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Arrow is an American television series, developed by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim and Andrew Kreisberg, based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow. The series premiered in the United States on October 10, 2012 for The CW television network. The first four seasons have been released on DVD to Regions 1, 2 and 4 and on Blu-ray to Regions A and B.

Arrow follows billionaire playboy Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), who, after five years of being stranded on a hostile island, returns home to his mother, Moira Queen (Susanna Thompson) and sister, Thea Queen (Willa Holland) and becomes a bow and arrow-wielding vigilante. He is initially aided by his friends, John Diggle (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]), and later aspiring vigilantes Roy Harper (Colton Haynes), Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh), Curtis Holt[image: External link] (Echo Kellum), Rene Ramirez[image: External link] (Rick Gonzalez), Evelyn Sharp[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin), Rory Regan (Joe Dinicol), and Dinah Drake[image: External link] (Juliana Harkavy) join them. In addition, Queen's team receives help from the Lance family; Laurel (Katie Cassidy), Sara (Caity Lotz), and Quentin (Paul Blackthorne), sharing the goal of bringing justice to Starling City (later Star City). The series also featured flashbacks in most episodes in the first five seasons to the time Queen was missing, and how his experiences there shaped him into the man who returned home to fight crime.

The fifth season debuted on October 5, 2016,[1] and on January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a sixth season.[2] As of May 24, 2017, 115 episodes of Arrow have aired, concluding the fifth season.
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 Series overview





	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewers

(in millions)



	
	1
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	130
	3.68[3]



	
	2
	23
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014
	128
	3.28[4]



	
	3
	23
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	135
	3.52[5]



	
	4
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	145
	2.90[6]



	
	5
	23
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017
	147
	2.21[7]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Episodes
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 Season 1 (2012–13)



Main article: Arrow (season 1)



	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	David Nutter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	October 10, 2012
	296818
	4.14[8]



	2
	2
	"Honor Thy Father"
	David Barrett[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	October 17, 2012
	2J7302
	3.55[9]



	3
	3
	"Lone Gunmen"
	Guy Bee
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Andrew Kreisberg
	October 24, 2012
	2J7303
	3.51[10]



	4
	4
	"An Innocent Man"
	Vince Misiano[image: External link]
	Moira Kirland & Lana Cho
	October 31, 2012
	2J7304
	3.05[11]



	5
	5
	"Damaged"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski[image: External link]
	November 7, 2012
	2J7305
	3.75[12]



	6
	6
	"Legacies"
	John Behring
	Moira Kirland & Marc Guggenheim
	November 14, 2012
	2J7306
	3.83[13]



	7
	7
	"Muse of Fire"
	David Grossman
	Story by : Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Geoff Johns & Marc Guggenheim
	November 28, 2012
	2J7307
	3.74[14]



	8
	8
	"Vendetta"
	Ken Fink
	Beth Schwartz[image: External link] & Andrew Kreisberg
	December 5, 2012
	2J7308
	3.35[15]



	9
	9
	"Year's End"
	John Dahl
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	December 12, 2012
	2J7309
	3.11[16]



	10
	10
	"Burned"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Moira Kirland & Ben Sokolowski
	January 16, 2013
	2J7310
	3.06[17]



	11
	11
	"Trust But Verify"
	Nick Copus
	Gabrielle Stanton
	January 23, 2013
	2J7311
	3.14[18]



	12
	12
	"Vertigo"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski
	January 30, 2013
	2J7312
	2.97[19]



	13
	13
	"Betrayal"
	Guy Bee
	Lana Cho & Beth Schwartz
	February 6, 2013
	2J7313
	2.96[20]



	14
	14
	"The Odyssey"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	February 13, 2013
	2J7314
	3.29[21]



	15
	15
	"Dodger"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Beth Schwartz
	February 20, 2013
	2J7315
	3.15[22]



	16
	16
	"Dead to Rights"
	Glen Winter
	Geoff Johns
	February 27, 2013
	2J7316
	3.17[23]



	17
	17
	"The Huntress Returns"
	Guy Bee
	Jake Coburn & Lana Cho
	March 20, 2013
	2J7317
	3.02[24]



	18
	18
	"Salvation"
	Nick Copus
	Drew Z. Greenberg & Wendy Mericle
	March 27, 2013
	2J7318
	2.65[25]



	19
	19
	"Unfinished Business"
	Michael Offer
	Bryan Q. Miller & Lindsey Allen
	April 3, 2013
	2J7319
	2.92[26]



	20
	20
	"Home Invasion"
	Ken Fink
	Ben Sokolowski & Beth Schwartz
	April 24, 2013
	2J7320
	3.10[27]



	21
	21
	"The Undertaking"
	Michael Shultz
	Jake Coburn & Lana Cho
	May 1, 2013
	2J7321
	2.89[28]



	22
	22
	"Darkness on the Edge of Town"
	John Behring
	Drew Z. Greenberg & Wendy Mericle
	May 8, 2013
	2J7322
	2.62[29]



	23
	23
	"Sacrifice"
	David Barrett
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Andrew Kreisberg
	May 15, 2013
	2J7323
	2.77[30]
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 Season 2 (2013–14)



Main article: Arrow (season 2)



	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	24
	1
	"City of Heroes"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	October 9, 2013
	2J7451
	2.74[31]



	25
	2
	"Identity"
	Nick Copus
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]
	October 16, 2013
	2J7452
	3.06[32]



	26
	3
	"Broken Dolls"
	Glen Winter
	Marc Guggenheim & Keto Shimizu
	October 23, 2013
	2J7453
	2.89[33]



	27
	4
	"Crucible"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Andrew Kreisberg & Wendy Mericle
	October 30, 2013
	2J7454
	2.37[34]



	28
	5
	"League of Assassins"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Jake Coburn & Drew Z. Greenberg
	November 6, 2013
	2J7455
	2.80[35]



	29
	6
	"Keep Your Enemies Closer"
	Guy Bee
	Ben Sokolowski & Beth Schwartz
	November 13, 2013
	2J7456
	3.09[36]



	30
	7
	"State v. Queen"
	Bethany Rooney
	Marc Guggenheim & Drew Z. Greenberg
	November 20, 2013
	2J7457
	2.66[37]



	31
	8
	"The Scientist"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Geoff Johns
	December 4, 2013
	2J7458
	3.24[38]



	32
	9
	"Three Ghosts"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Geoff Johns & Ben Sokolowski
	December 11, 2013
	2J7459
	3.02[39]



	33
	10
	"Blast Radius"
	Rob Hardy
	Jake Coburn & Keto Shimizu
	January 15, 2014
	2J7460
	2.52[40]



	34
	11
	"Blind Spot"
	Glen Winter
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	January 22, 2014
	2J7461
	2.49[41]



	35
	12
	"Tremors"
	Guy Bee
	Marc Guggenheim & Drew Z. Greenberg
	January 29, 2014
	2J7462
	2.95[42]



	36
	13
	"Heir to the Demon"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Jake Coburn
	February 5, 2014
	2J7463
	2.86[43]



	37
	14
	"Time of Death"
	Nick Copus
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	February 26, 2014
	2J7464
	2.45[44]



	38
	15
	"The Promise"
	Glen Winter
	Jake Coburn & Ben Sokolowski
	March 5, 2014
	2J7465
	2.21[45]



	39
	16
	"Suicide Squad"
	Larry Teng
	Keto Shimizu & Bryan Q. Miller
	March 19, 2014
	2J7466
	2.42[46]



	40
	17
	"Birds of Prey"
	John Behring
	Mark Bemesderfer & A.C. Bradley
	March 26, 2014
	2J7467
	2.62[47]



	41
	18
	"Deathstroke"
	Guy Bee
	Marc Guggenheim & Drew Z. Greenberg
	April 2, 2014
	2J7468
	2.32[48]



	42
	19
	"The Man Under the Hood"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Geoff Johns

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Keto Shimizu
	April 16, 2014
	2J7469
	2.26[49]



	43
	20
	"Seeing Red"
	Doug Aarniokoski[image: External link]
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	April 23, 2014
	2J7470
	2.19[50]



	44
	21
	"City of Blood"
	Michael Schultz
	Holly Harold
	April 30, 2014
	2J7471
	2.31[51]



	45
	22
	"Streets of Fire"
	Nick Copus
	Jake Coburn & Ben Sokolowski
	May 7, 2014
	2J7472
	2.33[52]



	46
	23
	"Unthinkable"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Andrew Kreisberg
	May 14, 2014
	2J7473
	2.37[53]
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 Season 3 (2014–15)





	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	47
	1
	"The Calm"
	Glen Winter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Jake Coburn
	October 8, 2014
	3J5151
	2.83[54]



	The newly promoted Captain Quentin Lance calls off the task-force against Arrow. Elsewhere, Werner Zytle[image: External link], who has claimed the mantle of Vertigo, attempts to kill Arrow in a bid to raise his profile. After losing the first battle, Oliver and Roy[image: External link] are able to stop Zytle, along with some help from Sara who is back in town for an unknown reason. Meanwhile, businessman Ray Palmer[image: External link] successfully acquires Queen Consolidated under a plan of rebuilding the city and renaming it "Star City". Diggle and Lyla welcome a baby girl, which convinces Diggle to take Oliver's suggestion and retire from field duty. Oliver and Felicity go on a first date, but Oliver ends it explaining how he cannot be both the Arrow and Oliver, although he acknowledges loving her. Sara is shot in the chest with arrows by an unseen figure before falling from a rooftop to her death. In flashbacks, Waller[image: External link] assigns agent Maseo Yamashiro as Oliver's handler. After numerous failed attempts to escape, Oliver agrees to proceed with his training to prevent Waller from killing Maseo's family as punishment for his failure in restraining Oliver.



	48
	2
	"Sara"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Jake Coburn & Keto Shimizu
	October 15, 2014
	3J5152
	2.32[55]



	Laurel takes Sara's body to the team. Quentin alerts Oliver to another archer in the city killing people, unaware about Sara. Oliver follows a lead and is able to identify the archer as Simon Lacroix. The team learns of Lacroix's next target and intercepts him. Laurel arrives, determined to avenge Sara's death. As Oliver attempts to dissuade her, Lacroix reveals that he was not in Starling City at the time of Sara's death. The team buries Sara; and Laurel decides not to tell Quentin that Sara is dead. Diggle decides to return to field duty again. Meanwhile, Roy reveals to Oliver that Thea left town when she learned he was working with the Arrow. In Corto Maltese, Thea is shown with Malcolm[image: External link] and has proven to be capable of defeating more than one henchman in combat. Felicity decides to work for Ray. In flashbacks, Oliver is tasked with killing Tommy, after the latter comes to Hong Kong to find Oliver after seeing activity on Oliver's email account. To save Tommy, Oliver pretends to kidnap him and tricks him into thinking that it was a ruse to gain ransom money before Maseo, posing as a police officer, rescues Tommy.



	49
	3
	"Corto Maltese"
	Stephen Surjik
	Erik Oleson[image: External link] & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]
	October 22, 2014
	3J5153
	2.55[56]



	With no more leads in Sara's murder, Oliver focuses his attention on bringing Thea home. Felicity is able to track her to Corto Maltese. Thea initially refuses to return. While he waits to convince her, Oliver assists Diggle on a mission for A.R.G.U.S. to ascertain the whereabouts of one of its agents, Mark Shaw[image: External link]. Mark is revealed to have broken into the A.R.G.U.S. database and stolen information to sell on the black market. Oliver and Diggle manage to stop him, who convinces Diggle to tell Waller that he is dead. After a last minute plea, and Oliver revealing the truth about Robert's death, Thea agrees to return, which Merlyn allows. Meanwhile, trying to emulate Sara, Laurel attempts to exact vengeance on an abusive boyfriend of a fellow A.A. member, but she is overpowered and ends up in the hospital. Later, she seeks out boxer Ted Grant[image: External link] to train her to fight after Oliver's refusal. Using Felicity's help, Ray opens a file of details of advanced weaponry. Nyssa confronts Oliver and demands Sara's whereabouts. In flashbacks to six months prior, Merlyn begins training Thea to calm her mind and heal her emotional pain, while also mastering control over physical pain.



	50
	4
	"The Magician"
	John Behring
	Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	October 29, 2014
	3J5154
	2.49[57]



	Oliver informs Nyssa that Sara was killed; and Nyssa reveals to Oliver that Merlyn is alive and Sara was sent by the League to confirm his existence. After tracking Merlyn, Oliver agrees to meet him in a public location, where Merlyn tells Oliver that he did not kill her, but only returned to Starling City to save Thea. Nyssa kidnaps Thea in an attempt to draw out Merlyn, known by the League as the "Magician"; but Oliver arrives to rescue Thea. Merlyn arrives shortly after to clear his name and insinuates to Nyssa that it was Ra's[image: External link] who had Sara killed. Nyssa does not believe him; but Oliver does and vows to protect Merlyn for as long as he is in Starling. Nyssa warns Oliver that he has made a serious enemy in the League before leaving and reporting back to Ra's. Quentin gets worried about Sara's status. In flashbacks, Oliver completes his first assassination, and learns that Waller was behind Edward Fyers' actions on the island; and her intention was to kill Chien on a flight to Hong Kong. Since Oliver stopped the attack, Waller demands him to help her find out the reason of Chien's presence.



	51
	5
	"The Secret Origin of Felicity Smoak"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Brian Ford Sullivan[image: External link]
	November 5, 2014
	3J5155
	2.73[58]



	A cyber terrorist attacks Starling City, threatening to shut down all banks and set everyone on an even socioeconomic status. While Oliver and Roy attempt to keep the peace on the streets, Felicity works to locate the virus. She quickly realizes that she designed the virus five years earlier, and that it is unstoppable. Her mother Donna shows up unannounced, and the two have a falling out over how different they are from each other. Felicity soon realizes that Donna was unknowingly sent by the cyber terrorist—revealed to be Felicity's ex-boyfriend Cooper—who kidnaps them both. Using Donna as leverage, Cooper forces Felicity to divert a set of armored vehicles, carrying newly minted money, to their location. She secretly uses a smart watch presented by Ray to Donna to also contact Oliver, who arrives with Roy and Diggle and stops Cooper and his team. Felicity reconciles with Donna. Roy begins having nightmares that he was the one who killed Sara. Meanwhile, Laurel continues to train with Ted, and reveals to him the real reason that she is learning to fight. Thea buys a house using the money inherited from Merlyn and convinces Oliver to stay with her.



	52
	6
	"Guilty"
	Peter Leto
	Erik Oleson & Keto Shimizu
	November 12, 2014
	3J5156
	2.60[59]



	In flashbacks, Maseo's wife, Tatsu, uses a type of meditation to help Oliver remember where a dead associate of Chien's dropped a letter, hoping that he leaves her family soon. From the letter, the name Li Kuan Hui is extracted. In the present, a murderer begins taking out gang members; and when a body shows up in Ted's gym, he becomes a suspect. Ted reveals to Oliver that he was once a vigilante who retired after a drug dealer was beaten to death by accident. Ted reveals the murderer was his former protégé Isaac Stanzler, who was responsible for the death of the dealer, but is bested by Oliver before escaping. Isaac kidnaps Ted and Laurel; but Oliver and his team are able to successfully stop him. Meanwhile, Roy tells Felicity about his dreams and later confesses to Oliver and Laurel. Using the technique learned from Tatsu, Oliver helps Roy access his memories to realize that he did not kill Sara; however, Roy discovers he did kill a cop while under the effects of Mirakuru. Ted decides to continue training Laurel. Isaac is confronted by a female archer calling herself "Cupid".



	53
	7
	"Draw Back Your Bow"
	Rob Hardy
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	November 19, 2014
	3J5157
	2.64[60]



	Cupid, revealed to had been saved by the Arrow during Slade's attack, murders Isaac and leaves his body dressed up as the Arrow. Following a lead, Oliver learns that she is a former cop named Carrie Cutter who is obsessed with him as a result of her condition. Carrie uses a former C.I. to track down Oliver's hideout, the Verdant, which is reopened by Thea. Oliver lures Carrie away and rejects her romantic advancement before she tries to kill the both of them. He stops her, which reinforces Carrie's delusion that he is in love with her. Subsequently, Oliver gives her to A.R.G.U.S. as a new member of their Squad[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Ray rebrands Queen Consolidated into Palmer Technologies. Oliver struggles with how much time Felicity is spending with Ray; and the situation is made worse when he finds them kissing. Ray is later shown working on a personal exosuit design called A.T.O.M. A killer using boomerang blades appears in the city. In flashbacks to Hong Kong, Oliver and Tatsu go off to find Maseo when he goes missing, during which time she ends her displeasure towards Oliver. They return home and find Maseo safe and sound.



