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The Emperor

Alice and Eliot had a quiet breakfast together. When they were finished eating, they checked their schedules for the day.

She blinked. “Okay, I can get another card now and then work on crafting. Then I will have some tarot readings to do.”

He nodded. “Alright. It doesn’t look too bad for now.”

They cleared the table and put the dishes in soapy water to soak. He went to the greenhouse and turned on music. He got right to work on the orders and focused on his part. She went to the tarot reading room and picked a card from the special deck.

She walked upstairs and into the room they shared. She sat down at her desk. She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She blinked when she set out the three different versions of the Emperor card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed a pen.

She didn’t worry about the time. She knew her husband would tend to the plants and the orders. Then he would cook lunch for the two of them. She could just focus on the studying for now and jot down all her notes. And that’s what she did for a few hours.

He found a good stopping point and went to the kitchen to cook. When she heard him in the kitchen, she set down her pen and stood up. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen. She set the table and grabbed drinks. He finished cooking and served them. They sat down together.

“How did the studying go?”

“Not bad.”

“So, what is the card of the day?”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen and waited for the answer.

Alice answered, “The Emperor.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is higher than the kings, more worldly wise and confident, a symbol of stability and leadership, logic above emotion, a giver of aid and comfort, authority, common sense, business, career, security, foreign countries, law, head of a company, strategic planning, respect, and consistent when enforcing rules and laws. It can also represent a god.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is immature and ineffective, given to petty emotional outbursts and extreme retentive of gains, confusing to those who don’t know them, inconsistent when enforcing rules and laws, playing favorites, domineering, abusive, dictator, shying away from the role, or inflexibility.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You know what to do next.” She disappeared.

Eliot smiled. “Wow, just two more cards? So, I suppose the Empress will be next.”

Alice laughed. “Probably. Or the World.”

“And that’s it. Well, I bet it feels good to nearly be done.”

“It does. I hope nothing gets in the way between now and then.”

They finished eating moments later. They cleared the table and added more dirty dishes to the soapy water. He wiped down the stove and counters as she put away leftovers. Then they walked to the greenhouse. The big screen displayed the orders clearly.

He went in search of the plants he needed for the back stock. She worked on crafting toiletry items and finishing the big orders. She found the labeled boxes with his part of the orders. She smiled as she continued crafting.

Soon she finished the big orders. She sealed up the boxes while he processed the plant material. She set the boxes to the side where the delivery person would find them. Then she checked the smaller orders and the back stock.

The delivery person showed up moments later and took the boxes with a smile. They loaded up their vehicle and waved to Alice and Eliot. They waved and went right back to work.

Clients came and went to pick up their small orders. She had just finished her part of the back stock when the first tarot client showed up. She stepped out of the greenhouse to meet them.

“Hi, are you ready for your tarot reading?”

The client nodded. Alice led them into the house through the front door. They walked into the tarot reading room. Alice grabbed a deck as the client sat down. Alice sat down and shuffled the cards.

The client said, “What am I going to do about the people who won’t stop saying bad and untrue things about me?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—5 of Swords, Justice, and Knight of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you getting bullied and it’s not pleasant. However, justice is coming and will punish them. As a result, you will be financially secure. You will level up while they are paying for their bad karma. You will move on and be fine. More people will see you as mature and responsible and won’t mind if you’re slow about things.”

The client smiled. “Thank you. I feel better now.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next client ready. She led them into the tarot reading room and they sat down. She shuffled the deck.

The client said, “There seems to be a lot of chaos around me and I’m worried it will cause me problems.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—5 of Wands, Knight of Cups and 7 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see there is a lot of chaotic energy around you. It’s not pleasant. There’s too much fighting. However, you don’t have to give in to it. You can step away and focus on you and what you need to do. It’s not easy to walk away from it or block it out. That is your challenge and once you face it and learn how to block and not accept that chaotic energy, you will gain confidence in yourself. Things will get better.”

The client nodded. “I’d say it’s not easy, but I can see it’s worth trying even if I fail at first. I do need that confidence so that the chaos will no longer affect me. Thank you.”

Alice smiled and led them out of the house. She found the next client ready to go and so she led them into the tarot reading room. They sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I feel something has ended, but I’m looking forward to a new beginning and wonder what will happen.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the World, the Magician and 4 of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you are at an end, but know there is something more around the corner. An old cycle has finished up and now you are manifesting something new for yourself. When it comes, there will be happiness and celebration for you and others.”

The client smiled. “Wow, so all the shadow work I’ve done is helping me to feel happier all the time. It’s good to know I’m doing better. Thank you.”

Alice smiled. “Shadow work takes time, but yes, we do get better when we face our shadow selves.”

She led them out of the house and found the next client ready to go. She led them into the tarot reading room and they sat down. Alice shuffled the cards.

The client blinked. “What do I need to know?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—4 of Cups, 4 of Pentacles and the Hanged Person. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you’re having trouble seeing opportunities around you. Or even just options. You’re feeling numb for now and this is leading you to hoarding things and money. However, you will find that you need to stop and think about what is wrong or what you feel is missing from your life. You are compensating for some lack that you feel quite deeply. However, if you just stop and think about it and face whatever it is, you will grow and won’t feel the lack.”

The client gasped. “I suppose I have been doing some compensation for a lack. Sometimes it’s so easy to compensate than face what I really feel. But, I need to be brave and just do it.”

Alice nodded. “Do it without judging yourself. Just accept how you feel and why. Then you can do something about it and let it go. It’s probably the result of negative programming you got when you were younger.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. I will do that and see what I learn. It’s a bit scary to do.”

Alice nodded. “It is, but worth doing. You will be a better person. Being insecure is not a good way to live. It’s time to face everything and accept what has happened. You can change your reaction.”

The client stood up. “Then I will. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house. “Good luck.”

The client smiled and left. Alice closed the front door and walked into the greenhouse. She smiled at the cats and Eliot.

He smiled back. “So, you’re done for the day?”

She nodded. “You know, I think you’re leveling up again.”

“Oh?”

“You seem to be moving from high priest to emperor. I know how much you respect me and you comfort me when I need it. You’re good at strategic planning. You’re confident and wise.”

He smiled. He finished cleaning up the greenhouse. “I’m glad you noticed.” He reached out for her.

She walked into his arms and they kissed.
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