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    Dedicated to:


    


    All those wonderful actors, actresses, writers, directors, producers, technical staff and sponsors, who made radio a wonderful place for almost 40 years.


    


    Special thanks also go out to Stewart Wright, Dr. Joe Webb, J. David Goldin, and the late Bill Brooks for their support, and encouragement and most of all, for answering my many questions. Thanks guys.


    


    Support for this project was also provided by Jeanette Berard and Klaudia Englund of the Thousand Oaks Library, Anthony L’Abatte at Eastman House, and Janet Lorenz at the National Film Information Service.


    


  
    V: Case Synopses


    


    I personally have listened to every available episode of “Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar” I am aware of. My personal collection is over 800 programs. In 2005 I spent a busy week at the Thousand Oaks Library reviewing the scripts in the KNX collection, which added over 75 programs to the book and again in 2017 that added 8 programs — including 6 Bob Readick programs. The information below is a synopsis of the story line for every program I have either listened to or reviewed. I have tried to recap the writer, producer, announcers and music providers when available in the broadcast. I have referenced at least two other external sources where cast and crew information are available there. Unless otherwise noted, all cast and crew information are taken from the actual program or from the script pages for the program.


    For this second edition, I have relied on the Old Time Radio Researchers (OTRR) collection of mp3 programs, version 2. This collection includes all the known digital programs and has the most complete versions of the programs.


    The format of the synopses is as follows:


    


    SHOW DATE: Date on which the program aired.


    


    SHOW TITLE: The name of the program. Where my name varies from the usual name, it is because I have either corrected spelling or based the name on the title page of the script or uncapitalized articles (“the” instead of “The,” “and” instead of “And,” etc.)


    


    COMPANY: This is the company or individual who has hired Johnny for the case


    


    AGENT: Where available, the agent of the company


    


    EXPENSE TOTAL: This is the total of expenses for each case.


    


    PRODUCER: This is the producer of the program, where known.


    


    WRITER: This is the writer(s) of the program, where known.


    


    CAST: Where available, the cast members for each program are listed. I have standardized on the actor’s names, so there will only be one entry for an actor whether they were announced as “Bill” or as “William.”


    


    SYNOPSIS: A rundown of the case — including who done it.


    


    NOTES: Information or facts in the case I find interesting, any aka’s for the story, the announcers and music providers, etc.


    


    The synopses below are divided into seven sections, one section for each of the primary actors, and one for the several audition programs which are available. In each of these programs I have endeavored to spell the names of the directors, writers and actors as accurately as possible. I have relied on the information available from a review of the scripts at the Thousand Oaks Library, J. David Goldin and Terry Salomonson, as well as assorted tools on the Internet, such as the Internet Movie Database and the researcher’s friend, Google.


    In the case of characters in the radio programs, I have tried as much as possible to apply a reasonable transliteration to sounds and have relied on the above resources where possible. “Smith and “Jones” are easy, “Ah Mai” and “Arnesson” are a little harder.


    Where geographical locations are noted, I have tried to locate them. Native peoples and regions are located and described to the extent possible.

  


  
    Bob Bailey


    


    This is the start of the 30-minute series of Bob Bailey programs.


    


    Show: The Markham Matter


    Show Date: 11/4/1956


    Company: Western Life & Trust Company


    Agent: Ed Porter


    Exp. Acct: $968.20


    


    Synopsis: Ed Porter returns Johnny’s call, and Johnny would like to see him. Johnny tells Porter that he is always in a rush when he thinks someone is gypping us out of $100,000.


    Johnny travels to San Francisco, California and gets a room at the St. Francis Hotel. Johnny walks to Ed Porter’s office where Ed is nervous. Johnny asks Ed about Floyd Markham, who is the husband of Mrs. Markham. Mrs. Markham is wealthy and the husband is an industrial engineer who depends on her for money.


    Johnny shows Ed two checks for $50,000, full payment for two endowment policies. Johnny tells Ed that Mrs. Markham’s payment history is up to date, but why would she forget about a third policy for $50,000? Johnny tells Ed that Floyd had called the company and told them that he was calling for Mrs. Markham.


    Ed tells Johnny that they have a strange relationship, and each spends their own money. Ed tells Johnny that when he called to deliver the first check, Mrs. Markham was ill, and the second time she had just stepped out, and the check was given to Floyd. Ed has not seen Mrs. Markham since last spring.


    Johnny checks with the bank and since June, the deposit slips were initialed by Floyd Markham and no unusual withdrawals had been made. Johnny checks with a hairdresser, and a car mechanic, but Mrs. Markham has not been there for months. Johnny also learns that Floyd had called to resign Mrs. Markham from the bridge club.


    Johnny calls the residence three times and gets a different reason each for Mrs. Markham not being there. Johnny visits Floyd’s business address and tells the receptionist, Iris Bidler, that he is Steven B. Harris with the Cleveland Pump Company. Iris tells Johnny that Mr. Markham has not been in the office for 6 months.


    Johnny goes to the Markham house on Fiorella Street in Ed Porter’s car. Floyd answers the door and Johnny asks for Mrs. Markham. Johnny tells Floyd that he has a check for the third policy. Floyd tells him he will take it but Johnny tells him that he has to deliver it personally. Floyd tells Johnny that Mrs. Markham is ill with severe anemia. Reluctantly Floyd goes to see Mrs. Markham and Johnny notices his rich clothes.


    Johnny is directed to the room where Mrs. Markham is sitting by the window with a glazed look in her eyes. She asks how Mr. Porter is and asks Johnny not to tell Porter that she is ill, as she does not want to worry her friends. She is insistent that she wants some sherry, but Floyd tells her it is against her doctor’s orders. Mrs. Markham tries to tell Johnny something but is too tired.


    Johnny calls Ed to confirm a description of Mrs. Markham and tells him that Floyd is slowly killing her.


    Johnny picks up Ed and tells him that Floyd is forcing his wife to sign money over to him and about her plea for some sherry so that she could be alone with Johnny. Johnny sees Iris drive up in a Cadillac and then leaves with Floyd. Johnny tells Ed to be an investigator and follow her.


    Johnny walks to the house and makes sure that no one is there and enters the house. In her room, Johnny sees Mrs. Markham on a couch “doped to the ears.” Johnny tells her that he is going to take her out of there and she remembers Johnny and does not want her friends to know that she is ill, Floyd had told her to say exactly that. She begs Johnny not to fool her and to help her get out of there. Johnny carries her to his car and takes her to the St. Regis Emergency hospital and tells the interns what has happened.


    Johnny drives back to the house and meets Ed who tells Johnny that they went straight to the Bank of America to deposit the check and then he followed them to Angelo’s where they are eating dinner.


    Johnny and Ed drive to Angelo’s on Stoker Street where the Cadillac is still parked. When Iris and Floyd leave Johnny follows them to a bar where he and Ed wait for 2 hours. Then they follow Floyd to a dark hill where Johnny and Ed watch Floyd and Iris necking.


    They then follow Floyd back into town where he drops off Iris. Ed follows Floyd and Johnny goes in to talk with Iris. Johnny tells Iris who he really is, and invites himself in. He tells her that he has been investigating Floyd Markham, and that she will be in jail with him unless she has some information to give Johnny.


