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I'LL BED AND T'LL
YOUR HORSES - TAKE YE TO
DOWN IN THE -+ YOUR WARM

STABLE. BEDS.

A-AYE

..BUT
TH-TH AT'S YE PICKEU
RIGHT... RED.

WHAT
CAN I SAY,
GERALT? 'TIS
NO SECRET
THAT I AM
RULED BY
THE EYE...

PLENTY OF | THEY REBUILT | THEY'VE HELPED
FOLKG LIKES THIS INN AND OTHERS, TOO!
'EM. EVEN PT ME

PEOPLE WHO

THE OLD Aé ITG LOST THEIR

TOWNIES. KEEPER. JOBS WHEN
THE MINE

CLOSED.

HEY 1
REMEMBER
You!
YOU WERE
AT THE SQUARE!

YOU WERE ALSO
TRYING TO CATCH
GERALT'S

EYE!

vy SN yOURE A
YU WANT FANZ THAT'S
MY HELP? T a7 RARE, IN THIS

KNEW THE TOWN.
HOGGE SISTERS
HAD ENOUGH OF
THAT v;szswox_a

I NEED NOTHIN
MORE IN THIS
WORLD. $0O,
AYE, M A
FAN/

AND
HERE'S
YER ROOM!
1 BID YE
GENTLEMEN
A PEACEFUL
NIGHT.
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FORGIVE ME,

SIRS, FOR THE
LONG

WAIT.
YOUR ROOM
IS READY.
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TOUCHE, { WE CERTAINLY HAVE | RUMORS OF THE WEREWOLF | | ] FOR Now,
WITCHER. ' A PROBLEM, A BIG \ HAVE STARTED SCARING
| ONE AT THAT. OFF THE TOURISTS. a0 |
T ™ =\ 41 ( MONEY. BUT

\)
FEWER — =0 | WHAT WiLL
TOURISTS, < ¢
FEWER
CROWNS.

“HE STARTED TORMENTING
GRIMMWALD A FEW MONTHS
AGO. FOAMING AT THE MOUTH,

INSANITY IN HIS EYES.

"HE WAS HUFFING AND PUFFING,
BLOWING ANYTHING IN HIS PATH.
LOTS OF WHAT WE BUILT FOR
THIS SPECIAL LITTLE TOWN.”

BUT IT'S A
MATTER OF
TIME. ONLY A FEW
DAYS AGO HE
ATTACKED OUR
PIOTER.

THE
LAST THING
WE WANT IS

KILLED
ANYBODY?

OF DEATH?
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FORGIVE ME,
GERALT.

WHEN A
QUESTION OF
MONEY ARISES,
1 DON'T THINK,
LACT.

WE BROUGHT

IT BACK FROM

THE BRINK.

BUT SOME FOLKS DON'T LIKE
CHANGE. AND WHEN PEOPLE
HAVE PROBLEMS TO FACE, THEY
MAKE UP STORIES THAT
HELP THEM COPE WITH

YOU'RE NOT
THE FIRST,
WITCHER.

THAT'S CURIOUS.
BECAUSE 1 HEARD
YOU LADIES HIRED
THE WEREWOLF
YOURSELVES.

LIKE OUR

FAITHFUL

PIOTER
HERE.

MANY
OF THE OLD
TOWNIES HAVE
STEADY WORK,
THANKS TO

THAT'S WHY HALF OF GRIMMWALD'S
MUTTERING ABOUT THREE CRAZY
SISTERS WHO'RE TAKING OVER
THE TOWN, USING A WEREWOLF
TO DO THEIR DIRTY WORK.

HANG

ON, THIS
SOUNDS LIKE
THE START OF
ONE OF THOSE

'STORIES,”

DOESN'T

IT?
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THANKS
FOR THE
INVITE.
WANTED TO
TALK ABOUT
THE WERE-
WOLF.

AS MUCH. NO
NEED TO BEAT
ROUND THE
USH.

\

‘/. . B ‘ Jq
//‘ |
th
7 AND
ANOTHER 300
/i FOR A BALLAD

CHRONICLING
THE TALE! o
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Y%
THIS... o

Dunno why the fuck \
and don’t wanna Kknow.
BUT THE SISTERS
WANTS TO TALK.

