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    This book would have been impossible to complete without the support and considerable sacrifice of my beloved wife, and best friend, Leah. Wise mentoring also brought this work to fruition. Special thanks are due to my mentors Bat Ye’or, Ibn Warraq, Hugh Fitzgerald, Ruth King, and David Littman. Their insights and boundless patience helped me avoid many pitfalls. A gifted trio of translators, Michael J. Miller, Dr. Michael Schub, and Fatemeh Masjedi, made invaluable contributions to this compendium. Mr. Miller deserves special credit for imposing discipline on my schedule. Timely and thorough technical assistance with the manuscript was provided by Wendy Mullen, Alyssa Lappen, Allie Marshall, and Tarrant Smith.


    The book is dedicated to my mother, Rifka, and my beautiful children, Esther and Yonah. May Esther and Yonah and their children thrive in a world where the devastating institution of jihad has been acknowledged, renounced, dismantled, and relegated forever to the dustbin of history by Muslims themselves.
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    The cover illustration is titled “The Prophet, Ali, and the Companions at the massacre of the prisoners of the Jewish tribe of Beni Kuraizah [Banu Qurayzah]”; Author: Bazil (Muhammad Rafi); Published: nineteenth century; Kashmiri, 17 folio 108b. Reproduced by permission of The British Library.1


    A consensus Muslim account of the massacre of the Qurayzah has emerged as conveyed by classical Muslim scholars of hadith (putative utterances and acts of Muhammad, recorded by pious Muslim transmitters), biographers of Muhammad's life (especially Ibn Ishaq), jurists, and historians.2 This narrative is summarized as follows: Alleged to have aided the forces of Muhammad's enemies in violation of a prior pact, the Qurayzah were subsequently isolated and besieged. Twice the Qurayzah made offers to surrender and depart from their stronghold, leaving behind their land and property. Initially they asked to take one camel load of possessions per person, but when Muhammad refused this request, the Qurayzah asked to be allowed to depart without any property, taking with them only their families. However, Muhammad insisted that the Qurayzah surrender unconditionally and subject themselves to his judgment. Compelled to surrender, the Qurayzah were led to Medina. The men, with their hands pinioned behind their backs, were put in a court, while the women and children were said to have been put into a separate court. A third (and final) appeal for leniency for the Qurayzah was made to Muhammad by their tribal allies the Aus. Muhammad again declined, and instead he appointed as arbiter Sa’d Mu’adh from the Aus, who soon rendered his concise verdict: The men were to be put to death, the women and children sold into slavery, the spoils to be divided among the Muslims.


    Muhammad ratified the judgment stating that Sa’d's decree was a decree of God pronounced from above the Seven Heavens. Thus some six hundred to nine hundred men from the Qurayzah were led on Muhammad's order to the Market of Medina. Trenches were dug, and the men were beheaded; their decapitated corpses were buried in the trenches while Muhammad watched. Male youths who had not reached puberty were spared. Women and children were sold into slavery, a number of them being distributed as gifts among Muhammad's companions. According to Muhammad's biographer Ibn Ishaq, Muhammad chose one of the Qurayzah women (Rayhana) for himself. The Qurayzah's property and other possessions (including weapons) were also divided up as additional “booty” among the Muslims. The following details have been chronicled consistently by Muslim sources: The arbiter (Sa’d Mu’adh) was appointed by Muhammad himself; Muhammad observed in person the horrific executions; Muhammad claimed as a wife a woman (Rayhana) previously married to one of the slaughtered Qurayzah tribesmen; the substantial material benefits (i.e., property, receipts from the sale of the enslaved) that accrued to the Muslims as a result of the massacre; the extinction of the Qurayzah.


    Abu Yusuf (d. 798), the prominent Hanafi jurist who advised the Abbasid caliph Harun al-Rashid (d. 809), made the following observations about the Qurayzah massacre in his writings on jihad:


    Whenever the Muslims besiege an enemy stronghold, establish a treaty with the besieged who agree to surrender on certain conditions that will be decided by a delegate, and this man decides that their soldiers are to be executed and their women and children taken prisoner, this decision is lawful. This was the decision of Sa’ad b. Mu’adh in connection with the Banu Qurayzahh…it is up to the imam to decide what treatment is to be meted out to them and he will choose that which is preferable for religion and for Islam. If he esteems that the execution of the fighting men and the enslavement of their women and children is better for Islam and its followers, then he will act thus, emulating the example of Sa’ad b. Mu’adh.3


    As reported by M. J. Kister, al-Mawardi (d. 1072), another eminent Muslim jurist from Baghdad, characterized the slaughter of the Qurayzah as a religious duty incumbent on Muhammad. Kister quotes al-Mawardi as follows: “[I]t was not permitted (for Muhammad) to forgive (in a case of) God's injunction incumbent upon them; he could only forgive (transgressions) in matters concerning his own person.”4 The notion that this slaughter was sanctioned by God as revealed to Muhammad was, according to Kister, reflective of “the current (as of 1986) Sunni view about the slaughter of the Banu Qurayzah.”5


