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Introduction


This revision guide covers all three periods of the ISEB Common Entrance 13+ History specification:


	•  Medieval Realms: Britain 1066–1485

	•  The Making of the United Kingdom: 1485–1750

	•  Britain and Empire: 1750–1914



The material is arranged in chronological format. This, we believe, is the clearest, simplest and most useful way of learning the subject, and we hope it works for you.

This book will give you all the facts you need to know, and you should learn them thoroughly, but your success in the exam will depend on what you do with these facts. Do read the section ‘The specification and your exams’ (see the next page), which will give you advice on how to write strong answers in the exam and how to revise most effectively. You will also find many opportunities throughout this book to test both your knowledge of the facts and your skill at writing answers.

History is a fascinating subject but has gained a reputation for being one of the harder ones to tackle. It can certainly be challenging, but need not be impossible. A good grasp of the skills that make a good historian will show your future teachers – and perhaps, future employers – that you have the necessary discipline to succeed in plenty of areas. So, make the most of this opportunity to show them. Good luck!


How to use this book

Read a page of this book, then cover it up and write down as many of the ideas as you can remember. Then look at the page again.

Throughout the book, you will find the following:
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Revision tip

Revision tips will give you suggestions about different tools you can use to help you remember the key facts, events, dates and so on. Everybody learns differently and these boxes will give you some ideas on different approaches you can use. Although they are only suggestions, they will hopefully help you to discover ways that work for you. All these tips are adapted from Study Skills by Elizabeth Holtom, published by Galore Park, and you can get details of all the different suggestions, as well as finding out what sort of learner you are, from that book.
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Essay questions

Try the sample essay questions. These are written in exactly the same way as the questions in the exam. Suggested answers are given at the back of the book.
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Located towards the end of each chapter, ‘Make sure you know’ sections contain a summary of the things you really need to know.
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Test yourself

Once you have finished reading a chapter, try the test yourself questions. This will show whether you have remembered the historical facts. Check your answers against those at the back of the book. Keep doing this over time to check that you have retained the information.
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Use the family trees (see pages 130–6) to see how the important historical figures are related to each other. This will help you to understand the tricky issues surrounding royal succession.

Practice makes perfect, so get a copy of Common Entrance 13+ History Exam Practice Questions and Answers, also published by Galore Park. It contains lots of unseen evidence and essay questions, giving you plenty of opportunities to develop your answer-writing skills.



The specification and your exams


The new specification

The examination based on the new specification comes into force in November 2022. The specification can be found on the ISEB website: www.iseb.co.uk. The specification covers English and British history from 1066 to 1914 and is divided into three named time periods:


	•  Medieval Realms: 1066–1485

	•  The Making of the United Kingdom: 1485–1750

	•  Britain and Empire: 1750–1914



In each of the three time periods, there are three Common Areas:


	•  war and rebellion

	•  leadership

	•  life and change





The new exam format

The time provided for the examination paper is 60 minutes. In that time, you must attempt:


	•  the unseen evidence question

	•  ONE essay question.



It is suggested that you spend 5 minutes reading and planning, 20 minutes answering the unseen evidence question and 35 minutes answering the essay question.



The unseen evidence question (20 minutes/20 marks)

The unseen evidence question consists of two historical sources. The sources are unseen, meaning that no background knowledge of the content is needed in order to attempt the question. The sources may be contemporary, more modern or a combination of both. They may be from a period in history you have studied or from the ancient or modern eras. The examples used in this book are, however, based on material from the periods 1066 to 1914. While no background knowledge is required, this will allow the questions to fit in with many of the topics you will be studying, while still providing practice in the skills needed to work with historical sources.

The unseen evidence question is divided into three parts:


	1  The first will ask a question about the first source and is worth 2 marks.

	2  The second will ask about how the second source compares to the first and is worth 4 marks.

	3  The third part will ask about the usefulness of the sources and is worth 14 marks.



In this question, you will be expected to demonstrate the following skills:


	•  comprehension in your answer to the first part

	•  source comparison, including understanding provenance, in the second part

	•  evaluation of the utility of the sources in the third part



Comprehension means understanding the content of the sources. Without understanding, you cannot offer any meaningful responses. Regular practice with appropriate sources will develop skills and techniques in this area.