GOT ONE 600D,

\ DIDN'T 17 POPPED
\ ONE RIGHT

R\| THROUGH 'S £ve

\| FROM A FURLONG

A
‘BOUT i

TWO WEEKS ‘ ) N 5EWARE/

ME PIPE DON'T \
BE GETTIN' SOFT

WHEN I SEES A
WEREFUCKER,
oh No/

PAST, TWO
SHIFTY DOPPLERS
WAS COZYIN' UP
TO GOOD PEOPLE,
SHAPE-SHIFTIN'
FUCKERS
TRICKSIN' FOLKS
OUTTA THEIR

COIN!
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DANDELION, DIDN'T

WE HEAR THA
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I'VE NAUGHT BUT WOODEN CUTLERY. I'LL
BRING IT TO YE, BUT I PROMISE YE THESE
PANCAKES ARE BEST EATEN BY HAND.

NOTHING
SILVER AT HAND?
SEEMS DANGEROUS,
WITH A WEREWOLF
PROWLING AROUND
THESE PARTS.

Evena \ I KNOW WHAT WE AIN'T TALKIN' THE WEREWOLF CAN'T sAY Y
spoon'd be __ T'M SAYING... 'BOUT PANCAKES AIN'T THE THE SAME FOR
useful. / I'VE FOUGHT A HERE, ARE PROBLEM. HE THE HOGGE
FAIR FEW OF WE? NEVER HURT
THE BEASTS IN NOBODY.
MY TIME. .

1
LIKE TO MIX
BUSINESS WITH
PLEASURE.

...THEY'VE
RUINED MORE'N
THEIR SHARE OF

LIVES ROUND
HERE.

CONETANT FEAR, DOESAT LIKE
TOLD YE/ SHE SURE MAKES THE SISTERS, THAT'S
SHE'S GOT A ONE HELL OF CLEAR ENOUGH. BUT i
) [Tl
. Guts F 02 WHOLE SILVER SITUATION'S
A COINCIDENCE, AND ND'S \
SHE HAS NOTHING ,/ BALLAD DIDN'T
TO FEAR? SAY YOU WERE
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DO SOMETHING / = SOME SAY
UNWISE, GET DN THEY'RE THE
YOURSELF I CouLD BEST POTATO
HURT. (B GIVE ARATS & = PANCAKES IN ALL
§ : ARSE/ WOULD X TEMERIA. /
g YOU TALK TO HER?
A MAYBE YOU CAN
REAHSGUIZE

I'VE HEARD
THEY'RE THE BEST
IN THE NORTHERN

KINGDOMS.

AT

-

NEVER BEEN OUTSIDE TEMERIA IT DOESN'T Look N 1D K|LL FOR A
MESELF, BUT I HOPES THEY'LL LIKE IT, BUT I DON'T SILVER FORK
LIVE UP TO YE GENTLEMEN'S LIKE TO EAT WITH AND KNIFE.

EXPECTATIONS. MY HANDS.
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YWE'VE GOT MOUNTAINS, ——
LOVELY VISTAS AND HOT i “THE SISTERS
SPRINGS. THEY SAW TOURIST STARTED FIXING
POTENTIAL IN ALL OF IT. IT AAAALL UP,
YPEOPLE WERE LEAVING
BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T
BELIEVE GRIMMWALD COULD
SURVIVE WITHOUT THE MINE.
SOLD THEIR HOMES TO THE
SISTERS FOR A SONG.

SEEMS BUT SHE OWNS A
TO ME THEY FOR THE TOWN/ES-- TAVERN THAT'S FAMOUS
NOT NECESSARILY. THROUGHOUT THE
NORTHERN KINGDOMS.
PRICES WENT NEVER A TAVERN THE HOGGES
THROUGH THE ROOF. LIVING LEAVE. AND - WANT FOR THEMSELVES.
IN GRIMMWALD WAS SUDDENLY THERE ARE T GRAN'S BEEN TELLING
A LUXURY NOT EVERYONE OTHERS LIKE [ THEM NO FOR MONTHS
COULD AFFORD. HER IN AND NOW I THINK THE
TOWN. SISTERS WILL...
EVEN MORE | N STOP ASKING.
TOWNSFOLK STARTED 0 l’
FLEEING. AND THE GLEEFUL B
HOGGES SWOOPED IN, |
BUYING UP THEIR HOME
FOR PENNIES.