    She tells Johnny that Mrs. Markham is out of town divorcing him. They had planned to move to a country estate in England to live a quiet country life, and Floyd had told her that she could start packing tonight.


    Johnny takes Iris back to the Markham house and meets Ed. Johnny rings the bell and tells Floyd that his wife is in a hospital, and that Iris is in a cab. Floyd asks Johnny why he did not come around next week and Johnny tells him that next week she could be dead. Floyd tells Johnny that is the way she should have been for 16 years — dead.


    Remarks: “This one will wind up in court. Mr. Markham’s charges will include attempted homicide, attempt to defraud, attempt to…In the end, it was his attempt to run away, and it didn’t work. It never works. Even if you get a way you find something new to run from.”


    


    Notes: This program is the beginning of the new series of 30-minute programs.


    This program contains a commercial for Jack Benny’s new seasonal return program.


    Johnny notes that he carries Mrs. Markham to his car, but he does not have one, he was using Ed Porter’s car, and Ed is following Floyd. Later he takes Iris to the Markham house in his car but tells Floyd that she is in a cab.


    Bob Bailey offers a thanksgiving message: “Thanksgiving, now there is a day that deserves celebration, and heartfelt thanks to the God who made us, for being able to live in the most free, and peaceful and bountiful country in the world. And yet, why wait for next Thursday, or any Thanksgiving Day? For American’s, it seems to me that Thanksgiving Day should be every day. Think about it, won’t you?”


    Based on the “air date” on the script, and the note from last week that the show will move to Sunday, the next show would be on 11/4/56, which agrees with the air date.


    The preview is for New Orleans but The Big Scoop Matter takes place in New York.


    Roy Rowan is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: John Dawson


    Cast: Lois Corbett, Frank Nelson, Virginia Gregg, Bert Holland, Paula Winslowe, John Dehner


    


    Show: The Big Scoop Matter


    Show Date: 11/11/1956


    Company: Northeast Indemnity Affiliates


    Agent: Joe McNab


    Exp. Acct: $187.40


    


    Synopsis: Joe McNab calls Johnny with high blood pressure. Joe may have to pay off on a $100,000 policy on a reporter friend of Johnny’s, Art Wesley. Art is working on a story someone does not want him to report on. Art was beaten two days ago in an alley, and yesterday a car made a pass at him at high speed and it is still early today.


    Johnny travels to New York City to meet with Art and finds him in a bar. Art tells Johnny that he is working on a story and cannot have anyone protecting him. Art tells Johnny that his departed wife is the beneficiary of the policy. Art tells Johnny that the story is about a national gambling syndicate run by someone in New York. He has the man’s name written in a safe deposit box just in case.


    Johnny goes to see Joan Wesley, who is not cooperative at all. Johnny cabs to see Det. Lt. Restelli, his old friend who knows about the attempts on Art’s life. The phone rings and Art is calling for Johnny.


    Art tells Johnny that he is leaving town and this might be it. Johnny cabs to Art’s apartment and finds “Watika” written on a pad by the phone — a reference to Lake Watika, New York where Art has a lodge.


    Johnny rents a car and drives to the lake through a heavy rainstorm and finds a mass of mud on the road to the lake. Johnny drives up the road to Art’s place, finds Art’s car and Art is lying dead in the doorway. Johnny drives to the sheriff and reports it.


    Johnny meets the sheriff the next morning and they go over the known facts, including a hole in the roof over the foodstuffs. The coroner has reported that Art was killed about 10:30, while it was still raining. Johnny tells the sheriff about the story Art was working on, and Johnny is told that the only place to stay in the area is the Watika Inn.


    Johnny drives to the inn and talks to the desk clerk who tells him that there were only two guests last night. One of the guests, Mr. Cooper, is sitting on the porch and the other has gone.


    Johnny goes to talk to Cooper, who tells Johnny that he enjoyed the rain by sitting in front of his fireplace and reading a book. Johnny gets a description of the other guest for the sheriff and goes back to New York.


    Johnny visits Joan Wesley, who knows about Art’s death. Johnny asks if Joan had known that Art had gone to the lodge. She tells Johnny that she was at home all the previous evening.


    Johnny checks the garage and finds that her car is clean. Johnny learns from the garage attendant that the car had been washed because the wheels were full of mud from last night.


    Johnny confronts Joan with the mud on her car, but she is adamant that she was not at the lodge. Johnny tells her that the switchboard operator got a call from Art yesterday, and she admits she spoke to Art, but went out to meet someone else, which is why she wanted a divorce. The man is Ted Nash. Johnny calls the apartment of Nash who is not there and goes to see Lt. Restelli to update him on the events of the case.


    Lt. Restelli tells Johnny that he will check up on Nash and he tells Johnny that a man named Cooper was involved in some rumors of a gambling ring earlier that year. Johnny and Lt. Restelli go to Art’s apartment and find the key to the safe deposit box, but it only has a number on it. Lt. Restelli starts a search of the banks, and Johnny goes back to Lake Watika.


    At the lake, Johnny finds Cooper still there by the fire place. Johnny tells him about the story Art was working on, and that he thinks Cooper is part of the gambling ring. Lt. Restelli calls and tells Johnny that the name in the safe deposit box was Cooper.


    Johnny tells the clerk to call the sheriff. The clerk tells Johnny that he had taken a drink to Cooper at 10:40 the previous night, and had talked to him for fifteen minutes, so Cooper could not have killed Art Wesley. Johnny talks to the clerk again and he remembers that Cooper had called for a drink at 10:40, and that he had gotten back to the desk at 10:55. Johnny gets a call from the sheriff, who tells him that the other man has been found, but he is not the right man.


    Johnny drives to Art Wesley’s place and reviews the facts, including the hole in the roof and the sugar bowl. Suddenly Johnny has the solution. Johnny drives back to the lodge and goes to Cooper’s room, where he finds a picture out of place. Behind it Johnny finds what he is looking for.


    Johnny finds Cooper on the porch and sits down at his table. Johnny tells him that he was the man Art Wesley was looking for. Cooper recounts his alibi about the time and Johnny tells him that Art was not killed at his lodge. Johnny tells Cooper that he killed Art in his room, called the clerk and talked to him, and then took the body to the lodge and planted it there. You remembered that the slug that killed Art hit the wall, so you fired one into the ceiling to make it look like the killing took place there.


    Johnny tells Cooper about the sugar in the cabin, and how it was not crusty, but dry. The hole was made after the rain had stopped, and Johnny tells Cooper that he has found the hole in the wall of his room.


    Cooper tells Johnny that he has him covered with a gun under the table, and Johnny tells him the same thing. Cooper tries to run, but Johnny stops him and Cooper discovers that Johnny does not have a gun. “A big-time gambler bluffed right out of the game. Cooper you’re slipping.”


    “Remarks. Cooper is awaiting trial. About Art Wesley, well I guess that sugar bowl was a dead man’s revenge. Come to think of it, that revenge was pretty sweet.”


    


    Notes: Lt. Restelli was a character in The Imperfect Alibi Matter broadcast on 9/17 through 9/21/1956.


