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Timeline of the World of Mundial 

YEAR               
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Shadow Elves attack on Aguerius Estate begins the Yucaipan War, Kadus Knights unite with Vetan Province 

983MA Necromian Kingdom established  
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1024MA Formation of the Yucaipan Republic  

1850MA Mathen's Flight  

1853MA Destiney’s Voice 

1854MA Human/Elvish War Begins 
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1857MA Merchant Ship Cree attacked by Slave Traders prompting war between Elvish Kingdom and the Forjad Consortium 

1862MA Elvish blockade and attack on Fire’s Forge 

1866MA Last Refuge, Shadowlands attack on Port Cutter 
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MA= Mortal Age      
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Chapter 1
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"We will attack tomorrow morning."

"Why not tonight? I believe we can be ready by then.  The longer we take to attack the longer they have to prepare.

"Tornal is still bringing the prisoners from previous battles for sacrifice. We will attack when we are strongest."

"Should you really be trusting Tornal with such a task. You know he is planning to betray us at his first opportunity."

"Tornal has already doomed himself. It is just a matter of time; you have no need to be concerned with him. Just make sure your people are ready by morning."

"As you will."

––––––––
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HIGH LORD GIDON AGUERIUS watched from the city wall of Flameshaven as the doom of all that was dear to him dug into fortifications around the city. The army of Kadus Knights and undead had seemingly come from nowhere and had begun a siege of the city.

He had tried to send for aid to the capital of the Forjad Province, but the Lich Lords' armies had moved too swiftly and blocked all paths from the Valley. He had led two counterattacks to try to break through, but both had been a disaster. It was as if the undead knew every plan and trick he would use. For the first time in all his years as Royal Strategist, he felt he was up against a mind far more brilliant than his.

As he gazed down upon the preparations of the enemy forces, his thoughts turned to his two older sons, Almas and Creetan. The thought of Almas being held captive and in the hands of the Lich Lords pained him deeply, and he wondered how his brave, determined son was faring in the clutches of such darkness. There was also the question of what the undead had done to him. With the reports from Debigroc it was clear that Almas had served at least some part of the gates to the city being opened to the army of revenants that had taken the city. He wondered if there was anything left of his son to save.

At least he had some comfort in knowing that Creetan was with Lord Teanas, an elvish prince, attempting to rescue his brother. They were both capable warriors, and Gidon prayed they would return safely.

Determined to focus on the present, Gidon turned his attention to the city below. The urgency of the situation weighed heavily on his heart, but he needed to ensure the safety of his wife and two younger children. With that in mind, he left the city wall and hurried towards the city keep where Izybel and the children were.

He found them in the main hall of the keep, Giddy and Izybel were hard at work. As heir to the lordship of the Forjad Province and leader of the crafter's Guild there was no better crafter in all the kingdom than his wife. At this moment they were making what she called a golem. She was crafting it to assist in the city's defense and it was a formidable creation, resembling a giant warrior made of stone and metal.

Giddy, with his eyes shining with excitement, exclaimed, "Dad! Mom and I are building a golem to protect Flameshaven! It's going to be awesome! I'm naming him Rocky!"

Izybel chuckled, wiping her forehead with her sleeve. "Yes, Rocky will be quite the defender if those invaders make it this far. But let's hope it won't come to that. Your father is a brilliant strategist, and he'll come up with a plan to drive them away."

Gidon smiled at his wife's confidence in him but couldn't help feeling the weight of the situation bearing down on him. "We'll do our best, Izybel. Every defender counts, including this formidable golem you and Giddy are crafting."

Giddy beamed with pride, puffing his chest out a little. "I'm going to make sure it's the best golem ever!"

"Of course, you will," Gidon said, ruffling Giddy's hair affectionately. "You have your mother's talent for crafting, and your determination will make it exceptional."

Gidon motioned for Izybel to move to the window so he could speak to his wife away from young ears. Izybel followed and said, "If we hurry, I believe we can finish in time for this golem to be of help."

"Time is a luxury we don't have," Gidon muttered, watching the soldiers scurry about the courtyard. Their armor clanked as they gathered weapons and supplies, the scent of sweat and steel filling the air. A cacophony of shouts and hammer strikes echoed off the walls, drowning out the howling wind.

"Have faith, my love," Izybel whispered, placing a warm hand on his shoulder. "Our people are strong, and we have allies who will come to our aid. We will stand against this darkness, as we always have."

"Sometimes, I wonder whether we'll ever see an end to this strife," Gidon confessed, his voice heavy with the weight of his fears. "When will we be able to live in peace, without the constant threat of death lurking around every corner? When will our family be together and safe again?"

"Only when we have defeated the Lich Lords, once and for all," Izybel replied resolutely, her eyes blazing with determination. "And that day will come, Gidon. We must believe it will. You trusted Creetan enough to send him after Almas. All we can do is continue to trust that both of them will make it back to us."

Gidon sighed. "You're right, of course. Let us prepare for the storm that approaches, and pray that we can weather it together. Speaking of which let me go check on Cady and make sure she is ready."

He found Cady at the hospital wing of the keep, where she was putting her newfound paladin skills to work. The 10-year-old moved amongst the wounded soldiers with a serene grace, her hands aglow with the warm, golden light of her Paladin magic. She touched each man's brow, whispering
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