    W. H. T. Gairdner, also relying exclusively upon Muslim sources characterizing the slaughter of the Qurayza, highlights the pivotal role that Muhammad himself played in orchestrating the overall events:


    The umpire who gave the fatal decision (Sa’ad) was extravagantly praised by Muhammad. Yet his action was wholly and admittedly due to his lust for personal vengeance on a tribe which had occasioned him a painful wound. In the agony of its treatment he cried out—“O God, let not my soul go forth ere thou has cooled my eye from the Bani Quraiza.” This was the arbiter to whose word the fate of that tribe was given over. His sentiments were well-known to Muhammad, who appointed him. It is perfectly clear from that that their slaughter had been decreed. What makes it clearer still is the assertion of another biographer that Muhammad had refused to treat with the Bani Quraiza at all until they had “come down to receive the judgment of the Apostle of God.” Accordingly “they came down”; in other words put themselves in his power. And only then was the arbitration of Sa’ad proposed and accepted—but not accepted until it had been forced on him by Muhammad; for Sa’ad first declined and tried to make Muhammad take the responsibility, but was told “qad amarak Allahu takhuma fihim” “Allah has commanded you to give sentence in their case.” From every point of view therefore the evidence is simply crushing that Muhammad was the ultimate author of this massacre.6


    In the immediate aftermath of the massacre, the Muslims benefited substantially from the Qurayzah's assets, which they seized as booty. The land and property acquired helped the Muslims gain their economic independence. The military strength of the Muslim community of Medina grew because of the weapons obtained, and the fact that captured women and children taken as slaves were sold for horses and more weapons, facilitating enlargement of the Muslim armed forces for further conquests. Conversely, the Jewish tribe of the Qurayzah ceased to exist.


    Finally, the Farsi text that borders the original illustration (above and below, but not reproduced on the cover art due to space constraints), apropos of its Persian Shiite context, focuses on the exploits of Ali:


    Ali, who is the successor of God on the earth, and known to fight with a double-edged sword, ordered the warriors to cut off the heads of the nonbelievers. Zobair assisted him in finishing this job. Ali also ordered the distribution of the captives and their property [i.e., the “booty”] among the Muslims, in accord with Sa’ad (b. Mu’adh)'s [see above] decision regarding the fate of the defeated the Jews [i.e., the Qurayzah]. After the battle [and executions], Ali ordered everyone [of the Muslims] to return home. Sa’ad (b. Mu’adh) who had been very anxious during the battle, was now happy and praised God upon completion of his task. Then [later] they [i.e., the Muslims] celebrated and enjoyed beautiful women.7


    NOTES


    1. Charles Rieu, Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum, London, British Museum, 1966. Supplement to the Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum (London: British Museum Publications for the British Library, 1977), p. 211.


    2. Summarized, here: M. J. Kister, “The Massacre of the Banū Qurayza: A Re-examination of a Tradition” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 8 (1986): 61–96.


    3. Abu Yusuf Ya’qub, Le Livre de l’impot foncier, trans. Edmond Fagnan (Paris: Paul Geuthner, 1921); English trans. in Bat Ye’or, The Dhimmi—Jews and Christians under Islam (Cranbury, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1985), pp. 172–73.


    4. Kister, “The Massacre of the Banū Quray[image: images]a,” p. 69.


    5. Ibid., p. 70.


    6. W. H. T. Gairdner, “Muhammad without Camouflage,” Muslim World 9 (1919): 36.


    7. Translated by Fatemeh Masjedi.
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    Key: P = pillaged, X= sacked or destroyed, E = enslaved, C = captured, M = massacred, B = besieged, F = flight]


    WESTERN ASIA MINOR


    
      
      
      

      
        	Towns and Villages

        	Environs of Towns and Villages

        	Provinces
      


      
        	Cyzicus (C, C, C, X)

        Apollonius (C, X)

        Lopadium (X)

        Cius (C)

        Poimamenum (X)

        

        	

        Apollonias (P)

        Lopadium (P)

        Poimamenum (P)

        Abydus (P, P)

        

        	West Anatolia (X)

        Dorylaeum-Iconium (P, E, P, E)

        Thynia-Bithynia (P, P, P, P)

        Propontis and Mysia (P, P, P)

        Caius, Hermus, Cayster, and

        Maeander (P, P, P)

        
      


      
        	Adramyttium (X)

        Calamus (X)

        Meleum (X)

        Smyrna (C, X)

        Clazomenae (C, X)

        Phocaea (C, X)

        Sardes (C)

        Nymphaeum (C)

        Ephesus (C, X)

        Philadelpheia (C)

        Tralles (X)

        Louma (X)

        Pentacheir (X)

        Melanoudium (X)

        Latrus (X)

        Strobilus (X)

        Attaleia (X, B)

        Nicomedia (C, X)

        Nicaea (C, X, B)

        Prusa (C, X, B)

        Claudiopolis (B)

        Pithecas (X)

        Malagina (X)

        Dorylaeum (X, C)

        Cotyraeum (X, X)

        Amorium (X)

        Cedrea (C)

        Polybotus (C)

        Philomelium (C, X, X)

