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			Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt

			Franco-Belgian writer

			
					Born in Sainte-Foy-lès-Lyon in 1960

					Notable works:	Oscar and the Lady in Pink (2002), novel

	The Alternative Hypothesis (2001), novel

	Three Women in a Mirror (2011), novel




			

			Éric-Emmanuel Schmitt, born in 1960 and a fellow of philosophy, is one of the world’s most read French authors. He lives in Brussels and began his career as a playwright with Don Juan on Trial (1991), a variation on the myth of Don Juan, and The Visitor, a play in which Freud is visited by an enigmatic man who claims to be God himself. While continuing to write for the theater, Schmitt also wrote novels (The Alternative Hypothesis, 2001), short stories (The Most Beautiful Book in the World, 2006) and autofiction (My Life with Mozart, 2005). Recently, he got behind the camera and adapted two of his works for the big screen, including Oscar and the Lady in Pink.

		


		
			Oscar and the Lady in Pink

			A story full of emotion

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Schmitt, É-E. (2002) Oscar et la Dame rose. Paris: Magnard.1

					First edition: 2002

					Themes: disease, religion, hospital, childhood, life, death

			

			Oscar and the Lady in Pink, published in 2002, is part of The Cycle of the Invisible, a series of novels in which the writer features children who are confronted with different beliefs. Through conversations between an older character and a child, Schmitt shows how spirituality can help someone to live fully.

			The novel introduces us to Oscar, a young boy who is suffering from leukemia, through the letters he addresses to God. He begins to write them based on the advice of Mamie Rose, an old woman who is responsible for comforting sick children, with whom he forms a friendship. In addition to dealing with spirituality, Schmitt manages to brilliantly address the difficult topic of hospitalized children, without falling into the melodramatic.

			

			
				
					1 Quotes taken from the reference edition have been translated by BrightSummaries.com.

				

			

		


		
			Summary

			A childhood in hospital

			Oscar is a young boy, aged 10, who suffers from a serious illness that forces him to stay in hospital. There he meets Mamie Rose, a former wrestler nicknamed ‘The Strangler of Languedoc’. The boy has just had surgery and, ever since, something has changed: everyone around him seems hypocritical, except for Mamie Rose. She is the only one who is honest and makes him understand that his bone marrow transplant wasn’t successful. Noticing that he is very lonely, she suggests that he writes letters to God, in order to feel less alone and tell someone everything without restraint. She also asks him to make one wish every day. Oscar’s first wish is to have an answer to the question: “Will I be cured?”

			Unfortunately, the answer to this is not positive. He discovers this because his parents, who usually come to visit him on Sunday, come to the hospital on a different day. While eavesdropping, Oscar hears Dr. Düsseldorf announce that there is nothing more he can do. The parents, devastated, leave without daring to see their child who, unintentionally, has locked himself in a broom closet. When he is found, he only wants to speak to Mamie Rose. He tells her what he saw and she advises him to write to God again. She also tells him to live each day as if it was worth ten years, so that he will still have lived an entire lifetime. By the end of that day, Oscar is ten years old. The next day, his parents come to visit him and offer him a nice gift: it is The Nutcracker CD (Tchaikovsky ballet, 1892). They do not admit that they were at the hospital the night before, so he remains silent and loses himself in the music. He is a little surprised, when the time comes to say goodbye, that his mother falls into his arms, but he doesn’t let it move him.

			He then reaches adolescence and falls in love with Peggy Blue (so-called because of her blue skin: she has a disease that prevents the blood from reaching the lungs, so it isn’t oxygenated, which causes a bluish coloration of the skin). Mamie Rose urges him to tell Peggy that he will protect her from the ghosts at night. However, Pop Corn says that Peggy wants him to protect her. As Oscar leaves empty-handed, he comes across Sandrine, nicknamed the Chinese Girl (because she has leukemia and wears a smooth black wig). She kisses him, but he finds it disgusting. Later, Mamie Rose sends him to Peggy again and he confesses his feelings for her. In truth, Peggy wants him, not Pop Corn, to protect her from the ghosts at night. Oscar wants to marry Peggy: this is his wish of the day.

