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Joseph E. Duncan III is a convicted serial killer, serial rapist, pedophile, stalker, abductor, and sex offender who is currently on death row in Terre Haute, Indiana awaiting his execution date.  He was born and raised in Tacoma, Washington on February 25, 1963.  

It did not take long for Joseph Duncan to take a wrong direction in life.  Supposedly his first sexual encounter was at the age of eight years old with two of his sisters.  Four years after that, at the age of twelve, he then sexually assaulted a five-year-old boy.  Although this was something he later told a therapist, nothing was confirmed and no chargers were filed.  At the tender age of fifteen, he stole a car and led police on a high-speed chase.  He ended up crashing into a roadbloc and fled from the vehicle.    At the age of sixteen, he kidnapped and forced a fourteen-year-old boy to perform oral sex before raping him (some sources assert that there was another nine year old boy who he raped at gunpoint at some point in time).  

He was ultimately charged, pleading guilty to first-degree rape with a firearm and was given a twenty-year sentence.  However, it was after these two incidents that he was sentenced to a number of months at Dyslin’s Boys Ranch in Tacoma, Washington, a treatment center.  While recovering and receiving therapy at the ranch, he told one of his therapists that he had already raped thirteen boys. His modus operandi was to bind them up and repeatedly torture them with sexual assaults.  

In 1980, by the time he was seventeen years old he was sentenced to twenty years behind bars for raping a fourteen-year-old boy, again at gunpoint.  He broke into a neighbor’s house, stole a gun and then forced the young boy into a nearby wooded area with threats of using the gun on him.  He sexually assaulted the boy twice before beating him and burning him with cigarettes.  Duncan would let the boy go and was later charged with first-degree rape, first-degree burglary and third-degree statutory rape.

While in prison for this rape he was forced to take part in a Sexual Offender Program at Western State Hospital.  However, after just under two years in this program his therapist concluded that the therapy was not something that would be helpful to Duncan.  He was not willing to adhere to the rules or facility staff; therefore, he was sent back to the state penitentiary where he would serve the rest of his prison sentence.  However, some reports state that he was released because he was sneaking out and peeping on other women.  

Throughout his sentence he had numerous reviews for protective custody, issues with other inmates, and sexual misconduct.  In 1985, he was able to take a job as a teacher’s aide at the prison.  Unfortunately, he took advantage of that job when he was found sneaking off peeping into homes and masturbating.  This particular progress review even mentions that future paroles should bar him from contact with minors.  In April of 1988, he took a new job at the prison as a tool crib attendant.  By August of that year he was sentenced to ten days of segregation for having a VCR and two x-rated movies in his room.  At numerous times throughout his stay in prison from 1988 to 1994 he was put into segregation or was under review for infractions related to sexual misconduct.  Many times those who reviewed him said that he needed close supervision and specialized treatment.

He was paroled fourteen years later in 1994 with the understanding that he would have absolutely no contact with children.  He went to a halfway house (Interaction Transition House) to try and straighten up his life.  He did hold a job as a telemarketer for a little while but would later break parole in 1996 after being caught with marijuana and a firearm. Once again, he was back in jail for thirty days.  Joseph Duncan  would later have a parole revocation hearing to determine whether he should stay in jail or be released.  Dr. Wacksman testified on his behalf, but the board denied his request.  Duncan went back to prison until July of 2000.  Upon his release he traveled up to Washington for a visit with his mother and then to Fargo, North Dakota for a visit with Dr. Wacksman.

What he did during the few years between 2000 until the 2005 murders and kidnapping of Mark McKenzie and the Groene’s is not completely known and probably never will be.  Although, he did confessed to some additional crimes while in jail for the 2005 murders of Mark McKenzie and the Groene’s, there are probably several more that investigators will never know about.  The 2005 murders and kidnapping as well as several other crimes are outlined below.

Sammiejo White and Carmen Cubias

After Joseph Duncan’s thirty days in jail he was staying a few blocks from a motel that Sammiejo White and Carmen Cubias were staying.  Both the eleven year old, Sammiejo, and nine year old, Carmen, went missing from the motel on July 6, 1996.  The two sisters were leaving the motel late in the evening to go get cigarettes for their older brother. 

They never returned. 

It was not uncommon for these children to be out so late.  In fact, there were several other siblings in this household and they were all known in the neighborhood.

Police never knew if the girls ran away or were victims of a crime.  However, their bodies were found two years later on February 10, 1998 in Bothell, Washington.  It was determined that they were probably killed shortly after being kidnapped.  The case was denoted a cold case for years until August of 2005 when Joseph Duncan provided police with details of what happened to the two girls in 1996.  Although he never actually confessed, he did give enough specific details of what happened to the girls that made for an easy confession.  An eyewitness later confirmed that she saw Joseph Duncan and a girl that looked like Carmen Cubias at a grocery store.  The girl seemed frightened from what the witness said.  This was one of Duncan’s signature moves (keeping victims alive for a period of time).  The details from each of his cases are very similar making it easier to link past cases and crimes to Duncan.

