘a6 16.♕b1 ♗d6 17.b5 ♘c5 18.♘c4 ♗g4 with sufficient counterplay.

10…♘f8

The knight heads for g6, where it solidly defends the e5-pawn.

11.♗b2 ♘g6 12.♖e2 ♕c7 13.d4 ♗g4

Without clarifying the central position too early, Black brings the bishop to an active square.

14.♕e1

[image: Images]

14…♗b4!

Another, one may say, waiting move. This is another pin from which it is not so easy to escape – White must close the diagonal of his dark-squared bishop.

15.c3 ♗d6

Black is excellently prepared for the opening of the centre.

16.exd5 cxd5 17.h3 ♗xf3 18.♘xf3 e4 19.♘d2 h5

The threat of 20..h4 is very unpleasant for White and his position is worse, Planinec-Razuvaev, Polanica Zdroj 1979.

C23) 9.a3 a5

The pawn should not be allowed to b4, as Black wants use of the c5-square.

10.b3 d4

[image: Images]

11.♗b2

White’s desire to start active operations on the kingside is understandable, but Black is first to open another front: 11.♖f1 a4 12.b4 b5 13.♘h4 c5 14.♘f5 ♗f8 15.bxc5 Andriasyan-Motylev, Tallinn 2016, and here the straightforward 15…♘xc5 leaves Black with a small advantage.

11…♗c7 12.♖c1 ♘c5

Black only needs to resolve the question of the light-squared bishops, after which he will have equalised. For example: 13.♗f1 ♗g4 14.h3 ♗h5 15.♗e2 ♗xf3 16.♘xf3 ♕d6= Ederer-Timing, Internet 2014.

C24) 9.c3 dxe4

Preventing the break d3-d4.

On 9…♘f8 there could follow 10.d4, which also leads only to equality, however: 10…♘xe4 11.dxe5 ♘xd2 12.♗xd2 ♗c7 13.♗g5 ♕d7 14.♕b3 Mamedyarov-Leko, Hersonissos 2017, and here Leko could have shown greater ambition by playing 14…♘g6, forcing his opponent to part with a pawn.

10.dxe4 ♕c7 11.♕c2 b5

Another line is 11…a5 12.♘c4 ♗f8 13.a4 b5 14.♘a3 ♗a6 15.♗f1 ♖eb8 with the initiative, Ljubojevic-Karpov, Buenos Aires 1980.

12.♘f1 a5

Black is already advancing his queenside pawns, whilst White’s kingside counterplay lags significantly behind.

13.h3 ♘c5 14.g4 a4 15.♘g3 ♗e6 16.g5 ♘fd7

[image: Images]

Black has not only succeeded in seizing space, but has also developed his pieces harmoniously. He only needs to bring his rook into the game for his advantage to become critical.

17.♘f5 ♗f8 18.♘h2 ♖ad8[image: images]

White has no attack and his queenside is on the verge of collapse, Bodnaruk-Girya, Tehran 2017.

C3) 8.b3 a5

Once again, the a-pawn causes the white queenside serious trouble. The advance …a5-a4 cannot be allowed in any circumstances, and so White has two possibilities at his disposal: C31) 9.a3 and C32) 9.a4.

[image: Images]

C31) 9.a3

Black can achieve satisfactory play with just a few central moves:

9…♕c7

Black also obtained a splendid position after 9…b6 10.♗b2 dxe4 11.dxe4 ♗a6 12.♖e1 ♘bd7 13.♘h4 g6 14.♘c4 ♗c7 15.♕e2 ♕e7 16.a4 ♖ad8[image: images] in Balashov-Andreasen, Aalborg 1993.

10.♗b2 dxe4 11.dxe4 ♘bd7 12.♖e1 ♗c5 13.h3 b6 14.c3 ♗b7 15.♕c2 ♗f8 16.♖ad1 b5[image: images]

After White starts to manoeuvre his knights, Black is ready to advance his queenside pawns further and seize the initiative, Istratescu-Delemarre, Groningen 1997.

C32) 9.a4

Now the square b4 becomes an ideal post for the ♘b8.

9…♘a6 10.♗b2 ♘b4 11.♖e1 ♕c7

[image: Images]

12.h3

White gets nothing from the knight raid 12.♘h4 ♗g4 13.♗f3 ♗e6 14.d4 ♘d7 15.♗g2 ♖ad8 16.♘hf3 (admitting that his knight move was mistaken) 16…♗g4 17.♕b1 (Voitsekhovsky-S.Guliev, Kstovo 1994)

[image: Images]

In this case, Black is the first to be ready to clear the centre: 17…dxe4 18.♘xe4 ♗xf3 19.♗xf3 exd4 20.♗xd4 ♗e5 21.♗xe5 ♘xe5 22.♗g2 f5 23.♘c3 ♕f7, and whilst the enemy major pieces are out of play, Black has time to turn things in his favour.

