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        Page-turning adventure, laughter, and surprises. I am ready for the Gina Ramsey stand-up tour.

        Andrea Cheydrea, author of A Poet’s Playground
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        I laughed out loud! Gina’s stories remind us to find joy and laughter in every corner. Her experiences remind me of so many of my own, and now I reflect on them from a new, silver-lined perspective. This is a great read that can be consumed in bits or as a whole, and it is full of encounters anyone can relate to. Undoubtedly, every reader will start to identify their own Burnt Glovebox stories—seeing their calamities (or at least parts of them) as humorous. What a lovely gift Gina is giving the world!

        Liz Sheahan, BSW, MA, nonprofit professional
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        What a fun and easy read that kept me flipping pages wanting more. I cracked up, laughing out loud throughout the chapters. The enthusiastic writing by the author, Gina Ramsey, made me feel like I was sitting with a great friend and hearing about her life's antics with relatable stories from a fun and colorful perspective.

        Kristi Davis, entrepreneur and author of  Redeemed: Guide to SELF-LOVE, Journey to TRUE HAPPINESS
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        A much-anticipated follow-up to the Burnt Gloveboxes: Embracing Life When It Goes Up in Flames, Volume II doesn’t disappoint. As in the first book, the common thread of the stories is one of mishap mayhem. Gina Ramsey’s hilarious tales run the gamut from dealing with an inebriated bathroom bully and an overzealous sales cashier to a road trip from hell involving twenty-four quarts of oil. As an added bonus, some friends share their own quirky stories, underlining Gina’s intention to remind the reader of the importance of looking for the positive whenever something goes wrong. Burnt Gloveboxes: Embracing Life When It Goes Up in Flames, Volume II is the perfect tonic for our challenging times.

        Kelly McKenzie, author of Never, Never, Hardly Ever: A Mother/Daughter Story of Antiques and Antics
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        Delighted to get my hands on this new volume of Burnt Gloveboxes! There is nothing better than humorous, all-too-relatable stories to boost my mood on a dreary day! Gina’s entertaining and propulsive writing style makes the pages just fly by as you dive into her various madcap adventures. I dare you to try and read just one story!

        Jacki Rykal, book enthusiast
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        Gina Ramsey delivers yet another hilarious collection of stories in Burnt Gloveboxes Volume II! Readers will love her perspective and philosophy on life—to find the funny even in tough situations. Gina has a stellar ability to tell humorous, captivating stories about her comical everyday life. Burnt Gloveboxes Volume II is a fun, mood-boosting read perfect for anyone who needs a good laugh. Gina’s joy in life and ability to make the most of all situations are contagious. I can’t wait to read more in future volumes!

        Lisa Kielty, an avid reader and lover of books

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        The whisperer of all things wacky, Gina Ramsey, has done it again! Behold the second installment of Burnt Gloveboxes, a book that’ll have you saying, “No way You didn’t? You did!” while tears roll down your legs. So, strap on your most absorbent adult diapers, and get ready to tinkle with joy and amusement as we all laugh at Gina and more of the inconceivable moments that seem to seek her out, if for no other reason than our reading pleasure.

        Shelli Ragle, humorist, speaker, and writer
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      To my family and friends who have shared Burnt Gloveboxes experiences with me and to Burnt Gloveboxes fans:

      Thank you for your ongoing love and support.
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      The essays in this book are nonfiction. All my stories and the stories written by the Burnt Gloveboxes community contributing authors are based on memory and depicted as truthfully as possible.

      While all persons depicted in the stories are actual individuals, some names and identifying characteristics have been changed to respect their privacy.

      If you granted me permission to use your actual name—for instance, if you’re a family member, friend, coworker, or former coworker—I have only used your first name.

      If you are offended by this, I genuinely apologize. I did this because I love you and want to protect you from the possibility of paparazzi flooding your front lawn for weeks on end, snapping unauthorized photos of you when the Burnt Gloveboxes series becomes a cultural craze.
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          Kathy Kinney, actor and author

        

      

    

    
      If you’ve ever had things go sideways in your life, and I know you have, Gina Ramsey leads a master class in surviving life’s pitfalls by finding the funny nugget of wisdom in the absurd, the chaotic, the random encounters, and the bizarre experiences we all encounter on this wacky journey called life.

      It turns out that finding the funny is a superpower, and wielding that power just might be the difference between staggering through life and riding an inner tube down the whitewater rapids of a fast-moving river while throwing your head back and howling with joy.

      Gina Ramsey’s Burnt Gloveboxes II will make you smile, chuckle, snort, and nod in agreement as she guides you through a myriad of experiences that are so relatable you’ll be asking yourself if Gina is psychic. Nope, she’s just a brilliant observational humorist with a knack for finding the funny in life.
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        If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.

        Dalai Lama

      

      

      

      Throughout my adult life, I have been meandering, searching for my place in this world. For as long as I can remember, I’ve pondered, “What is my purpose? What will bring me happiness? Do I have a gift, and if so, what is it? Am I capable of making a difference in the lives of others and our world?” There have been countless times I have felt lost, endlessly pursuing answers to my questions to no avail.

