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    This book follows the birth of a city at the charged crossroads where legend hardens into history, law rises out of conflict, and one figure’s contested story becomes the scaffolding on which a people organize memory, power, and belonging, showing how names, boundaries, and rites are fashioned as much by imagination and persuasion as by arms, and how the first rough experiments in rule—setting laws, choosing allies, apportioning land, defining sacred spaces—forge a collective future from scattered households, rival claims, and untamed landscapes, while evoking the perennial tension between necessity and ambition, order and freedom, that shapes every founding.

Romulus by Jacob Abbott is a work of narrative history that brings the legendary founder of Rome into focus for a general readership. Written by an American educator and prolific author, it forms part of Abbott’s Makers of History series, published in the mid-nineteenth century. The book is set in ancient Italy, centering on the region of Latium and the earliest phases of the Roman community. Within the series’ aim to present memorable lives and turning points, this volume situates Rome’s origin story within a broader cultural and geographical frame, inviting readers to consider how the earliest structures of civic life came to be.

Abbott offers a concise and continuous account of Romulus as a figure through whom the rise of a city can be understood, guiding readers from the conditions that precede a settled polity to the first visible contours of organized authority. The narrative remains accessible and measured, favoring clarity of explanation over embellishment, yet still maintaining a sense of momentum and scene. Readers encounter a carefully paced progression of events that illuminates how communities form, how leaders negotiate allegiance, and how practical needs shape emerging customs, without presuming prior expertise and without straying into technical debates that might obscure the story’s human dimensions.

A notable feature of the book is Abbott’s attention to the boundary between myth and record. He acknowledges that ancient traditions sometimes diverge and that later historians presented differing versions of early Roman episodes. Rather than adjudicating with scholarly apparatus, he explains why variations exist and how readers might reasonably weigh them, thus modeling a habit of thoughtful inquiry. Geographic context, social arrangements, and everyday conditions are described in service of understanding decisions and institutions, not as mere background. The result is a balanced introduction to the early Roman world that treats legendary material with respectful scrutiny and steady narrative poise.

Central themes include the making of law and legitimacy, the claims of communal identity, and the delicate exchange between force and order that attends any founding. The book probes how leadership gains consent, how borders and rituals define belonging, and how memory consolidates into tradition. In doing so, it invites reflection on questions that remain timely: which stories a people choose to remember, how authority justifies itself, and why institutions endure or change. Readers can expect intellectual engagement as well as narrative interest, with an emphasis on the ethical and civic implications of early decisions that shaped the destiny of a community.

Within the Makers of History project, Romulus stands as an entry point to Rome’s broader saga, connecting personal agency with the emergence of collective structures. Abbott writes with a pedagogical clarity that suits students and general readers alike, emphasizing cause and effect, material conditions, and the interplay of character and circumstance. Without dramatizing beyond the evidence, he brings coherence to a distant past, showing how small settlements and practical arrangements evolve into durable civic forms. This approach complements other volumes in the series by grounding later Roman developments in their formative context, offering a foundation for further exploration of classical antiquity.

For contemporary readers, the book offers more than an introduction to an ancient legend; it provides a lens for considering how communities cohere and how public life begins. Educators will find its lucid organization conducive to discussion, while history enthusiasts will appreciate its synthesis of accessible storytelling and reflective analysis. Above all, it presents the premise of Rome’s beginnings in a way that honors both curiosity and caution, foregrounding questions over conclusions. Romulus by Jacob Abbott thus serves as a thoughtful, inviting guide to the earliest strata of Roman identity, engaging the imagination without losing sight of historical reasoning.





Synopsis




Table of Contents




    Jacob Abbott’s Romulus, in the Makers of History series, presents the legendary founder of Rome through a clear narrative that blends ancient tradition with cautious historical framing. The book opens by situating readers in Latium, describing the Tiber, the Alban hills, and the small communities that preceded Rome. Abbott outlines his sources from classical historians and poets, noting where accounts diverge while preserving the conventional order of events. He aims to explain how a pastoral society, embroiled in rivalries and necessity, produced the circumstances for a new city. The tone is explanatory and descriptive, prioritizing sequence, geography, and custom over speculation or modern critique.

The early chapters trace the reputed Italian aftermath of the Trojan War, focusing on Aeneas’s arrival and the establishment of Alba Longa as a precursor to Rome. Abbott recounts the succession of Alban kings and the division between the brothers Numitor and Amulius, which frames the power struggle that precedes Romulus’s birth. He emphasizes the political importance of lineage and the vulnerability of small dynasties. The narrative sketches the social setting: shepherds on the hills, raiding among neighboring settlements, and the need for communal protection. These elements provide the historical atmosphere into which the twins emerge, connecting mythic ancestry with practical realities of survival.