	54
	8
	"The Brave and the Bold"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Grainne Godfree
	December 3, 2014
	3J5158
	3.92[61]



	
Flashbacks to Hong Kong show Oliver learning how to torture suspects effectively to get information. In the present, Oliver and Roy track down the home of Digger Harkness[image: External link], the boomerang-wielding murderer, but they only find A.R.G.U.S. operatives looking for the same man. Caitlin[image: External link] and Cisco[image: External link] arrive in Starling City to help Felicity investigate Sara's death. Digger attempts to kill Lyla; Roy, Oliver and Barry arrive and stop him. Later, Lyla reveals Digger was part of the Suicide Squad. Oliver's extreme interrogation methods lead Barry to question how emotionally stable Oliver is. Digger traces Oliver's hideout, where he wounds Lyla before escaping. In order to leave town, Digger plants 5 bombs around the city. While Oliver captures Digger, Barry uses both his and Oliver's teams to defuse the bombs at the same time. Digger is incarcerated in the island with Slade. Lyla accepts Diggle's marriage proposal. Before Barry and his team's departure, he and Oliver decide to have a friendly duel.



This episode concludes a crossover that begins on The Flash season 1 episode 8[image: External link].



	55
	9
	"The Climb"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Jake Coburn & Keto Shimizu
	December 10, 2014
	3J5159
	3.06[62]



	The League demands Oliver to find and turn over Sara's killer in 48 hours or they will begin murdering Starling City citizens, a mission led by Maseo, revealed to have joined the League. S.T.A.R. Labs sends Felicity the DNA results, which appears to be Oliver's D.N.A. Realizing that she has been lying, Arrow confronts Thea, who demonstrates her fighting skill before escaping. Later, Merlyn informs Oliver that he drugged Thea and manipulated her into killing Sara and not remembering it. Merlyn filmed the event to use as leverage to force Oliver to take the blame and challenge Ra's to a duel, which no one has dared in 67 years. Ra's overpowers Oliver before impaling him and kicking him over the side of a cliff. Meanwhile, Laurel reveals Sara's death to Dinah and convinces her not to tell Quentin. Dinah asks her to avenge Sara's murder. Ray shows the A.T.O.M. design to Felicity and states his intention to use the exosuit to protect the city as a vigilante. In flashbacks, Oliver and Maseo learn that Chien has stolen an engineered super-virus. China breaks into Maseo's house and kidnaps Tatsu after ovepowering her.



	56
	10
	"Left Behind"
	Glen Winter
	Marc Guggenheim & Erik Oleson
	January 21, 2015
	3J5160
	3.06[63]



	In flashbacks, Oliver and Maseo steal the counterpart to the super-virus, thus making Chien's portion inert. Oliver also slips a GPS tracker on one of Chien's men so that they can locate Tatsu. In the present, Diggle and Roy work to continue protecting the city in Oliver's absence. With the Arrow missing, a new crime lord named Danny "Brick" Brickwell[image: External link] plots to take over the Glades. After Thea expresses concern over Oliver's absence, Merlyn investigates the site of the duel and brings the bloodied sword back to the team, proclaiming Oliver's death. Diggle discovers Brickwell's plan, to secure all the evidence against street enforcers so they are released from jail and forced to join his crew, and heads to the police warehouse with Roy to stop him. Fearing for their lives, Felicity decides to trap the duo in the warehouse and let Brickwell escape. Afterward, Felicity proclaims the group non-existent without Oliver and quits both the group and helping Ray with A.T.O.M. Laurel starts fighting Brickwell's operatives, donning an altered Canary costume. Merlyn advises Thea to leave Starling City with him. Meanwhile, Maseo finds Oliver's body and takes it to Tatsu, who revives Oliver.



	57
	11
	"Midnight City"
	Nick Copus
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski
	January 28, 2015
	3J5161
	2.91[64]



	While Oliver attempts to rest and heal, members of the League arrive, forcing Maseo and Tatsu to kill them to protect Oliver. Maseo wounds himself so Ra's will believe Oliver escaped the former. Roy and Diggle warn Laurel to stay off the streets after Roy saves her from a fight. Brick kidnaps the city's aldermen, killing one during a rescue attempt. In exchange for the remaining aldermen, Brick demands that all police presence evacuate the Glades for good. The team is able to locate the aldermen and successfully rescue them, but the Mayor still agrees to remove the police after Brick reveals that he has targeted every legislative body member. Meanwhile, Felicity decides to rejoin the team and help Ray with his plan. Merlyn tells Thea about Ra's, and she convinces him to stay and fight instead of flight. Chase, the DJ for Verdant, is revealed to be a spy for the League, informing Maseo about Merlyn's decision. In flashbacks, Maseo and Oliver manage to save Tatsu.



	58
	12
	"Uprising"
	Jesse Warn
	Beth Schwartz & Brian Ford Sullivan
	February 4, 2015
	3J5162
	2.94[65]



	Flashbacks chronicle the death of Merlyn's wife, Merlyn killing the man believed to have killed her and his journey to the League to seek training. In the present, Oliver decides to return to Starling City. Tatsu informs him that if he wants to defeat Ra's, he will need to seek swordsman training from a student, like Maseo. With the police out of the Glades, Roy and Laurel are tasked with fighting Brick's men to keep the peace. Quentin gives the team all the information the police have on Brick to help locate him. Merlyn spies on the team as they review the evidence against Brick, and discovers that Brick was responsible for the death of Merlyn's wife. Merlyn propositions the team to join forces to take down Brick, but the team refuses. Instead, they rally the citizens of the Glades to take on Brick and his men. Merlyn overpowers Brick before Oliver arrives and persuades him to spare Brick's life and let the police arrest him. Cindy tells Quentin her knowledge that the new female vigilante is not Sara. In the aftermath, Oliver requests Merlyn train him so that he can take on Ra's.



	59
	13
	"Canaries"
	Michael Schultz
	Jake Coburn & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	February 11, 2015
	3J5163
	2.67[66]



	Werner Zytle escapes custody by poisoning a guard with Vertigo. As Oliver tries to keep Laurel off the streets as a vigilante, Merlyn informs him that to beat Ra's he will need to bring Thea into the team. Oliver reveals the truth to her, who accepts and praises him for the work he has been doing as the Arrow. Laurel tracks down Zytle and takes him on herself, only to be poisoned with Vertigo. She begins to hallucinate images of Sara, who attacks her. Oliver and Roy arrive in time to get her back to the base for treatment. Oliver realizes that his team does not fight for him anymore, but for the city. Chase attempts to kill Thea, but Roy and Merlyn show up and Chase commits suicide. Oliver and Laurel successful capture Zytle together. On Merlyn's advice, Oliver takes Thea to the island for training. Laurel finally tells Quentin, who already knows the former's alter ego, about Sara's death. In flashbacks, Oliver is captured by A.R.G.U.S. and interrogated for the location of Maseo and his family. Maseo is captured trying to save Oliver. Waller brings Oliver and Maseo to Starling City to find Chien.



	60
	14
	"The Return"
	Dermott Downs
	Marc Guggenheim & Erik Oleson
	February 18, 2015
	3J5164
	2.91[67]



	While on the island of Lian Yu, Oliver begins Thea's training. He goes to the A.R.G.U.S. prison to visit with Slade, but he discovers the guard dead and Slade missing. Oliver warns Thea and they find out that Merlyn had Slade freed as part of their training. Slade arrives and captures them, imprisoning them in the A.R.G.U.S. cell. The duo manages to open the doors and escape. Oliver reveals to Thea that she killed Sara. Slade arrives and engages them. Oliver dissuades Thea from killing Slade, who gets imprisoned back in the cell. The duo returns to Starling City, where Thea confronts Merlyn for forcing her to kill Sara. Thea decides to work with him to fight Ra's, but denounces their personal relationship. Quentin blames Laurel for hiding the truth. In flashbacks, Oliver and Maseo start tracking an employee of Queen Consolidated associated with Chien. Oliver looks in on his family and discovers that Thea is using drugs. Oliver and Maseo acquire the virus and arrest Chien. Oliver is introduced to General Matthew Shrieve, who promises to free him after he is debriefed in China[image: External link].



	61
	15
	"Nanda Parbat"
	Gregory Smith
	Story by : Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski

Teleplay by : Erik Oleson & Ben Sokolowski
	February 25, 2015
	3J5165
	3.07[68]



	Oliver and Thea continue their training with Merlyn. Thea confesses the whole truth to Laurel, who instead blames Merlyn; Thea makes a deal to turn him over to the League. Laurel confronts Merlyn and is outmatched, but they are interrupted by Nyssa and the League, and Merlyn is captured. Having imprisoned Nyssa, Oliver decides to go to Nanda Parbat to rescue Merlyn to prevent Thea from blaming herself when she realizes that she has sentenced her father to death. Oliver and Diggle infiltrate Nanda Parbat, but walk into a trap set by Ra's. Oliver tells Diggle that Thea was not his only motive and he could not accept the defeat from someone else. Diggle states that he considers him a brother. Thea confesses the truth to Nyssa and offers her the chance at revenge, and Ray tests the flight capabilities of his completed A.T.O.M. exo-suit. Instead of killing Oliver, Ra's expresses his praise for Oliver's courage and strength, and asks Oliver to replace him as the head of the League. In flashbacks, Oliver is debriefed by Matthew and freed. On their way, Oliver and the Yamashiros are attacked. Oliver flees for safety with Akio, Maseo's son.



	62
	16
	"The Offer"
	Dermott Downs
	Beth Schwartz & Brian Ford Sullivan
	March 18, 2015
	3J5166
	2.56[69]



	Ra's explains that the localized pool of water in Nanda Parbat has healing effects that have allowed him to live far longer than any mortal man. The pool is becoming less effective on him, so Ra's is looking for a replacement. In a show of good faith to convince Oliver, Ra's releases Diggle and Merlyn and forgives all blood debts. Oliver returns to Starling and releases Nyssa. Oliver and his team return to stopping crime, but Quentin tells the Arrow that he will not aid him anymore because of hiding Sara's death. Afterward, Oliver realizes that he is not ready to give up being the Arrow; Oliver informs Maseo of his decision, who warns Oliver of the consequences of defying Ra's. Upset with Ra's for his offer to Oliver, Nyssa leaves him and returns to Starling City, befriending Laurel and deciding to train her. Ra's, dressed as the Arrow, frames the vigilante for murder. Thea leaves Malcolm and moves in Roy's. In flashbacks to Hong Kong, Oliver and Akio continue to be on the run, during which they seemingly stumble across a woman resembling Shado[image: External link].



	63
	17
	"Suicidal Tendencies"
	Jesse Warn
	Keto Shimizu
	March 25, 2015
	3J5167
	2.86[70]



	Diggle and Lyla officially remarry, but Waller interrupts their honeymoon to recruit them for a Suicide Squad[image: External link] mission to rescue Senator Cray from a kidnapping. The kidnapping turns out be a ruse by Cray, to help his bid for President. The team rescues the hostages, but Lawton[image: External link] seemingly sacrifices himself so everyone can get out safely. He is announced responsible for the kidnapping, and Cray's involvement is covered up. The police issue a warrant for the Arrow, which Ray supports. Oliver discovers that Ra's has sent multiple assassins to impersonate him. In his new A.T.O.M. suit, Ray locates the Arrow and through facial scans learns his identity. Laurel refuses to accept Ray's evidence against Oliver. Ray engages Oliver in a fight, but the latter disables Ray's suit. Oliver convinces Ray that he is being framed. Diggle decides to leave Oliver's team and Lyla decides to resign from A.R.G.U.S. Maseo, dressed as the Arrow, murders the mayor and shoots another arrow at Felicity. In flashbacks, Lawton struggles to transition back into society from the military, including his wife and child leaving him. Lawton is propositioned by H.I.V.E.[image: External link] to assassinate Andrew Diggle, John's brother.



	64
	18
	"Public Enemy"
	Dwight Little[image: External link]
	Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	April 1, 2015
	3J5168
	2.48[71]



	Ray takes the arrow for Felicity. Quentin issues an arrest warrant for the Arrow and his team, with shoot to kill orders in effect. Oliver uses Nyssa to track Maseo's location. Ra's appears and repeats his demand. The police arrive and Oliver and his team manage to escape. Ra's kidnaps Quentin and reveals the Arrow's identity, which Quentin announces at a press conference. Oliver decides to turn himself in in exchange for immunity for his teammates. Roy dresses as the Arrow, stops Oliver's transport van and surrenders to the police, claiming that he has been the Arrow all along. Meanwhile, Ray is revealed to have developed a deadly thrombus that has no known cure. He reveals to have nanobots that can destroy the clot. Felicity injects them and saves him by the help of Donna. In flashbacks, the woman resembling Shado turns out to be her twin sister Mei. The assailants come after them, but Maseo and Tatsu arrive and rescue them. Before leaving, Oliver tells Mei that Shado and Yao are dead.



	65
	19
	"Broken Arrow"
	Doug Aarniokoski[image: External link]
	Story by : Jake Coburn

Teleplay by : Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	April 15, 2015
	3J5169
	2.47[72]



	Roy is arrested and the District Attorney decides not to charge Oliver. However, Quentin knows the truth and decides to continue investigating Oliver, who and his team start working on how to stop metahuman Jake Simmons. Oliver enlists Ray's help. After a failed first attempt, Oliver and Ray sync their movements through a neural network, but when the network malfunctions during the battle, Ray defeats Simmons himself, and places him under S.T.A.R. Labs' custody. Cisco deduces that Simmons did not acquire his powers from the particle accelerator explosion. With the help of A.R.G.U.S, Roy fakes his own murder so that the public believes the Arrow is dead and Oliver innocent. As a result, Roy is forced to leave the city. Ra's visits Thea and impales her with his sword. In flashbacks, Oliver infiltrates A.R.G.U.S. to stop Waller, only to discover that she is a prisoner of Shrieve, who was behind the attack and plans to release the virus in Hong Kong. Oliver, Maseo, and Tatsu steal the vaccine and decide to stop Shrieve's plan.



	66
	20
	"The Fallen"
	Antonio Negret
	Wendy Mericle & Oscar Balderrama[image: External link]
	April 22, 2015
	3J5170
	2.72[73]



	Oliver rushes Thea to a hospital, where her death is said to be apparently inevitable. Maseo contacts Oliver to let him know that if he accepts Ra's offer, he will be able to use the Lazarus Pit to heal her. Malcolm warns against this, stating that the pit changes a person in their soul, but Oliver decides to take her to Nanda Parbat regardless. Thea is dipped into the pit and returns healed but in a state of confusion, and her memories jumbled. Felicity has sex with Oliver before drugging him so the team can sneak him out of the fortress, which is aided by Maseo. Cornered by the Assassins, Oliver wakes in time to order them to stand down. Afterward, Oliver returns to take his place as head of the League, alone. Thea wakes up in her apartment, her mind clear and distraught that Oliver sacrificed himself for her. Oliver renounces his old life, taking on an apprentice role in the League and the name Al Sah-him until he is ready to take over as the new Ra's. In flashbacks, Oliver, Maseo, and Tatsu go after the virus, but during a fight it is released.