12…♗d7

The typical 12…dxe4 is not so strong in this position: 13.dxe4 b5 14.♘f1 ♗c5 15.♕e2 ♗a6 16.axb5 cxb5 17.c3 ♘c6 18.♘e3 b4 Adams-Dreev, Las Vegas 1999 – after 19.c4[image: images] White will occupy the square d5, whilst Black’s counterplay is not obvious.

[image: Images]

The pawn structure reminds one somewhat of a Philidor with colours reversed. The extra tempo gives White some reserve of solidity, but clearly does not suffice for an advantage.

13.♗f1 ♖ad8 14.c3 ♘a6 15.♕c2 h6

Despite the objective equality, Black’s position is somewhat easier to play – he has available play in the centre and on the queenside.

Conclusion

If White sets up a King’s Indian formation, then Black should respond by seizing the centre, without fearing the counterblow 5.d4. In this case, I recommend taking an IQP on d4 rather than d5, which gives Black more space. And, on the other hand, if White refrains from the d3-d4 break, then Black develops along the lines of …♗d6, …♖e8, …a7-a5, after which he has a choice of promising plans.





CHAPTER 3

The fashionable 2.d4 d5 3.f3

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.f3

[image: Images]

Recently this continuation has been seen more and more, in tournaments of all levels. This is no doubt because White forces his opponent into interesting play, uncharacteristic of the Caro-Kann Defence. At the same time, though, White takes a definite risk, which Black can try to exploit.

3…e6

The most solid, although Black has quite a wide choice here. Yes, the light-squared bishop will not get active play in the immediate future, but the pawn on f3 also seriously impedes White’s development and is no adornment to his position.

As well as the main move 4.♘c3 (D), White has several other options, but they all lead even to an inferior position: A) 4.e5, B) 4.♗e3, C) 4.c3

4.♗f4 seriously weakens the b2-pawn: 4…♕b6 5.b3 ♘f6 6.e5 ♘fd7[image: images] – White’s task of normal development is very complicated.

A) 4.e5

B) 4.♗e3

C) 4.c3

D) 4.♘c3

A) 4.e5 c5

Going into a Closed French does not suit White at all – sooner or later he will have to advance his pawn to f4, whilst the ♘g8 can come to f5.

5.c3

He should still strengthen the d4-­pawn: 5.f4 cxd4 6.♘f3 ♘c6 7.♗d3 ♗c5 8.0-0 ♗b6 9.♔h1 ♗d7 10.a3 ♘h6 11.♘bd2 0-0 12.♘b3 f6 and White has not yet regained the pawn, whilst Black is already poised for the opening of the position, Pajukari-Riess, ICCF 2014.

5…♘c6 6.f4 ♕b6 7.♘f3 ♘h6!

With the pawn on f4, this typical French manoeuvre gains in strength:

8.♘a3 cxd4 9.cxd4 ♗xa3 10.bxa3 ♘f5[image: images]

Winning a pawn.

B) 4.♗e3

[image: Images]

This premature bishop move entails great difficulties with the b2-pawn.

4…♕b6 5.♘d2 ♕xb2 6.♗d3 ♕a3 7.♘e2

One should not fear ghosts – despite the fact that White has a certain activity, he is material down and Black has plenty in hand.

7…b6 8.0-0 ♗a6 9.♘b1 ♕e7 10.♘bc3 ♕b7 11.♖b1 ♗d6

[image: Images]

12.e5

Black will be happy with any simplification: 12.♘f4 ♗xf4 13.♗xf4 ♘e7 14.a4 ♗xd3 15.♕xd3 0-0[image: images] and the compensation is quite invisible, Sychov-Podvoysky, ICCF 2013.

12…♗f8

The right square – e7 is freed for the knight.

13.♕d2 ♘d7 14.g4 ♗xd3 15.cxd3 h5[image: images]

It is not quite clear how White will continue the attack, Tylecek-Köhler, Internet 2012.

C) 4.c3

Interesting, but clearly inadequate.

4…dxe4

[image: Images]

5.♗c4

The typical variation 5.♗e3 ♗d6 6.fxe4 ♕h4+ is completely worthless in this case – Black simply has a healthy extra pawn.