SERVICE DISAPPEARED

WHEN I ASK, SHE
‘SOME TIME INTO THIN AIR. AND SHE'S CLAMS UP., PROUD
AGO, A WERE- BEEN WAKING UP AT LADY, MY GRAN.
WOLF STARTED NIGHT IN A COLD SWEAT, DOESN'T WANT TO
TERRORIZING CURSING THE SISTERS SCARE ME. ;

THE TOWN. AND T};ECI)E_ EGIZEIZVANT
| 4

“THE RICH AREN'T
AFRAID, THEY CAN
AFFORD PROTECTION.
BUT THE LESS
WELL OFF STARTED .
LEAVING. DOING
WHAT? SELLING = 4
THEIR PROPERTY . | |
FOR PENNIES... 5 /

*...THE WEREWOLF'S
SUPPOSED TO SCARE
® /| OFF THE REST OF THE ,
OLD TOWNSPEOPLE: = "CAUSE
PEOPLE LIKE MY GRAN. Z SHE'S PLENTY
— SCARED HERSELF.
. @ e
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"HE TOOK HIS
LITTLE BROTHER
AND LEFT TOWN
TO MAKE SOME

“THEY HITCHED
THEIR FORTUNES
TO A BAND OF
THUGS,
MURDPERERS,

AND THIEVES.

LN

“THAT
GRAND PLAN: MAKE
MONEY BY CAUSING

OTHERS PA/N AND
SUFFERING.

> NN‘\\\{?

\,

WAS KURT'S

35

“WELL, ONE DAY HE
HURT THE WRONG
PERSON. A PRIESTESS
WHO CURSED HIM.

‘oh, HE EARNED
HIS ‘PAYMENT,’
ALL RIGHT...”

...HE WANTS
TO WIN BACK THE
TOWN HIS FATHER
LOST. AND THAT'S
THE WHOLE STORY...
WHAT IT'S STILL WAITING
HAPPENED TO FOR |TS HAPPY
THE YOUNGER ENDING.
BROTHER?

y YOu
KNOW HIM,
WITCHER.
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“HIS LIFE,
TOO...

>

R it
ael®

s o
/'/'/«/.4,,'//;‘/ /
“...HE LEFT TWO A =

SONS BEHIND,
AND A MOUNTAIN
OF DEBT.

'BUT BEFORE HE DIED, HE
STARTED SELLING OFF HIS
ASSETS, TRYING TO KEEP
UP THE LAVISH LIFESTYLE
HE'D COME TO EXPECT.

“HIS OLDER SON WAS
FULL OF ANGER. HE
SPREAD L/IES ABOUT US,
THAT WE'D BOUGHT THE
TOWN FOR PENNIES,
JUST TO DESTROY IT.

'SOME OF THE
TOWNSFOLK
BELIEVED HM.

“BELIEVE WHAT YOU
WILL, WITCHER, BUT
WE AREN'T EVIL.

“WE MADE THE BROTHERS
AN OFFER. THEY COULD BUY
EVERYTHING BACK FOR
EXACTLY THE SAME PRICE
WE'D PAID TO GRIMM SENIOR.

“THE OLDER ONE, KURT,
AGREED. HE PROMISED e
WE'D BE DONE WITH
GRIMMWALD AND ON OUR
WAY SOON ENOUGH.
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WL, DY

THE
GRIMM
FAMILY BUILT
THIS TOWN
AND OWNED
MUCH OF ITS
\ PROPERTIES.

THE MINE,
THE INN, THE
STABLES, AND

MANY OTHERS--
INCLUDING THE
BEAUTIFUL
HOUSE WE ARE
IN AT THIS
MOMENT.

"KARL GRIMM
WAS A MINER, A
HAIZD;‘WﬁRKING

“HE STARTED THE
COPPER MINE HIMSELF.
THERE'S NO DENYING
THAT IT WAS A
BRILLIANT IDEA.

“AN IDEA THAT
BROUGHT HIM
BOATLOADS OF
MONEY. MONEY HE
USED TO BUILD
GRIMMWALPD.