        Myriocephalum (X)

        Sozopolis (C, B, X)

        Chonae (X, C)

        Laodiceia (C, C, X)

        Hierapolis (X)

        Tripolis (X)

        Tantalus (X, E)

        Caria (X, E, X, E)

        Antioch and Meandrum (X)

        Choma-Soublaion (X)

        	Adramyttium (P, P, F)

        Chliara (F, P)

        Pergamum (F, P)

        Smyrna (P)

        Clazomenae (P)

        Phocaea (P)

        Ephesus (P, P)

        Philadelpheia (P)

        Attaleia (P)

        Dorylaeum (P)

        Cotyaeum (X)

        Sozopolis (P)

        Lampe (P)

        Laodiceia (P)

        Chonae (P)

        	Phyrgia (P)

        Paphlogonia (P)

        Pisidia (P)

        Lycia (P)
      

    


    EASTERN ASIA MINOR


    
      
      
      

      
        	Towns and Villages

        	Environs of Towns and Villages

        	Provinces
      


      
        	Caesareia (X)

        Arabissus (X)

        Albistan (E, X)

        Kaisum (F, X, E, X)

        Edessa

        (B, B, X, B, X, E, M, M)

        Nisibis (X)

        Gargar (X, E, X, E)

        Melitene

        (X, M, E, X, C, X, B)

        Bar Mar Sauma (B, B, B, C)

        Sebasteia

        (X, N, E, C, X, X, C)

        Artze (X, F)

        Ani (X, C)

        Zorinak (X, M)

        	Marash (P, C)

        Kaisum (S, M, E, P, X, X)

        Tell Bashir (S, M, E, P, X, X)

        Edessa (P, X, P, P)

        

        Hisn Mansur (M, E)

        Gargar (P)

        Seveverek (P)

        

        Melitene (P, P, P, X, E)

        Chliat (P)

        

        Perkri (P)

        	Cappodocia (P, P, P, F)

        Pyramus River (E, P)

        Armenia (M, E, F, P)

        Lake Van (P, P)
      

    


    NORTHERN ASIA MINOR


    
      
      
      

      
        	Towns and Villages

        	Environs of Towns and Villages

        	Provinces
      


      
        	Sinope (X, C)

        Trebizond (X, C)

        Amisus (C)

        Paipert (B, C)

        Coloneia (B, C)

        Neocaesareia (X, C)

        Amaseia (B, C)

        Castamon (X, X)

        Doceia (C)

        Comana (C)

        Euchaita (C)

        Pimolissa (C)

        Gangra (C, X)

        Dadybra (C, F)

        	Gangra (X, F)

        Castamon (X, F)

        Amaseia (X, F)

        	
      

    


    SOUTHERN ASIA MINOR


    
      
      
      

      
        	Towns and Villages

        	Environs of Towns and Villages

        	Provinces
      


      
        	Seleucia

        Mopsuestia (X)

        Corycus (X)

        Adana (X, E)

        Pracana (X)

        	

        	Pyramus Valley (P)
      

    


    CENTRAL ASIA MINOR


    
      
      
      

      
        	Towns and Villages

        	Environs of Towns and Villages

        	Provinces
      


      
        	Iconium (X, M)

        Ankara (X, C, C)

        Coloneia Archelais (X)

        Laodiceia Combusta (X)

        	Ankara (P, P)

        Iconium (P, P, P)

        	
      

    


    The following relevant commentary is excerpted from Speros Vryonis's “The Conditions and Cultural Significance of the Ottoman Conquest in the Balkans,” Congres International des Etudes du Sud-Est Europeen (Athens, 1970), pp. 7–9:


    The [Turkish] conquests in Anatolia were prolonged, repeated (lasting from the 11th–15th centuries), quite destructive and disruptive of life and property.


    The conquest of Asia Minor virtually destroyed the Anatolian Church. The ecclesiastical administrative documents reveal an almost complete confiscation of church property, income, buildings, and the imposition of heavy taxes by the Turks. In addition, they furnish evidence for further irregularity in ecclesiastical life due to the fact that the conquerors frequently prohibited the entrance of bishops and metropolitans, and often expelled them from their seats.


    The conquests of Asia Minor were accompanied by large influxes of Turkmen nomads. Consequently, we are dealing not only with a conquest but with an ethnic migration. However, it was not only the numbers which contributed to the Turkification of Anatolia but also the very character of nomadism. Nomadism brought with it political decentralization, instability, and intermittent anarchy; it brought a nomadic economy based on pastoralism, banditry, and slave trading, all of which constituted a heavy burden for the sedentary Christians. These were instrumental in the devastation and disruption of Christian rural life throughout much of Anatolia. The Anatolian place names, so heavily Turkified, seem to reflect the disruption of much of the Christian rural society.