5…♗d6 6.♗e3 b5 7.♗b3 ♘f6 8.fxe4

There is no waiting line.

8…♘xe4 9.♘f3 ♘d7 10.♘bd2 ♘ef6[image: images]

The position resembles a typical Meran line, with Black having an extra pawn.

D) 4.♘c3 ♗b4

[image: Images]

With the transparent threat to win a pawn. White is prepared to sacrifice a pawn, but he has various ways in which to do so.

We will examine in detail several of these:

D1) 5.a3

D2) 5.♗d2

D3) 5.♗f4

5.♕d3 allows the ‘bad’ bishop to emerge with tempo: 5…b6 6.♘ge2 ♗a6 7.♕e3 ♘e7

[image: Images]

8.♕f2 (Black is well ready to meet immediate queenside castling: 8.♗d2 0-0 9.0-0-0 c5 10.a3 cxd4 11.♘xd4 ♗xc3 12.♗xc3 ♗xf1 13.♖hxf1 e5 14.exd5 exd4 15.♕xd4 ♘f5 16.♕f4 ♘h4 17.♕d4 ♘f5 with a draw) 8…0-0 9.a3 ♗xc3+ 10.♘xc3 ♗xf1 11.♖xf1 c5 12.exd5 (after 12.dxc5 d4 13.cxb6 ♕xb6 14.♘e2 ♘bc6 the black pawn on d4 ties down almost all the enemy forces) 12…♘xd5 13.♗d2 c4 and on account of the outpost on d5, Black has splendid prospects.

After the inconvenient 5.♗e2 we can reply…

[image: Images]

… 5…c5, after which White is forced to go for a series of exchanges, in order to maintain parity: 6.exd5 exd5 7.♗b5+ ♗d7 8.♗xd7+ ♘xd7 9.♘ge2 (after 9.dxc5 ♗xc3+ 10.bxc3 ♘e7 White has an extremely weak pawn structure) 9…♘gf6 10.a3 cxd4 11.axb4 dxc3 12.♘xc3 0-0 – the weakness of the d5-pawn is more than compensated by the exposed white king and the misplaced pawn on b4 – chances are equal.

White can also develop the knight with 5.♘ge2, after which Black replies with the non-standard queen manoeuvre 5…dxe4 6.fxe4 (an interesting short draw can arise after 6.a3 ♗a5 7.fxe4 ♘d7 8.♗f4 e5 9.dxe5 ♘e7 10.♕d6 ♗c7 11.♕d4 ♗b6 12.♕d6 ♗c7 with a repetition) 6…♕h4+!? 7.♘g3 ♘f6 8.♕f3 e5! 9.dxe5 (9.a3 ♗d6 10.d5 0-0 11.♗c4 cxd5 12.♘xd5 ♘xd5 13.♗xd5 ♘d7 14.0-0 ♘f6 15.c4 ♘xd5 16.cxd5 g6 17.♗d2 ♗d7 18.♕b3 f5 with mutual chances) 9…♘g4 10.♗e2 ♗c5 11.♖f1 0-0 12.♕f4 h6 13.♗xg4 g5 14.♕d2 ♗xg4 15.♘a4 ♕xh2 16.♘f5 ♘a6–+ Jozefini-Balleer, ICCF 2013.

D1) 5.a3 ♗xc3+

There is not much to think about – the sacrifice has to be accepted.

6.bxc3 dxe4 7.♕e2 c5

[image: Images]

Such a device often occurs in certain lines of the Winawer French. Admittedly, there White usually has the option of defending the d4-pawn with the knight from e2, whereas here he does not have that possibility and so the central break gains in strength.

8.♕e3

8.♕xe4 ♘f6 9.♕h4 ♘c6 10.♘e2 (not to be recommended is 10.dxc5 ♕a5 11.♗b2 ♕xc5 12.0-0-0 e5[image: images] Zimin-Shimanov, Moscow 2014) 10…0-0 11.♗g5 cxd4 12.♖d1 e5 and after the practically forced 13.♗xf6 ♕xf6 14.♕xf6 gxf6 15.cxd4 ♗f5 16.c3 ♖fd8 Black is ahead in development and also has the advantage in terms of the centralised position of his forces.

It is useless to play in Winawer style: 8.♗b2 cxd4 9.cxd4 ♕a5+ 10.c3 (10.♕d2 ♕xd2+ 11.♔xd2 ♘f6 – Black has a clean extra pawn) 10…♘c6 11.♕xe4 ♘f6[image: images] with a significant advantage in development, Pirrot-A.Zhigalko, Bad Wiessee 2010.

