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TRAINING FOR GOD’S SERVICE


CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
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This book has been written to help all those who wish to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. As in every other service, training is also essential in the service of Christ. But this training can only be done by the Holy Spirit, working upon the willing and humble spirit of the disciple. The kingdom of God is not something imposed from the outside, it is the yielding of our wills to Him. So also the training which the Spirit will give us is training in the secret of our own lives. In this training we shall, of course, learn much from those who have been servants of Christ before us. Training for the service of Christ involves more than the head knowledge that we get from reading books, or hearing lectures or addresses. It is the training or discipline that comes from hearing the word of God and doing it. “Exercise thyself unto godliness,” wrote Paul in 1 Timothy 4.7. “Gymnasium” thyself, as the original Greek word indicates.

In the service of Christ, we must know positional truth, that is, truth regarding the kingdom of God. It was concerning this the Lord Jesus spoke to His disciples during the forty days He was with them after He rose from the dead (Acts 1.3). This truth includes such subjects as the Church which is the Body of Christ, and the churches of God, and it is essential that we should know the vital difference between these. We must also understand the truth of the house of God, and its testimony and worship, or we shall be confused by the many denominations around us. We must be clear on the truth of baptism, so that we can see the errors of infant baptism, and “household baptism” (as it is called). These are unknown in the Scriptures. We must also know the truth of the breaking of the bread, as it has been given to disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. All these truths are contained within the teaching of the kingdom of God.

The servant of Christ must be equally clear on devotional truth, or his testimony will be “clear” but “cold.” His life must be a yielded life, and he must know the presence of Christ day by day in his life; that is, Christ dwelling in his heart by faith (Ephesians 3.17). Without His presence our lives will be fruitless and disappointing. Equally, he must know the fulness of the Holy Spirit, directing and empowering him in all his service. God has put the treasure in the earthen vessel (the servant), that the exceeding greatness of the power should be of Himself (2 Corinthians 4.7).

Not only so, we must have a clear grasp of dispensational truth. We must know what God has revealed in His word concerning His marvellous ways and purposes in world events. As these are revealed to us, our hearts will be filled with awe and love, and with the longing that we may be used of God in some way in the fulfilling of His purposes.

The subjects dealt with in these chapters are only a part of those in which the servant of Christ must learn and discipline himself. Some other books will help, and especially the Word itself. He must be a man of the Book, the Bible. There is a very helpful verse in 2 Timothy 1.7, which every servant of Christ should keep in his heart. Here it is: “God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but of power and love and discipline.” These three things are essential in the service of Christ.

Power is essential in any kind of work; and in the work of God nothing can be done without the power of the Spirit of God. But God will not grant us this power unless we are able to bear it, therefore there is great need of humility and of earnest prayer in every servant of Christ. God Himself will humble us, and mould us according to His mind, before He grants us His power. Love, that is, God’s love, must constrain us in all things. But those who love will often be grieved, as God has often been grieved. Have you thought about that? (Psalm 78.40 and Ephesians 4.30). If we wish to be God’s servants, then we must love as He loves, and we must be able to bear grief as He does, in some small measure.

We must also have discipline, that is, sobering, or wise discretion, in our lives. God’s servants must be sober-minded and wise men and women, even though they are young. Our own lives must be changed by the Spirit of God before we can be used of God to change the lives of others.

We shall try to learn together, chapter by chapter, some of those vital lessons that mean so much to us in the high calling to which God has called us.
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CHAPTER TWO: SERVING FROM THE HEART
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The first lesson that we must learn in the service of Christ, is that of serving from the heart. David, the man of God, knew this well. Perhaps it was impressed upon his young heart by the words of Samuel the prophet, when he came to anoint him. “The LORD seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh. on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart” (1 Samuel 16.7). The LORD passed his brothers, and chose him, because the LORD knew his heart. The thoughts of his heart come out afterwards in his life. The vale of Elah (1 Samuel 17) showed the great difference between David and his brothers, but the LORD saw this difference long before with unerring accuracy. Among the many precious things that David said, none is more characteristic of him than his words to his son Solomon, and every servant of Christ should ponder them carefully:

“My son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve Him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts” (1 Chronicles 28.9).