	67
	21
	"Al Sah-him"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Beth Schwartz

Teleplay by : Brian Ford Sullivan & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	April 29, 2015
	3J5171
	2.39[74]



	Oliver begins his training, which includes breaking down his psyche so that his allegiance is only to the League and his new identity as Al Sah-him. Ra's recounts the moment that he was chosen to become the leader of the League, and a duel with his best friend Damien Darhk who saw himself as the heir. Ra's hesitated and Damien fled, stealing from the Lazarus Pit and starting his own group. Damien is revealed to had hired Gholem Qadir and Mark Shaw. Subsequently, Oliver is directed to kill Nyssa. Oliver and the League come to Starling City, where team Arrow announce their protection of Nyssa. Oliver kidnaps Lyla to force the team to give her up. At the exchange, a fight breaks out and Nyssa is taken by the League. Oliver almost kills Diggle, but Thea, in her own suit, arrives and stops him. Felicity reveals to Thea that Roy is alive. In Nanda Parbat Ra's orders Nyssa to marry Oliver, and Oliver has to use the Alpha/Omega virus to cleanse Starling City as afinal act of commitment. In flashbacks, Oliver, Maseo, and Tatsu, who were vaccinated, watch as the citizens of Hong Kong, including Akio, become infected.



	68
	22
	"This Is Your Sword"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Story by : Erik Oleson

Teleplay by : Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	May 6, 2015
	3J5172
	2.54[75]



	In flashbacks, Maseo and Oliver go after Shreive to see if he has a cure. They only succeed in leading Shrieve to their location, while Akio dies in Tatsu's arms. In the present, Diggle and Laurel patrol Starling City, taking on any criminals they find. Thea finds Roy and reunites with him. Oliver learns that Maseo is the one who provided Ra's with the Omega virus when he originally came to Nanda Parbat. Sneaking away from the castle, Oliver, revealed to have been in league with Malcolm and that his agreement to become Ra's heir was a charade to get close to Ra's and slowly dismantle the League from within, tells Malcolm Ra's plan. On Oliver's advice, Malcolm uses Tatsu to convince team Arrow of the truth. The team, including Tatsu, Ray, and Malcolm go to Nanda Parbat where Tatsu kills Maseo before they are overrun by the League and captured. Malcolm reveals Oliver's treachery to Ra's, whom Oliver manages to convince of his loyalty. Roy secretly leaves Thea. Ra's exposes the team, excluding Tatsu, to the virus before sealing them away in a cell. Afterward, Oliver and Nyssa get married.



	69
	23
	"My Name Is Oliver Queen"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Jake Coburn
	May 13, 2015
	3J5173
	2.83[76]



	While Ra's and Oliver head toward Starling City, team Arrow wakes in the dungeon. Malcolm informs them that he secretly gave them the vaccine. Barry arrives and frees them. Oliver and Nyssa attack Ra's and other Assassins. Ra's escapes with a canister of the virus, vowing to destroy Starling. Ra's reveals to have four targets. Felicity locates them, and Oliver organizes the team, along with Quentin and the police, to those locations, with Thea arriving in Roy's suit to help. Oliver duels Ra's, as the team successfully stops the attack and minimizes the casualties. Oliver kills Ra's before being saved from the police by Felicity in A.T.O.M. suit. Afterward, Oliver decides to have a normal life with Felicity instead of operating as a vigilante, knowing that there are other vigilantes that can take his place. Oliver cedes the title of Ra's to Malcolm, to whom Nyssa kneels, but promises vengeance. Ray begins testing a way to miniaturize his ATOM suit, which results in an explosion. In flashbacks, Oliver tortures Shrieve for hours before Maseo executes him. The trio separates and Oliver decides to live a lonely life away from his family. He boards a ship headed to Coast City.
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	70
	1
	"Green Arrow"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	October 7, 2015
	3J5801
	2.67[77]



	Diggle, Thea, and Laurel continue fighting crime in Starling City, recently renamed 'Star City' in the honor of Ray, who apparently died in the explosion. The city's leadership, which includes Quentin, assemble to discuss a group of criminals named the "Ghosts" who are terrorizing the city. Damien Darhk, revealed to be controlling the Ghosts, systematically begins assassinating the city's leadership, but fails to kill Quentin. Laurel and Thea convince Oliver, who was trying to propose to Felicity, to return and help them, which Diggle reluctantly approves. Oliver realizes that Felicity has been helping the team, which tracks the Ghosts, where they witness Damien using some form of mystical energy manipulation. Oliver notices Speedy's excessive aggressiveness. Working together, the team stops Damien's terrorist attack. Diggle deduces that Damien is leading H.I.V.E. Afterward, Taking the name "Green Arrow", the vigilante broadcasts a message to the city vowing to be a beacon of hope, while Quentin is revealed to be working with Damien under duress. In flashbacks, Waller finds Oliver and forces him back on Lian Yu to assess a new threat. He is captured upon arrival.



	71
	2
	"The Candidate"
	John Behring
	Marc Guggenheim & Keto Shimizu
	October 14, 2015
	3J5802
	2.50[78]



	The Queen family friend Jessica Danforth decides to run for mayor. During her announcement, she is attacked by Lonnie Machin, an anarchist for hire working for Damien. Queen explains to his sister that her aggressiveness is a result of being in the Lazarus Pit. Diggle tells Laurel about H.I.V.E. The team successfully stops Machin, but Speedy sets him on fire in the process. Later, Machin escapes police custody. Laurel decides to take Thea back to Nanda Parbat both to find a way to stop the aggression and to bring Sara's body to the pit. Queen decides to run for mayor after Danforth backs out of the race. Meanwhile, Felicity takes over for Ray at the company and tasks an operative named Curtis Holt to find a way to save the financial crisis. In flashbacks, Oliver kills the soldier and is tasked by Waller to infiltrate the local military operation run by an officer named Reiter. Reiter decides to recruit Oliver for his cause instead of killing him.



	72
	3
	"Restoration"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Wendy Mericle & Speed Weed
	October 21, 2015
	3J5803
	2.40[79]



	Laurel and Thea arrive in Nanda Parbat and request Merlyn to use the Lazarus Pit for Sara. He initially refuses and tells Thea that she needs to kill some people once in a while to suppress the lust. In order to appease her, he eventually agrees to revive Sara. When Sara returns feral, Nyssa destroys the Lazarus Pit in retaliation, and Merlyn has her imprisoned. Meanwhile, an A.R.G.U.S. operative delivers Diggle information on a H.I.V.E. operative, Mina Fayad. Fayad meets with Damien about the growing issue with the vigilantes in Star City. She brings in a metahuman named Jeremy Tell, who can turn his playing card tattoos into physical projectiles. After Tell's initial failure, Damien kills Fayad for challenging him. Felicity reveals to Holt that she is aiding Green Arrow. Diggle and Green Arrow team up and take down Tell, who refuses to talk because of fearing Damien more. He is imprisoned in Iron Heights. In flashbacks, in order to impress his handler, Queen uses torture techniques to interrogate the prisoners who are being used to harvest heroin-cocaine hybrid plants. He secretly frees a woman.



	73
	4
	"Beyond Redemption"
	Lexi Alexander
	Beth Schwartz & Ben Sokolowski[image: External link]
	October 28, 2015
	3J5805
	2.64[80]



	Quentin has Green Arrow look into the death of two police officers and the team discovers they were killed by members of the Anti-Vigilante Task Force. Laurel brings Quentin to see Sara, who is chained up in the basement of Laurel's apartment. Smoak identifies Liza Warner as a suspect and, while searching for her, Oliver discovers Quentin meeting with Darhk and confronts Quentin, who reveals that Darhk threatened to kill Laurel. Darhk advises Quentin to kill Sara; but Laurel dissuades him. Green Arrow and the team stop the corrupt officers before Liza attempts to kill the vigilante; but Quentin convinces her to surrender. Later, Queen asks Quentin to spy on Darhk and announces his candidacy, Smoak opens an audio of Palmer's apparent final moments, and Laurel discovers that Sara has escaped. In flashbacks, Queen gets Taiana, the woman, to a cave and convinces officer Conklin of her death; but he discovers his communication device with Waller.



	74
	5
	"Haunted"
	John Badham
	Brian Ford Sullivan[image: External link] & Oscar Balderrama[image: External link]
	November 4, 2015
	3J5804[81]
	2.60[82]



	In flashbacks, Reiter dismisses Conklin's accusation. Instead, he introduces them to a recent captive named John Constantine, who escapes and forces Queen to help him locate a mystical object on the island. Afterwards, Constantine warns Queen to be wary of Reiter's real plans and uses the object to cast a spell on the him. In the present, Sara starts killing women and Green Arrow discovers she is alive. The team realizes that Sara is looking for Thea and plans to kill her. They capture Sara and Oliver contacts John, who helps restore Sara's soul. Meanwhile, Darhk gives Quentin a new task to install a computer virus in a security company. Diggle goes along and sees his brother's name among the list of individuals being deleted by the virus. Later, Smoak and Holt learn that Palmer is still alive and Diggle learns that his brother was killed because he was a drug cartel leader.



	75
	6
	"Lost Souls"
	Antonio Negret
	Beth Schwartz & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	November 11, 2015
	3J5806
	2.30[83]



	As Oliver works on his campaign, Felicity continues searching for Ray with the help of Curtis. Ray is able to send a new message, letting Felicity know that he survived the explosion because his suit successfully shrank him down to a small size, that he is being held prisoner, and where to find the schematics to build a device to return him to his normal size. In a second message, Felicity discovers that Darhk is the one imprisoning Ray, hoping to get the technology from his suit. The team tracks Darhk to his hideout and, with the device created by Curtis, they successfully save and restore Ray. Thea starts dating Alex while Quentin and Donna start their own date. Darhk orders tests a power source made from Ray's technology on a mystical board. Meanwhile, Sara struggles with the bloodlust and decides to leave Star City to gain control. In flashbacks, Reiter sends Oliver on a search for another ancient ruin that is supposed to yield a "gift" for Reiter. Conklin has a worker turn on Oliver, who kills him, giving the former the opportunity to question Oliver's motives.



	76
	7
	"Brotherhood"
	James Bamford
	Speed Weed & Keto Shimizu
	November 18, 2015
	3J5807
	2.69[84]



	While Ray refuses to return to Palmer Tech, H.I.V.E. destroy money meant for the city bank. John gives Oliver information that H.I.V.E. murdered his brother Andy because he was a criminal rival. Darhk tells Quentin about his knowledge of the latter's betrayal. The team heads to a lab, where they are attacked by Darhk's group and John discovers that Andy is still alive, working for H.I.V.E. John refuses to see Andy as anything more than a traitor, unworthy of saving. The team finds out that Darhk uses pills to control his operatives' minds, which could have been administered to Andy. They locate him and the rest of H.I.V.E, successfully extracting Andy with help from Ray and John, who confronts Andy with the documents, which Andy confirms. After an encounter with Darhk, Thea learns that his powers may help cure her bloodlust permanently after Darhk's failure to drain her lifeforce. In flashbacks, Conklin reveals that the worker Oliver killed was Taiana's brother, diverting accusation from the former. However, Reiter finds the truth by a mystical object and has Oliver whip Conklin as punishment. Oliver later convinces Taiana to help him find a map.



	77
	8
	"Legends of Yesterday"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Brian Ford Sullivan & Marc Guggenheim
	December 2, 2015
	3J5808
	3.66[85]



	
Malcolm orchestrates a meeting between Savage, Barry, and Oliver. Savage demands they turn over Kendra and Carter or he will destroy both Central City and Star City with the Staff of Horus. They devise a plan to deliver the pair as a ruse to get close enough to destroy the staff. The plan fails; Kendra and Carter are killed and Savage uses the staff to destroy everyone else in the city. Barry escapes and runs fast enough to go back in time to the point of the original negotiation. Barry informs Oliver of his time travel and the mistakes that led to their defeat. They change their approach to the plan and Barry is able to steal the staff. He and Oliver use it on Savage, burning his body. Afterward, Kendra and Carter decide to use their powers to help others in another city. Cisco gives her a tracking device. Meanwhile, Oliver learns about his son, William, and accepts Samantha's condition not to tell William or anyone else about the paternity in order to be able to see William. Malcolm collects Savage's ashes, repeating the words Savage said the first time he killed the pair.



This episode concludes a crossover that begins on The Flash season 2 episode 8[image: External link]. The two episodes also set up Legends of Tomorrow.



	78
	9
	"Dark Waters"
	John Behring
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski
	December 9, 2015
	3J5809
	2.82[86]



	Oliver's campaign starts an initiative to clean up the Star City bay. Darhk sends a drone to the bay and begins shooting at the citizens helping, injuring several. In response, Oliver reveals Darhk to the media as the leader of H.I.V.E. and the Ghosts. In retaliation, Darhk crashes Oliver's campaign holiday party and kidnaps John, Felicity, and Thea. Oliver makes contact and agrees to exchange himself for them. Darhk tricks Oliver and attempts to kill them all in front of him. Malcolm, dressed as Green Arrow, and Laurel arrive and rescue everyone. Afterward, Oliver proposes to Felicity, who accepts. As they leave, Darhk's men shoot up Oliver's limo and hit Felicity while Darhk reunites with his wife and daughter. Meanwhile, H.I.V.E's plan, titled Genesis, is revealed to include mass growing of corn in a large field. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to the ship the Amazo and acquires the maps. However, Conklin finds Taiana alive and confronts Oliver.



	79
	10
	"Blood Debts"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Oscar Balderrama & Sarah Tarkoff
	January 20, 2016
	3J5810
	2.83[87]



	While Felicity goes under multiple surgeries, Oliver and the team continue searching for Darhk. Oliver turns to Quentin for information on Darhk's location, while John interrogates his brother Andy. They track down Darhk's location, but find only several dead Ghost soldiers and an anarchy symbol, deducing that Machin is back and out for revenge against Darhk. Machin is caught and Oliver interrogates him before freeing him to go after Darhk, tracking him in the process. Andy reveals Darhk's family house, where Machin goes too; the team arrives and saves Darhk's family, but Machin escapes. Darhk grants Oliver time to spend with his own family before Darhk can kill him. Meanwhile, Felicity is left paralyzed from being shot. John regains his relationship with Andy. Darhk's wife, Ruvé, is revealed to be his accomplice and H.I.V.E's plan is revealed to be destroying the world and rebuilding it. In flashbacks, Conklin presents his proof to Reiter, who allows the former to whip Oliver as punishment, until Reiter notices the spell on Oliver's abdomen. In exchange for Taiana's safety, Oliver agrees to help Reiter.



	80
	11
	"A.W.O.L."
	Charlotte Brandström
	Brian Ford Sullivan & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	January 27, 2016
	3J5811
	2.78[88]



	Felicity returns home from the hospital, trying to figure out her place on the team now that she is a paraplegic. An A.R.G.U.S. agent seeks out John and Lyla for assistance, but is kidnapped before he can tell the pair anything. The pair goes to Waller, who secretly gives her a portable hard drive that reveals the operative was taken by an organization known as "Shadowspire". John recognizes the name and recounts first meeting the war profiteering group in Afghanistan. With Andy's help, the team tracks Shadowspire. Oliver pressures Felicity for help, who has started having hallucinations of her hacker past self. Shadowspire infiltrates A.R.G.U.S. looking for the access codes to a project known as "Rubicon", killing Waller when she refuses to help. Oliver and the team, with Felicity's assistance, enter A.R.G.U.S. and stop Shadowspire. Oliver vows to look for a way to cure Felicity's paralysis; and John takes Andy to his house. In flashbacks, Reiter is revealed as the leader of Shadowspire.



	81
	12
	"Unchained"
	Kevin Fair
	Speed Weed & Beth Schwartz
	February 3, 2016
	3J5812
	2.48[89]



	The team goes after a burglar and Oliver and Thea manage to corner him. He escapes when Thea loses consciousness. Malcolm reveals to Oliver that since she has not taken a life, the bloodlust is killing her. Oliver finds out that the burglar is Roy. They free Roy from the control of a man who goes by the name Calculator. Felicity tracks the Calculator through the web, who reveals he intends to shut down the entire city, killing everyone in the process. The team manages to stop the plan. Meanwhile, Ruve enters the mayoral race, Thea slips into a coma, the Calculator is revealed to be Felicity's father, Noah Kuttler. Roy decides to leave again. Nyssa escapes her cell in Nanda Parbat, visits Tatsu and somehow convinces her to give her Lotus, a cure for Thea's bloodlust. She demands Oliver to kill Malcolm in exchange for Lotus. In flashbacks, Reiter tortures Oliver for information on the maps he acquired. Oliver has a mystical meeting with the soul of Shado, who gives him a special stone. He reveals to Taiana that he killed her brother.



