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Introduction
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Three years have passed since the HTMHM Explorer returned to the New World with the survivors of the 10th lost World ship and nearly 10 million Ana and Nonana people escaping their planets doom before its sun went Nova.  Harry Portman Captain of the HTMHM Explorer II, Terry Tiger Ships Weapons Director, Marie Tiger Com Director, Harvey Taylor Morgan Senior Pilot, Malcom Taylor Morgan Data Tech Director,  Barry Neven co-pilot, Steven Given, Com Tech Assistant, Dr. Henry Morgan Med Tech.  Gavin Tiger 6 months old son of Terry and Marie.  Mandandu Taylor Morgan 13, adopted daughter of Harvey and Malcom and adopted son Hunanda Taylor Morgan 15, ships interns.  Sammy Derril ships cook/security 17. And Martha Delvin 18 ship Hydroponic Botanist tech.  The Explorer II leaves the New World on a mission to return to the Home World. A 5 ship years journey by Light of Speed twice that of the first Explorer .  This time they left with fanfare and the blessing of the New World council.  Equipped with new Speed of Light Com beams and a hold full of new com beam satellites to drop off on the way to ensure a permanent com beam connection to the New World and eventually to the Home World.  When they arrive will they discover they are welcomed? 
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Chapter 1
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The Captain Speaks

––––––––
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“Attention Ships crew, we are about to embark on a journey of tremendous importance.  It will take us up to 5 ship years’ time, by Speed of Light Drive to get there.  The time back on the New World will pass as much as 10 years at least.  The HTMHM Explorer II is twice as fast as the first Explorer was.  This time we will be going further away from the New World heading back along the coordinates the World Ships 1-10 traveled to get here to the New World, from the Home World.  We are not a World Ship. We are a flea compared to a World Ship size.  A crew complement of 13 compared to a World Ships crew of 1 million at any given time.  Because of our size and tonnage, our newest Speed of Light Drive tech will get us back to the Homeworld faster than either of the 10 world ships could return. On the way we will be deploying the latest Speed of Light Communication Satellites between the New World and the Home World to established a permanent link to the Home World and from the Explorer II to the New World.  When the HTMHM Explorer left the New World looking for the 10th World Ship, there were only five crew members.” 

“The HTMHM Explorer II has a compliment of 13, one of which is only 6 months hold.  Gavin Tiger will grow up on this trip without the need of sleeping in a Cryo unit.  We will all age on this journey.  With exception to Hunanda 15, and Mandandu 13, the son and daughter of Harvey and Malcom. They being of the Ananonana world aliens their metabolism ages slowly then us humans.  Original crew members Terry and Marie Tiger, Harvey and Malcom Taylor-Morgan and your truly Harry Portman will serve as the senior crew members on the HTMHM Explorer II.  Experienced crew members.  The new crew members Steven Given Com tech assistant, Barry Neven co-pilot, Sammy Derril ships cook and Security officer, Martha Delvin 18 ships Hydroponics Botanist, where selected from the same study group program senior crew members once were in. They were exceptional students in their chosen studies.  Last but not least we have Dr. Henry Morgan our Med tech retired from the New World Council government.  A descendant of the 10th lost World Ship.  He duties will be not only as our Medical doctor on board but as our moral officer.” 

“Hunanda and Mandandu interns where they will learn every aspect of running the tech on the HTMHM Explorer II.  They will also be representing the Ananonana people of the New World on this journey to the Home World.  The first Aliens to be discovered from another world. When we arrive at the Home World a great deal of time that has passed since the 1st World Ship and the 10th World Ship left. The Home World will be Trillions of light years later and older then when it was when the 10th left its surface in the great exodus to the stars.  We will not know how much time has passed until we get there.  The math suggest at least 250 to 500 years or more.  When the great Exodus started with the launch of the first World Ship and the last the 10th World Ship.  The Home World was still dealing with a population crisis, thus the exodus of millions of citizens to the New World trillions of miles away.  What will we find when we get there.  I wish I could answer that crew.  The last com beam from the Home World to the New World eventually stopped arriving when the 10th world ship was lost and destroyed by a meteor storm.  Its survivors finding an inhabited world to survive on. The last com beam link between World Ships to the New World from the Home World was some 184 years ago New World time.” 

