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INTRODUCTION

This is the
fourteenth book in the series titled, “The Word of God Library.”
God is leading His servant to have a few commentaries published,
which are the result of forty years plus of study, combined with
practical experience. And while these commentaries are expository
in nature (that is, explained in some detail), they are still
intended to be devotional, heartwarming, and as practical as
possible, to help believers live out their faith in these last days
of the present age.

Please note that the Biblical text of the
book of Galatians has been included as part of the commentary, and
has been broken down into smaller sections, each beginning with an
italicized heading for the benefit of the reader. The Bible version
being used in this book is the New American Standard Bible, 1995
Edition, which is the version that God led His servant to start
using in 2002.

It should also be noted that there are four
sections to the Addendum at the back of the book. Addendum A is a
brief outline of the four ages of time; Addendum B is a brief
outline of the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, in time; in Addendum C, we have, “The
rise of the man-made religious system of Judaism”; and then in
Addendum D, we have a gospel presentation for how one may have a
personal relationship with God, for any readers who might not yet
have this vital relationship.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction is that after completing 21 years of formal
education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project
Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large
utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been and is still serving
Him as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the two websites listed below,
which have been established for the purpose of interacting with
readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to every need
in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and
glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.


CHAPTER ONE

Galatians
1:1-24

Galatians 1:1,2, God names the human vessel
He gave the letter to the Galatians through and also who its
recipients were

As we begin our look at this very important
and eternal word from God contained in His letter to the Galatians,
we have God letting us know the name of human vessel He gave this
letter through, and also who its recipients were, as we now see
from Galatians 1:1,2, where the brackets are part of the Biblical
text, “[1] Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the
agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who
raised Him from the dead), [2] and all the brethren who are with
me, to the churches of Galatia…”

Here we see that again, as with many of the
letters of the New Testament, the human vessel God had available to
Him to bring us this letter was “Paul,” who is led of God to
identify himself as an “apostle,” which means ‘one sent forth.’
Then we note that God is quick to lead him to add here, what the
translators from the original Greek into English have placed in
brackets, namely, that it was not men, nor any instrument of men,
which had sent forth this believer Paul, but rather this having
been done by God The Father, having done so through His Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, Whom God The Father raised from the dead (which
occurred three days after His death on the cross on behalf of a
sinful human race and after his burial, noting also Acts 2:24 with
1 Corinthians 15:3-4). In other words, an apostle was one sent out
by God to discharge one’s ministry in direct accountability to God,
and not to any man.

The apostle Paul is also quick to add here,
as he is writing down this letter that God is leading him to write
and send to the Galatians, that he is not alone as he does so, but
that there are “brethren” with him, which is a reference to other
believers, who are all males here, for at no time in God’s word do
we ever see any females accompanying the apostle Paul on any of his
journey’s for the purpose of preaching the gospel. And that is
precisely what the apostle Paul had been sent forth by God for,
when God called him into the ministry, as Paul testifies to at 1
Corinthians 1:17 in part, “For Christ did not send me to baptize,
but to preach the gospel…,” and also at 1 Thessalonians 2:4, “but
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our
hearts.”

And then we have God closing His
introduction to this letter by letting us know who the recipients
of this letter were to be, as we see at verse 1:2, which were “the
churches of Galatia.” By “churches” here, God is referring to local
churches in various cities, which were in Galatia, which was at
that time of writing (believed to have been around 49 AD) a Roman
province in Asia Minor, (present day Turkey), which had been
established by the Roman Emperor Augustus in 25 BC, and which
province was added on to and deleted from by successive Emperors.
This letter is believed to have been the first of God’s letters
through the apostle Paul, with the place of writing more than
likely being Antioch in Syria.

Before going further, there is some further
background information that we should be aware of, specifically
relating to God’s letter to the Galatians. We will now break down
this background information into three sections before resuming
with Galatians 1:3, these being as follows: 1) The start of the
present third age concurrent with the start of local churches on
earth, including a brief look at what the “church” is Biblically;
2) the salvation of the apostle Paul and his early ministry,
concurrent with the establishment of local churches in the known
world; 3) specific information on the establishment of the local
churches in the Roman province of Galatia by the apostle Paul
during his first gospel ministry journey, which will be useful for
our subsequent look at God’s letter to the Galatians; and 4)
specific information on the apostle Paul’s visit to the local
churches in Galatia during his second and third gospel ministry
journeys, as further useful background information to have.