	82
	13
	"Sins of the Father"
	Gordon Verheul
	Ben Sokolowski & Keto Shimizu
	February 10, 2016
	3J5813
	2.44[90]



	Oliver refuses Nyssa's offer; instead, he manages to convince Malcolm to relinquish control of the League to Nyssa in exchange for the Lotus. At the exchange, Malcolm double-crosses Nyssa and a war starts between the two Assassin factions in Star City. Oliver convinces Malcolm to challenge Nyssa to a duel. Oliver uses ancient rules to trade places with Nyssa as her husband. The former bests Malcolm but, instead of killing him, cuts off the hand wearing the Demon's Head ring and exchanges the ring for the Lotus. However, Nyssa disbands the League and destroys the ring. Malcolm informs Darhk about Oliver's son, William. Meanwhile, Noah reveals to Felicity that he is the Calculator, claiming to have changed into a good person. She finds out that he is lying and turns him over to the police. In flashbacks, Taiana takes the stone from Oliver and gives it to Reiter, demanding her freedom, which Reiter refuses to do and tasks her to help Oliver recover. She later reconciles with him. Reiter informs Oliver that the stone led to the location of what he seeks; and they are going to "dig".



	83
	14
	"Code of Silence"
	James Bamford
	Wendy Mericle & Oscar Balderrama
	February 17, 2016
	3J5814
	2.44[91]



	Malcolm joins Darhk, Ruvé, and the other leaders of H.I.V.E. and it is revealed that they are moving on to "Phase 5" of their plan. Darhk sends a group of mercenaries, known as the Demolition Team, to take out Quentin, whom Laurel saves. With Curtis' help, Felicity realizes that the Demolition Team is planning to destroy the building of the mayoral debate between Oliver and Ruvé, leaving her alive as a sympathetic survivor. Oliver and his team stop the mercenaries in time for Oliver to win the debate. Oliver and Felicity become engaged and Curtis presents her a device that can cure her paralysis. Darhk kidnaps William. Meanwhile, Thea finds out about William and supports Oliver's decision to hide it from Felicity. Quentin tells Donna about his previous involvement with Darhk. In flashbacks, in order to gain the approval of the prisoners, Oliver kills Conklin, who reveals that Reiter plans to kill all the prisoners after he finds his "ultimate power".



	84
	15
	"Taken"
	Gregory Smith
	Story by : Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Keto Shimizu & Brian Ford Sullivan
	February 24, 2016
	3J5815
	2.70[92]



	Darhk demands Oliver withdraw from the mayoral race in exchange for William. Oliver reveals the truth about William to the rest of the team while revealing his alter ego to Samantha. He asks a Detroit-based vigilante named Mari McCabe for help, as her powers are derived from magic. Mari tracks William's location; but they fail to rescue him. Oliver withdraws from the race while the team discovers the root of Darhk's powers and sets a plan to destroy his mystical idol. The plan works; Darhk is left powerless and arrested, while William is saved. They also discover that Malcolm was the one who kidnapped William. Later, Oliver sends William and his mother away for safety, planning to reveal the truth to William when he is 18. Felicity decides to break up with Oliver while she recovers her ability to walk. In flashbacks, a passage is discovered that leads to Reiter's "ultimate power" and the spell on Oliver's stomach allows him to pass unharmed.



	85
	16
	"Broken Hearts"
	John Showalter
	Rebecca Bellotto & Nolan Dunbar
	March 23, 2016
	3J5816
	2.09[93]



	Carrie Cutter returns to Star City and begins targeting high profile couples. While the team works to track her whereabouts and prevent any more killings, Laurel works on Darhk's prosecution. After several failed attempts to find a suitable witness, Quentin testifies to his involvement. The team discovers that Carrie is targeting couples that have recently been married. In order to draw her out, Oliver convinces Felicity to stage a "secret" wedding with him to set themselves up as targets, intentionally leaking the information to the media. The plan works and Carrie attacks Oliver and Felicity at the ceremony. Felicity distracts her long enough for Diggle and Thea to apprehend her. Darhk's bail is denied and is remanded into custody. Quentin is suspended pending an investigation, while Felicity quits the team for good. In custody, Darhk is shown wearing a mystical ring he secretly carried inside. In flashbacks, Oliver leads Reiter to a mystical idol, but steals it and runs off into the tunnels with Taiana. The pair incapacitate two mercenaries and acquire their guns.



	86
	17
	"Beacon of Hope"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	March 30, 2016
	3J5817
	2.34[94]



	Brie Larvan orchestrates her release from prison and travels to Star City in search of the bio-mechanical chip that helps Felicity walk. Brie attacks Palmer Tech, holding the board hostage until Felicity turns herself over. Curtis tracks down Oliver's hideout, discovering his secret in the process, so that he can offer his help to the team to save Felicity, Donna, and Thea. Oliver is stung by one of Brie's robotic bees. Curtis realizes the sting actually implanted a bee within Oliver that is replicating itself. Laurel uses her Canary Cry to save Oliver. Felicity is able to evacuate the board members, while Brie reveals she is after the chip because she has a tumor that is going to leave her paralyzed. Curtis develops a virus to shut down the bees and uses them to stop Brie. Meanwhile, Malcolm visits Darhk and informs him that H.I.V.E. is proceeding with "Genesis" without the latter, who later gains the loyalty of Michael Amar. Andy is revealed to be still allegiant to Darhk. In flashbacks, Oliver engages Reiter, whose powers from the idol dwindle; and the latter escapes into the tunnels to recover it. Oliver and Taiana decide to save the prisoners instead.



	87
	18
	"Eleven-Fifty-Nine"
	Rob Hardy
	Marc Guggenheim & Keto Shimizu
	April 6, 2016
	3J5818
	2.24[95]



	Andy tells John that he was approached by Malcolm about a plan to break Darhk out of prison. Oliver and John foil H.I.V.E.'s plan, but it turns out to be a ruse designed to let Malcolm and his loyal Assassins invade the bunker and steal Darhk's idol. Malcolm delivers the idol to Darhk, who finds out that it is incomplete. John reveals to Andy that he personally hid the missing piece in another location. Oliver becomes suspicious of Andy. Darhk and Amar orchestrate a prison riot and the team sets out to stop him with Andy joining them. However, when the team reaches Darhk, Andy turns on them and gives Darhk the missing piece to his idol. With his powers restored, Darhk subdues the team and stabs Laurel before escaping with Malcolm, Andy, and tens of other inmates. Laurel later dies at the hospital. In flashbacks, Oliver and Taiana help the prisoners escape and set off a bomb to bury Reiter in the tunnels. Reiter kills his two accompanying mercenaries in order to survive by the idol.



	88
	19
	"Canary Cry"
	Laura Belsey
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	April 27, 2016
	3J5819
	2.27[96]



	As the team, including the rejoined Felicity, mourns Laurel's death and tries to determine their next move against Darhk, another woman posing as the Black Canary appears in Star City. She turns out to be Evelyn Sharp, the daughter of H.I.V.E. prisoners who were left behind after Oliver saved his team when they were kidnapped by Darhk previously. John, angry at being betrayed by Andy, goes after Ruvé, the new mayor; but Oliver intervenes. Ruvé issues arrest warrants for all vigilantes. Sharp goes after Ruvé publicly, but Oliver is able to dissuade her from killing Ruvé. Meanwhile, Quentin starts looking for ways to revive Laurel; but Oliver manages to dissuade him. At Laurel's funeral, Oliver reveals her as the Black Canary to preserve her image with the city. Afterwards, Oliver vows to find a way to defeat and kill Darhk. In flashbacks, Oliver and Laurel struggle to come to terms with Tommy Merlyn's death. In the end, Oliver leaves Laurel to cope on her own and returns to Lian Yu.



	89
	20
	"Genesis"
	Gregory Smith
	Oscar Balderrama & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	May 4, 2016
	3J5820
	2.07[97]



	Darhk returns to H.I.V.E. and kills two of the board members before renewing his plans for "Genesis". Oliver and Felicity go to Hub City and meet an immortal shaman, Fortuna, who starts educating Oliver about dark magic. After a mystical ritual, Fortuna tells Oliver that the darkness inside him is too strong to channel the light. In Star City, John locates Andy, but is captured after a brief shootout. Andy puts a tracking device on him, then allows John to escape so that Darhk and his team can go after John and Lyla and steal "Rubicon", the key to the world's nuclear weapons. Oliver manages to stop Darhk by channeling the power of light, nullifying Darhk's powers and forcing him to retreat. John kills Andy. Meanwhile, Thea and Alex, who is working for Ruve now, go to an unknown city for vacation. She soon realizes that the city is atypical and finds out that Alex is using Darhk's mind control pills. She is subdued by Darhk's operatives and the city is revealed to be under Star City. The team realizes that Darhk plans to detonate nuclear weapons and build a new world over the ashes.



	90
	21
	"Monument Point"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Speed Weed & Jenny Lynn
	May 11, 2016
	3J5821
	2.16[98]



	Darhk begins taking control of the world's nuclear missiles. The team seeks out Noah to help disable Rubicon. Darhk sends Danny Brickwell and Amar to find and kill Noah, but Oliver and his team are able to rescue him. Noah agrees to help, but it requires a high-powered processor from Palmer Tech. Felicity learns she has been fired as CEO and is unable to get the processor, forcing the team to break in and steal it. H.I.V.E. locates the team when Noah hacks into Rubicon. As H.I.V.E. attacks, Felicity and Noah shut down Rubicon and stop all the missiles but one, which launches and heads to Monument Point. Felicity only manages to redirect it to Havenrock, reducing the casualties to tens of thousands. Oliver and Diggle find Darhk in the Star City nexus chamber, gathering more power from all the deaths caused by the explosion. Meanwhile in the underground city, Malcolm tells Thea it is designed to protect Darhk and his chosen people from the nuclear apocalypse. Lonnie attacks the city and kills Alex. In flashbacks, Reiter escapes the cave-in, but Oliver and Taiana steal the idol back. The idol then begins to affect Taiana.



	91
	22
	"Lost in the Flood"
	Glen Winter
	Brian Ford Sullivan & Oscar Balderrama
	May 18, 2016
	3J5822
	1.94[99]



	His power grown exponentially, Darhk attempts to reactivate "Rubicon" with the help of Felicity's former boyfriend, Cooper, and launch the remaining missiles. However, Noah, Felicity, and Curtis successfully shut down "Rubicon" for good. Meanwhile, Oliver and Diggle discover the underground town and track Thea's whereabouts. Malcolm uses a mind-controlling drug on her which makes her turn on Oliver, but Oliver manages to talk her back to reality. Just then, Machin takes over H.I.V.E.'s command center and threatens to destroy Darhk's town. Oliver, Diggle, and Thea intercede, but the main power source gets ruptured and explodes, destroying the city. The town is evacuated and Machin escapes, but not before killing Ruvé. Donna convinces Noah to leave and never come back. Darhk decides to use "Rubicon" to destroy the whole Earth and shows up at Oliver's home, where Felicity, Donna, and Curtis are. In flashbacks, the idol begins to slowly corrupt Taiana, feeding her ever more power from each soldier she and Oliver kill. Oliver takes the idol and tries to talk her down, but Reiter suddenly arrives and confronts them both.



	92
	23
	"Schism"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Wendy Mericle & Marc Guggenheim
	May 25, 2016
	3J5823
	2.19[100]



	Darhk steals the laptop keeping him locked out of "Rubicon" and launches over 15,000 nuclear missiles, giving the team two hours to prevent worldwide annihilation. With Star City citizens rioting, Oliver addresses everyone directly, inspiring hope in them to stay strong, while Felicity and Curtis divert the missile aimed at Star City. Oliver goes after Darhk, while Felicity, Merlyn, and Thea track down "Rubicon". Felicity convinces Cooper to stop helping Darhk, at the cost of his life. Curtis devises a means to stop the missiles. Oliver is able to nullify Darhk's powers with the hope he inspired throughout the city. While the citizens of Star City take on Darhk's remaining men, Oliver duels and kills Darhk. Afterward, Thea, Diggle and Lance, who gets fired from SCPD, leave the team for new lives, and the city council appoints Oliver as the interim mayor. In flashbacks, Oliver and Taiana manage to kill Reiter. She then convinces him to kill her when she is unable to escape the darkness within. Oliver radios Waller to rescue the rest of the prisoners and keep the idol safe, intending to go to Russia to meet Taiana's family as he promised.
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	93
	1
	"Legacy"
	James Bamford
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	October 5, 2016
	T27.13201
	1.87[102]



	Five months after the death of Damien Darhk, Oliver is distracted from his new duties as mayor due to continuing as Green Arrow alone, his old team members having gone their separate ways. He is encouraged by Felicity to build a new team by recruiting the amateur vigilantes now working in Star City, like Rene Ramirez.[101] A new criminal crew appears, headed by Tobias Church, and kidnaps Mayor Queen in a bid to draw out and kill the Green Arrow, thereby taking over the city. He is rescued by Speedy, but she permanently quits the team after seeing that Oliver is again willing to kill. Church escapes from the Green Arrow and a team of several police officers, then later unites all the organized crime cartels and street gangs under his leadership. Oliver finally agrees to form a new team and includes Curtis at the latter's request. Elsewhere, a mysterious hooded figure in black kills a policeman in cold blood. In a flashback, Oliver encounters his old friend Anatoli Knyazev in Russia. Anatoli agrees to help him kill Konstantin Kovar, the tyrant running Taiana's village, by initiating him to the Bratva, the only group that can possibly defeat Kovar.



	94
	2
	"The Recruits"
	James Bamford
	Speed Weed & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]
	October 12, 2016
	T27.13202
	1.94[103]



	Green Arrow recruits Rene, Evelyn Sharp, and Curtis and begins training them using an exercise from his Bratva initiation, revealed through flashbacks. As mayor, Oliver arranges to have AmerTek provide free medical care for Star City's disenfranchised at a special clinic. A new metahuman, "Ragman", appears and starts attacking AmerTek executives. The recruits leave Green Arrow because they do not trust him. Thea discovers that AmerTek CEO Janet Carroll is working with Church and Felicity learns that it was AmerTek's nuclear missiles that Damien Darhk used to try and destroy the world. Ragman and Green Arrow stop an arms buy between Carroll and Church. Ragman later reveals that he was the only survivor of the Haven Rock bombing. Green Arrow convinces him to put aside vengeance and join his team. Later, Oliver reveals his identity to the other recruits as a sign of trust and they agree to rejoin the team. Thea decides to appoint Quentin as Deputy Mayor. Church is attacked by the mysterious archer who calls himself "Prometheus", who wants to personally kill Green Arrow. Meanwhile, Diggle, back in the Army[image: External link] and on a covert operation, is ambushed by his superior, who plans to sell a nuclear trigger and frame Diggle.



	95
	3
	"A Matter of Trust"
	Gregory Smith
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	October 19, 2016
	T27.13203
	1.79[104]



	Green Arrow investigates a new drug, "Stardust", but still believes his team is not ready for the streets. While he is being informed about Prometheus, Rene and Evelyn secretly raid Stardust dealer Derek Sampson's warehouse. The raid goes wrong and Sampson ends up with superhuman strength and an inability to feel pain. Oliver learns what happened from District Attorney Adrian Chase, convincing him that he still cannot trust his recruits. Felicity advises him to accept the recruits as they are and Green Arrow finally uses his new team to stop Sampson from creating more superhumans. Oliver also publicly endorses Thea's decision to appoint Quentin as Deputy Mayor after negative news stories almost cause her to resign. Felicity admits to Rory, the Ragman, that she was the one responsible for Haven Rock. Diggle is incarcerated and hallucinates Floyd Lawton as his cellmate due to guilt over killing his brother. Afterward, he tells Lyla that he will not fight the charges against him, so she asks Oliver to help her break Diggle out of prison. Flashbacks focus on Anatoli teaching Oliver the need to trust his brothers in the Bratva.