The somewhat non-standard variation to develop the initiative by 8.fxe4 cxd4 9.♕d3 dxc3 10.♕g3 also leads to nothing: 10…♕f6 11.♗d3 ♕g6 12.♕f2 ♘c6 13.♘e2 ♘ge7 14.0-0 0-0 15.♘xc3 ♘e5 16.♗e2 f6[image: images] Black beats off the attack, keeping an extra pawn, Mondry-Scheiba, Internet 2013.

8…♘c6 9.dxc5 ♕a5

Also sufficient for equality is 9…♕h4+ 10.g3 ♕e7 11.fxe4 ♘f6 12.♘f3 0-0 13.♗d3 ♘d7 14.a4 ♕xc5, but Black can hope for more from this position.

10.♗d2 ♘f6 11.fxe4 0-0 12.h3 ♘d7 13.♘f3 ♕xc5[image: images]

Unlike the situation after Black’s ninth move, here White has rather fewer useful moves and consequently, it will not be so easy for him to make a draw, Aharon-Lintchevski, St Petersburg 2013.

D2) 5.♗d2

After this move, a more closed position arises.

5…♘e7

[image: Images]

D21) 6.♘ce2

D22) 6.a3

After the ‘hypermodern’ 6.♕e2 0-0 7.0-0-0

[image: Images]

… the best reply is to strike in the centre: 7…c5 8.a3 (8.dxc5 ♗xc5 gives nothing) 8…cxd4 9.axb4 dxc3 10.♗xc3 a6 11.♘h3 ♘bc6 12.♕d2 b5 with the extremely unpleasant threat of …a6-a5 – the initiative is clearly in Black’s hands.

D21) 6.♘ce2

The simplest reaction is

6…♗xd2+ 7.♕xd2 0-0

There is no need to bring out the knight too early: 7…♘d7 8.e5 c5 9.c3 ♕a5 10.f4 ♘c6 11.♘f3 ♘b6 12.b3 cxd4 13.cxd4 ♕xd2+ 14.♔xd2 ♗d7 15.♘c3 a6 16.♗d3 and in this typical French endgame, White has the superior chances, Nabaty-Gruenfeld, Haifa 2010.

8.0-0-0

But now after 8.e5 c5 9.c3 ♘bc6 the knight occupies a more active position, and after 10.f4 b6 11.♘f3 a5 followed by …♗a6, Black does not stand worse.

8…♘d7

After castling, developing the knight is perfectly possible – the picture has changed categorically. Black’s plan involves the active advance of his a- and b-pawns.

9.♘f4

A striking demonstration of the plan is 9.♔b1 b5 10.♘f4 ♕b6 11.♗d3 a5 12.h4 b4 13.g4 a4 14.g5 b3, and Black is the first to light a fire.

9…b5 10.♗d3 ♕b6 11.♘ge2 b4 12.h4 a5 13.h5 a4 14.h6 g6

And whilst White’s attack has run into a barrier, Black’s counter is full of life.

D22) 6.a3 ♗a5 7.♗d3 ♘d7

I once tried 7…b5 8.e5 ♘f5 9.♗xf5 exf5 10.♘ce2[image: images], and although I won the game, the line seems to me to be strategically dubious and should be avoided, Solak-Bologan, Sarajevo 2010.

8.♘ge2

The attempt to set up a press with 8.f4 should best be met by the immediate 8…c5 9.e5 a6 10.♘f3 ♘c6, taking play into a favourable French Defence: 11.0-0 ♘xd4 12.♘xd4 cxd4 13.♘e2 ♗b6 14.♗e1 0-0 15.♗f2 f6 16.♘xd4 ♘xe5 17.fxe5 fxe5

8…0-0

[image: Images]

9.b4

An interesting ‘snake’ arises after 9.0-0 c5 10.exd5 cxd4 11.dxe6 dxc3 12.exd7 cxd2 13.dxc8♕ ♖xc8, and after investigating numerous branches, the cold-hearted computer shows that Black will not manage to keep the important d2-pawn: 14.b4 ♗b6+ 15.♔h1 ♗e3[image: images] Vegh-Prohaszka, Zalakaros 2010.

9…♗b6 10.♘a4 dxe4 11.fxe4 ♗c7

White has managed to drive the bishop off the diagonal a7-g1, but it is no weaker on its new square.