    Based on the “air date” on the script, The Big Scoop Matter should follow The Markham Matter.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music Supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Robert Ryf


    Cast: Virginia Gregg, Russell Thorson, Barney Phillips, Stacy Harris, Larry Thor, Parley Baer, Les Tremayne


    


    Show: The Royal Street Matter


    Show Date: 11/25/1956


    Company: Providential Fire & Marine


    Agent: C.D. Binford


    Exp. Acct: $517.20


    


    Synopsis: Angie Orsatti calls Johnny, and he wants to go to Andre’s for dinner while Johnny is in New Orleans. Johnny tells Angie that he is in town for an insurance claim for $16,000 that someone wants to turn down.


    Johnny travels to New Orleans, Louisiana and gets a room at the Roosevelt Hotel, and calls Angie Orsatti, an old friend who really knows the French Quarter. Johnny arranges for dinner with Angie and then calls Mr. C.D. Binford, who issued the policy.


    Johnny meets with “CD” and learns that the fire was last Thursday night. The insured is Henry Dupass, and the $48,000 policy covers his antique shop on Royal Street and the policy was issued just three months ago. Dupass had always told CD that he did not have money for the policy, but suddenly he had money for the policy, in cash, shop improvements and a receptionist, a real good looker.


    An antique lamp fell over and caused the fire. Henry told the fire marshal that he was talking to a customer and the lamp fell over, but Dupass has not told CD anything, and that is why he is riled. CD had stopped by and saw the damage, but Dupass did not even ask for a claim form. CD talked to the fire marshal and typed up the claim but Dupass refused to sign the claim and told CD to get out.


    Johnny walks to Canal Street and goes to the antique shop, which looks like all the others in the area. Johnny knocks and Dupass opens the door. Johnny tells Dupass who he is and Dupass asks why “you people” are always bothering him. He tells Johnny to leave him alone. Johnny goes down the alley to the back of the store but cannot see anything.


    Johnny has dinner with Angie, and Johnny asks what he knows about Dupass. Angie knows Dupass, and he had heard about the 24 or 25-year-old blond he is hanging with. Angie will try to find out who the blond is for Johnny. Johnny buys a flashlight and goes back to the shop, where a small truck is parked in the back with a bunch of bananas in the bed. A man comes out and yells at Johnny to stop. Dupass comes out and tells the man that “Dollar” is with the insurance company. The man tells Johnny that Dupass will have to do something to keep Johnny away, and he tells Johnny to leave.


    Johnny goes back to the hotel and is called by Angie in the morning. Angie tells Johnny that everyone knows the girl, but no one has seen her since she started working for Dupass. Her name is Rose Ellen, and she used to be a dancer.


    Johnny gets the address from Angie and goes to see the girl. When Johnny gets there another girl, May Garbo, tells Johnny that Rose is not there and invites Johnny in. She tells Johnny that she and Rose moved in together and complements Johnny on being so polite. May tells Johnny that Rose does not come home for days sometimes and has not mentioned a fire. May last saw Rose last Thursday, but she never came home again. May tells Johnny that Rose has never stayed out this long, and that she is going with a man she had never met.


    Johnny goes to CD’s office and waits for him to come back. Johnny wonders if something happened that Dupass is trying to cover up. When he comes back, CD tells Johnny that Dupass had called and cancelled all of his policies to keep Johnny away, so now the case is over. Johnny has a scotch with CD and Johnny tells CD that Dupass is still covered until he returns the policy, so he can still snoop around. CD tells Johnny that the customer in the shop was Andrew W. DeLong, so Johnny goes to visit him but Johnny discovers that there is no such person in the city.


    Johnny asks CD to check on Dupass, and they go to the bank to check up on Dupass. Johnny learns that Dupass has banked over $11,000 in the past month. Johnny goes to the hotel and gets a message from May to see her. Johnny goes to May’s apartment and she tells Johnny that a man called and told May that Rose is OK, and that he would come by and pick up her clothes. The man came at 4:00, and his name is Grant, the man she was seeing while she is dating “the old antique.” All she could say was “Carl this, and Carl that.” Johnny calls Angie and they rush to the antique shop.


    Johnny breaks down the front door and they go in to find Carl on the floor with stab wounds. Carl tells Johnny that Dupass is going to kill Rose because she found out what Dupass was smuggling in the banana shipments. She has been taken to the old Spanish fortress on the Bayou Slidell only 10 minutes ago. Angie gets his swamp buggy, and they head out to the fortress. At the fortress, Angie beaches the boat and sees Rose in a doorway.


    Johnny and Angie go in and call for Rose, who answers and asks for Carl. Johnny tells her that Dupass tried to kill him and she tells Johnny that she was tied up on the night of the fire and that Dupass had told Carl to kill her, which is when the lamp fell over. She tells Johnny that Dupass was smuggling small boxes of powder in the bananas. Dupass comes in and shots are fired. Johnny does not have his gun, so he uses a brick to bean Dupass.


    Remarks: Well where he is going, Dupass wouldn’t have any use for the insurance money anyway. Carl Grant turned state’s evidence and clinched the smuggling charges against him. Because of that, Carl may get off easy. I hope so. He and Rose could make a very happy couple.


    


    Notes: This program contains two commercials about the need for volunteers for the Ground Observer Corps.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino and Carl Fortina.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Charles B. Smith


    Cast: Virginia Gregg, Forrest Lewis, Lou Merrill, Lawrence Dobkin, Frank Gerstle


    


    Show: The Burning Carr Matter


    Show Date: 12/2/1956


    Company: Tri-State Life & Casualty Insurance Company


    Agent: Earle Poorman


    Exp. Acct: $385.26


    


    Synopsis: Earle Poorman calls Johnny, but Johnny is adamant that he is going on vacation to get away from the cold weather in Hartford. Earle is insistent that Johnny comes to work on an arson case in Sarasota. Johnny tells Earle that he has had a rough year and has made reservations for Sarasota and can’t do it…umm, where did you say your branch office was? Sarasota. Florida.


    Johnny travels to Sarasota, Florida and the office of Earle Poorman. Earle tells Johnny that Mike (his wife, Gertrude) will want him to come for dinner. Johnny notes that “poor man” is a misnomer for Earle as they drive out to his “shack” in his “jalopy,” a brand new 1956 Cadillac.


    The house is next to a quiet bayou, with a speedboat at the dock. The “big fat overbearing broad” Earle is married to is a cute petite blond who gives Johnny a strange look. Mike, who is a former dancer, gets Johnny a Martin’s V.V.O. Scotch and soda, and Earle tells him that they will have to wait until Arnold Carr gets back.


    Carr runs the lumberyard business, and his brother Ed just shares the profits. The lumberyard in Orlando is the one that just burned, and a claim for $120,000 has been filed. Mike tells Johnny that Arnold is in Orlando straightening things out.


    Earle tells Johnny that he and Arnold suspect arson. There have been some other small fires in other yards, but no sign of arson has been found. Earle has never met Ed Carr, who lives in Orlando.


    Arnold Carr calls and tells Earle that it was arson to night in Arcadia. The whole yard went up, and he has proof it was arson. “Do not come here, I will come to your place.”


