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      Moscow belonged to the Bratva.

      Behind the city’s glittering wealth lied a brutal empire built on loyalty, blood, and power. The men who ruled it were kings in the shadows, feared by their enemies, and obeyed by the soldiers who enforced their will.

      But power inside the Bratva was shifting.

      Old codes were breaking. New enemies were rising. And the contracts being written now would change everything.

      Enter the dangerous world of Love Like a Loaded Gun, where loyalty was tested, power was taken in blood, and love was the most dangerous weapon of all.

      The war was only beginning.
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      The man had been begging for almost ten minutes when I finally told them to stop.

      The warehouse fell silent except for the slow drip of water somewhere in the dark. A single light hung above the center of the room, casting a harsh circle over the concrete floor where the bound man knelt. Blood stained the front of his shirt, and his voice had turned hoarse from repeating the same promises.

      He swore he would fix things, that the money would come, and that his mistake would never happen again.

      I listened without expression.

      At sixty-two, I’d heard every excuse a desperate man could offer. The jagged scar that ran from my ear to the corner of my mouth twisted slightly when I spoke, a permanent reminder of the knife fight decades ago that had nearly killed me.

      “Enough,” I said quietly.

      That was the cost of doing business in my world. Debts were honored, loyalty was enforced, and betrayal had consequences.

      A single gunshot cracked through the warehouse, and his body slumped forward. I looked at the soldier who’d finished the job.

      I rose from the metal folding chair and adjusted the cuff of my coat.

      “Clean this up,” I said. “You know where to leave the body.”

      Outside, the night air of Moscow was sharp and cold. The city stretched beyond the industrial district in a glittering skyline of glass towers and golden domes, beautiful enough to fool anyone who didn’t know what lived
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