“What we are about to do is fraught with many unknowns given since the 10th was lost.  Speed of Light time factor on a ship traveling that distance from the Home World and to the New World ratio is anywhere from 1 year on board a World Ship with 50 years passing on the Home World.  We are a bit faster than that.  It still means the Home World will be much, much older than it was before we left the New World.  The time factor related to the Speed of Light travel theory has never been confirmed as this will be the first time a ship has left the New World to return to the Home World.  We are testing that theory, while we will age normally, at Speed of Light, the Home World and the New World will age significantly.  We have accepted the fact when we return to the New World our families we left behind may no longer be alive without going into Cryo to wait for our return.  Everyone to your stations if you are not already at them. Harvey, you have permission to leave orbit at light speed 7.”  Harry ordered. 

“Barry you heard the Captain, take us out of orbit and don’t hit any of the moons if you can.” Harvey instructed his co-pilot.

“Harvey?’  Captain Harry spoke suddenly..

“Captain the co-pilot, has to learn how.”

“Harvey, now is not the time for a lesson.”

“Hit it Barry.”

***
[image: ]


Ten Ship hours later, the crew settled down for a fine meal prepared by Sammy.  “Now this is a surprise I can enjoy Sammy.”  Terry said.  “Just don’t ask Harry for his recipe for Harry’s Surprise.  There is no surprise about it.  Harry is a lousy cook but a great Captain.” Terry said.

“Terry as Captain I ought to order you a double shift for belittling my great Harry’s surprise.”

“Harry there was nothing about it that was great, it deserved to be belittled every time you threaten to fix it, and the surprise was we could never figure out what was in it.” Malcom said.

“I don’t what to know what was in it.” Harvey said.  I am just glad my dad added a Hydroponic chamber to the version of this Explorer.  We can now have fresh vegetables on the table and a green space to relax in and look at the stars above us.”  

“Harvey, the dome is a holographic dome with a sky scape that mimics the daylight and nigh time star scape.  Harry said.  “I also expect everyone here to respect our Botanist orders to not, pick the vegetables or the fruit from the tree’s.  The growth cycle from seeds in the vegetable garden takes a ship cycle of 5 months to produce new crops for the table, and the tree’s produce fruit every 8 months under the artificial seasons.  The fruit can be picked fresh to eat or dried or frozen.  Most of the vegetables can be dried and frozen too.  Sammy is our dietician with Dr. Morgans guidelines. His cousin Martha in control of the harvest and planting.  “We can expect up to 5 years ship time getting to the Home World barring any side trips or delays.  We have enough seeds for vegetables and new fruit trees if needed to replace the Orchard and gardens.  We have legumes for protein, root vegetables and other vegetables for vitamins.  Oranges for Vitamin C, A and calcium. Apples for C, B-6, E, K Riboflavin and Thiamin.  Supplements, Iron, Magnesium, and vitamin D.  A stay in cryo would provide all those vitamins and supplements as well.  We have 14 Cryo units available on board one is a Med Cryo for emergency needs. It is our goal to go without them as much as possible.”