    Johnny and Mike are suspicious that Arnold might be setting the fires. After a 30-minute wait and several calls to the Carr home, Arnold never shows up. Johnny, Mike and Earle drive to Carr’s home and see him through the window. Johnny notes that Arnold looks enough like him to be his brother. When Carr does not answer the door, Johnny looks again and Johnny sees that Arnold is dead. Johnny breaks down the door to find Arnold Carr shot in the forehead. Earle calls the police and Johnny looks the place over. The police arrive and Johnny tells them what had happened. The policeman finds a bullet hole in the window and tells Johnny that he does not need his help and tells them to leave.


    Johnny, Earle and Mike leave, and Johnny tells Earle that he had seen the hole in the window, but the shot came from inside the house, to make it look like it came from outside. Someone was trying to keep Arnold from talking. Earle confirms that Ed Carr will inherit the business and Johnny borrows a car from Earle and drives to Arcadia.


    At the scene of the fire, Johnny trips over an old man sobbing over losing a part of his life. He had helped build up that business. He and Arnie had found a fire last week, and that is why he came here tonight. Arnie had seen a white car pulling away and said, “I knew that he would be involved.” The car was a big Buick and Arnie told him not to tell anyone.


    Johnny tells the man that Arnold is dead, and the man tells Johnny that he knows him, and that Johnny was responsible for setting the fires, and the old man shoots at Johnny. Johnny slaps the old man and takes his gun. The old man, the police officer and Johnny all see a family likeness to Carr.


    Johnny goes to see Lt. Harkness in Orlando, who wants to tell Johnny that his brother is dead. Harkness suddenly sees the difference. Johnny tells him that Ed Carr is the firebug, and a killer. Harkness puts out an APB for Carr, and Johnny drives to Ed’s house.


    Johnny learns from Mrs. Harper, a neighbor, that Ed has parties and girls visit there. Johnny learns that Ed drives a white car. Mrs. Harper tells Johnny about a blond who keeps coming into the house and drives a white car. She dresses like some showgirl. She comes from Sarasota based on the license plate and has green eyes. Johnny realizes that the description is that of Mike Poorman. Johnny calls Earle, and he tells Johnny that Mike is out. She was talking to Betty, they did a sister act, and was gone when Earle came down for breakfast. Johnny drives back to Ed Carr’s house and enters via the backdoor. Johnny suddenly feels a gun in his back and a voice telling Johnny that he owes him $5,000, and Johnny is slugged.


    Johnny wakes up later that night as a woman runs up to Johnny and tells him that Tony hit him for not paying for the Arcadia job. She tells “Eddie” that she was trying to raise money to pay Tony and wonders why he is there. She tells Johnny that he had to kill Arnold.


    Johnny calls her Mike and turns on the light, at which time neither is who they think the other is. Ed Carr arrives and takes Johnny’s gun. The girl tells Ed that Mike had told her that Johnny was coming up there. Ed tells her that he has to get rid of her and Johnny. He is going to call Tony Ricardo and get him to the house. Then he will call the police and kill all of them just before they get there and blame it all on Tony by using Johnny’s gun.


    Ed shoots Betty and Lt. Harkness walks in and shoots Eddie Carr. Mike Poorman comes in and tells Johnny that she had come alone and brought Lt. Harkness there. She knew that Betty and Ed were going together and had not told Earle. Johnny and Mike drive back to Sarasota.


    Remarks: “Betty of course has already paid for her part in the deal. And I guess it is pretty obvious what will happen to Ed Carr and Tony Ricardo. The insurance money and the Carr estate will be distributed according to Florida law. Further


    Remarks: The apparent friction between Earle and Mike was only part of a normal married life. They are really a pretty nice pair. Oh, and I thoroughly enjoyed three days of fishing in the Gulf, thanks to Earle.”


    


    Notes: The date of this program has been changed to 12/2/1956 so that it will align with the air date on the script.


    The program for the next week, 12/9/1956 was preempted for a Jack Benny program.


    This is the first appearance of Earle and Mike Poorman, who end up becoming close friends of Johnny’s.


    This program contains a commercial for the program Jukebox Jury, and a commercial for the United Community campaigns.


    This story is done as The Case of Trouble Matter, broadcast on 8/5/1962, but the location and business and names are changed, but the plot is the same.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Jack Johnstone


    Cast: Virginia Gregg, Parley Baer, Vic Perrin, Bob Bruce, Harry Bartell, Vivi Janiss, Tony Barrett, Junius Matthews


    


    Show: The Rasmusson Matter


    Show Date: 12/16/1956


    Company: Universal Adjustment Bureau


    Agent:


    Exp. Acct: $1,965.00


    


    Synopsis: Hardy, returns Johnny’s call to Mr. Ellis Rasmussen. Johnny instructs Hardy to tell Mr. Rasmussen that he is investigating a matter concerning a member of his own family. Hardy tells Johnny that Mr. Rasmussen will send a car at 6:00.


    Johnny travels to Los Angeles, California and is stonewalled on the case after three days. At 6:00 the chauffeur, Stouffer, arrives for Johnny at his hotel and drives him to the Rasmussen home. Hardy meets Johnny at the door and takes him to see Mr. Rasmussen.


    Mr. Rasmussen asks Hardy for 4 fingers of sour-mash and gets Johnny the same. Johnny tells Mr. Rasmussen about the blanket policies issued on his son by Imperial Rubber. Johnny tells Mr. Rasmussen he is looking for the widow. Mr. Rasmussen does not know where the widow is as he has never met her.


    Johnny is told that his son married her in Elko, Nevada one night and then left for Malaya. The rubber plantation was raided, and now he does not have a son. The widow has never contacted him, and he wants to see her. He lost the best son a man ever had.


    Johnny stays for dinner and hears the story of Ellis Rasmussen and of his son. On the way out, Hardy tells Johnny that everyone wants to meet Mrs. Rasmussen, and they hope he finds her. On the way to the car, Johnny asks Stouffer if Mr. Rasmussen approved of Fred’s marriage. Stouffer tells Johnny that Mr. Rasmussen approved of Fred, and if he loved the girl, that was enough. They were real people.


    Johnny wires Imperial Rubber for information and calls the San Francisco agent to learn that the widow arrived in San Francisco and has disappeared. Johnny rents a car and makes a number of stops to get information on Laura Olsen Rasmussen. Johnny receives the folder from Imperial Rubber, and now has a picture to go on.


    Johnny visits a boarding house and meets her mother. She does not know where Laura is, and she has not been here for 5 years. Johnny receives a list of passengers from the flight and tracks down a Mr. Oberlin who traveled with Laura Rasmussen. He remembers her, she was pretty chummy on the flight, and had not mentioned the death of her husband.


    Johnny is called by Hardy, and Johnny is told that Mr. Rasmussen is dying and they want Johnny to see him. Johnny is afraid to tell him that so far all he knows is that his daughter-in-law is a big fat bum!