	96
	4
	"Penance"
	Dermott Downs
	Brian Ford Sullivan[image: External link] & Oscar Balderrama[image: External link]
	October 26, 2016
	T27.13204
	1.87[105]



	Oliver's team captures an associate of Church's and delivers him and his loot to the SCPD. Afterward, Rory formally leaves the team, saying that he cannot work with Felicity. Oliver leaves Star City to help Lyla break Diggle out of prison over Felicity and the team's objections. Quentin and Adrian personally deliver the evidence to the SCPD, which turns out to be a disguised bomb. The explosion allows Church's group to break in and steal weapons from evidence. Oliver infiltrates a federal prison and locates Diggle, who agrees to escape to safeguard Oliver. Oliver takes him and Lyla to a H.I.V.E. safe house. Felicity attempts to reconcile matters with Rory. She and the team determine that Church is planning an assault on the SCPD's anti-crime unit, where Adrian is interrogating Church's man. Rory rejoins the team and they help everyone inside escape the attack. However, Curtis is injured and Church captures Rene, intending to torture him to death. Oliver returns and vows to rescue Rene, while Adrian decides to trust the vigilantes' motives. In flashbacks, Anatoli tasks Oliver with gaining information from, and then killing, an associate of Kovar. Oliver completes the assignment and Anatoli welcomes him into the Bratva.



	97
	5
	"Human Target"
	Laura Belsey
	Oscar Balderrama & Sarah Tarkoff
	November 2, 2016
	T27.13205
	1.61[106]



	Oliver rescues Rene, who tells him that he gave up Green Arrow's true identity to Church. Church plans to kill Oliver as the Mayor instead of as the vigilante. Diggle rejoins the team and suggests that bodyguard Christopher Chance, the "Human Target", could be able to help them. Christopher impersonates Oliver at City Hall and fakes the Mayor's death when Church's mercenary attacks. The team realizes that Church plans to consolidate the drug traffic of five cities through Star City, needing Green Arrow eliminated for his plan to succeed. Oliver and his team, joined by Diggle and Christopher, raid Church's meeting and capture him along with several other crime lords. Oliver publicly claims that his faked death was part of a sting operation. Prometheus kills Church during transport, despite Church telling him Green Arrow's identity. Television reporter Susan Williams obtains evidence that Oliver was in Russia during the time he was supposedly stranded on the island. Meanwhile, Oliver finds out that Felicity is dating Billy Malone, a police detective recently assigned to the Anti-Crime Unit. In flashbacks, Oliver is ambushed by other Bratva members. However, the men are killed by Christopher, whom Anatoli had hired to protect Oliver.



	98
	6
	"So It Begins"
	John Behring
	Wendy Mericle & Brian Ford Sullivan
	November 9, 2016
	T27.13206
	1.95[107]



	Oliver, Diggle, and Felicity privately track Prometheus, who starts killing seemingly random civilians with throwing stars. A news report on the killings causes tension in the city and angers the recruits, since they were not informed. Felicity steals one of the stars from Billy to examine it. A pattern between the victims relates to Oliver's list from when he first started out as the Hood. This further angers the recruits, Evelyn most of all, as they did not know about Oliver's "kill list" from when he initially returned. Felicity uses the pattern to predict future victims and the team splits up. Evelyn encounters Prometheus and engages him, managing to cut his arm before being overpowered. Oliver then arrives, but Prometheus escapes. Meanwhile, Thea discovers that Quentin never quit drinking. Evelyn reconciles with Oliver and Felicity tells Billy that she works with the Green Arrow, which intrigues him. She later tells Oliver that evidence she has discovered suggests that Prometheus could be an SCPD officer; Quentin is shown waking from an alcohol-induced sleep with a slash across his arm and a throwing star in his possession. In flashbacks, during a Bratva operation, Oliver is abducted by Kovar's men and taken to him.



	99
	7
	"Vigilante"
	Gordon Verheul
	Ben Sokolowski & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	November 16, 2016
	T27.13207
	1.86[108]



	A new vigilante appears in Star City, one who kills criminals in cold blood. Quentin tenders his resignation as Deputy Mayor. He later tells Thea about the throwing star and his drunken blackouts, but believes he is being set up. The team intercepts the Vigilante during a bank robbery, but he gets away, as does Eric Dunn, the head of the robbers. D.A. Chase forces one of the other robbers to reveal Dunn's location and Green Arrow saves him from the Vigilante. Thea convinces Quentin to go into rehabilitation, while Oliver and Susan start getting closer. The team poses as bank robbers to lure out the Vigilante, who again escapes even after Oliver defeats and nearly unmasks him. Thea tells Oliver about Quentin and the possibility of his being framed; they deduce that Prometheus must know Green Arrow's identity. Evelyn is revealed to be working for Prometheus. In flashbacks, Kovar introduces Oliver to his servant Galina, Taiana's mother. He also claims that the Bratva have only been using Oliver for their own ends, including making a deal with him. Kovar then releases Oliver back to the Bratva.



	100
	8
	"Invasion!"
	James Bamford
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	November 30, 2016
	T27.13208
	3.55[109]



	
Oliver finds himself back at Queen Manor; both his parents are alive, he is about to be married to Laurel Lance, and Diggle is the Hood. However, it is revealed that he, Diggle, Thea, Sara, and Ray are all being held unconscious inside pods aboard the Dominator mothership. Meanwhile, Felicity, Curtis, and Cisco Ramon try to hack into the Dominators' mainframe using a piece of their technology. The team recovers a necessary device with the help of the Flash and Supergirl and manages to locate the others. Oliver begins seeing flashes of his former life, as do Sara and Ray. All five captives soon realize that they are inside a shared hallucination. Their escape attempt is blocked by manifestations of Malcolm Merlyn, Deathstroke, Damien Darhk, and their mercenaries. The group defeats all of them, then leaves the dream and awakens inside the ship. Escaping in a shuttle, they are rescued by the Waverider. Ray deduces that the Dominators were gathering information from their minds to help them complete a special "weapon," using the hallucination as a distraction. The team learns that the Dominator mothership is headed toward Earth.



This episode continues a crossover that begins on The Flash season 3 episode 8[image: External link] and concludes on Legends of Tomorrow season 2 episode 7[image: External link].



	101
	9
	"What We Leave Behind"
	Antonio Negret
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	December 7, 2016
	T27.13209
	1.94[110]



	Prometheus obtains further intel about the team from Evelyn. He then attacks and hospitalizes Curtis, injecting him with a tuberculosis vaccine developed by Justin Claybourne, a corrupt pharmaceutical manufacturer named on Oliver's former kill list. Flashbacks show that Oliver killed Claybourne after discovering that he financed a TB epidemic, then raised the price on his drug to boost his company's profits. When the team tracks down Prometheus, Evelyn reveals her true allegiance and escapes with Prometheus. Investigating Prometheus on his own, Billy sends information he discovers to Felicity just before the villain captures him. The information turns out to be about Claybourne's illegitimate son, who may now be seeking retribution. Oliver deduces that Prometheus is at the former office building of the corporation that created the epidemic and goes there alone. He finds that Prometheus has staged it to resemble Oliver's prior attack. Oliver kills Prometheus, only to discover he has actually killed a gagged Billy, whom the real Prometheus set up as himself to trick Oliver. Curtis' husband Paul leaves him after discovering Curtis is a vigilante; Felicity mourns Billy's death; Diggle is recaptured; Oliver finds what seems to be Laurel Lance[image: External link] alive and well inside the lair.



	102
	10
	"Who Are You?"
	Gregory Smith
	Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	January 25, 2017
	T27.13210
	1.68[111]



	Oliver welcomes the seemingly-revived Laurel into the team, but it becomes clear that she is Laurel's Earth-2 doppelganger, having been broken out of S.T.A.R. Labs by Prometheus. Laurel escapes and calls Oliver for an meeting, which ends in her capture. Learning about Paul, Rene convinces Curtis to focus on his capabilities, not his flaws. Oliver places Laurel in an A.R.G.U.S. facility, hoping to change her one day. Oliver reveals his plans to follow their Laurel's dying wish, to find a new Black Canary. In a bar in Hub City, a woman with a sonic scream stops an attempted assault in a bar. Meanwhile, Oliver convinces Adrian to represent John. The latter's corrupt superior, General Walker, arrives to transfer him into custody, but Adrian manages to keep John in his jurisdiction. In flashbacks, Gregor, the Bratva traitor, attempts to force Oliver's obedience, but the latter is rescued by a female archer named Talia.



	103
	11
	"Second Chances"
	Mark Bunting
	Speed Weed & Sarah Tarkoff
	February 1, 2017
	T27.13211
	1.91[112]



	During the S.T.A.R. Labs incident, CCPD undercover officer Tina Boland develops a sonic scream after watching her partner die at the hands of drug dealer Sean Sonus. In the present day, Adrian tells Oliver that the NSA had been investigating Walker, but its file has disappeared. While Felicity tries to locate it, Oliver takes Rene and Curtis to Hub City to recruit Tina. She initially refuses to join, but the team intercepts her attacking Sonus, who is also a metahuman with sonic powers. Sonus escapes and Oliver reveals his identity to convince Tina to let him help her. Oliver's team helps her defeat the dealers during a shipment, but Oliver fails to dissuade her from killing Sonus. Meanwhile, Felicity meets with a hacktivist whom she inspired during her college days and receives the file against Walker along with a cache of other secret information. With the file, Adrian manages to get John released. Tina meets Oliver and agrees to join the team, revealing that her real name is Dinah Drake. In flashbacks, Talia helps Oliver kill an important associate of Kovar's. She also urges Oliver to become the avenger his father wanted him to be for Starling City.



	104
	12
	"Bratva"
	Ben Bray
	Oscar Balderrama & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	February 8, 2017
	T27.13212
	1.61[113]



	In flashbacks, Oliver and Talia kill an illegal drug merchant from Robert Queen's list. Talia again presses Oliver to return home, but he chooses instead to help Anatoli kill Gregor. In the present, the team learns that Walker is in Russia for a deal with Markovian terrorists. Oliver takes everyone except Rene, who is tasked to help Quentin with his interview with Susan. Anatoli refuses to help Oliver unless he does something criminal in return, which Oliver initially refuses. After Felicity blackmails a Russian analyst, the team manages to capture Walker's henchman, whom John tortures, but to no avail. In order to prevent John and Felicity from acting against their own morals, Oliver accepts Anatoli's terms and attacks a rival with Dinah's assistance. Team Arrow and the Bratva intercept Walker's deal; and John decides to spare Walker, who is arrested by the Military Police, while Rory uses his rags to contain the nuclear blast. Upon returning, Oliver sleeps with Susan, who later stealthily deduces his alter-ego after learning about a similar hooded vigilante in Russia five years prior through her source. Rory tells Felicity that his rags do not function anymore, and he needs to leave temporarily. Meanwhile, with Rene's help, Quentin's interview is successful, and they become friends.



	105
	13
	"Spectre of the Gun"
	Kristin Windell
	Marc Guggenheim
	February 15, 2017
	T27.13213
	1.66[114]



	Sixteen months ago, Rene watched his wife, an addict, being killed by a dealer in front of the former's daughter, Zoe, who was transferred to foster care, and Rene was prohibited from seeing her. He was inspired by the Green Arrow killing Darhk and saving Star City, deciding to start his vigilantism. In the present, Rene now works for Quentin as his assistant. An armed man attacks the city hall and kills and wounds several staff members. Felicity identifies the shooter as James Edlund, a former clerk and a gun control proponent who lost his family in a shootout months ago. Thea and Quentin encourage Oliver to deal with the situation as the mayor, not the vigilante. The latter decides to work with the city council for a gun control act. Rene and Curtis locate Edlund's hideout and find his next target, where Oliver confronts Edlund as the mayor and dissuades him from killing anyone, convincing him to surrender. Oliver reaches to an agreement with the council over the act. Curtis promises Rene to help him get to Zoe legally. Meanwhile, John convinces Dinah to return to normal life. She enlists in the SCPD.



	106
	14
	"The Sin-Eater"
	Mary Lambert
	Barbara Bloom & Jenny Lynn
	February 22, 2017
	T27.13214
	1.54[115]



	Oliver meets Prometheus's alleged mother, who refuses to help him. During a prison transfer, Chien, Carrie, and Warner kill the guards and escape. Oliver appoints Dinah as an SCPD officer. Pike receives evidence that the Green Arrow killed Malone, and he orders a manhunt. Oliver and Quentin track down the trio, who escape due to the intervention of the ACU. Oliver surmises that Prometheus is responsible for sending the evidence. Susan confronts Oliver for being the vigilante, which he denies. Thea discredits her by having Felicity hack Susan's files and insert proof that she committed plagiarism. Susan gets angry with Oliver, who confronts Thea. He reveals the cover-up of Malone's death to Pike. The team intercepts the trio stealing money from a stash left by Church, and are ambushed by their mercenaries. The ACU arrives and arrests the trio, allowing Team Arrow to leave. Quentin gives Dinah his blessing to assume the Black Canary identity. Word of the cover-up is later leaked to the media, which could lead to Oliver's impeachment. In flashbacks, Oliver and Anatoli engage Gregor's men. Gregor prepares to kill Anatoli.



	107
	15
	"Fighting Fire with Fire"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Speed Weed & Ben Sokolowski
	March 1, 2017
	T27.13215
	1.60[116]



	Oliver's impeachment process begins, with Adrian serving as his attorney. The Vigilante starts targeting the former, but is opposed by Prometheus, who is revealed to be Adrian. Using Pandora, Felicity and Thea learn about a secret that can be used to blackmail an alderman. Oliver and John dissuade them from using the method. Using a piece of the Vigilante's suit, Curtis manages to track his location, where he plans to kill Oliver, who publicly disavows the Green Arrow as a "cop killer", stating his motive for the cover-up as to protect the people from losing hope. The Vigilante escapes. The council votes against impeachment. However, Thea resigns from Oliver's administration in order to work on her morality. Paul decides to divorce Curtis. Susan gets her job back due to Felicity's anonymous testimony. Felicity then secretly joins Helix. Adrian aggressively demands Susan to listen to his story. In flashbacks, Anatoli demands a "spross dopross", a process to depose the Pakhan. Oliver infiltrates Kovar's mansion and acquires evidence that Gregor has been embezzling the Bratva's money. The majority of the captains vote for Anatoli; but Gregor starts a mutiny.



	108
	16
	"Checkmate"
	Ken Shane
	Beth Schwartz & Sarah Tarkoff
	March 15, 2017
	T27.13216
	1.53[117]



	Oliver meets Talia, who reveals herself to be Ra's al Ghul's daughter. She tells Oliver that she hates him for killing her father and that she helped Adrian become Prometheus. Oliver confronts Adrian, who says that he has kidnapped Williams, who will starve if Oliver kills him. The Green Arrow breaks into Adrian's house and tries to reason with Adrian's wife, Doris, before the ACU storms in, forcing him to escape. Felicity agrees to hack Department of Homeland Security drones for Helix, which finds Williams' location in exchange. Oliver's team enters the building, finding and rescuing William before Oliver confronts Adrian. Diggle brings Doris, who attempts to convince Adrian to surrender, only for him to mortally stab her. Oliver engages Adrian while the others take Williams and Doris away. Talia arrives and helps Adrian overpower and abduct Oliver. Adrian tells Oliver that he plans to help Oliver learn who he really is. Meanwhile, Adrian continues acting normally in City Hall, angering the team. In flashbacks, most of the Bratva captains are killed in the shootout before Gregor escapes. Oliver and Knyazev attack Gregor during his meeting with his loyal members and kill him.



	109
	17
	"Kapiushon"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Brian Ford Sullivan & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	March 22, 2017
	T27.13217
	1.38[118]



	In flashbacks, Anatoli becomes the new Pakhan. Kovar buys Sarin gas from Malcolm. Anatoli learns that Kovar is planning a coup against the Russian government. By torturing an operative of Kovar, Oliver learns that Kovar has invited key government officials to his casino, where he plans to assassinate all of them by the gas. Oliver convinces Galina, Taiana's mother to give him her key card to the casino. Oliver and the Bratva infiltrate the casino, where Kovar learns about Galina's betrayal and kills her, angering Oliver, who fails to stop the spread of the gas in time, leading to Viktor's death. Anatoli fails to persuade Oliver from killing Kovar. The former appoints him as a Bratva captain. Malcolm helps Kovar's operatives revive him. In the present, Adrian continues torturing Oliver to make him confess a "secret". The former brings a seemingly reluctant Evelyn, apparently killing her after Oliver refuses to do it. Oliver reveals that he killed people because he liked it, which Adrian wanted to hear. Evelyn is revealed to be alive and still assisting Adrian. Adrian lets Oliver go, and he returns to the hideout and tells the team about his decision to end his vigilantism.