“For now, we have enough crew members to have regular shifts per 12 hours,  Tech Directors with the captain taking the first shift.  Co-pilot, and assistants in critical areas of operation the second shift with each group rotating and mixing Directors with assistants and interns.  Martha will relieve Marie with little Gavin when needed.  Hunanda and Mandandu are interns who will over the 5 years learn the full operation of the Explorer II from head to toe.  As well as continue their general education.  The Explorer II has everything we need to provide distractions; a Com Display theater loaded with the latest and the oldest visuals.  The hydroponic has a running path around the gardens for fitness.  For moral there is Dr. Morgan who will come up with varies activities to keep our moral up and our mental health up to par.  Board games, Card games, even classes in advanced first aid.  The Advanced First Aid is required by all ages, accept little Gavin.  Each Department director will have lectures on their specialties and will act as teachers for Hun and Manda.  I am sure there will be times we get bored, so I promise a few detours to explore local systems.  There will always be a part of the crew in their stations at all times. Your cabins more a suite then a cabin will give you solitude and privacy.  Dr. Morgans expect you to use them for sleep cycles and not to hide out in.  He has recommended when not on duty or sleeping you enjoy all the amenities of the Explorer II, eat what is given you, take time to socialize and always be prepared to be woken up for any kind of emergency.  For the couples on board the Explorer, remember morality and propriety is number one.  The Explorer II is large enough not get cabin fever as long as you keep busy with activities, rest time, duties and extra curriculum activities available to you.  One is helping Martha in the gardens and learning from her.  Two is in the galley helping Sam.  Three is babysitting Gavin so Marie and Terry can have a break from being parents. Four is taking up a hobby in our arts and crafts area, painting, ceramics, building bird houses for the Hydroponics Orchard. Yes, Hun.”  

“Captain do we have birds in Hydroponics?”  Hun asked.

“Only holographic ones, and the bees are real.  You build a birdhouse just for decoration for 

the orchard.  Idle hands must always keep busy, so the mind don’t go to waste, Hun.  One last thing, unless on duty at your station, off duty I am Harry,  On duty I am Captain Harry. Outside the Explorer II in any official capacity, I am Captain Harry. Yes Terry?” 

“When Gavin is old enough to talk, does he call you Captain Harry, Harry or Uncle Harry or God Father.

“Terry, Marie I am honored you named me Gavin’s God father, Uncle Harry will do when being informal.  Captain when he understands the formalities while I am in my Captains chair.”

“Yes, Terry?”

“May I speak freely, Captain?”

“Yes Terry, How about we remove that Captains chair, so that fat head of yours can deflate a little.  Not much, just a little, so you can be your old self again.  Better yet why not let me be captain for the day officer, so I can get a fat head like yours.  The Captains chair looks comfortable.”

“Fine with me, Captain Terry, you can stand to have a fat head if you don’t fall over on it and break your nose.  Anyone else want a broken nose.  The Explorer II can be known as the ship of fat heads and broken noses.  Better yet we have no captains, just crew members with the same rank and title and we never get anywhere near the Home World. Two busy seeing who has the biggest fat head.  The first one who says are we there yet, can get out and walk there. You have anything else to say Terry Tiger.”

“Yes Captain, can you find a rest stop, I need to take a pee.”

“Didn’t I tell everyone to take a pee before we left the surface.”

“Excuse me Captain.”

“Yes Marie.”

“Little Gavin’s wet diaper alarm went off number one and two.”

“Terry has your Diaper alarm gone off yet.”  Captain Harry asked.

“No Sir, high and dry, Captain sir.”

Martha turned to Harvey.  “Do these two always act this way?”

“Martha, those two have been study group roommates since they were 8.  They haven’t strangled each other yet, came close but always patched things up.  Terry would make a lousy Captain, and he knows it confesses it.  He likes to rattle Harry cage to remind Harry not to let his head get to big for his shoulders to hold his head up.  Harry values Terry’s opinion and all of our opinions. Don’t be afraid to speak up Martha if you disagree with something he wants to do.  Just don’t expect him to always agree with you, but he always welcome those opinions.  Then as a group we take a vote.  He always abstains and let the votes fall where they must.  It used to be 4 votes.  Now it is 11 votes, or in some cases if the votes are against him or any variations of yes and no against or in his favor. He will never take offense if he loses the vote and never holds it against you.  This routine between Terry and Harry is a reminder that Harry needs to listen to his crew and not arbitrarily over rule them or it is the captain trying to fly the ship back home without the crews help if he shoves them out the air lock, Martha.”  Harvey told her.

“With those two around who needs a moral officer.”

***
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“Terry, why do you always challenge Harry for the Captain’s chair.”  Marie asked.

“It is a ritual between us going back to our first year at the Study group Marie before you arrived.  Always saw himself as a leader and rightly so.  I was a follower and I followed his leadership.  He once asked me to remind him to remind him to never let him get a fat head.  Wait one moment here mother of our son.  You’re the mind reader here in the family.  You should have  read our minds and knew it was an act between us that we weren’t serious.  What gives?”