    Johnny arrives at the Rasmussen house and the family doctor is there. Johnny talks with Mr. Rasmussen and updates him. Mr. Rasmussen tells Johnny to level with him and tell him what he has found. Johnny tells him that they will find her. Mr. Rasmussen tells Johnny that he wants to see her. Johnny receives a call from officer Daly of the police, and they have Mrs. Rasmussen in the drunk tank. Johnny goes to see officer Daly and tells him that he has a check for Mrs. Rasmussen.


    Johnny makes bail for her and Officer Daly shows Johnny her file, full of petty thefts and aliases. Johnny wires the other agents working on the case and tells them to halt their activities.


    Johnny meets Laura and tells her he got her out of jail for a friend. Johnny buys her coffee and tries to find out about her life since she left Malaya. She tells Johnny that she did not call her father-in-law because she felt that she meant nothing to him. Johnny tells her about the check and takes her to his room to fill out the paperwork. Stouffer calls and Johnny tells him that he has found nothing, and Mr. Rasmussen is waiting for him. Johnny gives her the check and she leaves.


    Johnny checks out and waits in the hotel lobby. Laura Rasmussen spots Johnny and tells him that she read that Mr. Rasmussen is dying. She tells Johnny that she wants to meet Fred’s father and Johnny berates her for waiting.


    She tells Johnny that she loved Fred and had met him at a cocktail lounge. He loved her with no questions asked. She told him of her past, but that did not matter to Fred. They went to Malaya and she learned what it was like to be loved, and then he was killed. She had gone to the Rasmussen house, but was afraid to go in, given her past. She still has her memories of Fred and cannot drink that away.


    Johnny starts to leave and Stouffer arrives. Johnny introduces him to Mrs. Rasmussen, and he is mighty glad to meet her. On the way out to the house, Laura seems to change.


    At the house, she meets Hardy, who is happy to meet her. Upstairs Johnny introduces her to Mr. Rasmussen. He calls her to his side, holds her as she cries and tells her that there is nothing that she has to tell him. She is his daughter, and that is all that needs to be said. Mr. Rasmussen calls for brandy and sour-mash.


    Remarks: “The old man has a few weeks more. Laura is moving into the house with him, to take care of him. She will not be telling him some things about herself, she does not have to. You should have stood there and seen that big arm go around her shoulder when he said ‘you are my daughter.’ Yeah.”


    


    Notes: This is probably one of, if not the most touching and heart-wrenching of all the Johnny Dollar stories.


    This program contains a commercial for CBS News, and a commercial about the benefits of the “Letters Abroad” program.


    The scrip title page credits Lee Willway and Joan Mitchen as “Gals.” Both work for CBS.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: John Dawson


    Cast: Virginia Gregg, Jeanne Tatum, Eric Snowden, Roy Glenn, Will Wright, Frank Nelson, Jack Kruschen


    


    Show: The Missing Mouse Matter


    Show Date: 12/23/1956


    Company: Floyds of England


    Agent: George Reed


    Exp. Acct: $38.20


    


    Synopsis: George Reed calls Johnny and asks if he has heard of Jodiah Gillis, the man who owns most of Rhode Island. George had written a special policy written on an object that has disappeared. George hopes that Johnny is sitting down, as the insured object is a mouse. What!?!


    Johnny cabs to George Reed’s office, and George is concerned about the policy, which is for “one unusually talented grayish-brown mouse.” Floyds will insure almost anything and would not have issued the policy except that Gillis has all of his insurance through Floyds.


    The mouse belongs to a man named Glaser, who is staying with him. The mouse is insured for $5,000. Gillis called last night and asked for the best investigator to be sent out. Gillis threatened to cancel his policies unless Johnny is sent out. George tells Johnny that he can write his own ticket on this case.


    Johnny travels to the Gillis estate in Providence, Rhode Island. Johnny is met at the door by a tall, beautiful girl who is expecting him. She is Marian, Mr. Gillis’ daughter.


    Johnny is taken in to Mr. Gillis who is happy to see him. Bert Glaser is there, he is the Bert in “Bert and his Pals,” a dog act. Gillis tells Johnny that the mouse has been kidnapped, and they know who did it. Bert tells Johnny that Gulliver is worth at least $50,000 because he can sing, he can carry a tune. Johnny is doubtful, but Bert tells Johnny that it is a scientific fact that mice can sing, but Gulliver is a basso, so people can hear him. Bert and Jodiah take Johnny to a playroom where a cage contains two small mice, Hecuba and Esmerelda. They can sing also, but not as well as Gulliver. Bert tells them to sing “over the waves,” and they sing. Johnny is still unconvinced.


    Back in the library Johnny liberally samples the eggnog and learns that Harry McQueen has taken Gulliver. McQueen used to be Bert’s agent, and has been here poking around, and was here long enough to take the mouse. Some children were there for the rehearsal for Bert’s program, and McQueen could have taken him. McQueen was kicked out, and that is when the mouse was discovered missing.


    Johnny calls George Reed, and asks him to find McQueen’s home phone number. While Johnny is on the phone, he tells George that there is a big yellow cat there with a grayish-brown mouse between his front paws.


    Johnny manages to get the mouse away from the cat just as Marian walks in. She tells Johnny that Rama the cat was out during rehearsal so the corpse could be Gulliver. Johnny promises not to say anything until after Christmas. The next morning Johnny has breakfast and gets a call from Harry McQueen, and Johnny asks him about a missing mouse. McQueen tells Johnny that he has taken towels from hotels, but he has never taken a mouse.


    McQueen tells Johnny that he was there to see Gillis about putting some of his people on the Christmas show. McQueen vowed a long time ago never to handle children, belly-dancers or animals. McQueen also tells Johnny that Bert Glaser does not have a dog act but is a topnotch ventriloquist.


    Johnny goes out for a walk and thinks that Bert is running a con when he is hit by a snowball thrown by Marian. Johnny tells her that Rama probably got an ordinary mouse. Marian sees a boy on the front porch. When she calls to him, he runs away.


    Johnny looks through the house and finds a leg clamp. The doorbell rings, and the boy is back. He had been there to see the show and Johnny asks him in. Bobby is almost eleven and is not impressed with all this Christmas stuff, especially the presents. He and his mom get along OK without all the gifts. Bobby had followed a dog to the Gillis house and was invited in to see the show. He cannot have any pets where he is living now. Bobby tells Johnny that he had taken the mouse from the cage and decided to give the mouse back. Johnny tells him that Bobby has to give the mouse back himself.


    Johnny, Marian and Bobby cab to the children’s hospital and give the mouse back to Jodiah. Johnny asks Bert if Gulliver will sing, and Johnny tells him that he never sang for Bobby. Bert tells him that he did not sing because he was never asked to. Bert goes on stage with Gulliver. Bert leaves Gulliver on stage alone, and Gulliver sings Jingle Bells.


    Bert tells Johnny that he would not believe that mice could really sing if Johnny knew Bert was a ventriloquist.


    As for my separate and additional fee, as agreed upon before I took this matter, well there is a boy named Bobby Neves who lives on Skully Avenue over in Providence, see that he gets it.