It is little wonder that David was the man that he was when he could speak words like these. Servants of Christ, let us have this mind. Let all our service, whether public or private, be done for His glory, and according to His word, not pleasing men, but God, who tries the heart (1 Thessalonians 2.4). Then we have the words of Paul to Timothy: “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2.15).

“Approved unto God.” Yes, that is the vital thing in our service. That is the first thing. Many of those reading this will be young disciples, just beginning to learn the ways of God. Remember it is God’s approval you must seek, and therefore it is what you are in your heart, and in secret with God, that is important. Paul has given us a most helpful verse on this matter when he wrote “The end of the charge is love out of a pure heart and a good conscience and faith unfeigned” (1 Timothy 1.5).

If any one of these things is lacking in our service then we shall fail. We must have love out of a pure heart, for the Lord is searching our hearts. A pure heart is unsoiled, guiltless, innocent, sincere. We cannot please God and please ourselves too. But God alone knows our hearts, we do not know them ourselves. Have you read those striking verses in Jeremiah 17.9,10? Here they are: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is desperately sick, who can know it? I the LORD search the heart.”

Such is the natural heart, but when it is operated on by grace then it is a heart like that of David, who prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: Try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there by any way of wickedness in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139.23-24). What a lot we owe to David, the man after God’s heart!

The next thing is a good conscience, and this is important too. If we have sinned in any matter, or have offended others, or caused them to stumble, then these things must be put right, before we can have a good conscience. Bygones are not bygones, unless they have been confessed and there has been cleansing by the blood of Jesus. Our sins must be confessed to God (1 John 1.9), and our offences to others (James 5.16). It is essential for the servant of Christ to have a conscience void of offence toward God and men (Acts 24.16). Let us be right in this, whatever it costs us, or our service will be fruitless.

Then also we must have an unfeigned faith. We must know Him whom we have believed. In sickness or health, in prosperity or adversity, we must learn to trust God. Unfeigned faith is an essential part of our service. Our faith must rest upon the promises of God, and be kept alive by secret prayer, and meditation on His word. This is the faith through which mountains of difficulties are removed, and impossible things are done. There is no substitute for unfeigned faith.

Press on, dear fellow servants, young and old, in this the greatest of all service. The Master will not fall us. He will be with us to the end of the age.


“Saviour, Thy dying love

Thou gavest me;

Nor should I aught withhold.

My Lord, from Thee.

In love my soul would bow,

My heart fulfil its vow,

Some offering bring Thee now,

Something for Thee.

Give me a faithful heart.

Likeness to Thee,

That each departing day

Henceforth may see

Some work of love begun,

Some deed of kindness done,

Some wanderer sought and won,

Something for Thee.”

(S.D. Phelps)
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CHAPTER THREE: WISDOM IN SERVICE

[image: ]


The servant of Christ must be wise, for only thus will he be able to win souls, and to save the lives of disciples (Proverbs 11.30). “Look ye out ...” said the apostles to the disciples in Acts 6.2-5, “men of good report, full of the Spirit and of wisdom.” So we see that wisdom is essential in the service of Christ. We remember that it is written of the Lord Jesus, that lie “advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men” (Luke 2.52). Let us also seek to grow in wisdom.

Wisdom is not knowledge, nor is it intelligence, for some highly intelligent men are fools in God’s sight. Then also must we remember that the wisdom of this world is counted as foolishness with God (1 Corinthians 3.18-21). True wisdom is that which comes down from above. It is described in James 3.17, as “first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without variance (impartial), and without hypocrisy (unfeigned).” This wisdom, the servant of Christ must seek, because he is engaged in a service which is too high for mere human wisdom or intelligence.

It is not an easy lesson to learn, nor is it a pleasant one to accept, that our knowledge and our intelligence are not sufficient with God. But it must be learned and it must be accepted if we are to gain the true wisdom. We must read carefully what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1.18-31, and in Philippians 3.8-14. Think much about these scriptures, and you will realize what God thinks about man’s wisdom. Then we remember the remarkable scripture in Isaiah 55.9: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

We must remember this when we hear men talking about evolution and such things that we know are false. It is human wisdom that is foolishness with God. We must read carefully Isaiah 40.12-31. This scripture shows how small and insignificant men really are in God’s sight.

