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            Board Meeting

          

        

      

    

    
      The Mason Intersolar Corporation board (minus Loki Mason - its chairman) congregated around the large French-polished oak conference table. The group gathered in a different location than the usual one they gravitated to for board meetings, not wanting news of their tryst filtering back to Loki. Having flown to Reykjavik, the gathering gazed out over the capital from the top floor of a luxury hotel as they sipped coffee and engaged in small talk before the meeting began. The little sunlight reaching that latitude started disappearing as dusk captured the early winter sky and the first glimpse of the aurora borealis appeared.

      Not wanting to keep the businessmen for longer than necessary, the deputy chairman of the board called the group to order. The members sat and waited forhim to start proceedings. “As advised, Loki is not attending this caucus,” the aged convener began. “In my capacity as deputy chairman, and as requested by several major shareholders, representatives of whom are in this room. I have arranged this extraordinary meeting to discuss the company’s future direction. The events leading to the incident at Iapetus have left influential investors in dismay and bewildered. Several are even reconsidering their investment in the company. As you appreciate, any withdrawal of a major investor would significantly impact the share price. These events have already suppressed it and the firm’s value, tarnishing our brand name at the same time. The chairman’s fate is the only agenda item, or how we may temper the rashness of his decisions before they cause further damage to our reputation.”

      “It’s problematic when he’s the majority shareholder,” one board members voiced.

      “That is true. But we have the power to restrain his riskier endeavors.”

      “Not when he goes ahead with them anyhow and begs forgiveness later when they turn belly up,” another member said.

      “I agree with the deputy,” a third member said. “We either control him or devise a strategy to oust him altogether.”

      “Remove Loki from the company?” another member said with a sarcastic guffaw. “I’d like to shake the hand of the person telling him he’s been sacked afterwards, if he’s still alive.”

      “I had a good chat with Carson after that Iapetus incident,” someone else said. “The affair genuinely shook him, and it’s difficult to disturb Carson. Loki’s maniacal behavior terrified him. That may be why he’s thrown himself into this space tourism business.”

      “He’s managing it well too,” the first member said.

      “Yes, it established a whole new portfolio for us.”

      After an hour’s discussion, the deputy asked, “What do we do?”

      “It will be near impossible to contain Loki, even if we remove his executive responsibilities from him. I suggest we concentrate on ways to unseat him from the board for the good of the company.”

      “Shall we vote on it?” The board members nodded in agreement. “Those in favor of removing Loki from the board raise their hands.” A unison of hands rose. “The motion passes. I must now devise a strategy.” The deputy sat in contemplation, happy with the decision, but considering the task ahead with trepidation. “I need not remind you to regard this session as strictly confidential.”

      The others nodded or grunted agreement.

      “That’s it then. I won’t keep you. Hope the rest of your stay is pleasant and have a safe trip to your eventual destination.”

      The meeting ended. Several lingered on for a while, discussing the outcome and their other business concerns. The deputy sat in his plush black leather-cushioned seat, musing over options for the future, doodling on the pad in front of him as he scribed possibilities to consider. He sighed after half an hour, realizing that the job would be tough or near impossible, no matter what he did. He needed an assistant to help him, someone removed from the board, but who?
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      Loki sat opposite Jezebel, the glass window of the prison visiting room between them. Her freedom from jail was unrealistic considering her actions, but he convinced the judges to reduce her sentence to the shortest allowable. In fact, he had only just avoided a cell himself for his involvement in the whole affair, when he tried claiming the source of Astatine on Iapetus for himself without success. He never understood why Jezebel had resorted to such drastic measures in murdering the pilot and the others. She should have settled on a less forceful means of achieving the result. He chuckled to himself. I can talk. Trying to destroy their ship.

      “How are they treating you?” he asked. Jezebel looked distressed and tired.