Abbott then introduces Rhea Silvia, a descendant of the Alban line, whose forced religious seclusion and subsequent motherhood lead to the exposure of her twin sons. The account follows the familiar episode of the infants left by the river, the she-wolf’s appearance, and their rescue by the royal herdsman Faustulus and his wife. Abbott presents variant explanations while maintaining the traditional outline, showing how symbolic episodes conveyed claims of divine favor and resilience. The twins, growing up among herdsmen, acquire the skills and alliances of the countryside. Their early leadership in settling disputes and confronting marauders foreshadows the organizational capacity later associated with Rome’s founders.

The narrative moves to the crisis that reveals the brothers’ origin. After a clash between rival bands, Remus is seized and brought before Numitor, prompting inquiries that connect the youths to the Alban royal house. Abbott narrates the recognition scene and the subsequent confrontation with Amulius, keeping attention on the sequence more than embellishment. The resolution restores legitimate authority at Alba while freeing the twins to pursue independent plans. This transition marks a shift from family politics to city-making, as the brothers look toward the Tiber’s banks and the strategic hills that could support a fortified settlement and a new center of population.

Choosing a site becomes the next issue. Abbott describes the practical advantages of the Palatine and neighboring elevations, the river crossing, and access to pasture and trade. He recounts the contest of auspices invoked to decide the primacy between the brothers, the disagreements that ensue, and the solemn rites used to lay a city’s boundary. The story emphasizes order, law, and religious sanction in marking walls and gates. Within this frame, Romulus emerges as the principal organizer, defining the name and initial form of the settlement. The text underscores how ritual, choice of terrain, and leadership together establish the foundations of the nascent community.

Population and stability become immediate concerns. Abbott explains the institution of an asylum that attracts diverse newcomers—exiles, fugitives, and wanderers—supplying labor and manpower. The shortage of families produces a dispute with neighboring peoples, culminating in a seizure that provokes prolonged conflict. The ensuing wars, conducted with alternating advantage, lead to a negotiated accommodation and the incorporation of allied groups into the city’s structure. The narrative shows how early Rome balanced force with integration, absorbing external elements to strengthen itself. This stage defines the character of the community as expansive and composite, with shared governance arrangements that reflect new partnerships.

Administrative organization follows. Abbott outlines the creation of the senate as a council of leading heads of families, the division of the people into curiae and tribes, and the early framework of military service. He notes religious institutions, festivals, and omens as instruments of cohesion, alongside practical arrangements for defense and adjudication. The account links customs to governance: the authority of the king, advisory bodies, and the expectations placed upon the citizen-soldier. Relations with neighboring towns continue through raids, treaties, and expansions of territory, situating Rome among its Latin and Sabine counterparts while emphasizing system-building more than personal drama.

Later chapters depict Romulus’s continuing campaigns and civic measures. Abbott presents victories and setbacks, the management of spoils, and the distribution of land as tools for loyalty. He also reports tensions between the monarch and leading nobles regarding prerogatives and honors. The culmination of the life narrative is his disappearance amid public ceremony, preserved in divergent traditions—some asserting divine assumption, others suggesting political violence—without an authorial verdict. Abbott frames these accounts to illustrate how early Roman memory combined theology, spectacle, and politics to explain the end of a founding reign while maintaining institutional continuity beyond the founder’s person.

Throughout, the book’s central message is the formation of a durable civic order from fragile beginnings. By tracing geography, rites, and social organization alongside legend, Abbott shows how stories about Romulus served to rationalize institutions and unify a mixed populace. The synopsis of conflicts, alliances, and ceremonies highlights the interplay of necessity and belief in Rome’s origins. The narrative concludes with a city poised for further development under successor kings, with established councils, customs, and a populace bound by shared identity. Abbott’s treatment functions as an introduction to Roman history, translating foundational myths into a coherent sequence of state-building.
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    Jacob Abbott’s Romulus is set in central Italy’s Latium during the early Iron Age, around the mid-eighth century BCE. The Tiber valley, with a ford near the Tiber Island, linked hilltop settlements on the Palatine, Capitoline, and Quirinal to trade routes between Etruria and Campania. Pastoral Latin clans and neighboring Sabines practiced mixed agriculture, cattle herding, and raiding. To the north, Etruscan city-states were emerging; to the south, Greek colonies at Pithekoussai and Cumae (c. 770–730 BCE) injected Mediterranean contacts. The climate of small, fortified villages, kin-based law, and sacral kingship frames the legendary career of Romulus, whose story crystallizes this environment of competitive central Italian chiefdoms.

