
Table of Contents

Beyond Orion:  A Chilling Novel of Mystery, Suspense and Cosmic Terror

Foreword

Index

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9


Beyond Orion:

A Chilling Novel of Mystery, Suspense and Cosmic Terror

H. Phillips

Copyright © Original edition

2021 by H. Phillips

All rights reserved

"We think we can imagine the wonders and secrets of the cosmos, but when I look out the window of the ship cruising deep space, I think, gee, not in my wildest dreams could I even imagine what lurks beneath that dark planet we're going to, I hope death isn't there waiting for us." Lieutenant Mark
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Year 2078. What should have been a simple mission to the 14th mining planet in the Orion constellation, 1300 light years away from Earth via the use of wormholes, turned into a total and sinister nightmare for Jeffrey, captain of the Babilony, and his team. 

"Beyond Orion" is a thrilling cosmic horror novel full of mystery, suspense, and intrigue that will keep you on the edge of your imagination as you gradually uncover the enigmas that await you and the incredible, unexpected finale. Enjoy it!
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More than seven decades have passed since the twin towers collapsed back in 2000 and the war in Iraq was settled with innocent blood for perverse foreign ambitions. Gone are the dreams of those generations, and only flickering memories remain in the last remnant of that generation that refuses to forget.  In today's world, many nations ceased to exist due to the third world war that took place in the twilight of the 1930's. Despite the devastating nuclear outcome of that event for billions of people, the world gradually flourished until it reached an era of relative peace between the only two surviving powers: Russia and the United States.

In the years following the colossal conflict, science and technology advanced by leaps and bounds, to such an extent that the first missions to Mars by NASA seven decades ago were laughable for those who were now sailing the stars looking for signs of life and energy resources. 

By 2050 many quantum theories finally saw the light of day when for the first time the world was able to open wormholes to nearby stars, and a decade later to be able to send interstellar spacecraft to explore solar systems. It had even launched just a couple of months earlier the first unmanned mission to the hat galaxy, that very old galaxy, with relative success. Russia and the United States had reached an agreement as never before for the joint exploration of energetic worlds, as well as the search for intelligent life in the cosmos.

The multinational energy and technology company Wadiom; the most powerful in the world had been chosen decades ago to begin exploring the cosmos in alliance with the two aforementioned powers. And that was because it was the only company and pioneer to have created starships powerful enough to navigate deep space. Undoubtedly, the discoveries in quantum physics were what had really made the exploration of the stars possible, because although the ships were extremely powerful, human technology had not yet been able to create ships that approached the speed of light.

From 2050 to 2070 the joint exploration had successfully led to the discovery in different solar systems of our galaxy of more than twenty-five planets with viable and safe conditions for the extraction of energetic minerals. Most of them lacked breathable atmospheres, but small cities had been created with everything necessary to carry out such tasks. These planets had the new periodic table of exotic new elements that had been discovered only in the 60's, and that served exclusively for the creation of interstellar ships, and rare elements that allowed the production of large amounts of energy to open the famous wormholes. 

Despite the discovery of five reddish planets with optimal atmospheres and conditions for human life, no intelligent life was discovered, merely sparse exotic vegetation that made the atmosphere somewhat breathable. However, humans were not relocated until 2068 after a large-scale reforestation program of billions of adapted terrestrial flora on all five of these planets, eventually by early 2070 to send more than ten million people spread over all these worlds. Undoubtedly, and despite the fact that planet earth was recovering from the brutal nuclear war that had been waged decades ago, the intention of the world powers was to eventually move half of the planet to new horizons.

Although the enmity between the two world powers was in the past, there were fierce competitions between the largest multinational companies to supply the high energy demand and to obtain the juicy contracts of most of the terrestrial governments... and of those that in the future would be their businesses on those worlds, where human life was emerging less than a decade ago. 

The leading Wadiom company had the concession for the free exploitation of most of the planets discovered, and therefore gave 50% of the colossal dividends to the American and Russian governments, including the energy required by both regimes. Such was the power of the multinational that it had no direct surveillance for a decade and no iron controllers, and therefore could do whatever it pleased in the cosmos. It even had its own security squadron of ex-Marines and ex-Seals special forces who were in charge of guarding interstellar ships and tugboats when the ships transported the valuable material to different planets. To where the ships and liquid compounds were later manufactured to be used as energy materials, fuels and power reactors to open dimensional portals, such as wormholes.

Formally, the Anglo-Russian alliance had granted the rights to 14 planets out of the 25 in total to Wadiom to start exploitation and to return the profits to both of them. Within two decades of obtaining the concession, the company had created small cities no more than a kilometer long with what was needed for energy extraction on at least seven of the fourteen worlds. And the rest were only monitored to prevent Chinese or Japanese space pirates from entering the territory to steal material or settle modules.
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Barely a couple of months have passed since Wadiom physicists first gathered enough energy to maintain a wormhole and transport automated robots to the hat galaxy. It was incredible, since most of the trips that had been made so far had been to the Orion constellation, where half of most of the discovered mining planets were located.
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2077 Wadiom Interstellar Company Headquarters -New York USA

––––––––
[image: image]


-I'm glad you're all here, guys," said Mr. Mcmann, president of the company, in the middle of that huge room where he could be perceived somewhat agitated, probably because of what he was going to discuss in that small last minute meeting. All those who were seated at the sides along the table that could be seen in the background, looked expectant because these meetings were rare for them since they used to always walk in the deep space from here to there transporting the valuable ore. Let's say they were the bricklayers of everything in the company.

-I'm sorry for having made you come as a matter of urgency comrades - the president had continued in a more serious tone that left in a certain way disturbed the majority that heard that, -tomorrow you will leave for the space station in the solar system uk2 in Orion, something strange is going on, - he added with a worried face, -I didn't want to tell you separately this for security reasons, because Mr. Lak Bey the owner of the company doesn't want anyone to know about it, only those who will lead the mission and the three most important Ceos of the company who are present. -After saying that, everyone except them, looked at each other's faces as if to say: "something strange, and how do you translate strange?

-What do you mean by something strange sir? -exclaimed Jeffrey, captain of the interstellar ship Babilony, a tug of thousands of tons of energetic material that was not fixed on any planet but interspersed with most of the captains of other ships. One month on planet four transporting the material to factories near earth, and another on planet five, and so on, but they usually did not go out on exploration missions beyond the safety circle where most of the mining planets were not more than five light days away from each other. The ring as it was known to the mining area where most of the discovered planets converged made a kind of ring seen from a map is why its name. 

-As you well know Uk2 is the 14th planet of the company and the most distant from each other, there is only a crew of a hundred specialized workers who exploit the most expensive mineral there is, and the small space station that monitors the planet. The last report we received from them came three days ago and ... the report sounded quite disturbing: "Mayday... come and get us they are coming," is the last thing heard on audio. Which for obvious reasons I prefer to omit it here so as not to disturb emotions. We do not know what was the reason for the alarm that caused them to send this audio from the mining control zone. And the worst thing is that the space station on the planet also lost communication days after we tried to communicate... something extremely rare
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