    


    Reconstructed from Speros Vryonis Jr., The Decline of Medieval Hellenism in Asia Minor and the Process of Islamization from the Eleventh through Fifteenth Century (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1971), pp. 166–67.
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    Fisher's caveat:


    The sources for these raids are incomplete and there is no doubt that there were many more slave raids that the author has not uncovered. (p. 579, n.17)


    
      
      
      

      
        	DATE

        	PLACE

        	NUMBER OF CAPTIVES
      


      
        	

        	

        	
      


      
        	1463

        	Poland

        	18,000
      


      
        	1474

        	Galicia

        	7,000
      


      
        	1482

        	Kiev

        	Thousands
      


      
        	1498

        	Lvov

        	100,000
      


      
        	1500

        	South Russia

        	50,000
      


      
        	1512

        	South Russia

        	25,000
      


      
        	1515

        	South Russia

        	60,000
      


      
        	1516

        	South Russia

        	5,000
      


      
        	1516

        	Galicia

        	40,000
      


      
        	1516

        	Galicia

        	50,000–100,000
      


      
        	1516

        	Galicia

        	Thousands
      


      
        	1521

        	Moscow

        	800,000
      


      
        	1527

        	South Russia

        	25,000
      


      
        	1533

        	South Russia

        	100,000
      


      
        	1533

        	Poland

        	Thousands
      


      
        	1534

        	Volynia

        	15,000
      


      
        	1537

        	Volynia

        	15,000
      


      
        	1555

        	South Russia

        	200,000
      


      
        	1571

        	Moscow

        	100,000
      


      
        	1575

        	South Russia

        	35,000
      


      
        	1585

        	Lvov

        	“immense”
      


      
        	1598

        	South Russia

        	Thousands
      


      
        	1612

        	Poland

        	50,000
      


      
        	1615

        	Ukraine

        	18,000
      


      
        	1616

        	Poland

        	Thousands
      


      
        	1618

        	Lvov

        	453
      


      
        	1621

        	Poland

        	36
      


      
        	1622

        	Galicia

        	229
      


      
        	1622

        	Lvov

        	150
      


      
        	1623

        	Poland

        	10,000
      


      
        	1624

        	Poland

        	900
      


      
        	1624

        	Poland

        	600
      


      
        	1626

        	Poland

        	60
      


      
        	1626

        	Poland

        	250
      


      
        	1632

        	Poland

        	2,260
      


      
        	1633

        	Poland

        	57
      


      
        	1633

        	South Russia

        	1,500
      


      
        	1636

        	South Russia

        	5,700
      


      
        	1637

        	Poland

        	2,280
      


      
        	1643

        	Chuguev

        	87
      


      
        	1644

        	Poland

        	10,000
      


      
        	1644

        	South Russia

        	6,000
      


      
        	1645

        	South Russia

        	5,700
      


      
        	1645

        	South Russia

        	6,200
      


      
        	1646

        	South Russia

        	60,000
      


      
        	1648

        	Poland

        	100,000
      


      
        	1648

        	Poland

        	40,000
      


      
        	1651

        	Poland

        	2,000
      


      
        	1654

        	Ukraine

        	300,000
      


      
        	1655

        	Poland

        	27,000
      


      
        	1656

        	Poland

        	34,000
      


      
        	1657

        	Kiev

        	50
      


      
        	1658

        	Ukraine

        	7,000
      


      
        	1659

        	Poland

        	11,060
      


      
        	1662

        	Ukraine

        	20,000
      


      
        	1676

        	Volynia

        	400,000
      


      
        	1678

        	Ukraine

        	30,000
      


      
        	1680

        	Ukraine

        	Whole town of Valki
      


      
        	1681

        	Ukraine

        	200
      


      
        	1693

        	Kharkov

        	Thousands
      


      
        	1694

        	Poland

        	Thousands
      

    


    Excerpted commentary by Fisher regarding the plight of those enslaved:


    [T]he first ordeal [of the captive] was the long march to the Crimea. Often in chains and always on foot, many of the captives died en route. Since on many occasions the Tatar raiding party feared reprisals or, in the seventeenth century, attempts by Cossack bands to free the captives, the marches were hurried. Ill or wounded captives were usually killed rather than be allowed to slow the procession. [Heberstein wrote]…“the old and infirm men who will not fetch much as a sale, are given up to the Tatar youths either to be stoned, or thrown into the sea, or to be killed by any sort of death they might please.” An Ottoman traveler in the mid-sixteenth century who witnessed one such march of captives from Galicia marveled that any would reach their destination—the slave markets of Kefe. He complained that their treatment was so bad that the mortality rate would unnecessarily drive their price up beyond the reach of potential buyers such as himself. A Polish proverb stated: “Oh how much better to lie on one's bier, than to be a captive on the way to Tartary.” (pp. 582–83)

    


    Constructed from Alan Fisher, “Muscovy and the Black Sea Slave Trade,” Canadian American Slavic Studies (1972): 580–82.
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    ABU HANIFA (d. 767). An-Nu’man b. Thabit b. Zuta abu Hanifa. Theologian and jurisconsult, founder of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence. Died in Baghdad.


    Abu Yusuf Ya’qub (731–798). A renowned jurist of the Hanafi school of law. Author of a basic treatise on public finance.


    AL-AMILI (1547–1621). Born in Syria, he emigrated to Persia and eventually obtained an honored position at the court of Shah Abbas I. Al-Amili wrote an important exposition of Shi’ite jurisprudence, in Persian, the Jami-i-Abbasi.


