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1 EZEKIEL 38-39 WAR

 

 

Ezekiel is among the major Biblical prophets. He lived during the sixth century and was also a Hebrew priest.  God called him to be a prophet during the Babylonian exile. He served God at the same time as the prophet Jeremiah.  The book of Ezekiel details an especially important end time prophecy known as the Ezekiel 38-39 war. Coincidentally Judaism also includes this conflict among their end time teachings

 

The Ezekiel 38-39 war predicts a massive coalition attack against Israel.  It is spearheaded by the prince of Rosh of the land of Gog and Magog. Scholars identify the prince as Russia and the nations in the coalition as the Arab countries. Therefore, they refer to this war as the Russian/Arab invasion of Israel.  Today Russia is in alliances with all the key nations mentioned.  Other areas of the prophecy are also unfolding, that this report will discuss.

Ezekiel forecasts the nations descending upon Israel like a cloud. God miraculously defeats this massive collation. It takes seven years for the Israelites to burn all the weaponry and gear. When Ezekiel prophesied this war coalition forces of this distance were not possible.  Instead warring empires aligned with neighboring tribes to fight others and expand their territory. At the time of this forecast, the major empires had been the Egyptian, Neo-Assyrian, and Babylonian. 

Timeframe of the War

While the Ezekiel 38-39 war is a known Biblical prophecy, scholars do not agree on its timeline.  Some believe it will occur before the Tribulation and others that this war marks the millennial kingdom. It is evident that this attack begins and kickstarts the Tribulation. It not only happens before it, but it provides the basis for the Antichrist’s peace treaty and the rebuilding of the Third Jewish Temple. The start of the war also ends what Evangelicals refer to as the Church age, coincides with the sealing of the 144 thousand and Rapture of the church, and begins the final seven plus year dispensation. God’s focus will again be on Israel. 

 

Prior to the restoration of Israel as a nation, the Ezekiel 38 war was not even a possibility. In addition, during the era of the Soviet Union, many of the alliances described were not in place. After the fall of the iron curtain all of this changed. 

 

The Coalition of Nations

 

We will look to see the details of the Ezekiel 38 forecast with first examining the coalition of nations in the war. Keep in mind that when the Bible mentions nations, it regards them from their earliest history or the time they first appeared in ancient Israel’s past and names their founders.  Ezekiel 38: 1-6 reads:

 

Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,  “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him,  and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.  I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and lead you out, with all your army, horses, and horsemen, all splendidly clothed, a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords.  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, all of them with shield and helmet; Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the far north and all its troops—many people are with you.

 

Sons and Grandsons of Noah

 

The nation’s founders of the battle are the sons and grandsons of Noah. In 1 Chronicles Japeth is named as a son of Noah. His first born was Gomer, followed by Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Mesheck, and Tiras.  One of Gomer’s sons is Togarmah.  Each of these represent the territories they settled in. The passage reads, “Adam, Seth, Enosh, Cainan, Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”

The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Diphath, and Togarmah. The sons of Javan were Elishah Tarshishah, Kittim, and Rodanim.

According to Chronicles, Magog, the second oldest son of Japhet is the prince of Mesheck and Tubal who were his younger brothers. Togarmah was the son of Gomer and nephew of Magog, Tubal and Meshceh. 

 

The prince of Rosh

 

This is a northern nation mentioned with Tubal and Mesheck and is the Russians. Byzantine writers of the tenth century mentioned them dwelling north of Taurus or the Taurus mountain range in south central Turkey. The Russians are here meant, as one of the three Scythian tribes of whom Magog was the prince. The Greek’s named them the Scythians. These were a group of ancient nomadic warriors who lived in what is now Southern Siberia. Their culture flourished around 900 BC to 200 BC and their influence extended all over Central Asia.  

 

Gog

 

The land of the Rossi, Moschi and Tibareni or Tubal. These Scythians were in what is today Southern Russia, northern Turkey, and along the coast of the black sea.

 

The Moshchi or Moschoi: and the Georgian tribe of Meskhi is Georgia today. The tribes lived in the area of Georgia, which border’s Russia’s southern portion and lies just above Turkey’s northeastern corner.  These people were the ones referred to as the Scythians. 

 

Land of Magog  

 

Magog is a son of Japhet and became a great and powerful people inhabiting the extreme recesses of the North. 