1) The start of the present third age concurrent
with the start of local churches on earth, including a brief look
at what the “church” is Biblically

Let us begin at Acts 1:1-5, where we have
God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, on earth for forty days after His
resurrection from the dead and before His ascension back to Heaven
(which we see take place at Acts 1:9-11), preparing the Twelve for
the continuation of the ministry for which He had been training
them for these last three and a half years. So let us note Acts
1:1-5 and see what God there tells us, “[1] The first account I
(Luke) composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and
teach, [2] until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He
had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had
chosen. [3] To these He also presented Himself alive after His
suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a
period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the
kingdom of God. [4] Gathering them together, He commanded them not
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised,
"Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; [5] for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now."

As we see here at verses 1:4,5 especially,
God’s Son knows that a new age is about to start (the present third
age), which will be with The Holy Spirit now coming from Heaven to
indwell the human spirit of each of the believers on earth. God
tells us of this event at Acts 2:1-4, where we read, [1] When the
day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place
(that is, all the believers of the city of Jerusalem in Israel,
where this occurred). [2] And suddenly there came from heaven a
noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them tongues as
of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of
them. [4] And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak with other tongues (that is, other languages), as the
Spirit was giving them utterance.”

Since The Holy Spirit that God’s Son had
promised at Acts 1:4,5 had now come to indwell the believers on
earth, then this meant that the Twelve now had God indwelling them
(God The Father through His Son by The Holy Spirit), which further
meant that they now had the supernatural power of God at work in
them to carry on the ministry on earth for which they had been
prepared for by God’s Son.

And now we see the apostle Peter being led
of God to give the first sermon of the present third age, also at
times referred to as the ‘church age,’ noting here the start of
that sermon at, Acts 2:22-24, where we read, “{22] Men of Israel,
listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by
God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through
Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know — [23] this Man,
delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to
death. [24] But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the
agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its
power…,” and also what the result was, at Acts 2:37-41, “[37] Now
when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?"
[38] Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] For the promise is
for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as
the Lord our God will call to Himself." [40] And with many other
words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be
saved from this perverse generation!" [41] So then, those who had
received his word were baptized; and that day there were added
about three thousand souls.”

What we see occurring here is that as the
gospel was preached (God’s good news relating to His Son, centered
on his death at the cross, His burial, and subsequent resurrection
from the dead the third day, noting 1 Corinthians 15:1-4), God uses
that message to save three thousand souls in Jerusalem, with these
believers then being the first local church established by God on
earth.

And for our present purpose here, let us
notice two ‘baptisms’ mentioned by God. The first is God’s Son
saying at Acts 1:5 above, “you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit,” which, for those who were already believers, occurred when
The Holy Spirit first came from Heaven, as we saw above at Acts
2:1-4. And from then on, that baptism of The Holy Spirit occurs as
an unbeliever turns from one’s sins, to God to receive the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life with God. Then there is water
baptism, as was the case with the 3000 at Acts 2:41 above, which is
always for the purpose of giving public testimony to the fact that
one has the inner experience of having been baptized of The Holy
Spirit!

Now as to what occurs in that baptism of The
Holy Spirit is that God unites each believer into one spiritual
body on earth, with each believer united to one another and also to
God’s Son in Heaven, Who is The Head of that spiritual body, which
God refers to as “the church” of God on earth. Let us note for
instance what God tells us regarding this at 1 Corinthians
12:12,13,27 to begin with, “[12] For even as the (physical) body is
one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body,
though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. [13] For by
one (Holy) Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews
or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of
one (Holy) Spirit… [27] Now you are Christ's (spiritual) body (on
earth), and individually members of it,” and then also at Ephesians
1:20-23, “[20] which He (God The Father) brought about in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places, [21] far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the one to come. [22] And He put all things in
subjection under His feet, and GAVE HIM AS HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO
THE CHURCH, [23] WHICH IS HIS BODY, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all.”