    


    Notes: Bob Bailey tells Dan Cubberly that “I just do not want to pass up the opportunity to do two things. First, well, Pam and Eric and Fran, Mr. and Mrs. Frolich, Helen Wills, Scotty, oh all the rest of you nice people who have written in to tell us how much you like the program. Thanks. I really appreciate hearing from you, and believe me, I will answer your letters as quickly as I can. Second, well, I am sure that you know what this is, and I want you to know that is comes from the heart. Merry Christmas to you. God Bless.”


    This is the first appearance of George Reed, and the insurance company Floyds of England.


    This program contains a commercial for the Robert Q. Lewis program.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Charles B. Smith


    Cast: Mary Jane Croft, Howard McNear, Parley Baer, G. Stanley Jones, Bill James, Lawrence Dobkin, Richard Beals


    


    Show: The Squared Circle Matter


    Show Date: 12/30/1956


    Company: Eastern Allied Casualty Insurance Company


    Agent: Paul Kendrick


    Exp. Acct: $491.20


    


    Synopsis: Paul Kendrick calls and Johnny asks if he has seen any good fights lately. Paul asks if Johnny remembers Al Coronado, and Johnny tells Paul that he lost $20 on Coronado. Paul tells Johnny to come over, as Eastern may lose $50,000 on him.


    Johnny cabs to Paul Kendrick’s office and finds him pacing the floor in his cubicle, worried about murder. Paul recounts how he and Johnny had followed the career of Al Coronado, and how Al used to have the quickest reflexes around. There is something wrong now. His manager took out an annuity for $50,000 and is trying to kill him. Paul wants Johnny to go to Joplin and watch Coronado fight. Paul has a hunch and wants somebody who knows Al to watch him.


    Johnny travels to Joplin, Missouri and picks up a copy of the policy. Johnny then calls Paul and tells him that Ricky Malone had taken out the policy and paid the premiums, but the beneficiary is Frankie Fortina. Paul has been looking for Fortina but cannot find him. Johnny naps and then goes to the arena in Mt. Elba to watch the fight. The opponent in the main fight was a rank amateur. Frankie looked normal at first, but then Johnny noticed that Al was not connecting with his punches and Al almost misses his stool at the end of the round.


    Al goes down for the count after a slight slap on the face and is hurried out of the arena. Johnny goes to the dressing room and Ricky Malone the manager will not let Johnny in to see Al. Johnny forces his way in and slugs Malone. Johnny talks to Al and realizes that Al is not well. Johnny tries to take him out and is slugged by Malone.


    When Johnny comes to, the room is empty and Johnny goes to his hotel to call Paul. Johnny tells Paul that Al must have some sort of brain injury and that Malone is forcing him to fight.


    Paul has a rundown on Fortina, and he owns Al Coronado. Al has not done well lately, and the only way Frankie will make any money is to kill him off.


    Johnny goes to police headquarters and Sgt. Danny Ruskin tells Johnny that Malone and Al checked out this morning and flew to Monterrey, Mexico. Danny tells Johnny to look up Sgt. Romilio Garcia when he gets there, and to mention his name.


    Johnny flies to Mexico via El Paso and goes to the policia, but Garcia is not there, he is at the fights. Johnny goes to the arena and has Garcia paged. Sgt. Garcia is upset at being taken away from the fights, but when Johnny mentions Danny, Sgt. Garcia changes his attitude and tells Johnny that Al Coronado is fighting tomorrow and he will lose. The opponent is “El Toro Negro” who weighs 240 lbs. against Al Coronado’s 181. El Toro is a killer and has thrown three men out of the ring. Johnny tells Sgt. Garcia about the last fight and who he is. Sgt. Garcia agrees to help Johnny find Al.


    Johnny goes to his hotel and discovers that he is right next door to Al. Johnny talks to Al and he tells Johnny that he has insurance and will retire soon. Johnny notices a bottle of aspirin, and Al tells Johnny that he has been having headaches lately. Johnny tells Al that he has a brain injury and will get killed if he gets hit.


    Johnny calls Sgt. Garcia and tells him to bring a doctor to the hotel. Frankie Fortina comes in and tells Johnny to hang up. Malone had called him in Joplin and they have checked up on Johnny. Frankie tells Johnny that he will be dead before Sgt. Garcia gets there.


    Frankie tells Johnny that he has never been in Mexico, as his tourist card has a different name on it. Frankie tells Malone that Johnny has to have an accident, and that he has been stalling with Al. Frankie tells Malone that he will be taken care of after he takes care of Johnny.


    Frankie tells Malone that he is to kill Al as well. The scene will look like a fight and all three will be killed. Malone agrees to kill Johnny and Johnny fights with him until Malone goes out the window. Johnny goes after Fortina, but Al had hit him with a clean left hook. Sgt. Garcia comes in and he wonders why Johnny thinks Al Coronado has lost his punch.


    Johnny recommends that the company make some adjustment to the policy so that Al Coronado can start collecting immediately, as they never should have issued the policy.


    


    Notes: Incidentals included a sport shirt loud enough to startle the entire state of Arizona, razor blades and a new toothbrush, and $3 for flowers for the stewardess who found him a bottle of champagne. Not very egregious by my account.


    Johnny makes reference to Paul working in a cubicle. That is kind of Dilbertesque!


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Jack Johnstone


    Cast: Harry Bartell, Herb Ellis, Vic Perrin, Jack Kruschen, Les Tremayne, Lawrence Dobkin


    


    Show: The Ellen Dear Matter


    Show Date: 1/6/1957


    Company: Western Maritime & Property


    Agent: Arthur Arthur


    Exp. Acct: $453.95


    


    Synopsis: Pat McCracken calls about the sleek lovely Ellen Dear. She is loaded with $325,000 in jewels. Johnny is interested until he finds out that she is a boat. Pat wants Johnny to find out what is going on.


    Johnny cabs to Pat’s office and Pat is not smiling. Johnny is to bill Western Maritime & Property. Pat tells Johnny about Randolph Burrman, who everyone thinks is a crook, but seems to handle some of the finest jewels in the world. He is involved with the Betanhouse collection out of Hungary. A man in Mexico sold the collection to Burrman.


    The boat is a 72-ft. motor-cruiser, and Burrman was sailing in the pacific. When Burrman heard about the jewels, he bought them. He had Western Maritime insure the jewels after he had them appraised by a gemologist named Jacques Giampiere in Guadalajara. So far there is no problem, but there have been incidents in the past, but Burrman got out of them. Western is worried and Johnny is to watch the jewels until they get to the states. The boat is in Mazatlan undergoing some engine work.


    Johnny flies to Los Angeles, California where he is paged in the airport. Johnny goes to the PanAm desk and meets Arthur Arthur, the local Western Maritime agent, and Jacques Giampiere who had appraised the Betanhouse collection in Mexico. Giampiere has bad news.


    He had tried to buy pieces of the collection and knows all of the stones. While in Mexico Giampiere watched a friend, Garcia Hernandez, work on a mount for a stone from the Betanhouse collection, the Calabar diamond. He is sure of the identity of the stone. Arthur thinks that maybe the jewels are not on the boat. Burrman is now on his way to Los Angeles, but Arthur is not sure where he will dock.