      My indecisiveness captured the essence of the phrase, “jack-of-all-trades, master of none.” My career choices and college track record have been diverse, to say the least. For example, at one point, I wanted to be a zoologist to help animals. This came shortly after seeing Dian Fossey’s story of moving in with primates in the movie Gorillas in the Mist.

      On my first day at Intro to Zoology, the instructor pointed at some glass cases with black-winged creatures crawling around. “You see these cute little guys? They need to be cared for. You must sign up to come into the classroom one night each week at 8 p.m. to open the encasements so they can fly around the classroom to get some exercise.”

      Is this seriously a prerequisite to snuggling in the jungle with silverbacks? Immediately, I envisioned the terrifying scene of one of those black-winged hamsters getting snagged in my eighties back-combed “big hair.” The next day, I withdrew my class registration.

      After working at several low-paying jobs, I decided to “officially” go to college at thirty-one. My major? Pharmacy, nursing, chemistry …

      The ongoing changing of majors became a running joke. One Christmas, family members wore red, foam clown noses to the family gathering, asking if I had signed up for clown school. They suggested all the possibilities of this prestigious career, stomping around in oversized shoes, zooming around in tiny cars, and sporting the newest fashions in colorful makeup and clothing. I found this hysterical.

      My ongoing irresolution was bringing me familial fame, and I loved it. My husband, Paul, was lucky enough to be on the crazy train of quirkiness with me. In all reality, I was fortunate he remained on board. As for our kids, Jackie, Mike, and Katie, they had no choice. They rode along, and we hoped they would learn valuable lessons along the way.

      At one point, Paul tried to help me find my path during a trip to Walt Disney World. After hearing me repeatedly obsess over my dream of working at Disney Animation Studios, he asked a cast member for an application. He handed it to me, saying, “I want you to pursue your dreams.”

      Having an issue with being told what to do, I drew the line. I refused to pursue a career in animation just because he thought it would be a good fit for me! In reality, I doubted my ability to paint cartoon figures and never filled out the application. I’ve had several moronic episodes during my life. This was one of them, given I forwent an opportunity for possible free theme park admission.

      Finally, I settled for a degree in graphic design since the animation and clown industries didn’t seem promising. However, after I proudly marched to the tune of “Pomp and Circumstance,” I found my circumstances unfavorable. I could not secure employment in my field but found a position helping individuals in need to find community resources.

      After a few years, I decided it was in my best interest to keep racking up student loan debt to advance myself professionally. This is what we are supposed to do, right? After three years in a master’s degree program, I marched to the same collegiate tune. I have been a social worker ever since.

      It wasn’t until I reached the age of fifty-three that I discovered I had been on the correct path and fulfilling my purpose during my entire journey. I was making a difference without realizing it. The many roadblocks life presented to me, and the winding paths I chose were blessings in disguise, as these led me to discovering my treasured gift.

      Some reference encountering a barrage of unfavorable scenarios and circumstances by the adage of Murphy’s Law: “Anything that can go wrong will go wrong.” However, I realized there is a missing component: the importance of “finding the funny” or looking for the positive when something goes wrong. I’ve coined this motto as “Burnt Gloveboxes.” I created this title based on a previous experience that left the door charred. (See Burnt Gloveboxes: Embracing Life When It Goes Up in Flames, Volume I.)

      Looking at life through the lens of humor and positivity has been my gift during the entire journey. Little did I know the positive impact I made by sharing my stories with others.

      In addition, my aspirations of writing a book resonated with so many of my friends and family. During the times I felt I was not living a life of purpose, they were in the background cheering me on, knowing I had the drive and potential to share happiness and a positive mindset with our world.

      One of these cheerleaders was Hannah E. B. However, I didn’t learn of her support until I began writing my first book, with the goal of creating an anthology where others would share their own Burnt Gloveboxes stories.

      I called my best friend Julie and asked, “Hey Jules, do you remember that rat story you told me years ago? Would you be willing to write that story for the book?”

      She responded, “Hannah wrote the story way back when the incident happened. I’ll try to find it for you.”

      After a quick search, she found not only the treasured story but much more. At eight years old, Hannah put her pen to paper and wrote her version of the rat story.

      The most remarkable thing was Hannah’s letter that accompanied her rat tale. This little girl heard me talk about my vision of one day writing a book. In the postscript of her letter, she included her encouragement, saying, “I hope you write your book someday.”

      Amazingly, Hannah believed in me before I believed in myself. Her words are a testament that I have been fulfilling my purpose by finding the funny/positivity in life’s mishaps and encouraging others to do the same. Her beautiful words confirmed I have been making a difference in our world all along.

      Several people approached me with their own stories of Murphy’s wrath. You will find a couple of these stories, including Hannah’s story, toward the end of this second edition of Burnt Gloveboxes. I hope these tales of mishaps, conundrums, and some poor decisions spark a smile and encourage you to reflect on your encounters with Murphy through a lens of positivity.

      Finally, if you are a fellow indecisive soul aimlessly searching for a way to make a difference in our world, know you are in good company. I encourage you to keep trudging forward, knowing others are cheering you on from the sidelines. At some point, you will believe in yourself, just as they believe in you.
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