So what we have then, at the start of the
present third age, is God establishing LOCAL CHURCHES on earth,
starting with that one above that we saw God establish at the city
of Jerusalem at Acts 2:41, which consisted of ALL THE BELIEVERS OF
THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. However, not long after this, God allowed a
persecution to take place against the believers there at Jerusalem
by those Jews who were not believers, which resulted in the
believers being scattered from there, as we now read Acts 8:1-4,
“[1] SAUL was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on
that day a great persecution began against the (local) church in
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. [2] Some devout men buried
Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. [3] But SAUL BEGAN
RAVAGING THE CHURCH, entering house after house, and dragging off
men and women, he would put them in prison. [4] Therefore, THOSE
WHO HAD BEEN SCATTERED WENT ABOUT PREACHING THE WORD.”

Before we resume our look at the spread of
local churches throughout the known world, including Galatia, this
would be a good place to now look at our next topic, which is the
salvation of the apostle Paul, whom we see above as “Saul” and
still an unbeliever, doing great damage to God’s work, until God
intervened by saving him, as we see next.

2) The salvation of the apostle Paul and his early
ministry, concurrent with the establishment of local churches in
the known world

Where we see God save Saul is at Acts 9,
noting here verses 1 to 6 for our present purpose, “[1] Now Saul,
still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest, [2] and asked for letters from him
to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to
the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. [3] As he was traveling, it happened that he was
approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him; [4] and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying
to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" [5] And he said,
"Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting, [6] but get up and enter the city, and it will be told
you what you must do."

And before going too far here, let us note
very carefully verses 4 and 5, where God’s Son in Heaven tells Saul
that in persecuting the believers on earth, Saul was in fact also
persecuting God’s Son in Heaven, which was due to those believers
being UNITED IN ONE BODY WITH GOD’S SON IN HEAVEN, WITH HIM AS THE
HEAD OF THAT BODY, SO AS TO GIVE DIRECTION!

So at that point Saul enters Damascus in
Syria and God sends a believer by the name of Ananias to him,
noting here the account of that encounter given us by God at Acts
22:12-16, where we read, “[12] A certain Ananias, a man who was
devout by the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by all the
Jews who lived there, [13] came to me, and standing near said to
me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight!' And at that very time I
looked up at him. [14] And he said, 'The God of our fathers has
appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to
hear an utterance from His mouth. [15] For you will be a witness
for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard. [16] Now why do
you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling
on His name.'” This was now where Saul became a believer, as The
Holy Spirit came into his spirit, as He called on God to save him,
noting Romans 10:13.

Let us pick up the account again when Saul
returns to Jerusalem from Damascus, now no longer as an unbeliever,
but as now a believer, noting what we read at Acts 9:26-30, “[26]
When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the
disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he
was a disciple. [27] But BARNABAS took hold of him and brought him
to the apostles (the Twelve) and described to them how he had seen
the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at
Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. [28] And he
was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out
boldly in the name of the Lord. [29] And he was talking and arguing
with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were attempting to put him to
death. [30] But when the brethren learned of it, they brought him
down to Caesarea and SENT HIM TO TARSUS.”

With Saul as a believer and now in Tarsus,
we see God continue to spread the gospel through the believers that
had been scattered from the local church at Jerusalem, which now
resulted in many coming to know God and other local churches being
established over the known world, as we now read at Acts 11:19-26,
“[25] So then those who were scattered because of the persecution
that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one
except to Jews alone. [20] But there were some of them, men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch (om Syria) and began
speaking to the Greeks (Gentiles) also, preaching the Lord Jesus.
[21] And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who
believed turned to the Lord. [22] The news about them reached the
ears of the (local) church at Jerusalem, and they sent BARNABAS off
to Antioch (in Syria). [23] Then when he arrived and witnessed the
grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with
resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; [24] for he was a good
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable
numbers were brought to the Lord. [25] AND HE LEFT FOR TARSUS TO
LOOK FOR SAUL [26] AND WHEN HE HAD FOUND HIM, HE BROUGHT HIM TO
ANTIOCH. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught
considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called
Christians in Antioch.” So as we end this second section, we see
that Saul, as now a believer, is being used of God, along with
Barnabas, to see the local church at Antioch in Syria grow
spiritually.