			Adulthood

			At night, Oscar hears screams and rushes to rescue his beloved. There, he realizes that it was Bacon who was screaming. Bacon, so-called because he was seriously burnt, suffers despite the creams and skin grafts. Meanwhile, Peggy also thought that it was Oscar who was crying. So, she asks him to spend the night with her, which he accepts, and the two children are married. The next day, the nurses are not very happy to find them together, but Marie Rose calms things down.

			A few days later, Peggy needs surgery and Oscar makes a wish that, whatever the result of the operation, she will accept it serenely. Oscar is tense and angry about the children’s illnesses. Mamie Rose replies that those who are healthy also have problems, moments when they feel blue, hard times, etc. Oscar asks her to adopt him, like he had done before with his old teddy bear the day his parents offered him a new one.

			Peggy’s operation goes well. Her parents tell Oscar that they are relying on him to protect her. 

			The next day, Mamie Rose takes Oscar to the hospital chapel. He is surprised to see the statue of Christ with his crown of thorns and the nails driven into his limbs. Rebelling, he states that if there truly was a God, he would have avoided the suffering. Mamie Rose explains that there are two kinds of suffering: the first, physical, is what we are submitted to; the second, moral, is what we choose.

			Little by little, he experiences a mid-life crisis and all the worries that come with it. Pop Corn tells Peggy that Oscar kissed the Chinese Girl. Even though that was before they got together, the young girl is sad and ends their relationship. Oscar, in shock, lets Brigitte, who has Down syndrome, kiss him everywhere. Marie Rose advises him to confess to Peggy how he feels in order to right his wrongs. He does this the next morning: Oscar tells the girl that he only has feelings for her and she forgives him for his mistakes. 

			On Christmas day, to avoid spending a bad day with his parents, he arranges his escape: his friends carry him to the trunk of Mamie Rose’s car so that he can be with her. Later, stunned, she finds him on her doorstep. She explains that his parents are very scared about his disappearance. Oscar retorts that he feels like a monster in their eyes. Mamie Rose makes him understand that they are afraid of the disease, not him, and that they too will die one day and will be eaten up by remorse for not having reconciled with their son. Oscar finally agrees for his parents to spend Christmas with him at Mamie Rose’s house. They watch a wrestling match together and have a lovely Christmas day.

			Old age

			Oscar is tired and is over 60 years old. He spends the day listening to The Nutcracker and wishes God would visit him again.

			When he is around 80, the time comes for reflection. To start the day, Oscar brings life to his plant from the Sahara, a Christmas gift from Mamie Rose: the plant’s whole life takes place in a single day.

			With Peggy, he reads the Medical Dictionary and is surprised to find nothing about the words ‘life’, ‘death’, ‘faith’ and ‘God’, which are the most important things in his eyes. Mamie Rose explains to him that they aren’t there because they have no set or definitive explanations.

			At the end of the day, Dr. Düsseldorf comes into his room with a dejected look. Oscar tells him not to feel guilty for giving people bad news and that it’s not his fault, which invigorates the doctor.

			Shortly after, Peggy has to return home. Oscar is sad and reproaches God. God comes to visit him. The boy sees him in the rising sun: God makes him realize that he must look at everything as if it was the first time, and to do this is to find pure happiness. His wish for the day is that Peggy and his parents can feel the same thing.

			Oscar is 100 years old and becomes a philosopher. He tells God that life is a gift. First, it is believed to be indestructible, but it is then discovered to be too brittle and, in the end, we realize that it is a loan, and we must give it back and show that we have earned it. Unfortunately, Oscar is becoming increasingly tired. This is his last letter.

			The next is signed by Mamie Rose, who informs God of Oscar’s death. She is extremely upset and tells him about everything the boy allowed her to live and feel. In a postscript, she confides that in his final days, Oscar had put a sign on his door that said: “Only God has the right to wake me up.”
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