Anthony Martinez

Joseph Duncan was also implicated in a 1997 case involving a ten-year-old boy in California.  On April 4, 1997 an unknown man approached Anthony Martinez at his home in Beaumont, California.  He and some of his friends were playing football in his front yard when the man asked for help finding his cat.  All of the boys refused his help the strange man, but the man became enraged and grabbed one of the boys.  He used a knife to scare the boy and the other kids.  He put the child who was later identified as Anthony Martinez in his vehicle and fled the scene.

On April 19, 2005 Anthony Martinez’s body was found in Indio naked and bound.  An autopsy revealed that Anthony had been brutally sexually assaulted.  Although there was duct tape used to bind Anthony and a partial fingerprint from that tape, the case did go cold.  It was not until after the 2005 Idaho murder that Joseph Duncan was tied to the Martinez case.  Once the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) started tying similarities together, it become obvious that Joseph Duncan was involved.  Authorities tested his fingerprints against the one found on the tape and it was a confirmed match.  

After the 2005 kidnapping and murders of the Groene and McKenzie family, Joseph Duncan did confess to the murder of Anthony Martinez; therefore, in April of 2011 Duncan plead guilty to the murder of Antony Martinez and received two consecutive life sentences for his death.

Duncan was then sentenced to life in prison in 2011 for the murder of Anthony Martinez.  

2005 Idaho Murders

The 2005 killing and kidnapping spree of Joseph Duncan began because of his bond release from a Minnesota jail.  First, it is important to note that he was in jail because of the suspected molestation of two boys.  In March of 2005, he was charged with the July 3, 2004 molestation of two boys at a playground in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.  His bond was for about $15,000 and after being released from jail he skipped his bond.  He began making plans to leave the state immediately.

He was able to convince a businessman, Joe Crary, to pay his $15,000 bond (with a personal check).  Apparently they had a romantic relationship and Joseph Duncan did an outstanding job of making it seem like he was a misunderstood man with the discipline to turn his life around.  Little did Joe Crary know what was coming next would be one of the worst crimes in Idaho history.

Joseph Duncan meticulously planned his crime, stopping to pick up tools at a Walmart.  He bought night vision goggles, a video camera, a shotgun, shells, and a claw hammer.  After about two weeks, he decided it was time to leave the state of Minnesota.  He rented a red Jeep Grand Cherokee in St. Paul, Minnesota and traveled out of state. He went through Missouri then entered Idaho with plans to go on a killing rampage.  

Duncan stole license places off of another vehicle and placed them on the red Jeep Cherokee to avoid detection and capture.  He knew that at some point the vehicle he rented would be reported as stolen.  He drove up Interstate 90 towards Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  He made landfall there roughly five weeks after his hearing for sexually assaulting a six-year-old boy.  Authorities do not know exactly why he stopped in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, possibly for gas or food, but he did.  He located the Groene and McKenzie home in a secluded area, not far off the frontage road.

Duncan saw Shasta Groene (eight years old) and her brother, Dylan (nine years old), playing in the front yard of the house.  It was the kind of neighborhood where people felt confident in letting thier children play outside at will.  Children played at the park, rode their bikes and came and went from house to house without a care in the world.  A world that didn't have the likes of Joseph Duncan until now. 

The Groene and McKenzie home was one of the first houses you see when one enters the neighborhood, but also very secluded with trees.  The house was off the frontage road a ways, but positioned in a way that it was the first one available in case of an emergency.  Many strangers had stopped by before if there was a problem and they needed help.  The Groene and McKenzie family never turned anyone away.  They were always willing to help someone in needed.  

It is believed that Joseph Duncan was intrigued by the children and the ease of the community that this felt like the right time and the right family to attack.  He used a few days to survey the family and perform reconnaissance prior to confronting them.    May 15th, 2005 was the last time anyone saw Mark McKenzie, Brenda Groene and Slade Groene alive.  The family had been to a large barbeque with other neighbors that evening before heading home.

Authorities were alerted on Monday, May 16, 2005, when a neighbor went by the residence to pay Slade for mowing his grass the day before.  The neighbor said that the house was very quiet, there were no lights on in the house, but both vehicles were home with car doors left open.  It seemed odd and it was appropriate that authorities check it out.  It is also important to note that the same neighbor had seen a white pick up at the house earlier in the day.  Apparently that neighbor was the one that called authorities to report the suspicious activity earlier in the day

The Kootenai County Sheriff’s Department sent deputies to check out the house and check on the family.  After surveying the outside of the house, deputies decided to
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