3) Specific information on the establishment of the
local churches in the Roman province of Galatia, through the
apostle Paul, during his first gospel ministry journey, which will
be useful for our subsequent look at God’s letter to the
Galatians

As we continue now with our third section of
background information, we see Saul saved and working in a
leadership role in the local church at Antioch in Syria. Let us now
take note of when God calls both Saul and Barnabas specifically
into the gospel ministry and sends them out as apostles, noting now
what we read at Acts 13:1-4, “[1] Now there were at Antioch, in the
church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon
who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] While they were
ministering to the Lord and fasting, THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID (speaking
this to each one in their human spirit), "SET APART FOR ME BARNABAS
AND SAUL FOR THE WORK TO WHICH I HAVE CALLED THEM." [3] Then, when
they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent
them away. [4] SO, BEING SENT OUT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, they went
down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus.”

What we now see take place was the first
journey by Saul, as one going forth from the local church at
Antioch in Syria for the purpose of preaching the gospel, in order
for God to use that to save people and establish new local churches
throughout the then known world. It was also on this first journey
that we see a change in the first name for Saul, being from Acts
13:9 and always thereafter referred to as “Paul.”

After Paul and Barnabas had left Antioch to
go to the island of Crete and had ministered the world of God, they
then left there and went to the coast of Asia Minor (present day
Turkey) and made their way to PISIDIAN ANTIOCH, where they preached
the gospel. This was the first city of Galatia that they visited,
as we see from Acts 13:14-43, while still on this first gospel
ministry journey. And let us note what God records here at Acts
13:49, “And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole
region.”

However, with this good news also came some
news that was not so good, which was the fact that the unbelieving
Jews of Pisidian Antioch mounted a violent opposition to the spread
of the gospel and to those who were spreading it. This is very
important for us to note here, as it will have application to God’s
letter to the Galatians and will be part of the reason for sending
that letter through the apostle Paul later. But for now, let us
note what we read at Acts 13:44,45,50,51, “[44] The next Sabbath
nearly the whole city (that is, of Pisidian Antioch) assembled to
hear the word of the Lord. [45] But when the Jews saw the crowds,
they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things
spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming… [50] But the Jews incited the
devout women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and
instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them
out of their district. [51] But they shook off the dust of their
feet in protest against them and went to ICONIUM.”

In having been driven out of Pisidian
Antioch, we then see Paul and Barnabas move westward and make their
way to the city of Iconium, which was still within the Roman
province of Galatia. We then read at Acts 14:1-7, “[1] In ICONIUM
they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such
a manner that A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE BELIEVED, both of Jews and
of Greeks. [2] But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of
the Gentiles and embittered them against the brethren. [3]
Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with
reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His
grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands. [4]
But the people of the city were divided; and some sided with the
Jews, and some with the apostles. [5] And when an attempt was made
by both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to mistreat
and to stone them, [6] they became aware of it and fled to THE
CITIES OF LYCAONIA, LYSTRA AND DERBE, and the surrounding region;
[7] and there they continued to preach the gospel.”

What is important to note here for our
present purpose is that all the cities we have mentioned so far,
namely Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lycaonia, Lystra, and Derbe, were
all cities within the Roman province of Galatia, where the apostles
Paul and Barnabas preached the gospel, so that people were saved
and local churches sprang up in each of these cities. So when we
read at the end of Galatians 1:2 that this letter is being sent “to
the churches of Galatia,” now we know which local churches God is
making reference to!

But before we continue with Galatians 1:3,
we need to notice that before Paul and Barnabas ended this first
gospel preaching journey that they again experience violent
opposition from the unbelieving Jews of Galatia, as we see from
this last quote here at Acts 14:19-27, “[19] BUT THE JEWS CAME FROM
(Pisidian) ANTIOCH AND ICONIUM, and having won over the crowds (at
Lystra), THEY STONED PAUL AND DRAGGED HIM OUT OF THE CITY,
SUPPOSING HIM TO BE DEAD. [20] But while the disciples stood around
him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with
Barnabas to DERBE. [21] After they had preached the gospel to that
city and had made many disciples, they returned to LYSTRA and to
ICONIUM and to (Pisidian) ANTIOCH, [22] strengthening the souls of
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and
saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of
God." [23] WHEN THEY HAD APPOINTED ELDERS FOR THEM IN EVERY CHURCH,
having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom
they had believed. [24] They passed through Pisidia and came into
Pamphylia. [25] When they had spoken the word in Perga, they went
down to Attalia. [26] From there they sailed to ANTIOCH (in Syria),
from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work
that they had accomplished. [27] When they had arrived and gathered
the church together, they began to report all things that God had
done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the
Gentiles. [28] And they spent a long time with the disciples.”