    AL-BALADHURI (d. 892). Eminent Persian historian who lived at the caliphs’ court from 847 to 892. Author of Book of Conquests.


    AL-BAYDAWI (1286–1316?). Shafiite jurist of the thirteenth/early fourteenth century, who attained the position of chief kadi of Shiraz. He had a reputation for wide learning, and wrote on a number of subjects most notably, Qur’anic exegesis, and jurisprudence. His most famous work is a Qur’anic commentary that is largely a condensed and amended edition of Al-Zamakshary's al-Kashaf.


    ALBERUNI [AL-BIRUNI] (973–1048 CE). Born in Khwarazm (presently in Uzbekistan), was one of the greatest scholars of medieval Islam. A mathematician, astronomer, physicist, encyclopedist, philosopher, astrologer, traveller, historian, and pharmacist, Alberuni was also an impartial observer of customs and creeds. Retained at the Court of Ghazna, perhaps as official astrologer, Alberuni accompanied Sultan Mahmud on several of his military expeditions to northwest India. There he taught the Greek sciences while learning Sanskrit and various local dialects, and amassing the incalculable sum of information which he compiled in his monumental Description of India, completed in 1030, just prior to Mahmud's death.


    AL-BUKHARI (d. 869). Born in Bukhara, he died in Samarkand. Author of the most important of the six compilations of traditions (hadith), being the acts and sayings attributed to the Prophet Muhammad.


    AL-GHAZALI (1058–1111). Born at Tus in Khurasan, near modern Meshed, and became a renowned theologian, jurist, and mystic. Al-Ghazali's early training was as a jurist, and he continued to have an interest in jurisprudence throughout his career, writing a work the Wadjiz, dated 1101, in the last decade of his life. W. M. Watt wrote of Al-Ghazali, “acclaimed in both the East and West as the greatest Muslim after Muhammad, and he is by no means unworthy of that dignity…. He brought orthodoxy and mysticism into closer contact…the theologians became more ready to accept the mystics as respectable, while the mystics were more careful to remain within the bounds of orthodoxy.”


    AL-HILLI, AL-MUHAQQIQ (1206–1277 CE). He was a thirteenth-century Shi’a jurist and scholar noted for his interpretation of Islamic law according to the Shi’ite tradition, Shara ‘i’u ‘l-Islam (Kitabu ‘n-Nikah).


    AL-MALIKI, ABU BAKR ABD ALLAH (eleventh century). Tunisian historian. Author of the famous chronicle Riyad an-Nufus.


    AL-MAQRIZI [MAKRIZI] (1364–1442). Renowned historian, born in Cairo. Author of several works, particularly on the Mamluk sultans of Egypt.


    AL-MARRAKUSHI [MERRAKECHI], ABD AL-WAHID (d. 1224). North African historian of the Almohads.


    AL-MAWARDI [MAWERDI] (d. 1058). Famous Shafii jurist of Baghdad. Author of an important law treatise, Al-ahkam as-Sultaniyya, and a treatise on morality.


    YUSUF AL-QARADAWI (b. 1926). A modern Muslim scholar and preacher best known for his popular al-Jazeera program, ash-Shari’a wal-Hayat (Sharia and Life), and his Web site IslamOnline. He has also published some fifty books, including The Lawful and the Prohibited in Islam and Islam: The Future Civilization. Al-Qaradawi was born in Egypt, and attended the Al-Azhar Theological Seminary. A follower of Muslim Brotherhood founder Hasan al-Banna during his youth, he was imprisoned first under the monarchy in 1949, then three times after the release of his Tyrant and the Scholar, poetic Islamic plays expressing political messages. He has also worked in the Egyptian Ministry of Religious Endowments, been the dean of the Islamic Department at the Faculties of Sharia and Education in Qatar, and been chairman of the Islamic Scientific Councils of Algerian Universities and Institutions. Qaradawi is a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, and the head of the European Council for Fatwa and Research.


    AL-SHAFI’I (d. 820). Born in Gaza. Theologian and jurisconsult, disciple of Malik, founder of the Shafii school of jurisprudence.


    AL-SHAYBANI (d. 805). Jurist of the Hanafi school of jurisprudence, disciple of Abu Yusuf. Author of several authoritative works, particularly an important work on jihad, The Islamic Law of Nations.


    AL-SUYUTI (1445–1505). Born in Cairo, where his father taught Shaf’i law and acted as a substitute kadi. Al-Suyuti is presently recognized as the most prolific author in the realm of Islamic literature. A brilliant multidisciplinary scholar, Al-Suyuti was a learned jurist, historian, and biographer. Among his many scholarly contributions are about twenty works of Qur’anic studies, including seminal Qur’anic commentaries.


    AL-TABARI (838–923). Born in Tabaristan, died in Baghdad. Historian, theologian, and jurisconsult. Author of a monumental commentary on the Koran and a universal history, Annals, and Kitab al-Jihad (Book of the Holy War).


