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A Comprehensive Bible Study Guide for Christian Leaders, Believers, and Bible Students

Draft2Digital Edition

Dedication

Dedicated to all believers who desire to walk in truth, love, and victory. May this study of 1 John strengthen your fellowship with God and with one another.

Introduction

The Book of 1 John is a powerful letter that emphasizes truth, love, obedience, and assurance. Written by the Apostle John, this epistle was meant to strengthen believers against false teachings, affirm their relationship with God, and call them to walk in the light. This study guide breaks down each chapter with clarity, spiritual depth, and practical application.

About the Author

Bishop Dusan Pobee is a respected Bible teacher and leader who has committed his ministry to equipping the body of Christ with sound, life-changing biblical resources. His writings are deeply scriptural, practical, and full of spiritual insight.

Scripture Translation Note

All Scripture references in this guide are taken from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise stated.
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Introduction

1 John Chapter 1 opens with a profound declaration of the incarnation of Christ. The apostle emphasizes the reality of Jesus as the Word of Life, testifies to firsthand experience with Him, and invites believers into fellowship with the Father and the Son. John underscores the need for believers to walk in the light and deal honestly with sin.

Key Verse Commentary

1 John 1:7 says, 'But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.' This verse teaches that true fellowship with God is marked by truthfulness, holiness, and continual cleansing through Christ’s sacrifice.

Background

The letter was written to confront early Gnostic influences that denied Jesus came in the flesh and to assure believers of eternal life. John writes with pastoral concern, urging believers to return to foundational truths and authentic Christian living.

Doctrinal Insights

Jesus is fully divine and fully human—the eternal Word made flesh. Fellowship with God requires honesty, confession, and walking in the light. Denying sin leads to deception, but confession leads to cleansing and restored relationship.

Applications

Believers are called to walk transparently before God, acknowledge sin, and embrace the forgiveness available in Christ. Genuine fellowship requires truth, purity, and a humble heart. Hiding sin damages intimacy with God and with others.

Character Studies

John the apostle, known for his closeness to Jesus, writes with conviction and tenderness. His personal witness to Christ’s life gives authority to his message. He models a balance of love, truth, and bold correction.

Themes

Key themes include fellowship, walking in the light, confession, truth versus deception, and the assurance of cleansing through Christ.

Reflection Questions

1. What does it mean to walk in the light?
2. How does confessing your sins restore fellowship with God?
3. Are there areas in your life where you need more honesty with God?
4. How can believers strengthen one another in genuine fellowship?
5. What does this chapter teach about the nature of Jesus?
Prayers

Father, thank You for sending Jesus as the Word of Life. Help me to walk in the light, confess my sins sincerely, and enjoy true fellowship with You and other believers. Let Your truth purify every part of my life. Amen.

Cross-References

John 1:1-14, Psalm 32:5, James 5:16, Ephesians 5:8-10, Hebrews 10:22.
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Introduction

1 John Chapter 2 continues John's emphasis on obedience, love, and truth. He warns against worldly desires and false teachers, affirming that true believers will continue in Christ and walk as He did. John writes both to encourage spiritual growth and to defend against deception.

Key Verse Commentary

1 John 2:6 says, 'Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.' This verse makes clear that a true relationship with Christ leads to a life of obedience, love, and purity that mirrors His example.

Background

John continues to refute early Gnostic teachings that denied Jesus' humanity and promoted a lifestyle of lawlessness. He identifies signs of true believers, encourages spiritual maturity, and calls the church to remain faithful to apostolic teaching.

Doctrinal Insights

Jesus is our advocate and atoning sacrifice. Love and obedience are inseparable signs of knowing God. The world’s desires—lust, pride, and greed—are temporary, but doing God's will leads to eternal life. The anointing believers receive helps them discern truth and reject falsehood.

Applications

Believers must examine their lives for obedience to Christ’s commands and love for others. We are to reject the pull of worldly values and remain rooted in the truth of Christ. Growth in faith comes through continual fellowship with God’s Word and reliance on the Spirit.

Character Studies

John shows a pastoral heart as he addresses different spiritual stages: children, young men, and fathers. He also exposes the antichrists—false teachers who deny Jesus and depart from the faith—as examples of deception.

Themes

Key themes include assurance of salvation

Reflection Questions

Prayers


Cross-References
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