“Terry, I have been wondering when you noticed.  Since I gave birth my Mind Reading skills are temporarily gone.  The Mentor of our study group told me it is normal after birth for the first year.  It also means Gavin will also be a mind reader as well.  While I carried him I could feel his mind reaching out to mine and mine to him.  Giving birth appears to have caused a temporary block on my mind Terry.”  Marie explained.

“Why didn’t you tell me Marie?”

“Terry you were so busy getting the Explorer II ready for launch with the others while I stayed home very pregnant.”

“Marie, does Harry know?”

“If he does, he is keeping it to himself for the time being. His empathic skills had to sense it by now Terry.  The others have always been unable to sense my mind so they wouldn’t notice anything.  The trouble is, I can’t sense any of the new crews minds for any special skills yet, they must have some since they came from the same study group program we did.  Hun and Manda have been among us since we left their world. I have never sensed any special skills in them or their people on Nonana land when we were there, nor the Ana.  They are easy to read if anything, have nothing to hide either. Until my skill returns I can’t read Martha, Sam, Barry or Steven yet. It might be good thing for now; I don’t need any distractions from Gavin right now.”

Is it alright if I confide in Harry, Marie?  If he senses it he is most likely waiting for one of us to bring the subject up.  If like me he has been too busy with the Explorer II launch he wouldn't have noticed.  Best not keep any secrets between all of us senior crew members and Dr. Morgan.”

“Terry, Dr. Morgan  knows after all he delivered our son. and as a doctor he is under his oath to keep a patient’s medical records private.  Tell Harry and let him tell the other’s.  I don’t want them to feel sorry for me.  Make that clear to them Terry.  Now scoot out of here I have a son to feed, you know how nervous it make me to have you watch.”

“It’s not fair, he gets them and I can’t have them.”  Terry complained.

“Dear when he starts bottle feeding they are all yours.”

***
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“Harry, she wasn’t she if you sense it yet, we both being busy on the Explorer II.  She assured me the study group mentor assured her it is normal and that Gavin will be a mind reader.  She just needs time for that block to fade.  She is worried she can’t read the new crew members yet.”  Terry explained.

“Tell her not to worry about the new crew members, their mentor told me they have skills but couldn’t tell me what they are for privacy reason.  I believe the right time will come for each of them to reveal what they have.  Like Harvey, Malcom and Marie I sensed their skills because they were always around me as a group.  Hard to hide things from me now but like you said we have been busy getting the Explorer II ready for launch day.  It all boils down to earning their trust Terry.  You did lay it on a little thick with that ritual between us Terry.  I was even believing you really wanted the Captains seat.”  Harry said.

“I do Harry, I mean just the seat not the job as captain. The seat I have at my station is lousy on the back. Yours reclines, swivels, even has a catheter port won’t need to take a bathroom break.  Not to mention all those gadgets.”  Terry said.

“Terry where were you when the others picked their seats out to be installed at their station six months ago.  

“Harry, I was holding Marie’s hands as she gave birth to our son six month ago.”

“Sorry, look if you go down to the hold you will find a brown paper wrapped buddle with a ribbon on it, that says for the new dad.  It doesn’t have all the new Gadgets my chair has, but it should make you happy Vice-Captain you earned it.”

“Vice-Captain, you got to be kidding me.  Who came up with that hair brain ideal Harry?” 

“Harvey, Malcom, and Marie she voted twice one vote for her and one for the baby she was carrying. I abstained as usual.  That doesn’t mean you are wrong for it Terry. Just my policy to abstain.  Get Hun to help you get it up here and installed.  The other just pops out and the new pops in all tech connected at the same time. It will match the other station seats.”  Harry said.

“Wait a minute here, shouldn’t the vice-Captain chair be different than the others Harry?”

“I suppose you can keep the one that is their it would be different than the others Terry.”

“Where is that little rascal Hun.” Terry left Harry hollering for Hun.

Harvey swiveled around to speak to Harry.  “I told you we should have gotten the blue one.”  