 

In Hippolytus of Rome's chronicle (234 AD), the "Illyrians" were identified as Meshech's offspring. Tubal, and Togarmah. According to Archibald Sayce, Meshech can be identified with Muska, a name appearing in Assyrian inscriptions, and generally believed to refer to the Mushki. The land of Magog is thought to be Russia.

 

Meshech

 

The descendants of Meshech are mentioned in connection with Tubal, Magog, and other northern nations. These also include the Moschi, a people on the borders of Colchis and Armenia. The Mescheck and Moschi, inhabited the Moschian mountains, between Iberia, Armenia, and Cochis, almost always joined with the neighboring Tibareni (Eze. 27:13, 32:26; 38:2, 3; 39:1.)

 

Tubal

The Tibareni, a nation of Asia Minor, dwelled by the Euxine (Black) sea, to the west of the Moschi. They are mentioned as early as the time of Herodotus and were believed to be of Scythian origin. 

 

Persia 

 

Persia is an empire located in southern Asia. It was created by Cyrus the Great in the 6th century BC. Alexander the Great destroyed it by the 4th century BC. At the time of the prophecy it encompassed the nations that would be today’s Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan and Turkey.

 

Ethiopia

 

Cush or Kush was, according to the Bible, the eldest son of Ham, a son of Noah (Gen 2;13, 10:608; Ezek. 38:5; I Chron 1:8-10.) Cush or Kush means Black. He was the brother of Canaan, Mizraim and Phut, and the father of the biblical Nimrod. The land occupied by the descendants of Cush are located around the southern parts of the Nile or Ethiopia.  The Septuagint has two forms of the name and one means Ethiopia. The whole of East Africa was called Cush by the Greeks. This is the area of the Sudan today and possibly modern Ethiopia.

 

Libya

 

A nation or a people of Northern Africa: today’s Libya. It is also called Put or Phut and is an African nation according to Josephus of Mauritania. The river Phut is mentioned by Pliny the Elder, a Roman author from AD 23 to 79.

 

Gomer

 

The Hebrew name Gomer refers to the Cimmerians, who lived in what is now southern Russia, “beyond the Caucasus’.  They attacked Assyria in the late 7th century BC. 

Therefore, Gomer represents Southern Russia from Kazakhstan to Azerbaijan.

 

Togarmah

 

Togarmah is a northern country that derived from Gomer or the Cimmerians. They were abundant in horses and mules. Armenia is today known as the land of horses. The Armenians themselves regard Torgom, as the son of Gomer.  They call themselves the house of Torgom. Therefore, Togarmah is Armenia and Turkey. These both border one another.

In the Ezekiel 38-39 coalition, while many of these nations settled in the area mentioned as far north, the remainder are in the Middle East and Africa. The passage is talking about this possible list of nations mentioned in Scripture: 

Russia

Kazakhstan

Azerbaijan

Georgia

Armenia

Turkey

Iran

Afghanistan

Pakistan

Turkmenistan

Sudan

Libya or Northern Libya

Mauritania

Possibly Ethiopia

Possibly Ukraine

Possibly Belarus

There are Russia states not named in the Biblical account that fit into the prophecy. Such as the various “stan” nations. The Russian word for stan means settlement. The former stan countries have been mostly Turkic and speak languages from the Turkic family. Thus, the Biblical description “house of” Togarmah fits these nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 THE NATIONS ALIGNING

 

 

Since the death and resurrection of Jesus, each historical event has led to the next with some bearing greater significance. Concerning Russia, during the reign of the Soviet Union, many pieces of the Ezekiel 38 prophecy were not in place. Since the fall of the Berlin Wall and dissolution of the Soviet Union many pieces of the Ezekiel 38 war fell into place. This includes the Jews who lived behind the iron curtain able to return to Israel.  

 

Russia 

 

Following the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, The Commonwealth of Independent States formed. It cooperates in economic, political, and military affairs. In addition, it has certain powers relating to trade, finance, lawmaking, and security. From this organization is the Commonwealth of Independent States Free Trade Area. Its members include:

 

Russia

Armenia

Belarus

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Moldovia

Russia

Tajikstan

Ukraine

Uzbekistan

 

Collective Security Treaty Organization

 

In 1992, six post-Soviet states belonging to the Commonwealth of Independent States signed the Collective Treaty Organization.  It has observer status at the UN General Assembly. Led by Russia, in 2002 they agreed to create it into an intergovernmental military alliance. Its purpose is to ensure the defense of any member that faces external aggression. 