“BUT NOT
EVERYONE

‘SO WHEN THE
ORE DRIED UP
IN THE MINE,
KARL GRIMM
REALIZED HE'D
LOST NEARLY
EVERYTHING.
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MY GOOD FELLOW!

I KNOW IT SEEMS
GERALT MUST BE HARD
OF HEARING, AS HE
HARDLY APPRECIATES
MY BALLADS, BUT
YOU NEEDN'T
SHOUT $0
LoupLy’

THE DOPPLER WAS A TH/EF, HE DIDN'T
KILL ANYONE. AND NE/THER DID
THE WEREWOLF. =

NOT SET HIM FREE/

WHY DIDN'T
YOU USE YOUR
CROSSBOW ON
HIM, THENZ OR

CAN'T YOU DEFEAT A
MORE FORMIDABLE
FOE THAN AN
INNOCENT
DOPPLER?

I'LL SHOW
YE WHO I CAN
FACE, YE MISERABLE
WHORESON/ AN’ THAT
DOPPLER WEREN'T NO
BABE IN THE WOODS!

.

PRAY TELL, WITCHER, I oh, MY SISTERS,

WHY DO YOU BELIEVE | 1 BEG YOU--
THIS WEREWOLF, / LET US END THIS
AND NOT US7 _ CHARADE!
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¥ couLoa
SLEW THAT
SHITERAG,

NO/

BUT

CAN'T DENY THAT I'M

CURIOUS, '‘CAUSE MY DELICIOUS
DREAM PREVENTED ME FROM
TAKING PART IN THIS WHOLE

HULLABALOO--

ALSO SAME THING AS ALWAYS/
SHITESTAIN'S BLOWIN' THE
WHOLE FECKIN' HOUSE
TO BITS, BUT HE STOPS,
DON'T HE, WHEN HE
SEES THE

WITCHER.

I DON'T RECALL "HOLLERIN'"\
I'VE BEEN WORKING ON MY
MANNERS. BUT SURE,
I LET HIM WALK.

TELL US. WHAT
HAPPENED?

THEY STARTS A-HOLLERIN'
AT EACH OTHER, WEREWOLF
EVEN ATTACKS OL’ SILVER
HERE. THEN THE WITCHER
DROPS HIS FECKIN'
SWORD AND THE MUTT
FECKS OFF.

BECAUSE
YOU FORGOT
TO MENTION

THAT THIS

TOWN 1S

HIs.
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ugh, 1 WAS COUNTING
ON YOU BEING
A REASONABLE
Guy.

CAN'T
WE JUST
TALK THIS

T?

YOU'RE
WITCHE&'
MONSTER
SLAYER!
THEY HIRED
You TO
KILL me!

)
A THEY CAN
STEAL MY
TOWN FROM
- ME!
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IT'S
A SHAME,
BECAUSE 1
NEVER HAVE
DREAMS LIKE
THAT.

I HAD A REALLY
BEAUTIFUL
DREAM...

=

\ S

...l WAS LYING IN A
MOUNTAIN MEADOW,
SUN SHINING ABOVE

ME, A BOTTLE OF

WINE IN MY HAND.

REAL NICE.
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The Witcher: Wild Animals #1 variant cover art by

MATT SMITH
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WAS ONCE A WERE HAPPY.
PROSPEROUS LIVED SIMPLE
LITTLE MOUNTAIN LIVES THAT

TOWN. REVOLVED

AROUND

THE MINE.

GRIMMWALD THE PEOPLE \

A Rs ¥ w2

S “BUT EACH YEAR, THERE was b

) | A LITTLE LESS COPPER... |/
_ UNTIL ONE DAY THERE WAS |

Il NONE. THE TOWN STARTED
TO CRUMBLE A BIT.

— —_ ,;_,J\

| "AND THEN, THE_ |

HOGGE SISTERS <
SHOWED UP" = 7Y /

Wi-> A

THE HOGGE I THEY

SISTERS, eh? ASKED ME

MIGHT THEY BE 2 TO WRITE
THE HOGGES A BALLAD ONCE.
THAT WERE FOR ONE OF THE
WORKING FOR BANK'S FOUNDING |\

THE VIVALDIS' ANNIVERSARIES.