When Solomon came to the throne he realized his need of wisdom, and when God appeared to him and asked him what he desired most of all, he replied, “Give Thy servant therefore an understanding (a hearing) heart” (1 Kings 3.5-13). In answer to this prayer, God gave him “wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore” (1 Kings 4.29-34). He received such a degree of wisdom because he asked for it.

We must remember that wisdom and humility are very close friends. “With the lowly is wisdom,” we read in Proverbs 11.2. The book of Proverbs will be very helpful to you on this subject, and you should read it carefully. In Proverbs 8 we see the great value of wisdom. It is better than rubies (verse 11). The fruit (or effect, of it) is better than gold (verse 19). Whosoever finds it, finds life, and obtains favour from the LORD (verse 35). Those who sin against wisdom wrong their own souls (verse 36). Among men, true wisdom is only found in Christ, of whom this chapter speaks.

In Daniel 12.8 we read, “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” Wisdom is of eternal value, and the servant of Christ should seek it earnestly in prayer. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ, and the believer is made full in Him (Colossians 2.1-5).

Wisdom will be granted to us if we ask for it. Oh, the marvel of it! “If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting “(James 1.5-8). This is one of the promises of God which all His servants should lay hold upon and accept. Like all the promises of God, it becomes ours by faith. We must accept by faith the promises of God as we find them. This is important in our service.


“Teach me Thy way, O Lord,

Teach me Thy way;

Thy gracious aid afford,

Teach me Thy way.

Help me to walk aright.

More by faith, less by sight;

Lead me with heavenly light,

Teach me Thy way.

Long as my life shall last,

Teach me Thy way;

Where’er my lot be cast,

Teach me Thy way.

Until the race is run,

Until the journey’s done,

Until the crown is won,

Teach me Thy way.”

(B.M. Ramsey)
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CHAPTER FOUR:  BIBLE STUDY

[image: ]


The servant of God must know the word of God, and to know it he must read it, and study it, and obey it, and use it. He must learn to handle aright the word of truth (2 Timothy 2.15). It is this word that the Spirit of God uses, and therefore the servant of God must use it. He is not called upon to give his opinions, but to preach the word. That is the important thing.

The Psalmist wrote, “The sum of Thy word is truth” (Psalm 119.160). That is, the whole of God’s word is truth, therefore the servant of God must read the whole of the Scriptures. The best way to read the Bible is to begin at the beginning and read to the end. Only in this way can we gain a grasp of the whole of the word of God, as it is necessary that we should. There are many truths in the Bible, and the whole of it is truth. There are some parts that we shall find difficult at first to understand. We can pass over these; they will become clearer to us later. We should be continually learning, and it is not possible to understand some parts of the word in our first or second reading.

The Scriptures are God-breathed (2 Timothy 3.16,17), therefore they are different from all other books. They are as far above other books as the heavens are above the earth. God has declared that His thoughts and His ways are as far above the thoughts and ways of men, as the heavens are above the earth (Isaiah 55.9). The servant of Christ need not be anxious to make the Scriptures agree with what men think. Science is concerned with the thoughts of men. Science knows nothing of eternal things, for these can only be understood by faith.

As stated in the last chapter, it is important for the servant of God to know and believe the promises of God. He must search the Scriptures to find the promises, and when he finds them, he must accept them by faith. As he does this his faith will grow, and his love will abound. However many the promises of God may be, they all come to us through Christ. As we accept them, the Amen will ascend again from us through Christ to the glory of God (2 Corinthians 1.20). We think of such precious promises as Isaiah 40.81; Isaiah 41.10; Philippians 4.6-7; James 1.5, and many others, all of which become ours as we believe them, and accept them by faith. The servant of Christ must train himself to believe the promises, and to thank God for them.