The prelude is the Alban monarchy at Alba Longa, reputedly founded by Ascanius, son of Aeneas. Around this mythical backdrop, Amulius usurps his brother Numitor, forces Numitor’s daughter Rhea Silvia into the Vestal priesthood, and orders her twins exposed on the Tiber. Rescued by the shepherd Faustulus and nursed in the Lupercal by a she-wolf, Romulus and Remus mature among Latin herdsmen. Discovering their lineage, they return to Alba, slay Amulius, and restore Numitor. This tale, set traditionally in the 770s–750s BCE, supplies the dynastic and religious tensions that Abbott recounts as the genesis for Rome’s foundation and early political legitimacy.

The foundation of Rome, fixed by later Roman chronology at 21 April 753 BCE, dominates the narrative and the history it encodes. Romulus and Remus select the Palatine Hill; an augury contest over birds determines precedence. In most accounts Romulus wins, delineates the sacred boundary or pomerium, and begins fortifying a new settlement called Roma. The quarrel that follows leads to Remus’s death, a paradigmatic episode about transgressing civic limits. Romulus populates the nascent city by opening an asylum near the Capitoline for refugees, freedmen, and fugitives, a deliberate policy of demographic growth in a competitive Latian landscape. He creates a Senate of one hundred patres, divides the people into three tribes—Ramnes, Tities, and Luceres—and further into thirty curiae, establishing deliberative and military organization. Lictors bearing fasces attend the king, symbolizing coercive authority. The comitia curiata is convened to ratify laws and war, while auspices sanction decisions, merging religion with governance. Archaeology on the Palatine has uncovered oval hut remains and a fortification trench dated to the mid-eighth century BCE, and a wall line around c. 730 BCE, evidence consistent with a real process of synoecism and urbanization in this period. Abbott uses these institutional scenes to illustrate how cities emerge from pastoral bands through ritual, law, and force, and to show the durability of structures—the Senate and curiate assembly—that later Romans claimed to inherit from their first king.

A critical episode is the abduction of the Sabine women during a festival, often identified as the Consualia. The ensuing war brings the Sabine leader Titus Tatius and the Roman Tarpeia legend to the Capitoline slopes, where betrayal and counterbetrayal figure prominently. In the climactic battle in the Forum, the abducted women intercede between fathers and husbands, producing a treaty that unites the communities. Romulus shares power with Tatius, integrates Sabine clans, and consecrates Jupiter Stator, a rallying vow in crisis. The book treats this as a charter myth for incorporation, explaining how marriage, alliance, and citizenship created a dual people known as Quirites.

Romulus also wages campaigns against Latin and Etruscan neighbors that articulate early Roman expansion. He defeats King Acron of Caenina and dedicates the spolia opima to Jupiter Feretrius in a small Capitoline shrine, a precedent recorded by later annalists. Antemnae and Crustumium fall next, their defeated inhabitants transplanted to Rome to deepen the citizen pool. Subsequent conflicts with Fidenae and Veii across the Tiber secure access to fertile ager and the river corridor, probably in the 740s–730s BCE. Triumphal processions, land allotments, and garrisons appear in these traditions. Abbott presents them as state-making wars that bind conquest to cult, law, and settlement.

The book foregrounds social architecture attributed to Romulus that Romans of the Republic traced to their origins. Patronage links patres to dependent clients; the distinction between patricians and plebs begins to crystallize around access to sacra and office. The asylum policy and subsequent intermarriage produce a heterogeneous populace, managed through curiae and kin-like gentes. Religious authority—augurs, the taking of auspices, and the king as chief priest—legitimates command. Lictors, festivals, and the calendar frame civic time and discipline. Published in the United States in 1852, Abbott’s account underscores how institutions, not merely heroes, create durable citizenship and order out of frontier volatility.

Romulus’s end illustrates the political theology of Rome’s monarchy. During a review at the Palus Caprae in the Campus Martius, a sudden storm envelops the king; when it clears, he is gone. The year is given as 716 or 715 BCE. Proculus Julius then declares a vision of Romulus deified as Quirinus, commanding Romans to rule the world with justice. An interregnum follows, managed by the Senate in ten decuries, until Numa Pompilius is elected as second king. Abbott uses this sequence to explain succession, sacral kingship, and the transition from martial founding to juridical and religious consolidation.