    AL-ZAMAKHSHARI (1070?–1143). Persian scholar who was born at Zamakhshar, a village of Khwarizm, studied at Bukhara and Samarkand, and enjoyed the fellowship of the jurists of Baghdad. He stayed at Mecca for many years, becoming known as Jar-idlah (“God's client”). Later he returned to Khwarizm, where he died at the capital Jurjaniyya. Zamakhshari's fame as a scholar rests upon his commentary on the Qur’an, called al-Kashshaf (The Revealer), which was the basis of the widely read commentary of Al-Baydawi.


    ZIYAUDDIN BARANI (C. 1285–1357). A historian and writer on government under the Delhi sultanate. Well-connected with Delhi ruling circles, he became a companion of Sultan Muhammad b. Tughluq during the period between 1325–1351. Barani's major works (Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi and Fatawa-i-Jahandari) attempt to educate the sultans in their duty toward Islam, that is, to curb unorthodoxy, abase the infidel, employ only pious servants, and remain inwardly humble toward God, despite governing with pomp and circumstance.


    SHEIKH BURHANUDDIN ALI OF MARGHINAN (1135–1183). Born in Transoxiana, he composed the important Sunni text of Islamic law the Hidayah, which was translated into English in 1791 by Charles Hamilton.


    MUHAMMAD B. AHMAD IBN ABDUN (d. 1134). Andalusian author of an authoritative legal treatise on Seville.


    IBN ABI ZAYD AL-QAYRAWANI (922–996). Head of the North African Maliki school of Qairuan. Author of several legal works and of a compendium that ensured the triumph of the Maliki school of jurisprudence.


    IBN AL-ATHIR (1160–1233). Born in Jazirat Ibn Umar on the Tigris (Iraq); lived in Mesopotamia and Palestine. Author of historical works on the Zangrid dynasty of Mosul (al-Bahir) and of a vast corpus of Chronicles (al-Kamil fi’t-tarikh).


    IBN BATTUTA (1304–c. 1368). Born and died in Tangiers. Author of accounts describing places visited in the course of several lengthy travels throughout the Islamic world, including India and China.


    IBN AL-FUWATI (1244–1323). Born in Baghdad, historian and librarian in Maragha and Baghdad. Author of several historical works and bibliographies.


    IBN HANBAL (d. 855). Theologian and jurisconsult, editor of a corpus of traditions, and founder of the Hanbali school of jurisprudence.


    IBN HAZM (994–1064). Born in Cordoba, he was a poet, historian, jurist, and theologian, considered to be one of the seminal thinkers in Arabo-Muslim civilization. Ibn Hazm codified the literalist Zahiri doctrine, and according to Roger Arnaldez, “applied himself to reconstructing a legal system stripped of all that he considered to be additions made by the jurists who came after the Prophet and the Companions.”


    IBN HISHAM (d. 813). Born and died in Egypt. Grammarian and genealogist, famous for his recension of Ibn Ishaq's biography of Muhammad.


    IBN HUDAYL (late fourteenth century). He was an Andalusian man of letters and writer from Granada. At the request of sultan Muhammad b. Yusuf b. Ismail (known as Al-Ghani), who reigned in the sixth and seventh decades of the fourteenth century, Ibn Hudayl wrote his masterpiece, a treatise on jihad “holy war,” aimed at convincing the Andalusian Muslims to revive the cavalry and match the glory of their illustrious ancestors.


    IBN ISHAQ (d. 761). Author of the most famous biography of Muhammad.


    IBN KATHIR (1300–1373). One of the best-known historians and traditionalists of Syria during the reign of the Bahri Mamluks, compiling an important history of Islam, as well as a Qur’anic commentary that foreshadows in its style the commentary of Al-Suyuti.


    IBN KHALDUN (1332–1406). Born in Tunis, died in Cairo. Jurist, qadi (Maliki), renowned philosopher, historian, and sociologist. Author of a history of the Berbers and a universal history, preceded by an introduction to history (al-Muqqddima).


    IBN AQYYIM AL-JAWZIYYA (d. 1351). Theologian, follower of Ibn Taymiya.


    IBN RUSHD (1126–1198). Known as Averroes in the medieval West, Ibn Rushd was a scholar of the Qur’anic sciences and natural sciences (physics, medicine, biology, astronomy), theologian, and philosopher. Between 1153–1195, under the Almohad Caliphs ‘Abd al-Mu’min, Abu Ya’kub Yusuf, and Ya’kub al-Mansur, he served as either a kadi or a physician in both North Africa (Marrakush) and Andalusia (Seville and Cordoba).


    IBN TAGHRIBIRDI, ABU L-MAHASIN (d. 1469). Historian of the Mamluks.


    IBN QUDAMA (1147–1223). An important jurisconsult and traditionalist theologian of the Hanbali school.


    TAQI AL-DIN AHMAD IBN TAYMIYA (1263–1328). Syrian theologian and jurisconsult of the Hanbali school of jurisprudence under the Mamluks; active in Damascus, where he died. He left a considerable body of jurisprudence. His doctrine inspired the Wahhabi movement in eighteenth-century Arabia.