“They didn’t have any blue ones left Harvey, so I ordered a purple one.”

“Harry, Terry’s hate the color Purple.”

“I know.”

***
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“If vice-Captain is done adjusting his royal purple chair, let’s get down to ship business for this morning.  Harvey what is our distances from the New World?”  Harry asked.

“We are 15.5 Lights years out from the New World, 10 ship days out, presently at a standstill on low thruster going forward for a star map update Harry.

“Terry if you are done fiddling around with your chair, how about a report on all ships tech.”

“Harry, everything is green except for our Cosmic Radiation levels in this quadrant are higher than normal. Levels steady since last shift reported it on its instruments Malcom has been searching his data of all World Ships that have passed this quadrant on the way to the New World.  This may be an anomaly or a hot zone they reported, on their logs, Harry.  Cosmic radiation level zone is in the Green to Yellow range outside, inside Green and steady.  Our shields are capable of blocking anything Orange to Red up to 6 ship hours at low thrusters.  Anything in Red one hour if we are at a total standstill.  At Speed of Light, we can pass through a hot zone without any affect.  Our ships shields, where designed to deal with a Cosmic Burst like what affected the 9th and 10th World Ships. The Navigation Data Core is tripled shielded from the inside, to prevent data loss.  All Data Core back up every 5 ship minutes to the Central Data Core which is quad shielded.  Malcom do you have anything to report for the Captain.” Terry asked.

“Harry all World Ships logs passing through this area toward the New World report the same thing their analysis is this is a normal hot spot.  Levels never reached the mid Orange zone as they passed through the center of the hot spot and out. Neither where at a standstill.  A Cosmic Burst is one of two types, a Cosmic cloud passing through a quadrant or a Pulsating Cosmic burst from a stationary source in the quadrant.  If we are in a stationary green -yellow zone level it would indicate a normal hot zone  One that may have been at one time very hot due to a nearby sun going Nova.  Nearby as in the tail end of the blast.  A Pulsating star would account for a burst of cosmic radiation passing through a quadrant at regular intervals. A Green zone just means normal cosmic radiation that is everywhere in the universe.  A hot zone caused by a sun going Nova or  Low- and high-level fluctuations pulsating levels that come and go at regular intervals.  The further out from a Pulsating Star you are the intervals can be anywhere from light years apart or the closer you are, shorter interval like hours about.  Without the proper shields either level of radiation can affect our tech.  I would recommend we do not stay in this quadrant much longer if we are in pulsating zone.  We could get hit with something in the Red zone without notice Harry.  Either coming at us at the Bow, or from the Starboard side, Port side, or from the Stern.  Or we could be leaving this green-yellow zone and entering a hotter zone as we drift into it with low thrusters. A worse scenario is a Black Hole in this quadrant Harry.  It’s gravitational pull gradually taking us toward it.  Recommend Speed of Light 6 should get us through this zone without any issues.  The data shows they all entered this quadrant coming from the Home World.  We should continue going out of here, on our course to the Home World.”  Malcom reported.

“Harvey you heard Malcom take us to Speed of Light 6 on our course toward the Home World.  Terry keep a sharp eye our radiation levels.  Malcom best you monitor any anomalies in gravitational pulls.  We are not a World Ship.  If there is a Black Hole in the area of this quadrant, our size could be affected by it gravitational pull even at this distance.”  Harry explained.

After ten minutes at Speed of Light 6.  Harvey  reported they had just passed the center of the hot zone and out of it into a green zone and came out of Speed of Light on low thrusters. No one had time to breath, a sigh of relief as an alarm went off.”

“Harry, long ranch scanners report a stationary field of rock debris ahead one ship hours away at current speed.  The debris appear to be under a gravitational pull to our Starboard side across our bow.  Largest rock size 15 feet in diameter to smallest one inch to gravel.  Rate of speed estimated at 1 inch per ship hour.  Rock field more than 1,000 miles long and 4,000 miles wide.”  Harvey reported.

“Malcom any mention of this rock field in the World Ships data.”

