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      Beatrix Potter loved the countryside and she spent much of
         her otherwise conventional Victorian childhood drawing and studying animals. Her passion for the
         natural world lay behind the creation of her famous series of little books. A particular source of
         inspiration was the English Lake District where she lived for the last thirty years of her life as a
         farmer and land conservationist, working with the National Trust.
      

      Mrs. Tittlemouse, the wood-mouse who helped to rescue the Flopsy Bunnies in an earlier book, was given her own story in 1910. Beatrix Potter had in her youth made beautiful microscopic studies of insects, and this knowledge enabled her to produce delightful pictures of the many uninvited guests, from spiders to bees, found in Mrs. Tittlemouse’s underground home.
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          nellie’s little book

      

   
      [image: Image]

   
      
         Once upon a
               time there was a wood-mouse, and her name was Mrs. Tittlemouse.
         

         She lived in a bank under a hedge.

      

   
      
         Such a funny house! There were yards and yards of
            sandy passages, leading to storerooms and nut-cellars and seed-cellars, all amongst the roots of the
            hedge.
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         There was a kitchen, a parlour, a pantry, and a
            larder.
         

         Also, there was Mrs. Tittlemouse’s bedroom, where she slept in a little box
            bed!
         

      

   
      
         Mrs. Tittlemouse was a most terribly tidy particular little mouse, always sweeping and dusting the
            soft sandy floors.
         

         Sometimes a beetle lost its way in the passages.

         “Shuh! shuh! little dirty feet!” said Mrs. Tittlemouse, clattering her
            dust-pan.
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         And one day a little old woman ran up and down in
            a red spotty cloak.
         

         “Your house is on fire, Mother Ladybird! Fly away home to your children!”

      

   
      
         Another day, a big fat spider came in to shelter
            from the rain.
         

         “Beg pardon, is this not Miss Muffet’s?”

         “Go away, you bold bad spider! Leaving ends of cobweb all over my nice clean
            house!”
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         She bundled the spider out at a window.
         

         He let himself down the hedge with a long thin bit of string.
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