    AYATOLLAH SEYYED RUHOLLAH KHOMEINI (1900–1989). An Iranian Shiite cleric and the political and spiritual leader of the 1979 revolution that overthrew Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the then shah of Iran, restoring a Shiite theocracy. He was considered the supreme spiritual leader to many Shiite Muslims and ruled Iran from 1979 until his death in 1989. Khomeini wrote and lectured extensively on Islamic government and law (including the provision of formal legal rulings) for more than five decades.


    KHUSRAU, AMIR (Khusro, or Khusraw) (1253–1325 CE). Poet, Sufi mystic, and spiritual disciple of Nizamuddin Auliya of Delhi. He wrote in both Persian and Hindustani. Associated with royal courts of more than seven rulers of the Delhi Sultanate (and a friend of the historian and writer Barani), Amir Khusrau's work Khamsa was considered to be one of the great classics of Persian poetry during the later Timurid period in Transoxiana.


    MULLA MUHAMMAD BAKR MAJLISI (1627–1698). An authoritative jurist and prolific hadith collector, Majlisi was also well educated in Islamic philosophy and mysticism. During the late Safavid period, he became a dominant authority in politics, social and judicial matters. Majlisi's professed goal in his Persian writings was to disseminate the Shia ethos to “the masses of believers and common Shia” who had “no familiarity with the Arabic language.” Majlisi had very close relationships with at least two of the Safavid monarchs, Shah Sulayman (d. 1694) and Shah Sultan Husayn (d. 1713). In 1686 he was appointed the Shaykh al-Islam by Shah Sulyaman. Upon Shah Husayn's accession to the throne in 1694, his title was changed to Mullabashi. Majlisi personally undertook legal matters and proceedings while holding these supreme institutionalized clerical offices. During the last four years in this official state office under Shah Sultan Husayn, Majlisi was the de facto ruler of Iran.


    MALIK B. ANAS (710–795). Theologian and jurisconsult from Medina, founder of the Maliki school of jurisprudence. Author of al-Muwatta, the oldest extant treatise of Islamic law as practiced in the Hijaz.


    MUSLIM (d. 874). Disciple of al-Bukhari and compiler of one of the most important corpus of traditions (hadith), being the acts and sayings (al-Shaih) attributed to the Prophet Muhammad.


    SAYYID QUTB (1906–1966). One of the great Islamic scholars of the twentieth century. Qutb served a long sentence in prison for his Islamic and political opinions and was sentenced to death in Nasser's Egypt in 1966. Posthumously he has remained a popular Islamic spiritual guide. Qutb's conception of religion and its relation to secular modernity has had a pervasive influence throughout the Muslim world, particularly in Egypt and other Arab countries. He wrote the extensive Qur’anic commentaries In the Shade of the Qur’an, and is also remembered for his work on Islam's socioeconomic nature, ‘Adalah fi al-ijtimaiyah fi al-Islam (1949), and its translation, Social Justice in Islam (1953).


    SHAYKH AHMAD SIRHINDI (1564–1624). Sirhindi was an eminent Sufi mystic, connected with several Sufi orders (including the Naqshbandi order), who contributed considerably toward the revival of orthodox Islam following the heterodox experiments of Akbar's reign (1556–1605). He published a number of tracts and letters promoting these views.


    SHAH ALADIHLAWI WALI-ALLAH (1703–1762). Born in Delhi in 1703, Shah Wali-Allah was a theologian, pioneering Persian translator of the Qur’an, Sufi traditionalist, and political activist. Shah Wali-Allah's letters to Afghan ruler Ahmad Shah Abdali (Durrani), as well as prominent local Muslim leaders urging them to cooperate with Durrani in undertaking a jihad against the (Hindu) Marathas and Jats, reveal his persistent efforts to establish a (foreign, if necessary) and more militant Muslim dynasty within India. Shah Wali-Allah was thus not only an inspiration for Durrani's invasions of 1756–1757 and 1760–1761, he was also responsible for helping to organize a confederacy of Muslim powers against the Marathas in Northern India.
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    ARAKEL OF TAURIZ (TABRIZ) (c. 1600–C. 1670). Armenian author who, at the request of the Catholicos Philippos, wrote a book of histories on the deportation of the Armenians in Persia. He continued to work in Isfahan from 1661 to 1662 at the request of the Catholicos Jacob of Julfa. His book is a valuable source of firsthand information on the condition of the Armenians and the patriarchs at that period.


    BAR HEBRAEUS (ABUL-FARAJ) (1226–1286). Born in Melitene (Malatia in Upper Mesopotamia) of a Jewish father. Jacobite Bishop of Gubbos, Labakin, and Aleppo; Maphrian of the East, he died in Maraga. Author of The Chronography and other important historical and theological works.


    REV. DR. RICHARD BELL (1876–1952). Bell was educated at Edinburgh University, where he studied Semitic languages and divinity. He became a minister of the Church of Scotland in 1904, and ordained to the parish of Wamphrey in 1907. After fourteen years in the parish ministry, Bell returned to Edinburgh as lecturer in Arabic, attaining the position of reader in Arabic in 1938, a position he held until his retirement in 1947. His major writings include The origin of Islam in its Christian environment (1925), The Qur’an, translated, with a critical re-arrangement of the Surahs (1937–1939), Introduction to the Qur’an (1953), and A commentary on the Qur’an (1991) [edited by C. E. Bosworth].