    Johnny and Arthur drive to Burrman’s office and Johnny notices a vault in the wall of the office. Johnny meets Mr. Corello and he gives Arthur a revision to the policy to exclude the Calabar Diamond, which has been sold. Corello tells Johnny that the boat is due in San Pedro tonight, and Johnny arranges to go with Corello to meet the boat. The phone rings and Corello learns that the Ellen Dear has sunk in 600 feet of water.


    Johnny cabs to Coast Guard headquarters and meets Capt. Barney Thorson. Capt. Thorson tells Johnny that the passengers have been rescued and brought to the Coast Guard station. They had received a call and the boat was sinking when they got there. The engine was too big and had broken loose and destroyed the boat. There was a big safe on board and the owner was crying like a baby over the loss. The only thing Burrman saved was two hats, a fishing rod, some nylons and a hat box. Johnny is told that the Burrman’s are staying at the Beverly Wilshire hotel.


    Johnny calls the police in Mazatlan to make sure the jewels were on board when they left. Johnny then cabs back to Burrman’s office and the Burrmans have not been there, but they are due in soon, and have asked for claim forms to be brought in.


    Johnny gets a wild idea about something that happened when the Andrea Doria sank, the passengers were brought in without going through customs. Johnny wonders that if he could think of it, maybe Burrman could too.


    Johnny calls Capt. Thorson who tells Johnny that the Burrman’s did not go through customs. Johnny calls Arthur and tells him to get to Burrman’s office to make sure that Burrman does not bring in the jewels, and to keep him there as long as possible.


    Johnny goes to the hotel and watches Burrman leave, and then goes to his suite on the 9th floor. Vi Burrman opens the door, and she tells Johnny to leave, as Randy does not want anyone in the apartment. Johnny tells her that Garcia Hernandez sent him and she lets Johnny in.


    Johnny tells her that Randy had sold Hernandez the wrong stone, and she tells Johnny that Randy gave Hernandez the diamond so he could make a legitimate looking change to the policy. Johnny tells her that he has to switch the diamonds when Randy gets there. Johnny tells her about the other diamonds in the hatbox and she asks if Johnny had read about the Andrea Doria just like Randy did.


    Vi starts to wise up and Johnny forces his way into the apartment to search it and threatens to call the police if she continues to scream. Vi tells Johnny the jewels are in the closet and Johnny gets them. There is a knock at the door and Burrman tells Vi to open it.


    Johnny opens the door and tells Burrman who he is and why he is there. Burrman pulls a gun and threatens to kill Johnny and Vi, “that dizzy blonde.” Vi runs out with a bottle and hits Burrman with it as he tries to shoot her. “Remarks: By way of getting off as easily as possible, Vi sang like a canary and incidentally cleared up a couple of other of his shady deals. Result, by the time his prison term runs out, he’ll be too long dead to collect the insurance on his yacht.”


    


    Notes: The Star of Capetown diamond and the Kamandu Emerald are mentioned in the story. The Star of Capetown was featured in the five-part program The Star of Capetown Matter, broadcast on 7/16 through 7/20/1956.


    This is an AFRTS program that contains a story about the economies of democratic countries.


    $245 was spent for a couple of days of relaxation in the California sun. Now that is padding the expense account!


    The Andrea Doria was an Italian ocean liner built in Genoa and launched in 1951. On Wednesday, July 25th 1956 she collided with the MV


    Stockholm near Nantucket, Massachusetts and 46 passengers and 5 crewmen were killed.


    This story was used for an audition program for potential sponsors. See the Auditions in Volume III.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Jack Johnstone


    Cast: Virginia Gregg, Lawrence Dobkin, Howard McNear, Jay Novello, Jack Edwards, Barney Phillips, Raymond Burr


    


    Show: The Desalles Matter


    Show Date: 1/13/1957


    Company: Continental Insurance & Trust Company


    Agent: Hillary Fuchs


    Exp. Acct: $416.00


    


    Synopsis: Hillary Fuchs calls Johnny and asks how his time is? Hillary has a claim for a $100,000 straight life policy he wants investigated. He is afraid that they will be taken this time.


    Johnny notes that everyone has heard of Dave Desalles, the industrialist. Johnny meets with Hillary Fuchs in his office and has two drinks with Hillary who tells Johnny that he is not going to give $100,000 to anyone.


    Desalles drowned four days ago on the west coast. The policy is designed for people with big money who look at it for the accident-double-indemnity features. Desalles bought one of these policies three months ago, and now he is dead. Hillary is not sure that it was an accident, and the widow has filed a claim. The inquest in San Medio was inconclusive, as was the police investigation. Bert Kenyon was assigned to the case and has recommended paying the claim. Johnny is to go out and reinvestigate the accident.


    Johnny flies to Los Angeles, California and meets Bert in the airport. Johnny muses over having worked with Bert before on the San Antonio case in New Orleans, and how he seems nervous now.


    Bert and Johnny drive to the hotel and Johnny tells Bert that Hillary does not like the report he submitted. Bert tells Johnny that the widow is worth $8 million, and that Desalles had bought the policy at the racetrack because his agent had given him a tip on a horse. Bert is insistent that the widow does not need the money and is nervous about why Johnny was sent out to help him. Johnny gets a room in San Medio, and goes over the reports and meets with Mrs. Desalles who tells Johnny that she and her husband were on their boat having drinks with friends, and Dave had gone up for some air. A Mr. Burke came looking for Dave and was told he was on the deck. They went up to find Dave’s hat floating in the water. They looked around and found Dave’s body in the water. They tried artificial respiration, but to no avail.


    Back in his room, Johnny is visited by Bert while reading the reports and Johnny tells Bert that the wife had help killing Desalles, as Desalles was an ex channel-swimmer and could have easily made it to shore. And why did he not yell? And suppose that the bruises on his head were there before he was in the water.


    Johnny suggests getting and exhumation and Bert tells Johnny that Mrs. Desalles offered him the $100,000 to let the case go. Bert tells Johnny that Desalles means nothing to them, and Bert offers to split the money with Johnny. Bert pulls his gun and slugs Johnny. Johnny tries to get up but can only watch Bert leave before he faints.


    Johnny slowly wakes up and thinks about Bert and how there is no way that he will collect the money. There is a knock at the door and two men are there. One is named Blair and the other is Sgt. LaFreeda. They ask Johnny why he is in town and if the has a license for his gun.


    Johnny tells him who he is and about the case he is working on. They ask where Bert is and Johnny tells them that he had last seen Bert last a couple hours ago. Blair asks Johnny what is new on the case? They think that Johnny is there because there is something new on the case. They tell Johnny that Bert is dead and they go to the site of Bert’s killing.


    Blair asks a witness name Posey if he has ever seen Johnny, and he tells Blair that he has not, and then Blair and Johnny drive off. Blair tells Johnny that Posey heard shots and then saw Bert staggering in the road. Johnny tells Blair that he and Bert have not been friends for three hours.


    Johnny buys coffee for Lt. George Blair who apologizes for being so hard on him in his room. Lt. Blair asks Johnny for help. He tells Johnny that his deputies are incompetent and had messed up the crime scene by hitting Desalles head on the dock while they were recovering the body.