	110
	18
	"Disbanded"
	JJ Makaro
	Rebecca Bellotto
	March 29, 2017
	T27.13218
	1.55[119]



	With Chase having broken him, Oliver disbands Team Arrow and calls in the Bratva to take out Chase. Diggle tries to talk Oliver out of it, reminding him that there are better ways of doing things. Felicity goes to Helix and manages to find pixelated footage of Chase taking off his Prometheus mask. Oliver allows the Bratva to steal diabetes medicine, before they are stopped by Team Arrow. Diggle eventually tells Oliver they can fix him, if he asks for help. Oliver rejoins Team Arrow, taking out the Bratva and saving hostages that Anatoli had taken as leverage. Felicity and Curtis manage to decode Chase's device, revealing Chase as Prometheus to the police. Oliver claims he's not ready to put the hood back on yet, but with his team, it will be sooner rather than later. When his guards try to arrest Chase, Chase kills them and leaves his safe house. In flashbacks, Oliver plans to return to Lian Yu, so Anatoli plans one last heist to help sick children, hoping to convince Oliver to stay, but Oliver decides to still return to Lian Yu, so he can stage his dramatic return to Starling City.



	111
	19
	"Dangerous Liaisons"
	Joel Novoa
	Speed Weed & Elizabeth Kim
	April 26, 2017
	T27.13219
	1.36[120]



	With law enforcement agencies unable to locate Chase, Felicity agrees to Alena's plan to free former Helix leader Cayden James, who has created a biometric tracker that can find anyone, but who is currently in A.R.G.U.S. custody without due process. Lyla plans to use James as bait to destroy Helix but Alena, having already anticipated it, finds James' true location and leads her team, including Felicity, to the rescue. They are interrupted by Team Arrow; but Felicity forces them to allow Helix to escape with James. Helix end their connection to Felicity, but provide her with James' scanner, which she uses to learn that Chase is already in the team hideout, starting an assault. Meanwhile, Quentin confronts Rene for not visiting Zoe, though legally possible. Rene believes himself to be an unsuitable father. However, Quentin organizes a visit, making Rene decide to fight for reclaiming Zoe. John confronts Lyla for her moral ambiguity, which led to their divorce previously.



	112
	20
	"Underneath"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	May 3, 2017
	T27.13220
	1.36[121]



	Chase triggers an EMP within the team hideout, deactivating all the equipment, stranding Oliver and Felicity and rendering her paralysed. Curtis learns about the attack, informing Rene and Dinah. Diggle and Lyla agree to put their problems aside when they hear about Oliver and Felicity. The team soon realizes that after a period of time, a backup generator will activate, igniting the methane gas leaking into the base. Oliver is injured trying to find a way out. Eventually, Diggle is lowered down an access shaft by the others' help and manages to pull up Oliver and Felicity. Team Arrow takes refuge at A.R.G.U.S., where Diggle and Lyla reconcile. Later, Chase is revealed to have tracked down Oliver's son, William. In flashbacks to the period after Damien's death, Oliver, Felicity, and Curtis continue working together. Curtis arranges to have Oliver and Felicity spend time together, leading to having sex in the lair, but she decides that she is not ready to get back together with Oliver, who accepts it.



	113
	21
	"Honor Thy Fathers"
	Laura Belsey
	Marc Guggenheim & Sarah Tarkoff
	May 10, 2017
	T27.13221
	1.65[122]



	Chase's prosecutions are discredited and most of the convicts, including Sampson, are released on bail. Oliver is sent a body, identified as Henry Goodwin. While Curtis and Dinah track Sampson, the others investigate Goodwin, who is revealed to have been killed by Robert, shocking Thea and Oliver. Team Arrow deduces that Chase and Sampson are working together to release Claybourne's weaponized tuberculosis in Star City. With Oliver wearing the Green Arrow costume again, they track the bomb and engage Sampson's party while Oliver duels Chase. Sampson is captured as Curtis defuses the bomb. Oliver reveals that Claybourne planned to disown Chase due to the Chase's mental condition. Disillusioned, Chase asks Oliver to kill him, but Oliver arrests him instead. Oliver gives Thea a video of Robert asking her to look after Oliver. Meanwhile, Rene refuses to testify in court so as not to upset Zoe, leading to the judge dismissing his claim. In flashbacks, Oliver and Anatoli return to Lian Yu, where they arrange for Oliver's return to Starling City. Anatoli leaves to bribe the boatmen to sail towards the island, where Oliver is captured by Kovar, who knows about Oliver's plan.



	114
	22
	"Missing"
	Mairzee Almas
	Speed Weed & Oscar Balderrama
	May 17, 2017
	T27.13222
	1.44[123]



	The team holds a birthday party for Oliver, but Rene, Dinah and Curtis are later kidnapped by Chase's outside team. Realizing that Chase is picking them off after Thea and Quentin are kidnapped by Black Siren and Evelyn, Oliver accepts Malcolm's aid to help him kidnap Chase. However, Chase reveals he has kidnapped William; and Oliver is forced to free him. Felicity and Diggle are also kidnapped by Talia and the League of Assassins, and Oliver recruits Nyssa to help him fight Chase's army. Tracking a plane carrying Chase, they realize they are going to Lian Yu. Arriving on the island, Oliver visits Slade and asks his help. In flashbacks, Kovar injects a drug into Oliver that forces him to suffer flashbacks to times he killed or watched others die over the last five years. After enduring hallucinations of Yao Fei and Laurel, Oliver eventually finds the strength to escape.



	115
	23
	"Lian Yu"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Wendy Mericle & Marc Guggenheim
	May 24, 2017
	T27.13223
	1.72[124]



	Oliver recruits Slade, who no longer hates him due to the Mirakuru completely out of his system. Harkness is revealed to be allegiant to Chase. Oliver's party frees Felicity, Thea, Curtis and Samantha, locking Evelyn. Oliver tasks Malcolm to take Felicity's party to Chase's plane in order to escape Lian Yu. His party manages to free John, Rene, Dinah and Quentin, who knocks Black Siren unconscious while Nyssa defeats Talia. Meanwhile, Thea sets foot on a landmine. Malcolm quickly takes her place and tells the others to escape, using the mine to seemingly kill himself and Harkness when he arrives. Felicity's party reaches the plane, but learns that the whole island is rigged with C4, which will explode upon Chase's death. Oliver tasks John to lead the others to Felicity's party and escape while the former captures Chase on a boat and frees William, who has learned his relation to Oliver and discovers that his father is the Green Arrow. The plane is revealed to have been sabotaged by Chase. Oliver tells the others to run to a ship on the eastern shore. Chase kills himself, with the island completely exploding, and the others' fates unknown as Oliver and William watch in horror despite being with each other. In flashbacks, Oliver kills Kovar and his men, reaching the boat in time and calling Moira.
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 Home media





	Season
	DVD release dates
	Blu-ray release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]
	Region A[image: External link]
	Region B[image: External link]



	1
	September 17, 2013[125]
	September 23, 2013[126]
	October 2, 2013[127]
	September 17, 2013[125]
	September 23, 2013[128]



	2
	September 16, 2014[129]
	September 22, 2014[130]
	December 3, 2014[131]
	September 16, 2014[129]
	September 22, 2014[132]



	3
	September 22, 2015[133]
	September 28, 2015[134]
	September 23, 2015[135]
	September 22, 2015[133]
	September 28, 2015[136]



	4
	August 30, 2016[137]
	September 5, 2016[138]
	September 7, 2016[139]
	August 30, 2016[137]
	September 5, 2016[140]
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Arrow (TV series)






Not to be confused with the television series Arrows (TV series)[image: External link] or The Arrow[image: External link]. For other uses of "Arrow", see Arrow (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Arrow is an American action[image: External link] crime[image: External link] television series developed by writer/producers Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, and Andrew Kreisberg. It is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow, a costumed crime-fighter created by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] and George Papp[image: External link]. It premiered in North America on The CW on October 10, 2012, with international broadcasting taking place in late 2012. Primarily filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada, the series follows billionaire playboy Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), who, five years after being stranded on a hostile island, returns home to fight crime and corruption as a secret vigilante whose weapon of choice is a bow and arrow.

The series takes a new look at the Green Arrow character, as well as other characters from the DC Comics universe. Although Oliver Queen/Green Arrow had been featured in the television series Smallville[image: External link] from 2006 to 2011, on the CW, the producers decided to start clean and find a new actor to portray the character. Arrow focuses on the humanity of Oliver Queen, and how he was changed by time spent shipwrecked on an island. Most episodes in the first five seasons have flashback scenes to the five years in which Oliver was missing.[1]

Arrow has received generally positive reviews from critics. The series averaged about 3.68 million viewers over the course of the first season and received several awards and multiple nominations. To promote it, a preview comic book was released before the television series began, while webisodes[image: External link] featuring a product tie-in with Bose[image: External link] were developed for the second season. The first four seasons are available on DVD and Blu-ray in regions 1, 2 and 4[image: External link]; a soundtrack was also released for the first two seasons. In October 2014, a spin-off[image: External link] series set in the same universe, titled The Flash, premiered.[2] In August 2015, an animated spin-off, Vixen, was released, while a second live-action spin-off, Legends of Tomorrow, premiered in January 2016, featuring a number of characters from Arrow and The Flash. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a sixth season,[3] which is scheduled to debut on October 12, 2017.[4]
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	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	130
	3.68[5]



	
	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014
	128
	3.28[6]



	
	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	135
	3.52[7]



	
	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	145
	2.90[8]



	
	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017
	147
	2.21[9]




The series follows Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), billionaire playboy of Starling City, who is discovered on the mysterious island of Lian Yu five years after he and his father were shipwrecked. Upon his return to Starling City, he is reunited with his mother, Moira Queen[image: External link] (Susanna Thompson), his sister, Thea Queen[image: External link] (Willa Holland), and his friend, Tommy Merlyn[image: External link] (Colin Donnell[image: External link]). The first season focuses on Oliver rekindling his relationships and spending his nights hunting down and sometimes killing wealthy criminals as a hooded vigilante, following a list of names he discovered in a notebook belonging to his father. He uncovers Malcolm Merlyn's[image: External link] (John Barrowman[image: External link]) conspiracy to destroy "The Glades", a poorer section of the city that has become overridden with crime. John Diggle[image: External link] (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak[image: External link] (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]) assist Oliver in his crusade. Oliver also reconnects with ex-girlfriend, Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy), who is still angry over his role in her sister's presumed death. The first season features flashbacks to Oliver's time on the island, and how it changed him; flashbacks in subsequent seasons continue to show how Oliver spent his time and gains the skill-set that shapes him into the vigilante he is.[10]

In season two, Oliver has vowed to stop crime without killing criminals. His family and allies come under attack from Slade Wilson (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), a man from Oliver's time on the island who returns to destroy everything important to Oliver. Oliver accepts aspiring vigilante Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes) as his protégé, and begins to receive assistance from Laurel's father, Detective Quentin Lance[image: External link] (Paul Blackthorne). Oliver also gains another ally; a mysterious woman in black, who is eventually revealed to be Laurel's sister, Sara Lance (Caity Lotz), who like Oliver survived her ordeal at sea after the yacht sank years ago. Flashbacks depict Oliver's continued time on the island with Slade, Sara, and the archer Shado (Celina Jade[image: External link]), as well as the origins of his feud with Slade.

In season three, Arrow has become a public hero in Starling City following Slade Wilson's defeat. Queen Consolidated is sold to wealthy businessman, scientist and aspiring hero Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh). Oliver struggles to bring his family back together, an old enemy returns, and Oliver becomes embroiled in a conflict with Ra's al Ghul (Matthew Nable[image: External link]). After a tragic event and a rocky start, Laurel sets out to follow in Sara's footsteps as the Black Canary. Diggle struggles with his new role as a family man, as Oliver no longer wants John in the field after the birth of his child. Meanwhile, Felicity starts a new career as Vice President of Palmer Technologies (formerly Queen Consolidated). In flashbacks, Oliver is forced to work for A.R.G.U.S.[image: External link] leader Amanda Waller (Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link]) in Hong Kong; he and Tatsu Yamashiro (Rila Fukushima[image: External link]) work together to stop corrupt general Matthew Shrieve (Marc Singer[image: External link]) from unleashing a deadly pathogen, which Ra's al Ghul eventually acquires in the present.

In season four, Oliver becomes "Green Arrow". He and his allies fight against the terrorist organization H.I.V.E.[image: External link], headed by the mystically enhanced Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), who is attacking Star City (formerly Starling City). Over the season, John Diggle discovers that his brother Andy (Eugene Byrd[image: External link]) is alive and a H.I.V.E. soldier; Thea works alongside Oliver under the alias "Speedy", but struggles to control her violent temper; and learning of the existence of the mystical Lazarus Pit, Laurel hatches a plan to resurrect her sister Sara. Oliver's life as Green Arrow and his relationship with Felicity are complicated by both his mayoral run and the revelation that he is father to a nine-year-old son. Oliver ultimately discovers that Damien plans on detonating nuclear weapons and ruling a new world over the Earth's ashes. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to Lian Yu to infiltrate the organization Shadowspire on behalf of Waller, and has his first encounter with the mystical idol used by Darhk in the present-day narrative.

In season five, Oliver trains up young heroes Wild Dog (Rick Gonzalez), Mister Terrific (Echo Kellum), Artemis[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin), and Ragman (Joe Dinicol) to join him in his war on crime following Laurel's death and Thea's resignation. He subsequently recruits a new Black Canary as well: metahuman vigilante and former police detective Dinah Drake (Juliana Harkavy). Supported by new allies, Oliver tries to balance vigilantism with his new role as mayor. He is also threatened by the mysterious and deadly villain Prometheus[image: External link] (Josh Segarra[image: External link]), who has a connection to Oliver's past. In flashbacks, Oliver joins the Bratva in Russia as part of an plot to assassinate Konstantin Kovar (Dolph Lundgren[image: External link]). There, he meets and is trained by one of Ra's al Ghul's daughters, Talia al Ghul (Lexa Doig[image: External link]), as a hooded archer, before eventually returning to Lian Yu.
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	Stephen Amell portrays Oliver Queen / The Arrow / Green Arrow, a billionaire playboy turned hooded vigilante-hero who is initially known as the "Hood", "Vigilante", and simply "Arrow". He is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow. He survives on an isolated island for five years after the sinking of his father's yacht. Oliver returns to his home city with a mission—to right the wrongs of his father and save the city from the crime that has grown in his absence. Amell was one of the first actors to audition for the role, and Kreisberg felt that he "hit the target from the outset" and "everyone else just paled in comparison".[1] The actor, who was already in shape from Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link], did physical fitness training at Tempest Freerunning Academy in Reseda, California. Amell received archery training as well, which included watching a video on how archery has been displayed inaccurately or poorly in television and film before learning the basics of shooting a bow.[1][11] For Amell, the appeal of portraying Queen was that he saw multiple roles tied to the same character: "There's Queen the casual playboy; Queen the wounded hero; Queen the brooding Hamlet; Queen the lover; Queen the man of action, and so on".[1]

	Katie Cassidy portrays Dinah Laurel Lance / Black Canary[image: External link] / Black Siren[image: External link], based on the DC Comics character of the same name,[12][13] an attorney turned vigilante and former girlfriend of Oliver Queen. Like Oliver, Laurel fights for the people of Starling City. In the first season, she works for a non-profit legal office that helps people in need. In the second season, she became assistant district attorney, but in the second half of the third season, she became a vigilante taking her late sister's place as Black Canary. Cassidy said she was drawn to the show by Berlanti, Nutter, Kreisberg, and Guggenheim, whom she called smart, creative, and edgy.[14] Cassidy sees her character as a "caregiver" to her family, which led her to become an attorney. She said, "I think that she's very, very driven, and she has a huge heart [...] she's sensitive. She has really strong morals and values, and she expects everybody to live up to them the way that she does".[15] She dies near the end of the fourth season, leaving Oliver to blame himself. Oliver reveals her identity to the people of Star City to honor her memory. Cassidy makes subsesquent guest appearances in flashbacks, a dream sequence, and as Black Siren, her doppelganger from the parallel world of Earth-2[image: External link], first introduced on The Flash. Cassidy was promoted back to series regular for the sixth season and will appear as the Earth-2 version of the character.[16][17]

	Colin Donnell[image: External link] portrays Tommy Merlyn, Oliver's best friend,[18] who eventually learns of Oliver's secret life as a vigilante. Like Oliver, Tommy has romantic feelings for Laurel. His father is Malcolm Merlyn[image: External link]. Tommy dies saving Laurel at the end of the first season's finale, leaving Oliver and Laurel to cope with his loss.