Later, when the apostle Paul was led of God
to write down a second letter to Timothy, he told him about the
persecutions he had endured at Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, and
Lystra during his first gospel ministry journey there, noting now
what we read at 2 Timothy 3:11, adding verse 10 for context, “[10]
Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience,
love, perseverance, [11] persecutions, and sufferings, such as
happened to me at (Pisidian) ANTIOCH, AT ICONIUM AND AT LYSTRA;
what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued
me!”

Now that we have this very important
background information, we have some knowledge of how those local
churches in the Roman province of Galatia came about, namely, that
the apostles Paul and Barnabas were the human vessels that God used
to establish those local churches, and that there was much
opposition from the unbelieving Jews of the area, who even tried to
kill Paul by stoning him and having left him for dead.

And what is important to remember here is
that after being at Antioch in Syria for a while, and no doubt
being concerned about the believers of those local churches in
Galatia, it was then – before God sent Paul out again for a second
and a third gospel ministry journey, as we see at Acts 15:36 onward
– that God most likely led the apostle Paul to send God’s letter to
the Galatians, which would have been from Antioch in Syria, which
we now eternally have as part of God’s word! In knowing the violent
opposition to God from these unbelieving Jews, God wanted to
strengthen and establish them further in the faith through this
letter!

4) Specific information on the apostle Paul’s visit
to the local churches in Galatia during his second and third gospel
ministry journeys, as further background information to have

Before we return to God’s letter to the
Galatians, we should also note what God tells us in Acts about the
apostle Paul’s brief subsequent visits to the local churches of
Galatia, which took place during a second and then a third gospel
ministry journey. First, then let us note what God tells us about
the apostle Paul’s second gospel ministry journey to Galatia at
Acts 15:36 to Acts 16:6 in part, “[15:36) After some days Paul said
to Barnabas, "Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in
which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are."
[37] Barnabas wanted to take John, called Mark, along with them
also. [38] But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him
along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them
to the work. [39] And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that
they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him
and sailed away to Cyprus. [40] But PAUL CHOSE SILAS AND LEFT (that
is, left the local church at Antioch in Syria), being committed by
the brethren to the grace of the Lord. [41] And he was traveling
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. [16:1] Paul
came also to DERBE AND LYSTRA. And a disciple was there, named
TIMOTHY, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his
father was a Greek, [2] and he was well spoken of by the brethren
who were in LYSTRA AND ICONIUM. [3] Paul wanted this man to go with
him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who
were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.
[4] Now while they were passing through the cities, they were
delivering the decrees which had been decided upon by the apostles
and elders who were in Jerusalem (noting Acts 15:1-35), for them to
observe. [5] SO THE CHURCHES WERE BEING STRENGHTENED IN THE FAITH,
AND WERE INREASING IN NUMBER DAILY. [6] They passed through the
Phrygian and GALATIAN region…”

As we see here, the additional information
that we have from Paul’s second gospel ministry journey to Galatia
is that this time he was accompanied by Silas, that he only appears
to have visited Derbe and Lystra – and not Pisidian Antioch and
Iconium, where he appears to have received the worst of his
persecutions – with our also finding out that Timothy now also
joins the apostle Paul and Silas, appearing to be a native of the
Galatian city of Lystra. Then as we further see at verse 16:5
above, the local churches being visited on this second journey were
growing spiritually and numerically. No doubt God’s letter to the
Galatians would have been a great help in bringing this about. That
second journey was then ended when we read at Acts 18:22, “When he
had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and went
down to Antioch” (in Syria).