      She shrugged. “The place is comfortable. I’m struggling to find where I fit into the hierarchy. When I solve it, another bitch boss picks a fight with me. It’s depressing. I’ve made friends with one inmate with clout, though. She keeps her hands clean. I’m not sure what she has on the others, but they avoid her. She’s taken me under her wing and I want to nurture her protection.”

      Loki acknowledged his approval at her ability to work out the pecking order and gravitate towards her best choice. “Tell me if you need extra support. I can lobby more help from the outside if necessary.”

      Jezebel nodded, her distress dissipating as she relaxed. “What happens now?”

      Loki pondered her question. He wasn’t sure how to answer it, as he was undecided himself. One thing was going to happen, though. The person who caused this would pay and pay badly. He looked into Jezebel’s eyes and smiled his fatherly smile at her. “Let me worry about that.”

      Jezebel lowered her head, emotion overcoming her as she understood his intention. Tears escaped her as she gazed at Loki again. “Yes, father.”

      The words and sentiment caught Loki off balance. He had thought he would never hear that phrase until he had adopted Jezebel. They meant more to him that everything in their own way and they left him distraught before he regained control of himself. The visiting period elapsed, so he touched the glass barrier between them. “I love you, Jezebel. Always remember that.”

      “I love you too, father.” Jezebel mimicked his gesture.

      “It’s time.”

      “I know. When will you visit again?”

      “Soon. Once I’ve solved a few things.”

      Jezebel smiled. “Goodbye till then.”

      “Goodbye.” Loki stood, giving Jezebel one last glance as he turned at the door. Jezebel stared at him intensely, still emanating her affection for him. A tear develop, so he turned and walked out of her sight before he wiped the moisture from his cheek.

      He left the prison and returned to the waiting Carson. “I hope all went well,” Carson said.

      “Yes. As well as you can expect.” They both stepped into the limousine and Carson instructed the driver of their destination.

      Loki lost himself in thought. Even though the plan to secure the Astatine deposit had ended in disaster, the notion of a fleet of space liners to ferry holidaymakers to planets and moons in the solar system had taken off with meteoric success. The business couldn’t keep up with demand and Carson managed the enterprise as if born for it. Loki pondered the next stage of expanding that side of his empire. Thoughts of the Alpha Centauri expedition entered his mind and a seed of an idea germinated. The Chinese established a permanent wormhole link between the moon and the distant star by the Chinese, so researchers could conduct their scientific studies efficiently. Maybe he could convince the authorities to offer public access through the wormhole. He chuckled to himself. Of course, he could persuade them. It just depended on how much it cost him. Many wealthy individuals would pay exorbitant amounts for the opportunity to visit an exotic planet orbiting another star.

      “Carson, how should we expand our tourism interest?”

      Carson jolted from his own reverie. “Haven’t thought that far ahead. I’m still securing our current business, although I have dreamed of an opening for environmental safaris to Chariclo, or even Chiron now that personal oxygen enhancement nasal plugs are available. I haven’t investigated how we would gain access to the wormhole, though.”

      Loki smiled. “Always in sync with my thinking, Carson. I was just pondering the same thing. You should start investigating it further and develop the business case for it.”

      “Can do, boss.”

      Carson glanced at Loki as if he wasn’t sure whether to say what he intended saying next.

      Loki saw him looking. “Out with it, Carson.”

      Carson licked his lips. “I heard a rumor the Americans are preparing for an expedition to Tau Ceti. Nothing official, just a whisper. It’s being led by the same team as the last one.”

      Loki’s ears pricked up at the report. The news of the trip to Alpha Centauri had caught him flat-footed - too busy fending off criminal charges. And his thorn, Ethan Richards, would lead the mission. He could get his chance to pay him back for the suffering and lost wealth he had caused him. “Can you find out more? It might be an opportunity for payback.” Loki pondered. “And we might exploit other opportunities.”

      “I’ll check the truth of the rumor.”

      They sat in silence for the rest of the trip to the private airport before they parted, Carson staying in America and Loki jetting to his island paradise home.
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