“No Harry. this has to be something new to this area of the quadrant we are in now.  I would say a very small planetoid hit by a much larger Asteroid breaking it up.”

“Terry scan the debris for any signs of manmade material, vegetation, and any sign this planetoid was inhabitant, or had an environment on it.” Harry ordered.  “Harvey maintain our distance from the field of debris.  Keep a close eye on any gravitational pull affecting us either toward that field of debris or in the direction it is going.  Steve go to red alert.”

“Attention all crew member this is not a drill. All crew members not at a station report to your station to assist.  All other non-essential crew members secure any loose objects.  Report to your assigned emergency area. This is not as drill.”  Steve announced.

“Crew this is your Captain we are facing an obstacle on our path.  It would appear to be a recent Asteroid hit on a small planetoid.  The debris field is some 1000 miles long and 4,000  miles wide affected by a gravitational pull crossing our Bow going Starboard one Ships hour ahead.  We are at low thruster after coming out of Speed of Light.  We may be affected by the same gravitational pull a possible Black Hole in the quadrant.  It is yet to determine if this debris field was once a habitat planet or barren planet.  For the moment we are not in any eminent danger.” Harry told the assembled crew.  “Terry what is the makeup of the debris field?”

“Captain, all indication say it is comprised of two rock composition.  One typical to an Asteroid make up and another of a planet composition.  A barren planet.  Analysis on the mass of rock debris makes the Asteroid bigger then the planet.  Without a sample of the rock of the asteroid and barren planet unable to determine age of the Asteroid and Planet.  Sensor do indicate that the rock field relatively new.  That collision happened elsewhere.  Gravitational pull of that debris field is stronger than the gravitational pull we are experiencing.  Captain I would not recommend getting any closer.  Our own gravity well might draw those larger rocks toward us.  

“Thanks Terry, Harvey plot a course around this debris field keep a safe distance from it. Then return to our course at Speed of Light 6 on my go.  Malcom record the position of this rock debris and it projected course out of this quadrant and add the possibility of a Black Hole in this quadrant, and have Steve send a com beam back to the New World with a copy of that report.  Crew stay alert until we are out of this area.”

“Captain, we have a problem.  The gravity pull on that field of rock is fluctuating.  I don’t believe this, a small section of that debris field is turning toward us, picking up speed as if it is being controlled by an artificial source.”  Harvey reported.  “Impact in 30 minutes, course change plotted to port side and set Captain.”

“Harvey get us out of here high thrusters, Now Harvey. .” Captain Harry shouted.  The Explorer II turned to port then the thrusters kicked into high, shooting the Explorer II forward along the edge of the Debris field. To their dismay that small section of debris shifted and turned to follow the Explorer II being pulled along behind hit.

“Captain, it is the ships internal Gravity field attracting those rocks.”  Terry announced.

“Attention crew not buckled in a chair, activate you magnetic boots.  Make sure Gavin is secured.  Turning off internal gravity in 10, 9, 8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1, now.” Terry switched of the internal gravity field.

“Harvey any change in the debris field following us?”  Captain Harry asked. 

“Yes, captain it is slowing down being pulled back into the main debris field.  Captain we have a problem ahead of us, a tail end of that debris field an arm of it is in front of us.  Composition small rock, less then then a small marble, mostly dust debris. A dust storm. Shield should get us through.  I detect nothing bigger that will get past our shields.  The debris arm no wider than 12 miles.  Thrusters at high Captain.” Harvey reported.

“Terry, activate the bow Laser array on auto wide spread.  Clear a path for us.  Don’t need to take any chances there is anything bigger in that dust storm that will get through to our shields and in through the Haul.”  The Captained ordered.

“Laser array activated auto wide spread.  Recommend thrusters reduced too low to avoid any high-speed impacts with that dust storm.  Let the Laser Array clear us through this dust storm.” Terry recommended.

“Harvey you heard the vice-Captain take us down to low thrusters.”  The Explorer II crawled through the 12-mile dust storm.  An occasional stone got past the laser and hit the Explorers II shield with an audible ping over the main Com Display audio.  Each ping different depending on the size of the stone.  For 20 minutes the crew listen to the random chorus of pings waiting for the one ping that would alert a breach in the haul.  The breach never occurred the pings ended as the explorer exited the other side of the dust storm.  Terry shut down the Laser array as Harvey brought the Explorer to a literal stand still 20 miles out past the dust storm.”