The third journey by the apostle Paul to the
local churches in Galatia is covered by only one verse in Acts,
which is at Acts 18:23, where we are told the following, “And
having spent some time there (that is, in the local church at
Antioch in Syria, which was the apostle Paul’s home church), he
left and passed successively through THE GALATIAN REGION and
Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.” And in now having all
the foregoing as valuable background information, we can now resume
to our study of God’s letter to the Galatians.

Galatians 1:3-5, what God has done and is
doing for their continuance in the faith

As we now continue in God’s letter to the
Galatians, we see from Galatians 1:3-5 that God points out what He
has already done for them and is continuing to do, noting what we
there read, “[3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ, [4] who gave Himself for our sins so that He
might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will
of our God and Father, [5] to whom be the glory forevermore.
Amen.”

We see from verse 1:3 that God reminds them
that His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, has already given Himself at
the cross, to bear there the sins of the whole human race, thereby
providing all those who have subsequently become believers through
faith in Him an escape from the present evil age, in terms of never
now being under God’s judgment leading to death, as all unbelievers
presently would be! But not only that, but as we have seen from the
end of verse 1:1 already, God The Father has already raised His Son
from the dead, which means that He is alive forevermore for God The
Father to grant every believer on earth the grace (the unmerited
favor of God) and the peace (of God and with God) through His Son
by The Holy Spirit that every believer needs while walking with God
to be enabled to carry out God’s will while on earth. This was all
done and was continuing to be done in accordance with the will of
God The Father, to Whom belongs the glory, both now and
forevermore. Amen, amen, and amen!

Galatians 1:6-10, God dealing with an
apparent departure from the truth of the gospel of God among the
local churches of Galatia

God being God, He knows what has transpired
on earth among the local churches of Galatia since the apostles’
Paul and Barnabas left there to return to their home church at
Antioch in Syria. And it would appear that God has had some
believers come to the apostle Paul at Antioch and report what was
happening to the believers making up the local churches of Galatia.
And in the apostle Paul having prayed to God on their behalf, for
God to intervene, God now does so by sending this letter to the
Galatians in response to that prayer, doing so through His human
vessel, the apostle Paul.

Now at Galatians 1:6-10, God specifically
rebukes the believers of the local churches of Galatia by saying to
them what we now read, “[6] I am amazed that you are so quickly
deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a
different gospel; [7] which is really not another; only there are
some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of
Christ. [8] But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach
to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to
be accursed! [9] As we have said before, so I say again now, if any
man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he
is to be accursed! [10] For am I now seeking the favor of men, or
of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to
please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”

When God speaks at verse 1:6 of some of the
believers of Galatia “deserting Him (that is, God The Father) who
called you by the grace of Christ,” God does not mean that these
were no longer believers, but rather that they had been led astray
from the teaching that they would have gotten earlier from the
apostles’ Paul and Barnabas, and which they were now receiving from
their leaders, that is, the elders that God had raised for them
(noting Acts 20:28), and which the apostles’ Paul and Barnabas had
recognized and appointed for them (noting Acts 14:23). For we
always need to remember that once a child of God, always a child of
God, if one has truly experienced a spiritual birth by The Holy
Spirit into the family of God! For just as one born physically
cannot ever undo or lose one’s physical birth into this world, the
same is true in regards to one’s spiritual birth as now a child of
God.

It is clear from what God goes on to say
from verse 1:6 to the end of verse 1:9, when speaking of “deserting
Him… for a different gospel,” that God has the central message of
the gospel in view, which centers on the death, burial, and
resurrection from the dead the third day of His precious Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, which is the only gospel that God has ever given
for the salvation of human beings, noting for instance what we read
at 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 to begin with, “[1] Now I make known to
you, brethren, THE GOSPEL which I preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, [2] BY WHICH YOU ARE SAVED, if
you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed
in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first importance what I
also received, that CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS according to the
Scriptures, [4] and that HE WAS BURIED, and that HE WAS RAISED ON
THE THIRD DAY according to the Scriptures,” and then also further
noting Acts 4:12, “And THERE IS SALVATION IN NO ONE ELSE; for there
is no other name under heaven that has been given among men BY
WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED."

So what was happening to the believers
making up the local churches of Galatia was that some unbelievers
among them, as we see at verse 1:7, were wanting to “distort the
gospel of Christ” (that is, as relating to Christ, God’s Son),
thereby making themselves human agents
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