    MARIE FELICITE BROSSET (1802–1880). Born in Paris, February 5, 1802, Brosset originally pursued ecclesiastic studies, and eventually studied Oriental languages. After working a few years as a printer, he found a position as a teacher of Caucasian languages in St. Petersburg in 1837. Later Brosset became a member of the Russian academy, and a librarian, before returning to Paris where he died September 3, 1880. Brosset is best known for his elegant translations from Georgian and Armenian, Chronique géorgienne (1829–1831), Histoire de la Géorgie: depuis l’antiquité jusqu’au XIXe siècle (1849–1858); Histoire de la Siounie (1864–1866), Deux historiens arméniens Kiracos de Gantzac, XIIIe s., Histoire d’Arménie; Oukhtanes d’Ourha, Xe s., Histoire en trois parties (1870–1871). He also wrote an original work, Les ruines d’Ani, capitale de l’Arménie sous les rois Bagratides, aux xe et xie s; histoire et description (1860–1861).


    ANNA COMNENA (COMNENE) (1083–1153). A daughter of the Byzantine emperor Alexius I Comnenus, Anna Comnena became a chronicler/historian, trained in the study of poetry, science, and Greek philosophy. Following Anna's participation in a failed conspiracy in 1118 to depose her brother John after his accession, her life was spared, though she forfeited her property and fortune. Soon afterwards, Anna was dispatched to a convent where she wrote the Alexiad—a history in Greek of her father's life and reign. The Alexiad describes the political and military history during the reign of Alexius I Comnenus (1081–1118), making it one of the most important contemporary sources for the study of the Byzantine Empire.


    DIONYSIUS OF TELL-MAHRE (d. 845). Patriarch of the Jacobites, his Chronicle has disappeared but extracts from it were preserved in Michael the Syrian's twelfth-century Chronicle. The Chronicle wrongly attributed to him was completed in c. 775, before his time. (See Pseudo-Dionysius of Tell Mahre.)


    JEAN PAUL LOUIS FRANÇOIS EDOUARD DULAURIER (1807–1881). Born in Toulouse, he came to Paris as a young man, studied Arabic and Turkish under Silvestre de Sacy, and became interested in ancient Egyptian studies. He went to London in 1838 to study Hieroplyphic and Coptic texts. After he added Armenian to his expertise, he was appointed professor of Armenian at the Ecole des langues orientales vivantes, Paris. His Recherches sur la Chronologie Armeninne, Technique et Historique, 1859 includes important French translations of Armenian historians and chroniclers, such as Sebeos and Matthew of Edessa. He died in Meudon (auts-de-Seine).


    GHEVOND. Armenian historian of the second half of the eighth century. Author of History of the Wars and Conquests of the Arabs in Armenia.


    JOHN OF NIKIOU (seventh century). Coptic bishop. Author of an important account of the Arab conquest of Egypt, of which only an Ethiopian translation remains.


    MATTHEW OF EDESSA (d. after 1136).Armenian chronicler and author of Chronological Tables.


    MICHAEL THE SYRIAN. Jacobite patriarch of Antioch from 1166 to 1199. Author of a famous Chronicle that reproduces earlier sources, before describing contemporary events.


    PSEUDO-DIONYSIUS OF TELL MAHRE (eighth century). Anonymous author of a Chronicle wrongly attributed to the ninth-century patriarch of the same name. It provides a valuable description of the peasant condition in Mesopotamia from personal experience.


    SAMUEL OF ANI. Armenian author of a Chronicle from the second half of the twelfth century.


    SAWIRUS (SEVERUS) B. AL-MAQAFFA. Coptic bishop of Ashmunein (Egypt) from 955 to 987. Author of a history of the patriarchs of Alexandria. After his death, it was continued from 886 to 1046 by Michael, bishop of Tinnis; then up to the thirteenth century by other ecclesiastics.


    SEPEOS (SEBEOS). Armenian bishop active in the third quarter of the seventh century. Author of a history of Heraclius from the end of the fifth century to 661, he describes the events of his times.


    THEOPHANES. Monastic chronicler of the Byzantine Empire, born sometime between 752–760. His Chronographia, which describes events from the end of the third through the beginning of the eighth centuries (from the accession of Emperor Diocletian to that of Leo V, 284–813), is considered to be of unique value because it utilizes a Greek translation of a late eighth-century chronicle originally written in Syriac. This particular source is believed to account for Theophanes accurate information on events in Muslim-held territory. Moreover Theophanes was a contemporary of the events he describes during the fratricidal war that erupted between the brothers al-Amin and al Ma’mun, following the death of Caliph Harun al-Rashid in 809 CE.


    THOMAS ARDZRUNI (d. EARLY TENTH CENTURY). Armenian historian and author of History of the Ardzrunis, in which he describes contemporary events. It was continued by others from 907 to 1226.
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