Everyone at a station run diagnostics on all tech.  Those not at a station standard procedure check all quarters, compartments, any area for any haul leaks the tech missed detecting.  You know the routine, smoke out those leaks.  Everyone Oxygen mask until further notice and make sure Gavin is in his crib has a mask on and not floating above his crip.  No gravity until we are well clear of this quadrant.  Harvey how fall off course are we?”  Captain Harry asked.

“Actually, not far Harry.  Our course to the Home World remained locked in.  A bit Starboard at high trusters for a few hours and we can be back on track and at Speed of Light.  Our extra shielding Navigation Data core prevented any loss of Data or clinches.  Sensor show we are past that debris field, it is moving on its original course toward whatever gravity well is pulling it forward, or rather in the direction it was going as there is no actuarial forward, backwards, left or right in space. Just a ships reference to Bow, Stern, Starboard and Port for navigational reasons. The nose of the ship is the Bow the tail the Stern, Starboard right side, Port left side.”  Harvey explained, then there is up and down on the ship, our gravity field keeps us, us, us, upright when the ship is upside down, down  or standing on its nose, nose or tail, tail. 

“Harvey are you alright.”

“Yes, Captain, I mean no Captain. I am not sure Harry?”

“Dr. Morgan, take Harvey to the Med unit and check him out.”  Barry take over for Harvey.  Maintain our position until further notice.”

“Harry, I am okay.”  Harvey stated.

“Harvey I am not okay. If the captain is honest enough to admit it, so shall his crew.  I don’t expect anyone one here senior crew, junior crew or interns to be okay. ‘We just faced a terrible  time.  I expect everyone here to have a visit to the Med unit when they can be relieved of their duty and that includes me.  You all did well, above any expectations given what we just faced.  We came through it without a scratch, maybe removed some haul paint, that can be repaired, so can our nerves. Harvey Dr. Morgan is waiting.”

“Yes, Captain.”
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Chapter 2

[image: ]


Two Ship Years Later

––––––––
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An evening of charades were planned on the Bridge while the Explorer was on auto pilot and on the right course to the Home World.  Marie brought two-and-a-half-year-old Gavin out too watch the Charades.  Marie bowed out of playing as she thought it would be unfair now that her mind reading skills were back.  After two hours of distractions, The night shift took their stations while the day crew went off duty to their quarters.  Harvey kept the Auto pilot on and with Marie at Coms and Terry in the Captain’s chair.  The rest of the crew went to bed.  Marie handed Gavin over to Mandandu his night sitter that shift. “Manda, make sure Gavin takes a potty break.  Then give him his bath.  Don’t forget to put Ruffles in his bed with him, or he will keep you up all night crying for Ruffles.” Marie told Manda.  Manda left the Bridge with Gavin.

“Isn’t he getting a too old for Ruffles, Marie.” Terry asked.

“Terry, you told me you had a Teddy bear in your bed until you’re were 7 years old and cried every time your parents tried to take it away from you.”

“ I wasn’t the one crying my Teddy Bear was, he couldn’t stand being separated from me.”  I finally had to pull his power pack out to get him to stop crying.”

“Terry Tiger, have you forgotten I have my mind reading skills back.  How would you like it if I shared that lie with everyone else.”

“Go right ahead dear. Then I can tell them what you call me every night your big Huggy Poo Teddy Bear give mama bear a big kiss.”

“Terry you wouldn’t dare.”  Marie protested.

“Yes, I would.”

“Fine Terry your Teddy Bear was always crying for his Daddy Bear to give him a hug every night.  You want me to get you a new Teddy Bear to hug so I can get some sleep?”  Marie asked.

“I don’t need a new Teddy Bear; I have you and Gavin to hug and kiss.  Though sometimes I would like to pull your power pack out and stuff you in a box like I did my Teddy Bear.  Maybe then I would have my thoughts to myself for a change Mrs. Marie Tiger know it all.”