BANK

INK IN
VIZIMA?Z

THE
VERY SAME
MONEY-
GRUBBING
BITCHES/
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Hmm...L THOUGHT
YOU'D LOOK... '
] DIFFERENT? il g
...different. i well, well. IT'S NOT
k I, IT'S THE HERE IN
BALLAD/ OUT GRIMMWALD,
| OF NOTHING BUT THEY CALL
MELODY AND LYRIC
SHE SCULPTED A
NEW YOU, A YOU
THAT THE LADY
HERE SAW IN HER
HEART OF WELL,
HEARTS. IT'S MY GRAN
ACTUALLY.

7~ DuNNo WHAT N\ SHE'S BEEN ACTING,.. EEEEZZ”  AND HER
DANDELION y STRANGE... EYES...
HERE TOLD You, |4 RECENTLY. SHE'S
CONT | M ANXIOUS AND THE STRANGE
UNCERTAIN. FEELING EVEN
HER EVES'VE
CHANGED.

ACTUALLY,

I THINK
SHE'S SCARED.
BECAUSE
SHE'S IN
DANGER.
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WITH HIS FAMILY PACKAGE, HE'LL
SLAY MONSTERS FOR YOUR WIFE,
5/5, OR MOTHER/

THANK YOU, THANK A
YOU VERY MUCH! —

.,/ WHAT A UNIQUE PLEASURE IT
. IS TO PLAY FOR PEOPLE
OF SUCH DISCERNING
MUSICAL TASTE.

NOW, IF THERE'S A &4
MONSTER BOTHERING 3
YOU GOOPD PEOPLE, {
a werewolf, perhaps...

I CAN PUT YOU IN
TOUCH WITH OUR
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SAYS
HERE YOU
OWE ME 50
CROWNS.

Ach, WELL, NOBODY'S COME FORWARD
ABOUT THE WRAITHS IN A LONG WHILE.
SO WE MOVED OUR CEMETERY.

YE COULD'VE JUST
LET 'EM BE...

ME MOTHER-IN-LAW USED WITCHERS TO

SCARE HER SON STRAIGHT AT BEDTIME.

HE’D SHIT HIS BRITCHES IF'N HE SAW
ONE. AND, WELL, I DID THE LAUNDRY

p_THS MORN, SO, YE UNDERSTAND... _

BUT TRY YER LUCK OVER IN GRIMMWALD.
HEARD THEY'VE A SPOT OF TROUBLE WITH
A WEREWOLF. AND FOLKS ROUND THOSE

PARTS'RE FLUSH WI’ COIN/

I CAN
READ. DIDN'T
YE KNOW
WOMEN CAN
READ?

EXPIRED.

20 CROWNS AND A
HOT MEAL/ THAT'S
OUR FINAL
OFFER!

TOLD YOU, NOBODY

DIDN'T 12/ CARES THAT
PEOPLE REACT YOU'RE OUT OF PEOPLE
TO YOU LIKE WORK, SOME SORT

NEED
THAT ‘CAUSE ALL _ OF FADED MEMORY, | ENTERTAINMENT,
EMOTION,

WITCHER STORIES OR ABOUT SOME
ARE EITHER WITCH'S LAMENTS
WARNINGS OR IN A DARK

TRAGEDIES. y JUST LET ME SING

YOU'LL BE RAKING IN
300 CROWNS PER
MONSTER!






OEBPS/images/szty_9781506727202_epub3_010_r1.jpg
SO, CAN I RETURN TO MY
INCREDIBLY PRESSING
TASK NOW?!

——

|/
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THE ONLY
HELP I CAN
OFFER YOU IS

GERALT, YOUVE \ 8o/,
OFFENDED | 9/2
ME!

A\ ()

"W,
N\ = F iz

4

ay

...6MASH IT OVER
ITS FUCKING
HEAD/
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‘CAUSE I'M
GONNA BLEED
OoUT IF YOU
DON'T HELP
ME/

O
\$

NO ONE
SLAYS MORE
MONSTERS THAN
THE HERO OF
WHITE HAIR/,

OM THE ALl
BEAeris CLAWS “A

» NARY A
® WiZEdcn/ ///
N\ 1/
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THE BALLAD o TWO WOLVES | CHAPTER ONE
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