12.0-0 e5 13.c3 ♘g6

With equality, Fritsche-Schneider, Internet 2013.

D3) 5.♗f4 ♘e7

[image: Images]

Here too I see no reason to refrain from the typical knight move to e7 – here it is rather more subtly placed than on f6.

D31) 6.♘ge2

D32) 6.♕d2

D33) 6.♕d3

Black obtains a good game without any special problems after 6.a3, exploiting typical French Defence ideas: 6…♗xc3+ 7.bxc3 b6 8.h4 ♗a6 9.h5 ♗xf1 10.♔xf1 h6 11.♘e2 c5 12.♕d3 ♘bc6 13.♕e3 cxd4 14.cxd4 ♘a5 and with such a beautiful knight on c4, Black cannot be worse, Olszewski-Dziuba, Krakow 2005.

D31) 6.♘ge2 0-0 7.a3 ♗a5 8.♕d3 ♘d7

[image: Images]

9.♗d6

9.0-0-0 still looks extremely optimistic: 9…b5 10.h4 b4 11.axb4 ♗xb4 12.♘a2 c5 13.♔b1 ♕b6 14.dxc5 ♘xc5 15.♕e3 a5 16.h5 ♗b7 17.♘g3 f6 18.e5 d4 19.♖xd4 ♘d5 with an extremely dangerous attack, Beshukov-Adianto, Biel 2003.

9…♗c7 10.♗xc7 ♕xc7 11.0-0-0 b5

Starting a pawn offensive, which hopes to ‘bite’ on the a3-pawn.

12.♕e3 a5 13.exd5 ♘xd5 14.♘xd5 cxd5 15.♘c3 b4 16.♘b5 ♕b8 17.a4 ♘b6 18.b3 ♗a6[image: images]

White has done almost nothing, whilst Black has a mass of ideas on the queenside, Murey-Kharitonov, Moscow 1989.

D32) 6.♕d2 0-0

Again, Black can feel confident in all lines.

D321) 7.a3

D322) 7.♘ge2

D321) 7.a3 ♗a5

[image: Images]

8.♗e3

The tempting 8.0-0-0 only leads to difficulties: 8…♘d7 9.♘ge2 (no better is the immediate 9.h4 c5 10.dxc5 e5 11.b4 exf4 12.bxa5 ♕xa5 13.♔b2 ♕xc5[image: images]) 9…♘b6 10.b3 ♘g6 11.♗e3 ♕e7 12.♔b2 dxe4 13.fxe4 ♖d8 14.h4 ♘e5 15.♕c1 ♘g4 – Black’s pieces are better placed than his opponent’s.

Playing to take the dark squares by means of 8.b4 ♗c7 9.e5 fails, because the e5-pawn is not so easy to protect: 9…a5 10.♖b1 axb4 11.axb4 f6 12.♗d3 ♘d7[image: images] Kim-Kharitonov, Moscow 2008.

8…♘d7 9.e5 c5 10.f4 cxd4

Play finally enters French channels.

11.♗xd4 ♘c6 12.♘f3 f6 13.0-0-0 fxe5 14.fxe5

(Zivkovic-Dizdarevic, Neum 2005)

[image: Images]

Here I suggest active play against the e5-pawn with 14…♖f5, exploiting the fact that the rook is not so easy to drive away, because of the blow on f3:

15.♖e1 ♗c7 16.♗d3 ♖xf3!? 17.gxf3 ♘xd4 18.♗xh7+ ♔xh7 19.♕xd4 ♕g5+ 20.f4 ♕h4[image: images]

Despite the relatively open enemy king, White has no direct threats whilst Black’s two bishops should have their say.

D322) 7.♘ge2 ♘d7 8.a3

It is useful for White to take the a5-square from the black queen: if 8.♘g3 dxe4 9.fxe4 e5 10.dxe5 ♕a5 11.♗d3 ♘xe5[image: images] the queen is powerfully involved in the game, Ionica-Kharitonov, Bar 2004.

8…♗a5

[image: Images]

D3221) 9.g3

D3222) 9.e5

Black has no problems after 9.♗g3 b5 10.♘c1 ♗b6 11.b4 a5 12.♘b3 axb4 13.axb4 ♖xa1+ 14.♘xa1 dxe4 15.♘xe4 ♘f5 16.♘b3 e5 17.♗f2 exd4 and a draw was agreed in Minasian-Asrian, Yerevan 2001.