    Lt. Blair is sure that Desalles was murdered. The coroner runs a drug store and would tell you, with enough scotch, that a man was dead. Bert Kenyon’s going along with the coroner’s report confuses Lt. Blair. Johnny tells him that Bert had sold out and about the covered-over reports which Johnny was sent out to look into.


    Johnny and Lt. Blair drive to the Desalles home and tell the butler to tell Mrs. Desalles that the police are there. Sgt. LaFreeda is there and he is upset that Johnny is giving assistance in the case, so Lt. Blair sends him home.


    Lt. Blair gives Johnny his gun and tells Johnny that Tom was the first one there on the night of the killing. Lt. Blair and Johnny walk into Mrs. Desalles bedroom to find her crying and beaten up.


    She tells them that Tom beat her and had helped her get rid of her husband. He beat her because he did not want her to talk to anyone.


    Tom comes back in and opens fire on Lt. Blair and Johnny, but Johnny gets him. Lt. Blair tells Johnny that he thinks that all the “knickknacks” in the Desalles home were an enticement to Tom.


    Johnny calls Hillary and tells him of the events, buys flowers for Bert and has a drink with George Blair.


    


    Notes: This is an AFRTS program that contains a story about the origins of democracy.


    Hillary Fuchs was also the agent in The Tears of Night Matter.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Amerigo Marino.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: John Dawson


    Cast: Virginia Gregg, Harry Bartell, John Stephenson, Will Wright, James McCallion, Ben Wright


    


    Show: The Blooming Blossom Matter


    Show Date: 1/20/1957


    Company: Inter-Allied Insurance Company


    Agent: Paul Brannon


    Exp. Acct: $61.55


    


    Synopsis: Paul Brannon calls and tells Johnny that he has troubles. Alfred W. Winkler has disappeared with an emerald worth $100,000. Well? Sure. Johnny cabs to Paul Brennan’s office and is told that Winkler was a partner in a New York jewelry firm. They got a hold of a stone called the Green Eye of Calcutta, it is big enough to choke a horse. The stone is insured for $100,000 and Winkler is insured for $10,000. Winkler took the stone home to work on in preparation for a show in Chicago.


    His partner tried to call him on Sunday, but there was no answer. He went to the office but the stone and Winkler were not there. The police called him while he was there and they are looking for Winkler too. The apartment manager had called them after the maid found Winkler’s apartment ransacked. Sgt. Randy Singer has been assigned to the case.


    Johnny returns home to pack and is called by Wilbert McKenworthy Blossom, who is pleased that he will be working with Johnny. Blossom follows all of Johnny’s cases on the radio and the newspapers and is Johnny’s biggest fan. He is calling about Winkler and Blossom will be waiting for Johnny in New York at 875 East 73rd street.


    Johnny travels to New York City and the brownstone home of Mr. Blossom who is expecting Johnny. The inside of the home is filled with Victorian furniture, old books and all sort of old junk, “you never can tell when you might need something” Johnny is told. Interspersed among the junk are priceless art works. Blossom tells Johnny that he bought them all at auction sales, he cannot resist a bargain.


    Blossom tells Johnny that he knows Winkler very well and has seen him at his office. Blossom tells Johnny that he was going to go to an auction on Saturday but did not feel well and stayed home. A friend sent him something from the auction that will solve the case for Johnny. The item is an old trunk. Blossom tells Johnny he wanted to call the police but called Johnny instead.


    Johnny opens the trunk, finds a body inside, and calls Randy Singer. Randy arrives with the lab crew and interrogates Blossom to get the names of the friends who were going to the auction with him.


    Johnny cabs to the apartment of Elwood Bluett, the partner of Winkler. Elwood tells Johnny that Winkler often took jewels home with him as he felt it was safer. Bluett tells Johnny that Mr. Blossom was in the office often looking at the jewelry, but he never bought any. Blossom was last there on Friday and insisted on seeing the emerald.


    Johnny calls Randy and is told that nothing has turned up with Blossom’s friends who went to the auction. Johnny tells Randy he is going to the Winkler house, and wants a picture of the trunk, and wants Blossom watched. Johnny goes to Winkler’s apartment and the officer guarding the house tells Johnny that Randy is on the phone. Randy tells Johnny that someone has attacked Blossom and beaten him.


    Johnny cabs to 18th Precinct headquarters and meets with Randy, who tells Johnny about Blossom getting beaten. Johnny gets the picture of the trunk and the names of the friends from Randy. Johnny wonders who killed Winkler and then shipped the body to Blossom.


    Johnny cabs to the offices of the railroad in New Jersey and talks to a Mr. McKenny about their auctions of unclaimed baggage. McKenny remembers the auction and Johnny shows him the names on the list, but none had been there. McKenny remembers selling the trunk to a man named Albert Winkler. Johnny cabs back to Randy’s office and learns that the prints from Blossom’s attack belong to a “Carlo Bernasconi,” who was in on a hijacking a couple years ago and drove the truck. He is being held, and Randy is sure that he killed Winkler and beat up Blossom.


    Johnny calls McKenny who gives a detailed description of the man he sold the trunk to. Johnny and Randy talk to Bernasconi, and they learn that he delivered a trunk for Winkler and gives him a description, but he never saw Blossom, and just left the trunk in the lobby. He heard about the missing stone and went back to Blossom’s to look for the rock but was scared off by a prowl car.


    Johnny cabs back to Blossom and tells him that he can help him. Johnny reviews the facts with him, about the house full of junk and fine things, and that Johnny was told that Blossom would do anything to own the emerald. Blossom had reached the same conclusion. When Blossom learned that Inter-Allied was involved, it would be smart for the killer to bring Johnny in as a cover-up, wouldn’t it?


    Johnny tells Blossom that the body was packed in old newspapers, the kind the house is full of. Johnny tells him that Winkler was a small man, but the man that bought the trunk and ordered it delivered had thick old-fashioned glasses and Blossom’s build. Blossom goes to a box and gives Johnny the emerald. Blossom would have bought the stone if Winkler would have sold it at a bargain price.


    “Why? Just this overpowering passion to have things? Maybe, or maybe it was a reaction, a desperate attempt to some way, any way break from a lifetime of lonely, dull, drab loneliness. I dunno, and I’m sorry for, well, the funny little old character who turned killer.”


    


    Notes: This is an AFRTS program that contains a story about democracy.


    This is the first time where the publication of Johnny Dollar’s cases is mentioned.


    Dan Cubberly is the announcer.


    Music supervision is by Jerry Goldsmith.


    


    Producer: Jack Johnstone


    Writer: Jack Johnstone


    Cast: Howard McNear, Herb Ellis, Herb Vigran, Junius Matthews, Herb Butterfield, Frank Gerstle, Johnny Jacobs


    


    Show: The Mad Hatter Matter


    Show Date: 1/27/1957


    Company: Floyds of England


    Agent: George Reed


    Exp. Acct: $870.40


    


    Synopsis: George Reed calls with a riddle and a blond photographer’s model. The model married the former owner of the Preen Hat Company, but she has disappeared and took nothing with her. The riddle is whether Preen told the truth or not about her disappearance.


    Johnny cabs to George
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