The word of God is not only given to be believed, it is given to be obeyed, not in part, but the whole. God looks to the man who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and the man who trembles at His word (Isaiah 66.2). No word of God is unimportant. No command of the Lord may be ignored. “I made haste, and delayed not, to observe Thy commandments,” wrote the Psalmist (Psalm 119.60). “Everyone that cometh unto Me, and heareth My words, and doeth them, ... is like a man ... who ... laid a foundation upon the rock,” the Lord Jesus said (Luke 6.46-49). The servant of Christ will not attach any importance to any teaching unless that is the teaching of the Lord through His apostles. Nor will he ignore any word of God because it is disobeyed or ignored by others. He will tremble at God’s word, and that means obeying it. “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves,” wrote the apostle James (James 1.22).

Lastly, the servant of God must have regard to the whole of the word of God in his teaching. We read concerning Samuel that his word came to all Israel. Samuel had been faithful in telling to Eli all that the LORD had told him, even though the tidings were hard to tell. He kept nothing hack. God also chose Samuel to convey His word to all Israel. The servant of Christ today must he faithful in speaking the word of Christ, not pleasing men, hut God who tries the heart. We read of Ezra that he had set his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgements (Ezra 7.10). Paul, the faithful servant of God, declared, “I shrank not from declaring unto you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20.27).

God has given His word to His servants, with all its promises and commandments, to be believed and obeyed and taught. We must treasure that word, reading it diligently, and humbly seeking its truth, so that it may flow again through us to others.


“Break Thou the bread of life,

Dear Lord, to me.

As Thou didst break the bread

Beside the sea.

Beyond the sacred page

I seek Thee, Lord;

My spirit longs for Thee,

Thou living Word.

Thou art the bread of life,

O Lord, to me;

Thy hold word the truth

That saveth me.

Give me to eat and live

With Thee above;

Teach me to love Thy truth,

For Thou art love.

Oh, may Thy Spirit, Lord,

So quicken me

That He may touch my eyes

And make me see;

Show me the truth concealed

Within Thy word,

Then in Thy book revealed

I’ll see Thee, Lord.”

(M.A. Lathbury)
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CHAPTER FIVE: PRAYER
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The servant of Christ must be a man of prayer. Weakness or failure in prayer will inevitably lead to powerless service. What we are in secret with God is what we will be in public. But prayer, to be effective, must be according to the will of God, and the servant of God must seek to know what the will of God is.

The Christian soldier is to take up the whole armour of God, “with all prayer and supplication,” wrote Paul, “praying at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints” (Ephesians 6.18). Prayer, all prayer, prevailing prayer, is not easy, but it is this kind of prayer that the servant of Christ must learn to engage in. Prayer like this will take more than a few minutes each day. Time must be taken from other things so that we may be in true alignment with God’s purposes in the world. 

“And supplication.” In this we have the bending low of our spirits before God. Prayer is what we wish, supplication is our humble petition. When we think of the high and holy character of God, we realize that it is right that we should bend low in supplication before Him. “At all seasons.” Prayer must be a habitual thing with the servant of God. He must live close to God. “Watching ... in all perseverance.” Some things God will grant whenever they are asked, but in many things He will prove the earnest desire of His servant, who would walk and work for Him. Hence the need for watching in all perseverance.

The servant of God must remember that God’s way is perfect (Psalm 18.80); His work is perfect (Deuteronomy 32.4); and His will is perfect (Romans 12.2). He should ask what is according to the perfect will of God. He should also abound in thanksgiving, whether in sickness or health; in prosperity or adversity. This is important in prayer. Our ways are imperfect, and so are our desires, but God’s way and God’s will are perfect. His will is not only perfect, it is good, and when we see it being worked out in our lives, we see how good it is, and how much better it is than our stumbling imperfect desires.

In Psalm 106.15, we read that God granted Israel what they longed for, although it was not His desire to give it, but he sent leanness into their souls. In 2 Kings 20, we find God granting Hezekiah an extension to his life, because he prayed and wept sore, but it would have been to his eternal profit, if he had yielded to the will of God regarding his life. God’s way is always better than ours, and His servants should always rejoice in it.

There are three conditions which must be fulfilled before prayer will be answered:

Firstly - there must be no iniquity in our hearts (Psalm 66.18-20). We must cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, if we call upon God who is holy (1 Peter 1.15-17). There must be no unconfessed sin against God, nor any unconfessed faults against others. There must be no grudge in our hearts against others, nor a spirit of unforgiveness. This will hinder prayer. “Search me, O God,” said David “and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts” (Psalm 139.23,24). Effective prayer is costly, but without it service is powerless.

