
Table of Contents

Savanna Amigurumi: 10 Knitted Animal Patterns

Table of Contents

Introduction

Materials and Tools

Basic Knitting Techniques

Tips for Successful Amigurumi

1. Lion

2. Elephant

3. Giraffe

4. Zebra

5. Hippopotamus

6. Crocodile

7. Monkey

8. Rhino

9. Ostrich

10. Meerkat


Savanna Amigurumi: 10 Knitted Animal Patterns

A Complete Guide to Creating Adorable African Safari Animals
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Important Notice
The images in this book are for illustrative purposes only and are intended for inspiration. Results may vary depending on the materials used, skill level, and individual techniques. 
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Introduction
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Welcome to the wonderful world of Savanna Amigurumi! This comprehensive guide will take you on a journey through the African savanna, creating ten adorable knitted animals that capture the spirit and charm of these magnificent creatures.

Amigurumi, the Japanese art of knitting or crocheting small stuffed creatures, has captured hearts worldwide. In this book, we focus on knitted amigurumi, using traditional knitting techniques to create three-dimensional animals that are perfect for gifts, decorations, or simply the joy of creating.

Each pattern in this collection has been carefully designed to be both approachable for beginners and satisfying for experienced knitters. The animals range from the majestic lion to the playful meerkat, each with its own personality and charm.

Whether you're new to amigurumi or looking to expand your menagerie, these patterns will provide hours of enjoyable knitting and result in a collection of beautiful handmade animals that celebrate the diversity of African wildlife.
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Materials and Tools
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Essential Materials

Yarn:

	Weight: DK weight (3) or worsted weight (4) yarn works best for amigurumi 

	Fiber: Cotton or cotton blends are ideal for their durability and washability 

	Colors needed for this collection: 	Golden yellow/tan (lion, giraffe) 

	Gray (elephant, rhino) 

	Brown (various shades for multiple animals) 

	Black and white (zebra, details) 

	Green (crocodile) 

	Pink/gray (hippo) 

	Orange/rust (monkey accents) 

	Small amounts of black, white, and pink for details 




Stuffing:

	Polyester fiberfill stuffing 

	Wool stuffing (alternative option) 

	Rice or plastic pellets for weighted bases (optional) 


Tools Required

Knitting Needles:

	Double-pointed needles (DPNs) in sizes US 4-6 (3.5-4.0mm) 

	Circular needles 16" (40cm) in same sizes for larger pieces 

	Cable needle (for cables, if used) 


Additional Tools:

	Tapestry needles for sewing 

	Stitch markers 

	Row counter 

	Scissors 

	Measuring tape 

	Safety pins 

	Crochet hook (for picking up dropped stitches) 


Optional Embellishments

	Safety eyes (various sizes: 6mm-12mm) 

	Embroidery floss for facial features 

	Small buttons 

	Ribbon for accessories 

	Felt for inner mouth details 
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Basic Knitting Techniques
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Essential Stitches

Knit Stitch (k): The foundation of all knitting. Insert right needle through front of stitch, wrap yarn, and pull through.

Purl Stitch (p): Insert needle through front from right to left, wrap yarn counterclockwise, pull through.

Knit Front and Back (kfb): An increase stitch. Knit into front of stitch, then knit into back of same stitch before sliding off needle.

Knit Two Together (k2tog): A decrease stitch. Insert needle through two stitches and knit them as one.

Slip Slip Knit (ssk): Another decrease. Slip two stitches knitwise, insert left needle through fronts, knit together.

Amigurumi-Specific Techniques

Knitting in the Round: Most amigurumi is knitted seamlessly in the round using double-pointed needles or circular needles.

Invisible Decrease:

	Insert needle through front loops only of next 2 stitches 

	Knit these together 

	Creates a neater decrease line 


Invisible Increase:

	Knit into the stitch below the next stitch 

	Then knit the next stitch normally 

	Less visible than kfb increases 


Backward Loop Cast On: Used for adding stitches in the middle of rounds:

	Make a loop with working yarn 

	Place on needle 

	Tighten slightly 


Color Work Basics

Intarsia Method: For blocks of color, twist yarns when changing colors to prevent holes.

Fair Isle/Stranded Method: For small patterns, carry non-working yarn behind work, catching every few stitches.

Duplicate Stitch: Embroidery technique for adding small color details after knitting is complete.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Tips for Successful Amigurumi
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Planning Your Project

Gauge Considerations:

	Knit tighter than usual for amigurumi to prevent stuffing from showing 

	Your gauge should create a firm, dense fabric 

	Test with your chosen yarn before starting main project 


Reading Patterns:

	Rounds are typically numbered 

	Stitch counts are given in parentheses 

	Pattern repeats are shown in brackets 

	Always count your stitches at the end of each round 


Construction Techniques

Stuffing Tips:

	Stuff firmly but not so tight that stitches distort 

	Add stuffing gradually as you knit 

	Use a chopstick or knitting needle to push stuffing into corners 

	Leave neck areas less stuffed for easier sewing 


Assembly Guidelines:

	Pin pieces before sewing for best positioning 

	Use matching yarn for invisible seams 

	Weave in ends securely - they may show if loose 

	Take photos during assembly to remember piece placement 


Shaping Techniques:

	Use short rows for dimensional shaping 

	Block pieces lightly before assembly if needed 

	Steam lightly to set shape (test on gauge swatch first) 


Troubleshooting Common Issues

Holes in Fabric:

	Tighten your knitting tension 

	Use a smaller needle size 

	Check for dropped stitches 


Uneven Stuffing:

	Add small amounts at a time 

	Distribute evenly with tool 

	Don't overstuff - it stretches stitches 


Wonky Shape:

	Count stitches regularly 

	Use stitch markers for key points 

	Block pieces if necessary 
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1. Lion
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Materials: Golden yellow DK yarn (100g), rust yarn (50g), brown yarn (25g), stuffing, safety eyes Size: 8 inches tall

Body

Cast on 8 stitches, divide onto 3 DPNs 

Round 1: Kfb in each stitch (16 sts) 

Round 2: K1, kfb repeat around (24 sts) 

Round 3: K2, kfb repeat around (32 sts) 

Round 4: K3, kfb repeat around (40 sts) 

Rounds 5-15: Knit all stitches 

Round 16: K3, k2tog repeat around (32 sts) 

Round 17: K2, k2tog repeat around (24 sts) Stuff body 

Round 18: K1, k2tog repeat around (16 sts) 

Round 19: K2tog around (8 sts) Cut yarn, pull tight.

Head

Cast on 6 stitches, divide onto 3 DPNs 

Round 1: Kfb in each stitch (12 sts) 

Round 2: K1, kfb repeat around (18 sts) 

Round 3: K2, kfb repeat around (24 sts) 

Round 4: K3, kfb repeat around (30 sts) 

Round 5: K4, kfb repeat around (36 sts) 

Rounds 6-14: Knit all stitches 

Round 15: K4, k2tog repeat around (30 sts) 

Round 16: K3, k2tog repeat around (24 sts) Insert eyes, stuff head 

Round 17: K2, k2tog repeat around (18 sts) 

Round 18: K1, k2tog repeat around (12 sts) 

Round 19: K2tog around (6 sts) Cut yarn, pull tight.

Mane (Make 2)

Cast on 40 stitches with rust yarn Row 1: Knit Row 2: Purl Row 3: K1, yo, k1 in same stitch repeat Rows 4-8: Stockinette stitch Row 9: K3tog across Bind off.

Legs (Make 4)

Cast on 12 stitches Rounds 1-6: Knit 

Round 7: K1, kfb repeat around (18 sts) 

Rounds 8-12: Knit 

Round 13: K1, k2tog repeat around (12 sts) Stuff, k2tog around (6 sts), cut yarn.

Assembly

Sew head to body, attach mane, sew on legs and tail. Embroider features.
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2. Elephant
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Materials: Gray DK yarn (150g), pink yarn (25g), white yarn, stuffing, safety eyes Size: 9 inches tall

Body

Cast on 8 stitches Round 1: Kfb in each stitch (16 sts) 

Round 2: K1, kfb repeat around (24 sts) 

Round 3: K2, kfb repeat around (32 sts) 

Round 4: K3, kfb repeat around (40 sts) 

Round 5: K4, kfb repeat around (48 sts) 

Rounds 6-18: Knit 

Round 19: K4, k2tog repeat around (40 sts) 

Round 20: K3, k2tog repeat around (32 sts) 

Round 21: K2, k2tog repeat around (24 sts) Stuff body 

Round 22: K1, k2tog repeat around (16 sts) 

Round 23: K2tog around (8 sts) Cut yarn.

Head

Cast on 6 stitches Round 1: Kfb in each stitch (12 sts) 

Round 2: K1, kfb repeat around (18 sts) 

Round 3: K2, kfb repeat around (24 sts) 

Round 4: K3, kfb repeat around (30 sts) 

Round 5: K4, kfb repeat around (36 sts) 

Round 6: K5, kfb repeat around (42 sts) 

Rounds 7-16: Knit 

Round 17: K5, k2tog repeat around (36 sts) 

Round 18: K4, k2tog repeat around (30 sts) 

Round 19: K3, k2tog repeat around (24 sts) 

Round 20: K2, k2tog repeat around (18 sts) Insert eyes, stuff 

Round 21: K1, k2tog repeat around (12 sts) 

Round 22: K2tog around (6 sts)

Trunk

Cast on 12 stitches Rounds 1-8: Knit Round 9: K4, k2tog repeat around (10 sts) 

Rounds 10-16: Knit 

Round 17: K3, k2tog repeat around (8 sts) 

Rounds 18-24: Knit 

Round 25: K2, k2tog repeat around (6 sts) 

Rounds 26-30: Knit Stuff lightly, cut yarn.

Ears (Make 2)

Cast on 20 stitches Rows 1-12: Stockinette stitch Row 13: Decrease at each end Continue decreasing until 6 sts remain.

Legs (Make 4)

Cast on 16 stitches Rounds 1-8: Knit Round 9: K2, kfb repeat around (21 sts) Rounds 10-16: Knit Decrease rounds, stuff, finish.

Assembly
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