	David Ramsey[image: External link] portrays John Diggle / Spartan[image: External link],[19] Oliver's partner, confidant, and bodyguard, who becomes a vigilante superhero with armor and hi-tech gear.[20] Diggle is ex-military, and works to have Oliver channel his abilities into helping others in the city, and not just taking down the wealthy, corrupt businessmen that worked with Oliver's father. Named after comic book writer Andy Diggle, and created specifically for the show, Diggle was designed to be Oliver's "equal in many respects". Guggenheim further explained that Diggle's mutual abilities are a means of setting him up early in the series as a confidant for Oliver's vigilante persona.[21]

	Willa Holland portrays Thea Queen / Speedy, Oliver's younger sister; based on a DC Comics character with similar traits.[22] Thea develops a drug habit early in season one, but gets clean after criminal charges are brought against her for driving while under the influence. In season two, she learns that Malcolm Merlyn is her biological father, and begins training with him at the start of season three. In the third season, Thea learns Oliver's secret and eventually joins his team. In the fourth season, Thea uses Oliver's nickname for her, Speedy, as her hero identity, which is based on the DC Comics character Mia Dearden[image: External link].[23] In season 5, Thea becomes Oliver's chief of staff as in the Star City mayor's office.[24]

	Susanna Thompson portrays Moira Queen, Oliver and Thea's mother.[25] Moira is revealed to also be part of the secret organization her late husband was involved with, which is making plans to bring down the city as a means of rebuilding it in the image of the organization's leader. She is murdered at the end of season two.

	Paul Blackthorne portrays Detective Quentin Lance, Laurel and Sara's father, and Starling City police detective.[26] The character is based on the DC Comics character, Larry Lance, who was also a detective, and husband to Dinah Drake Lance and father to Dinah Laurel Lance. Detective Lance blames Oliver for the presumed death of his daughter, Sara, as she was with him on his family yacht when it sank. In season one, Lance is also out to capture the vigilante, who he sees as a menace to the city for the vigilante's willingness to break the law and kill in the pursuit of stopping crime. In season 2, Lance is demoted to beat cop and is now more accepting of the vigilante's actions to the point of teaming up with him when needed. In season 3, Lance is promoted to police captain but can no longer be active in the field due to his heart condition.

	Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link] portrays Felicity Smoak / Overwatch,[27][28] the IT technician at Queen Consolidated who has become part of Oliver's vigilante team. Like Diggle, Felicity also serves as Oliver's friend and confidante. Rickards was promoted to a series regular for season two, after being a recurring character throughout season one. In the third season, she and Oliver admit their attraction to each other, but he feels they can not be together for her safety. By the fourth season, they are in a relationship, and become engaged, but later break up due to Oliver's pattern of lying to her.[29]

	Colton Haynes portrays Roy Harper / Arsenal, a character based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[30] Initially a petty thief, Roy was befriended by Thea, and subsequently dated her for a period of time. Roy is fascinated by the hooded vigilante, and eventually becomes his protégé. Haynes was moved to series regular status at the beginning of season two, following his recurring appearance in the first season.[31] Haynes left the series at the end of season three after his contract ended, and later appears in the fourth season as a guest star.[32] He later attributed his departure from the series to his mental and physical health at that time.[33]

	Manu Bennett[image: External link] portrays Slade Wilson / Deathstroke, an assassin and terrorist who serves as the archenemy of Oliver Queen. He is based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[34] Slade is an ASIS[image: External link] agent who teamed up with Oliver during his time on the island. In season two, Slade arrives in Starling City to kill Oliver and his family to avenge events that occurred on the island. Bennett was initially cast as a recurring character for season one,[34] before receiving series regular status during season two.[35]

	John Barrowman[image: External link] portrays Malcolm Merlyn / Dark Archer[image: External link],[36] a wealthy businessman who is the father of Tommy Merlyn and Thea Queen. Fueled by his sorrow and anger at the murder of his wife, Rebecca during a mugging in the crime-infested area of Starling City called "the Glades", Malcolm left his then eight-year-old son Tommy, and departed Starling City to "forge his pain and anger into something more". For two years, he was trained in Nanda Parbat by Al-Owal of the League of Assassins. Merlyn took the name "The Magician" ( Arabic[image: External link]: الساحر Al Sa-Her). He was the first person to receive permission from Ra's al Ghul to leave the organization, on the condition that he obey the League's codes. Upon returning to Starling City, Malcolm forms an organization called the Tempest and plots to completely destroy the Glades. Events eventually lead to Merlyn leading the League of Assassins and taking on the mantel of "Ra's al Ghul". Malcolm sabotaged Oliver's family yacht, and is thus responsible for Robert Queen's death and indirectly the creation of Oliver's and Sara Lance's vigilante alter egos. Malcolm is apparently killed by Oliver in the first season finale, but his plan to destroy the Glades still succeeds.[37] He is based on the DC Comics character Merlyn. After being a recurring guest star for the first two seasons, Barrowman became a series regular in season three.[38]

	Echo Kellum portrays Curtis Holt / Mister Terrific, based on the DC Comics character Michael Holt / Mister Terrific. Holt is a technological savant, inventor and medal-winning Olympic decathlete, who works with Felicity at Palmer Technologies.[39] He helps her rescue Ray Palmer from Damien Darhk. Kellum was upgraded to series regular in the fifth season.[40]

	Josh Segarra[image: External link] portrays Adrian Chase / Prometheus, based on the DC Comics characters Adrian Chase[image: External link] and Prometheus[image: External link]. Chase is the new Star City district attorney who helps Oliver Queen as mayor clean up the streets through the legal system.[41] As Prometheus, he is a ruthless hooded archer who kills, and has a grudge against the Green Arrow and is aware of his identity.[42] It is later revealed that Chase's given name is Simon Morrison.
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On January 12, 2012, The CW was preparing a new series centered around the character Green Arrow, developed by Andrew Kreisberg, Greg Berlanti and Marc Guggenheim.[43] A week later, the series, now known as Arrow, was ordered to pilot[image: External link], which was directed by David Nutter, who also directed the pilot[image: External link] for Smallville[image: External link], a series following Clark Kent[image: External link] on his journey to become Superman[image: External link].[44] At the end of the month, Stephen Amell was cast in the titular role of Oliver Queen.[45] When developing the series, producer Marc Guggenheim expressed that the creative team wanted to "chart [their] own course, [their] own destiny", and avoid any direct connections to Smallville, which featured its own Green Arrow/Oliver Queen (Justin Hartley[image: External link]), opting to cast a new actor in the role of Oliver Queen.[1] Unlike Smallville, the series does not initially feature super-powered heroes and villains. Instead, the team took inspiration from Smallville, as one of the main themes of Arrow was to "look at the humanity" of Oliver Queen, as Smallville had done with Clark Kent. The decision not to include superpowers was, in part, based on the executives' desire to take a realistic look at the characters in this universe.[46] Production on the pilot began in March 2012 in Vancouver[image: External link],[47] which would continue to act as the primary filming location for the series.[1] The series' skyline shots use a combination of footage from Frankfurt[image: External link], Germany, Center City, Philadelphia[image: External link], Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland, Back Bay, Boston[image: External link], and Tokyo[image: External link], Japan.[48] The series was given a full season pick up on October 22, 2012.[49]

Arrow features two storylines: one in the present, and the other, shown in flashback, during Oliver's time on the island five years before his rescue. These flashbacks are used to illustrate how Oliver transformed into the man that returns to Starling City.[46] Filming for the island flashbacks takes place in Vancouver's Whytecliff Park area, near beachfront homes. Much planning is required to keep the buildings out of camera frame.[50] Guggenheim said, "Stephen [Amell] has to wear a wig, and his look has to be changed... there's a lot. It's actually incredibly ambitious to do these flashbacks every week, every single episode. Because like Andrew [Kreisberg] said, it's almost like it's its own show."[50] Regarding the flashbacks after the fifth season, Guggenheim and Mericle stated that the series would explore flashbacks from other character's perspectives, such as Curtis Holt, along with the possibility of flashfowards. Guggenheim said, "We still want to make [flashbacks] part of our storytelling, because we do like them. We like when those non-island flashbacks sort of illuminate what's going on in the present day. That'll always be a part of the show and a part of the show's storytelling structure. It just won't be telling a serialized story."[51]

The series develops relationship triangles: some love triangles, others designed to catch characters in "philosophical debates".[52] Kreisberg provides one such example: "Every week, Oliver will be facing a bad guy, but the truth is, his real nemesis is Detective Lance, who's trying to bring him into justice.[...] His daughter is going to be caught in the middle, because she loves and respects her father, and she's always believed in what he believed, but at the same time, she's going to see this dark urban legend out there that's actually doing a lot of good; the kind of good that she wants to be doing in her role as a legal aid attorney."[52] Learning from previous experiences working in television, the producers worked early on identifying the major story arcs for the series, specifically the first season, including "mapping out" how to accomplish them. Taking inspiration from Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Batman film series[image: External link], the creative team decided to "put it all out there" and "not hold back" from episode to episode.[52]

The team strives to include various DC Comics characters and aspects of the DC universe. Guggenheim cited Big Belly Burger[image: External link], a restaurant franchise introduced in the Superman comics, which appears in Arrow's third episode and onward. Kreisberg said, "There are so many characters in the DC Universe who haven't gotten their due in TV and film. We're so excited to reach into [the DC comics] roster and take some of these lesser-known characters that are beloved by fans, and do our spin on the characters."[50]

Ahead of the 100th episode, Guggenheim talked about the commitment to quality the series strived for, stating, "We never skimped on the writing, the production or in the post-process going, 'This is going to be one of those stinkers, we might as well cut our losses and move on.' We worked as hard as we possibly can on the scripts. If episodes have come in bad, we reshoot... Even in season 5, we have no problems with doing reshoots, or pickups, or anything we need to do to make each episode as successful as it can possibly be." He also noted his biggest regret in the series was "I wish we had allowed the Oliver-Felicity storyline in season 4 to unfold at a more natural pace. We had set these tentpoles at the beginning of the season, and we were a bit too rigorous on how we hit them. That was a case where the planning overtook the storytelling. We didn't do things as naturally and as elegantly as we should have."[53]
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 Costume design



The realistic approach to the series included the costume design for Oliver's vigilante persona, created by Colleen Atwood[image: External link].[54] According to Amell, it was important for the suit to be functional, and the best way that he knew for that was if he could put the costume on by himself: "If I can put it on by myself, I think that people will buy it. And that was our idea. That's our world."[46]

In the second half of season two, Oliver replaces his "paint" mask with a domino mask[image: External link], similar to one worn by the character in the comics. The change is addressed on-screen, with Kreisberg saying, "He doesn't just put on a mask. It's actually a big plot point in an episode, and there really is a story behind, not only the need for the mask but also who provides him with it."[55] On adding the mask now, Kreisberg stated that, "Conceptually, it was something we wanted to do because Oliver himself is evolving as the Arrow—from vigilante to hero, sort of from Arrow to Green Arrow—and we wanted to see that progression in his costume as well. As Oliver is embracing being a hero, being a hero means stepping out of the dark and being more of a symbol, so he has to take steps to conceal his identity more."[55] He added that it will "allow the Arrow to interact with people who don't know his identity in a much more organic way than having him constantly keep his head down."[55]

Costume designer Maya Mani put together roughly 50 mask options for the producers. Kreisberg said, "What's so wonderful about the design that Maya came up with is that it really is very simple, and it feels as if it's been part of his costume since the beginning...once we finally had this mask and put it on Stephen [Amell], even Stephen was like, 'This is the right one.'"[55] In the episode "Three Ghosts", Oliver receives the mask from Barry Allen, who is able to create a mask that will help conceal his identity, while still being functional and allowing Oliver to see clearly.[56]
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 Music



To compose the score for Arrow, executive producer Greg Berlanti invited Blake Neely[image: External link], with whom he had first worked on Everwood[image: External link]. Neely created a score that combined electronic and orchestral cues, varying between action themes and romantic ones.[57] Berlanti told Neely the series would be dark, and the music should be as well. After reading the pilot script, Neely went away to start composing on his own.[58] According to Neely, "Of course, Oliver has his main theme but also sub-themes for the many layers of his character. He and Laurel have a love theme. Mom had a theme for the Undertaking. The bad guys all have themes, which makes it sad for me when one of them dies. So I try not to become attached to bad guy themes. Diggle has a theme. Even the Island itself has a theme."[57] A soundtrack for season one was released on September 17, 2013 by WaterTower Music[image: External link].[59][60] Two versions of a soundtrack for season two were released on September 16, 2014 by WaterTower Music and La La Land Records[image: External link]; the compact disc release includes two exclusive tracks not available on the digital release.[61][62] On December 18, 2014, WaterTower Music and La La Records released a selection of music from The Flash / Arrow crossover episodes, as well as two bonus tracks from their respective 2014 midseason finales.[63] The Season 3 soundtrack was released in December 2015, consisting of 2 discs for the first time (previous albums consisted on one CD).[64]
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 Broadcast



Arrow premiered on The CW network from October 10, 2012, during the 2012–13 television season[image: External link].[65][66] In Canada, the show is broadcast simultaneously[image: External link] on the same day as the United States.[67] The show premiered outside North America throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link],[68] on October 22, 2012.[69] In Australia, the series premiered on May 1, 2013,[70] on the Nine Network[image: External link], before moving to Foxtel[image: External link] for the fourth season.[71]
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 Reception
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 Critical response



Season one received favorable reviews, with a Metacritic[image: External link] score of 73 out of 100, based on reviews from 25 critics, making it the highest rated CW show in five years.[72][73] Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] calculated an approval rating of 86%, based on 35 reviews, for the first season. The site's consensus reads: "The CW nails the target with Arrow, a comic book-inspired series that benefits from cinematic action sequences, strong plotting, and intriguing characters."[74]

Mary McNamara of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] called the series an interesting setup with a quality look, describing Amell as "a poster boy (no doubt literally) for the Katniss Everdeen[image: External link] set."[75] Brian Lowry at Variety[image: External link] described the series as a "handsome but stiff surrogate for Batman[image: External link] that could benefit from sharper execution."[76] In reviewing the final episode of season one, Alasdair Wilkins of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the season as a whole a rating of B+, noting that the show "hasn't quite figured everything out yet, but it's had some standout episodes."[77]

Jeff Jensen[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] gave the first half of season two a rating of B+, saying, "Arrow possesses an intelligence that shines through its TV-budget production values, which aren't too shabby. The writing is adult and witty, the action is exciting, and Amell holds the center with well-cultivated ease."[78] The A.V. Club's Carrie Raisler gave the first half of season two a rating of A-. She said, "Arrow [has] officially established itself as one of the most satisfying shows on television. The most satisfying thing of all is that it did so by respecting its characters... [Arrow respects] the character's comic-book roots in its overarching plotlines, all while using the network-appropriate soap-opera stories to do the heavy character lifting."[79] Season two received critical acclaim from critics and fans alike, for the action sequences, storytelling, performances of the cast, drama, and the portrayal of Slade Wilson.[80]