Nothing is achieved by 9.h4 b5 10.♘c1 dxe4 11.♘b3 ♗xc3 12.♕xc3 ♘f6, and Black is fine.

D3221) 9.g3 c5 10.♗d6

10.dxc5 is unfavourable because of 10…e5.

In the event of 10.exd5 cxd4 11.dxe6 dxc3 White has to sacrifice a piece, for which he does not have compensation, Watson-Sigfusson, Reykjavik 1989.

10…dxe4 11.dxc5 exf3 12.♘d4

(Antipov-Bulmaga, Marianske Lazne 2011) White tries to get into the enemy position, but his hopes will prove unfounded.

12…b6

Black emerges victorious from a tactical battle:

13.b4 bxc5 14.♗xe7 ♕xe7 15.♘c6 ♕f6 16.♘xa5 f2+ 17.♔e2 cxb4 18.axb4 ♗a6+ 19.b5 ♗xb5+ 20.♘xb5 ♕xa1 21.♔xf2 ♖fd8 22.♘b3 ♕b2[image: images]

The exposed enemy king and passed a-pawn give Black good winning chances.

D3222) 9.e5 c5 10.dxc5 ♗c7 11.♘d4 ♗xe5

After this capture, the game develops practically by force.

12.♗xe5 ♘xe5 13.f4 ♘d7 14.b4 b6 15.c6 ♘b8 16.b5 a6 17.♘a2 axb5 18.♘b4

[image: Images]

18…f6!

Preparing to seize the centre and drive the knight from its favourable position.

19.♗xb5 e5 20.♘b3 ♕d6=

The c6-pawn only looks dangerous; it does not create any real threats and can easily be lost, Gallagher-Khenkin, Geneva 1995.

D33) 6.♕d3 b6 7.♘ge2

The move 7.♕d2 is out of place in this instance: 7…c5 8.a3 ♗xc3 9.♕xc3 ♘bc6 10.dxc5 d4 11.♕c4 e5 12.♗d2 ♗e6 13.♕a4 bxc5 with wonderful play for Black.

7…♗a6 8.♕e3 0-0

Premature is 8…c5, as shown by the following game: 9.a3 ♗xc3+ 10.♕xc3 cxd4 11.♘xd4 ♗xf1 12.♖xf1 ♕d7 13.0-0-0 ♘a6 14.♕d3 ♘c5 15.♕b5 ♖d8 16.♗c7 ♖c8 17.♗g3 h5 18.♖fe1 h4 19.♗d6 ♖h5 20.♕xd7+ ♔xd7 21.♗xe7 ♔xe7 22.exd5, and after winning the exchange with 22…♖xd5 23.♘c6+, White will have decent winning chances, Kritz-A.Braun, Bad Wörishofen 2008.

9.0-0-0

White cannot simply drive away the bishop: 9.a3 ♗xc3+ 10.♘xc3 ♗xf1 11.♖xf1 and now Black can exploit the opponent’s lack of development: 11…c5 12.♘e2 ♘bc6 13.0-0-0 cxd4 14.♘xd4 e5 15.♘xc6 ♘xc6 16.♗g3 d4 17.♕d3 ♕e7[image: images] With such a pawn wedge, the knight is clearly stronger than the bishop, Yu Yangyi-Parligras, Khanty-Mansyisk 2011.

9…♘d7

[image: Images]

Black has developed his last minor piece and is ready for a full-blooded battle.

10.♗g5

Black need not fear the direct frontal attack 10.h4 ♖e8 11.h5 c5 12.h6 g6 – the attack has momentarily halted and a counterblow in the centre can occur at any moment: 13.a3 ♗a5 14.♗g5 f6 15.♗h4 ♕c7 16.♗e1 ♖ad8 17.♘f4

[image: Images]

Despite the weak points in his position, Black has emerged in one piece: 17…cxd4 18.♕xd4 ♕xf4+ 19.♗d2 ♕d6 20.♗xa6 ♘c6 21.♕f2 d4 22.♘a2 ♗xd2+ 23.♖xd2 ♕c5 with approximate equality, Alonso Gonzalez-Pellen, ICCF 2012.

The exchanging operation with 10.a3 ♗xc3 11.♘xc3 ♗xf1 12.♖hxf1 again is more inclined to favour Black than White: 12…a5 13.exd5 ♘xd5 14.♘xd5 cxd5 15.♔b1 b5[image: images] with a pawn storm, Zhou-E.Agrest, Internet 2017.

10…♖e8 11.a3 ♗xc3

As usual, Black is happy to make this exchange.
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