Secondly - prayer must be according to the will of God, if it is to be fulfilled (1 John 5.14, 15). God will reveal His will to us if we wait upon Him.

Thirdly - we must believe the promises of God (Mark 11.22-25). When we know the will of God, then we must ask in faith, believing that what God has promised, He will certainly do.

If we fulfil these conditions of prayer, then God will answer us, and thus glorify His name. We must also remember in prayer the need of earnestness and fervency. Isaiah lamented that there was none that stirred up himself to take hold of God (Isaiah 64.1-7). We remember Jacob at Peniel (Genesis 32.22-32), and how the Angel was pleased to bless Jacob, because he laid hold upon Him, and wrestled as he did. God loves the man who seeks Him earnestly. We read of Elijah that “he prayed fervently.” We should be fervent when we are pleading with God.

There are occasions when we will feel the need of longer seasons of prayer and waiting upon God, it may be with fasting. It is likely that the more we engage in the spiritual conflict, so much the more will we require such seasons of prayer. In Psalm 62.5-8, David speaks of a time like this when He writes, “My soul, wait thou only upon God; (be thou silent unto God) “for my expectation is from Him ... Trust in Him at all times, ye people; pour out your heart before Him: God is a refuge for us.” Such seasons of prayer, though times of spiritual conflict, may be times of restoration of soul, when the servant of God is led in prayer by the Holy Spirit (Jude v.20).

Then there is the very precious promise of Isaiah 40.30,31, known so well by all the servants of Christ. “They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint.” There is an equally precious promise in Isaiah 30.18. “Therefore will the LORD wait, that He may be gracious unto you, and therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgement; blessed are all they that wait for Him.”

It should be remembered that the prayer of two, who are agreed in what they will ask, shall be done for them by the Father. The servants of Christ should remember this (Matthew 18.19). Perhaps more important still is the prayer of the whole church, when all are of one mind. The servants of Christ will not be absent from the prayer meeting. It is a great opportunity. We read, “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken wherein they were gathered together; and they were all-filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4.31-33). In collective prayer, it is most important that all should be of one mind and heart, and that all should say the Amen. Division in heart, or secret grudges one against another, may render the prayer meeting ineffective.

Knowing the vital importance of prayer, the servant of Christ should set himself to have power with God and to prevail.


“I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice,

And it told Thy love to me;

But I long to rise in the arms of faith

And be closer drawn to Thee.

Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord,

By the power of grace divine;

Let my soul look up with a stedfast hope,

And my will be lost in Thine.

Oh, the pure delight of a single hour

That before Thy throne I spend,

When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God,

I commune as friend with friend!

Draw me nearer, blessed Lord,

To the cross where Christ has dies.

Draw me nearer, blessed Lord,

To His precious, wounded side.”

(Fanny Crosby)
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CHAPTER SIX: HOLINESS
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Holiness and sanctification are closely allied in the Scriptures. Holiness might be described as the result of sanctification, and sanctification is being “set apart.” All believers are saints, that is, those whom God has sanctified, and as saints we ought to be saintly. We are commanded to be holy because God is holy (1 Peter 1.16).

In Exodus 19.5-6, God said that the people of Israel would be a holy nation if they would obey His voice and keep His covenant. They were to be a nation separate from all other nations. “Ye shall be holy unto Me: for I the LORD am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that ye should be Mine” (Leviticus 20.26). Their history shows how often they fell far short of what they might and should have been.

But holiness, or separation to God, is costly, and in Leviticus 10.1-3 we find what the price of holiness was to Israel. God had separated Aaron and his sons to be holy, as those who came near to Him. But two of the sons of Aaron came near to God with strange fire, and fire came forth from the LORD and slew them. It was the price of holiness. They had failed to draw near to God as He had commanded, and this cost them their lives. Their fire was of their own kindling; it had not come from the altar which speaks of Christ. God is holy, and He will be sanctified in those who come near
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