Comparison means identifying a clear theme or idea in both sources to compare. You should get into the habit of cross-referencing sources focusing on one particular idea. You must consider the differences as well as the similarities. Above all, be absolutely clear about what you are trying to compare as otherwise your answer will be muddled.

Utility means usefulness. In evidence questions, utility means how useful a particular source is for a particular purpose. As all sources are useful in some way, you must determine if the source is useful in terms of the question that is set in the examination. To assess this, you need to consider the content and provenance (who produced the source, when and why). If a source has a trustworthy provenance or origin – that is, the person who wrote it has some knowledge or experience of the topic they are writing or talking about – then the chances are the source will be reliable. But be careful – reliability and usefulness are not the same thing! Even if it is reliable, a source may not necessarily be useful for a specific question. A source that is not very reliable may still have some use, but a reliable and relevant source will be the most useful.


Allocating your time

On a practical note, these three parts of the unseen evidence question demand you take real care in how much time you take to answer each. A good rule of thumb is that you spend no more than one minute for each mark the question is worth.

Another way of looking at this is that a mark is worth roughly one line of writing. This means that:


	•  your answer to the first question should be a sentence or two

	•  your answer to the second question should be a short paragraph

	•  your answer to the third question should be half a page, or two paragraphs.






The essay question (35 minutes/30 marks)

In the exam there will be nine essay questions: three in each time period, including one for each Common Area. You will need to answer all three parts of ONE essay question. The topic for each question is set for each academic year and can be found on the ISEB website. The three parts of each question are as follows:


	a) The first part of the question, part a), is worth 8 marks and will ask you to pick out two significant events, causes or consequences. This will mean that you do not need to write the whole story or narrative of an event, but you will need to show an overall understanding of it in order to produce a well-constructed paragraph about two significant events, causes or consequences.

	b) The second part of the question, part b), is worth 8 marks and will ask you to use your judgement to choose what you think is a most important cause, event or consequence. To answer this well, you will also need to use your knowledge to explain your judgement and create a well-reasoned paragraph.

	c) The third part of the question, part c), is worth 14 marks and will ask you to comment on a statement on your selected topic. It will not be enough merely to agree or disagree with the statement, you must clearly show how you came to your conclusion. A very useful approach when answering this part of the question is to create an argument for and against the statement before coming to a clear conclusion. Your answer should be at least two short paragraphs.




Allocating your time

Again, you must be careful with the timings of your answers. Aim to spend 8 minutes each on the first two parts of the question, leaving 19 minutes to answer the third part and check through your answers. When you write, try to introduce, produce (answer the question) and conclude in each part. Remember that you are not being asked to write down everything you know about a topic, but to show how you can use your knowledge to answer a particular question.





Tips on revising


Get the best out of your brain


	•  Give your brain plenty of oxygen by exercising. You can revise effectively if you feel fit and well.

	•  Eat healthy food while you are revising. Your brain works better when you give it good fuel.

	•  Think positively. Give your brain positive messages so that it will want to study.

	•  Keep calm. If your brain is stressed it will not operate effectively.

	•  Take regular breaks during your study time.

	•  Get enough sleep. Your brain will carry on sorting out what you have revised while you sleep.





Get the most from your revision


	•  Don’t work for hours without a break. Revise for 20–30 minutes, then take a five-minute break.

	•  Do good things in your breaks: listen to your favourite music, eat healthy food, drink some water, do some exercise and juggle. Don’t read a book, watch TV or play on the computer; it will conflict with what your brain is trying to learn.

	•  When you go back to your revision, review what you have just learnt.

	•  Regularly review the facts you have learnt.





Get motivated


	•  Set yourself some goals and promise yourself a treat when the exams are over.

	•  Make the most of all the expertise and talent available to you at school and at home. If you don’t understand something, ask your teacher to explain.

	•  Find a quiet place to revise and make sure you have all the equipment you need.

	•  Organise your time so that you revise all subjects equally.
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