 

Its members include:

 

Russia

Armenia

Belarus

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Afghanistan

Serbia

Afghanistan-nonmember observer state

Serbia-nonmember observer state

Withdrawn states-Azerbaijan, Georgia and Uzbekistan

 

Eurasian Economic Union

 

 In 2015 the Eurasian Economic Union formed. This is a market of 180 million people. Its organization mirrors the European Union. It encourages the free movement of goods and services. In addition, it operates through supranational institutions. Its members are:

 

Russia

Armenia

Belarus

Kazakhstan

Kyrgystan

 

The fall of the Soviet Union brought on good relations with nations of the Ezekiel 38 war, that had previously been strained. 

PERSIA IRAN

The Soviet Union was the first State to recognize the Islamic Republic of Iran, in February 1979. During the Iran–Iraq War, however, it supplied Saddam Hussein with large amounts of conventional arms. Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khomeini deemed Islam principally incompatible with the communist ideals (such as atheism) of the Soviet Union.

After the war, especially with the fall of the USSR, Tehran–Moscow relations experienced a sudden increase in diplomatic and commercial relations, and Iran soon even began purchasing weapons from Russia. By the mid-1990s, Russia had already agreed to continue work on developing Iran's nuclear program, with plans to finish constructing the nuclear reactor plant at Bushehr, which had been delayed for nearly 20 years.

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, Russia and Iran have enjoyed close relations and are strategic allies. Russia is also a key trading partner for Iran and invited the nation to join its Collective Security Treaty Organization. This group which is the counter to NATO.

 

Russia and Iran also share a common interest in limiting the political influence of the United States in Central Asia. This common goal has led the Shanghai Cooperation Organization to extend to Iran observer status in 2005, and offer full membership in 2006. Iran's relations with the organization, which is dominated by Russia and China, represents the most extensive diplomatic ties Iran has shared since the 1979 revolution. Iran and Russia have co-founded the Gas Exporting Countries Forum along with Qatar.

 

Russia has also invited Iran to join the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) and is currently working on a trade agreement.  

 

Sudan

 

The Sudan is the second largest arms buyer in Africa. In 2017 half of Sudan’s purchases were Russian. According to Giorgio Cafiero, the CEO of Gulf State Analytics, “ TRT World, “Russia’s influence deepens as Sudan remains ignored by western powers, “The Kremlin is positioning itself as indispensable to Sudan while it bids to increase its sway over Africa and Muslim countries.” According to Debalini Ghoshal in her article in Gatestone Institute International Policy Council, in August 2019, “Moscow has reportedly signed a "draft military agreement" with Sudan, "to facilitate entry of Russian and Sudanese warships to the ports of the two nations." 

 

Russia also "is looking at establishing a logistics base in Eritrea" and has reached a "draft agreement with Egypt for Russian warplanes to use Egyptian military bases.

 

Ethiopia

 

Russia and Ethiopia have enjoyed over 120 years of diplomatic relations in economic, political, and global affairs. They share a mutual understanding in the international arena and a commitment towards each other’s interests. 

 

Libya

 

Relations between Russia and Libya are close and productive.   Russia regarded the nation as one of its strongest allies in the Arab world. Russia expects to take part in the rebuilding of Libya when its civil war ends. It will also aid the sides in achieving a peaceful resolution.

 

Mauritania

 

Mauritanian is an Islamic republic with diplomatic relations with Russia. In addition, they share a trade agreement. July of 2014 marked the 50th year of their relations. In Russia’s estimation their historical alliances unite them. The two sides have discussed views on settling the crisis in Syria and achieving progress in the Middle East settlement. These also include discussion on the Palestinian-Israeli track and resolving the conflict in the Sahara-Sahel region.

 

Russia Africa Union

 

The Russia Africa Summit in October of 2019 launched for the development of Russian African relations. They agreed to hold regular summits to coordinate policy on trade, security, investment, and research. 

 

In May of 2020 Russia established the Russia-Africa Partnerships forum.  The two sides aim to boost business links between the Russian and African companies. In addition, they will develop joint roadmaps for economic, academic, and cultural cooperation.

 

Turkey

 

Russian Turkish relations were hostile through the centuries. It was only since the 1920’s these improved, but in 1952 Turkey joined NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Alliance. It was established as a counter to the Soviet Union. In addition to providing collective security against it. 

 

Distancing even further from Russia, in 1995 Turkey signed a Custom
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