“You can go stuff you head in a box, and I will shove it out the air lock.”

“Excuse me you two, if you are done telling the whole crew you are having a very loud marital knock down. I have something to share with you two.”  Dr. Morgan said.

“What is it Henry.” Marie snaped at him. 

“Marie, you are pregnant I would say 3 months along.  That would explain this fight between you, over some silly Teddy Bear.. Now don’t ask me who the father is, though my bet is on Terry Tiger.  I wouldn’t want Terry to face murder charges if it’s not him.  I will let you sort that out between you.  Marie see me in the morning at the end of your shift I can give you something for your hormone levels to prevent you from killing anyone on the Explorer II.  Your first pregnancy was a walk through the park so to speak.  A second one may not be so easy being out here in space, somewhere between nowhere and the Home World.  Now you two settle your differences between you.  Mama’s need to give her big Huggy Poo Teddy Bear a big kiss. That Huggy Poo Teddy Bear needs to Kiss Mama Bear back.  End of discussion.  One more contrary word from ether of you and I will report you to the Captain as unfit for duty.”  Henry Morgan left the Bridge of the ship.

“He wouldn’t dare Marie, we always have our quarrels, but we always make up never go to bed angry.”  Terry say’s.

“Terry, we always make up and then I got pregnant the first time with Gavin and I am pregnant again.  It is your fault Terry Tiger.”

”Marie, it better be my fault or I am going to murder someone on this ship.”  Terry said.  The two looked at each other and broke down laughing.

Harry walked in looked out the two. “If your two are done broadcasting your Progesterone and Testosterone to everyone on the ship, they and me might get some sleep.  Marie you are broadcasting your Progesterone to every female on the ship as well picking up Terry’s Testosterone, broadcasting it to ever man on the ship,  Marie get your skills in control, or you are confined to your quarter until you do.  Terry we have a spare quarter in the hold for you.  As for you Marie I don’t want to start feeling Morning sickness either, so get control of those skills.”  Harry said to the two.  “Marie I am assigning Steven to your shift tonight.  Go relieve Mandandu.  By the way everyone knows about big Huggy Poo Teddy Bear give mama bear a big kiss and about Terry’s Teddy bear now.  Marie did you have this kind of trouble controlling your skills with your first pregnancy, if so I would have ordered Henry to make sure you didn’t get pregnant on the ship.  That or make sure Terry can’t get your pregnant ever.  Do you two hear me.  On a softer note, congratulations you two.  To your quarters Marie and block you mind or Gavin will be up all night even with Ruffles in his arms.  That is an order from your Captain.  Don’t make me put both of you in Cryo until we reach the Home World.  Marie you wouldn’t be the first to give birth in a Cryo unit.  Now kiss and make up, Huggy Poo Teddy Bear.”  Harry walked out of the Bridge just as Steve arrived to relieve Marie as Com officer for the night.

“Sorry Steve this would be your second night shift in a row at Coms.  Hunanda will join you shortly for his last night of training on the Com’s. I will certify him ready for relief duty on the Com’s in the morning. I may not be able to fill duties later. I afraid like my last pregnancy, my morning sickness was an issues even then.  On board the ship it will upset my duty schedule.”  Marie, told Steve.

Steven touched Marie’s mind.  “Marie, I can help with that with your permission.  Reduce the affect, of you morning sickness so you can function.”

“Marie thought back to Steve. ‘Thanks for the offer Steve, too early to tell how bad it will get.”  Henry might wonder if I don’t have morning sickness this time.”  Harry is not ready to reveal your healing skills. As a Doctor Henry might be a bit skeptical of about such skills.  One can’t blame him if he is unsure to trust those skills.  He spent many years in a Cyro learning those skills. and relies on centuries of practical and physical healing skills as a doctor.  In the Home Worlds history such healing skills you have were fraudulently practiced by those who through psychological manipulations of a person mind to believe they were healed of an ailment, only to find they were not later.  Fraudulent faith healers, and hypnosis. Your skills are physical not mentally to make the mind
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