Despite a strong critical start for the season three premiere,[81] the second half of season three has met with criticism, particularly for its preoccupation with romance, leading to accusations of the show "devolving into a CW fever dream" and "turning Star City into Dawson's Creek[image: External link]"[82] and becoming a 'soap opera'.[83] After the conclusion of Oliver Queen and Felicity Smoak's longterm romance, the flashback sequences were characterized sporadic and "superfluous", with Ra's al Ghul described as a "shallow" and "underutilized" villain "absent of clear antagonism",[84] although Matt Nable was generally praised for his portrayal of the character. Furthermore, while parallels to Batman[image: External link] had always existed in the show, the use of such a major character from Batman's rogues gallery and the essential application of the "Daughter of the Demon" and several other Batman and Ra's al Ghul storylines applied to Oliver Queen came under particular fire from viewers, who accused the show of "ripping off" Batman.[85] The season finale was described as "dull", "lacking scope", and "underwhelming" by IGN's Jesse Schedeen in light of the "high standard" the show had previously established for its finales. He cemented the mixed reception of season three as being "haphazardly paced" and "struggling to develop a clear sense of direction".[86]

The fourth season received mixed reviews. The season earned a strong critical start, with praise given to the action scenes and Neal McDonough's performance as Damien Darhk. However, the second half of the season received increasingly negative reviews for its mundane flashbacks, lack of narrative focus, and formulaic season finale.[87] Ryan Fleming, of Deadbeatspanel.com noted that Arrow was "honoring the comics, but it isn't beholden to them. Characters... have been introduced, but they aren't exact replicas of their comic counterparts. Instead, the characters tend to be loosely connected."[88] Lesley Goldberg of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] noted the presence of the character Thea "Speedy" Queen as one of the larger departures from the comics in the series, as well as the character's early willingness to kill.[89] Comic Book Resources[image: External link]'s Kevin Melrose has also noted the series tendency to have loose connections to the source material.[90]

The fifth season has received critical acclaim from fans and critics alike, giving praise for the performances of Stephen Amell and Josh Segerra, action sequences, storytelling, season finale, and overall improvements from Seasons 3 and 4. IGN gave Season 5 a score of 8.7 out of 10, stating that the it "managed to overcome them and recapture a lot of what made the show so memorable in its first two seasons".[91]
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 Ratings





	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Wednesday 8:00 pm
	23
	October 10, 2012
	4.14[92]
	May 15, 2013
	2.77[93]
	2012–13[image: External link]
	130
	3.68[94]
	1.2[95]



	2
	23
	October 9, 2013
	2.74[96]
	May 14, 2014
	2.37[97]
	2013–14[image: External link]
	128
	3.28[98]
	TBD



	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	2.83[99]
	May 13, 2015
	2.83[100]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	135
	3.52
	1.3[101]



	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	2.67[102]
	May 25, 2016
	2.19[103]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	145
	2.90
	1.1[104]



	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	1.87[105]
	May 24, 2017
	1.72[106]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD




Arrow's premiere episode drew 4.14 million viewers, making it The CW's most-watched telecast of any show on any night in three years, and The CW's most-watched series premiere since The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] in 2009. In its second episode, Arrow became the only new network drama in the 2012–13 season to hold its ratings in both adults 18–34 and adults 18–49 from its premiere to its second week.[49] In Australia, the premiere received 1.32 million viewers, making it the third most-watched broadcast on the network that night.[107] The UK broadcast was the highest-rated telecast of the week on Sky 1[image: External link], with 1.85 million viewers.[108] In Canada, the first episode got 1.32 million viewers, making it the fourth most-watched airing of the night and the twenty-third of the week.[109]
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 Accolades





	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipients
	Outcome



	2012
	Satellite Awards[image: External link][110]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	IGN Awards[image: External link][111]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	Nominated



	2013
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][112]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][113][114]
	Best Dramatic Series
	Joseph Patrick Finn, Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Melissa Kellner Berman, Drew Greenberg, Jennifer Lence, Wendy Mericle, Carl Ogawa
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Glen Winter ("Pilot")
	Won



	Gordon Verheul ("Lone Gunman")
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Jean-Luc Dinsdale, Pauline Burns, Andrew Orloff, Dave Gauthier ("Burned")
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Richard Hudolin ("Pilot")
	Won



	Best Casting
	Coreen Mayrs, Heike Brandstatter ("An Innocent Man")
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination
	J.J. Makaro ("Pilot")
	Won



	J.J. Makaro ("Vertigo")
	Nominated



	NewNowNext Awards[image: External link][115]
	Best New Indulgence
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Cause You're Hot
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][116]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][117]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Show[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Star
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Katie Cassidy
	Nominated



	Canadian Society of Cinematography Awards[118]
	Cinematographer Awards for TV Drama Cinematography
	Glen Winter csc, Arrow ("Pilot")
	Won



	Broadcast Music, Inc.[image: External link][119]
	BMI Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Blake Neely
	Won



	2014
	IGN Awards[image: External link][120]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	2nd Place



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][121]
	Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actor
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link][122]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][123]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][124]
	Program
	Greg Berlanti, Joseph P. Finn, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Wendy Mericle[125]
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Gordon Verheul ("Sacrifice")
	Nominated



	Make-Up
	Danielle Fowler ("Keep Your Enemies Closer")
	Nominated



	Stunt Coordination
	J. J. Makaro ("The Scientist")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Male
	Stephen Amell ("Crucible")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Three Ghosts")
	Nominated



	Constellation Awards[image: External link][126]
	Best Male Performance in a 2013 Science Fiction Television Episode
	Stephen Amell ("The Odyssey")
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Television Series of 2013
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][127]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Female Breakout Star[128]
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link][129]
	Super Superhero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	2015
	Saturn Awards[image: External link][130]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][131]



	Cinematography
	C. Kim Miles ("Blind Spot")
	Nominated



	Costume Design
	Maya Mani ("Suicide Squad")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Left Behind")
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][132]
	Choice TV Show: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Villain
	Matt Nable
	Nominated



	PRISM Awards[133]
	Performance in a Drama Multi-Episode Storyline
	Katie Cassidy
	Won



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][134]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][135]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][136]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][137]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Pending



	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link][138]
	Best Hero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][139]
	Best Lead Performance by a Female in a Dramatic Series
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography in a Dramatic Series
	Shamus Whiting-Hewlett
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination in a Dramatic Series
	Curtis Braconnier, Eli Zagoudakis
	Won
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 Other media



Arrow has generated other media and spinoffs, including digital comic books and Internet-based mini-episodes with characters from the series.
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 Digital comics



To promote the series, DC Comics produced a 10-page preview comic for the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link], written by Kreisberg, illustrated by Omar Francia, and featuring a cover by artist Mike Grell[image: External link]. The comic was regarded by the production crew as sharing the same canon as the series, with Kreisberg commenting, "[For] anyone who grabs a copy: Hold onto it and as the series progresses, you'll appreciate it more and more."[140] It was later released free online.[141] On October 10, 2012, DC Comics debuted a weekly digital comic tie-in written by Kreisberg and Guggenheim and drawn by various artists, including Mike Grell, which remained in continuity with the television series.[142] The series lasted for 36 chapters, running until June 2013. These were collected, together with the initial preview comic, into Arrow: Volume 1, released in October 2013.[143][144] Titan Magazines[image: External link] published the comics in a physical format in the UK. The first issue was published on October 17, 2013 and contained the first four chapters of the series, with the complete series lasting 6 issues.[143][145]

A follow up to the original digital title, Arrow: Season 2.5, is written by Guggenheim and Keto Shimizu, one of the show's executive story editors and writers, with art by Joe Bennett[image: External link] and Jack Jadson. Arrow 2.5 is intended to tell one continuous story across two arcs, that fits within the television narrative. Guggenheim stated, "We've tried to put in all the elements that people like about the show... We're going to see what's happened to Detective Lance after he collapsed in the season [two] finale. A good chunk of the burning questions left over will get answered in the tie-in comic. Particularly towards the latter half of the series, we're going to start introducing characters [in the comic] who you'll see in Season 3... before they show up on TV."[146] On the comic's relationship to season three of the show, Guggenheim said, "Season three is designed to stand on its own feet without requiring anyone to do any outside reading. But what the comic book will give is a deeper appreciation for some of the moments [in the show] and a more complete narrative experience. If you want to go deeper into the story, that's what Season 2.5 is for." Shimizu added that the comic also allows the writers to "accomplish things on the page that are nearly impossible to do with our production schedule and our budget", including bigger action sequences, as well as visits to locations such as Kahndaq[image: External link] that cannot be recreated on the show. Additionally, the series has one to two pages each issue dedicated to the Suicide Squad, leading up to their own issue later in the run.[147] The character Caleb Green, who has ties to Robert Queen, will be created specifically for the comic.[148] Guggenheim said "The goal is to end Season 2.5 basically five minutes before Season 3 begins."[149] The comic launched digitally biweekly on September 1, 2014, with its first physical release featuring a collection of the digital releases releasing on October 8.[146] The series featured 24 digital issues, which comprised 12 physical issues.[148]

A third series, Arrow: The Dark Archer, is written by Barrowman with his sister Carole, and with an art team led by Daniel Sampere. The comic, initially set between season three and four of the show before flashing back, explores a younger Malcolm Merlyn and his past, with Corto Maltese and Nanda Parbat featured. Barrowman, who initially pitched the series to DC Comics as another with the ability to tell Merlyn's backstory, said he "had a backstory in my head for Malcolm from the beginning and a lot of it has made its way into our comic and onto the screen. I think it's always been my job to help the audience relate to Malcolm in some way despite his questionable morals and evil ways." Executive producers Guggenheim and Kreisberg helped the Barrowmans ensure the story would fit within the continuity of the series. The 12 chapter series will be released digitally bi-weekly starting January 13, 2016, before the entire story is collected in a single print edition at a later date.[150]
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 Promotional tie-in



On November 6, 2013, a six-episode series of shorts, titled Blood Rush, premiered alongside the broadcast of the show, as well as online. The series, which was presented by Bose[image: External link], and features product placement[image: External link] for Bose products, was shot on location in Vancouver, similarly to the main show. The miniseries features Emily Bett Rickards, Colton Haynes and Paul Blackthorne reprising their roles of Felicity Smoak, Roy Harper and Quentin Lance, respectively.[151]

The episodes set during the course of the second season of the television series, show Roy coming to Queen Consolidated to have a meeting with Oliver. As he is out, Felicity tells Roy to go wait in the lobby.[152] As Roy leaves, Officer Lance calls Felicity, telling her that the blood sample the Starling City police found on the vigilante, which Felicity destroyed, has resurfaced. Felicity then calls Roy, using Oliver's voice encoder, asking him to break into the lab to retrieve the sample.[153] Felicity guides Roy through the lab, where he is able to recover the sample. As Roy is leaving, doctors enter the room, seemingly trapping him.[154] He notifies Felicity, who then hacks into the building's PA system, and issues an evacuation notice, giving Roy a chance to escape.[155] Roy gets out of the room before it enters into lock down, and is able to avoid two guards with the help of Felicity and exit the lab.[156] Roy returns to Queen Consolidated, and Felicity offers to mail the acquired sample for Roy as he goes in to meet with Oliver.[157]
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 Video games



A Green Arrow skin based on Oliver Queen's appearance in Arrow appears in the 2013 video game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] as downloadable content. The playable skin was given as a bonus reward to the first 5,000 voters of Injustice's promotional Battle Arena competition, but was later released as a free download. Stephen Amell lends his voice and likeness to the skin.[158]

Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] features an Arrow downloadable content pack that adds multiple playable characters, including Arrow, John Diggle, Felicity Smoak, Huntress, Slade Wilson, Roy Harper, Canary, and Malcolm Merlyn as well as vehicles and an exclusive level set during Oliver's time in Lian Yu. Amell reprised his role in addition to voicing the traditional Green Arrow in the game, while Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link] reprised her role as Amanda Waller.[159][160]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Novels



On February 23, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Arrow: Vengeance, a tie-in novelization written by Oscar Balderrama and Lauren Certo, which is set before and during the second season, detailing the origins of Slade Wilson, Sebastian Blood, and Isabel Rochev, and how they eventually meet and collaborate with each other to battle Oliver's alter-ego as seen in the television series.[161] On November 29, 2016, Titan Books released The Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novelization written by Susan and Clay Griffith, set during the second season of The Flash and the fourth season of Arrow, which features characters from both shows;[162] the story continued in Arrow: A Generation of Vipers, released on March 28, 2017, again written by the Griffiths.[163]
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 Home release





	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/B



	1
	September 17, 2013[164]
	September 23, 2013[165]
	October 2, 2013[166]
	Each season release contains additional features, which include: making-of featurettes, episode commentaries, deleted scenes, gag reels, ComicCon panels, and highlights from the Paley Fest. Season four also includes The Flash crossover episode "Legends of Today".



	2
	September 16, 2014[167]
	September 15, 2014[168]
	December 3, 2014[169]



	3
	September 22, 2015[170]
	September 28, 2015[171]
	September 23, 2015[172]



	4
	August 30, 2016[173]
	September 5, 2016[174]
	September 7, 2016[175][176]
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 Crossover with Constantine



Further information: Constantine (TV series)

In May 2015, Amell revealed he had had discussions with DC Entertainment to portray Oliver Queen on Constantine because Constantine is an expert on the Lazarus Pit, a concept used on Arrow.[177] In August 2015, it was confirmed that Matt Ryan[image: External link] would appear on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Haunted", per a "one-time-only-deal" that would involve his character being "brought in to deal with the fallout of the resurrection of Sara Lance (Caity Lotz) via Ra's al Ghul's Lazarus Pit."[178][179][180] Due to Arrow and Constantine sharing the same studio, the producers of Arrow were also able to acquire Ryan's original outfits. John Badham, who was a director on Constantine, directed "Haunted".[179] On filming the episode, Guggenheim stated it felt like the production team was "doing a Constantine/Arrow crossover, and it's so exciting... we're just really glad we got the chance to extend Matt Ryan's run as Constantine by at least one more hour of television. I think you'll see he fits very neatly into our universe. It never feels forced, it feels right."[181] In August 2016, Berlanti spoke to why Constantine was not used more in Arrow or the other Arrowverse series after the positive reception to Ryan's performance, saying, "Constantine exists in a certain place in the DC world and universe" and that he felt DC was "internally examining what they want to do with that character next."[182]
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In July 2013, it was announced that Berlanti and Kreisberg, along with Nutter and Geoff Johns, would be creating a television series, The Flash, based on the character of the same name, with an origin story for Barry Allen.[183] The character, played by actor Grant Gustin[image: External link], was set to appear in three episodes of season two of Arrow, with the final one acting as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new series.[184] However, it was announced in November 2013 that the backdoor pilot would not be happening, with a traditional pilot being made instead.[185] In January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz announced the intention to do a Flash/Arrow crossover every season,[186] and The CW announced that an animated web-series, Vixen, featuring the DC heroine of the same name and set in the universe of Arrow and The Flash, would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015.[187] The character later made a live-action appearance on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Taken". The next month, it was reported that a spin-off series, which is described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16[image: External link] midseason release. Berlanti and Kreisberg would executive produce alongside Guggenheim and Sarah Schechter[image: External link]. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, with the potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series as well.[188][189] In May 2015, The CW officially picked up the series, titled DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[190]

During the 100th episode of Arrow season 5, some returning characters from previous seasons make an appearance in "Invasion!", a crossover episode of Supergirl, The Flash, Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow,[191] where Thea, Diggle, Sara, Ray and Oliver are abducted by the Dominators and were put in dream stasis to gather intel while they are shown what would their lives be like if Oliver never got on the boat. In an interview with Variety, Guggenheim said that a 2017 crossover event between the four shows is possible, but it's "something that is more up to the network and the audience".[192]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





^ a b c d e f Strachan, Alex (October 11, 2012). "Stephen Amell brings Arrow to small screen". canada.com. Retrieved February 22, 2013.
^ "The CW Announces Fall Premier Dates". TV by the Numbers. June 25, 2014. Retrieved June 26, 2014.
^ Mitovich, Matt (January 8, 2017). "The CW Renews The Flash, Supernatural, Crazy Ex and 4 Others". TVLine. Retrieved January 8, 2017.
^ Andreeva, Nellie (June 8, 2017). "The CW Sets Fall 2017 Premiere Dates For 'Dynasty' OEBPS/Images/toc.png





OEBPS/cover.jpg
List of Arrow
Ep