As historical parable, the book functions as a critique of state formation by exposing the violence and exclusions undergirding civic myth. It highlights abduction as policy, conquest as citizenship, and religious sanction as a tool to stabilize coercion. Class distinctions between patres and commoners, and the absorption of outsiders through controlled marriage, reflect enduring debates about privilege, immigration, and consent. Writing amid antebellum controversies in 1852, Abbott implicitly tests republican ideals against legendary monarchy, probing when law restrains force and when it masks it. The narrative thus interrogates foundational injustices while valuing institutional checks, integration, and civic responsibility.
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In writing the series of historical narratives to which the present work pertains, it has been the object of the author to furnish to the reading community of this country an accurate and faithful account of the lives and actions of the several personages that are made successively the subjects of the volumes, following precisely the story which has come down to us from ancient times. The writer has spared no pains to gain access in all cases to the original sources of information, and has confined himself strictly to them. The reader may, therefore, feel assured in perusing any one of these works, that the interest of it is in no degree indebted to the invention of the author. No incident, however trivial, is ever added to the original account, nor are any words even, in any case, attributed to a speaker without express authority. Whatever of interest, therefore, these stories may possess, is due solely to the facts themselves which are recorded in them, and to their being brought together in a plain, simple, and connected narrative.
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Different kinds of greatness.

Some men are renowned in history on account of the extraordinary powers and capacities which they exhibited in the course of their career, or the intrinsic greatness of the deeds which they performed. Others, without having really achieved any thing in itself very great or wonderful, have become widely known to mankind by reason of the vast consequences which, in the subsequent course of events, resulted from their doings. Men of this latter class are conspicuous rather than great. From among thousands of other men equally exalted in character with themselves, they are brought out prominently to the notice of mankind only in consequence of the strong light reflected, by great events subsequently occurring, back upon the position where they happened to stand.

Founders of cities.

Rome.

Interest in respect to its origin.

The celebrity of Romulus[1] seems to be of this latter kind.[1q] He founded a city. A thousand other men have founded cities; and in doing their work have evinced perhaps as much courage, sagacity, and mental power as Romulus displayed. The city of Romulus, however, became in the end the queen and mistress of the world. It rose to so exalted a position of influence and power, and retained its ascendency so long, that now for twenty centuries every civilized nation in the western world have felt a strong interest in every thing pertaining to its history, and have been accustomed to look back with special curiosity to the circumstances of its origin. In consequence of this it has happened that though Romulus, in his actual day, performed no very great exploits, and enjoyed no pre-eminence above the thousand other half-savage chieftains of his class, whose names have been long forgotten, and very probably while he lived never dreamed of any extended fame, yet so brilliant is the illumination which the subsequent events of history have shed upon his position and his doings, that his name and the incidents of his life have been brought out very conspicuously to view, and attract very strongly the attention of mankind.



The story of Æneas.

The history of Rome is usually made to begin with the story of Æneas. In order that the reader may understand in what light that romantic tale is to be regarded, it is necessary to premise some statements in respect to the general condition of society in ancient days, and to the nature of the strange narrations, circulated in those early periods among mankind, out of which in later ages, when the art of writing came to be introduced, learned men compiled and recorded what they termed history.

The Mediterranean sea.

Italy and Greece in ancient times, and now.

The countries which formed the shores of the Mediterranean sea were as verdant and beautiful, in those ancient days, and perhaps as fruitful and as densely populated as in modern times. The same Italy and Greece were there then as now. There were the same blue and beautiful seas, the same mountains, the same picturesque and enchanting shores, the same smiling valleys, and the same serene and genial sky. The level lands were tilled industriously by a rural population corresponding in all essential points of character with the peasantry of modern times; and shepherds and herdsmen, then as now, hunted the wild beasts, and watched their flocks and herds on the declivities of the mountains. In a word, the appearance of the face of nature, and the performance of the great function of the social state, namely, the procuring of food and clothing for man by the artificial cultivation of animal and vegetable life, were substantially the same on the shores of the Mediterranean two thousand years ago as now. Even the plants and the animals themselves which the ancient inhabitants reared, have undergone no essential change. Their sheep and oxen and horses were the same as ours. So were their grapes, their apples, and their corn.

Ancient chieftains.

Their modes of life.

If, however, we leave the humbler classes and occupations of society, and turn our attention to those which represent the refinement, the cultivation, and the power, of the two respective periods, we shall find that almost all analogy fails. There was an aristocracy then as now, ruling over the widely extended communities of peaceful agriculturalists and herdsmen, but the members of it were entirely different in their character, their tastes, their ideas, and their occupations from the classes which exercise the prerogatives of government in Europe in modern times. The nobles then were military chieftains, living in camps or in walled cities, which they built for the accommodation of themselves and their followers. These chieftains were not barbarians. They were in a certain sense cultivated and refined. They gathered around them in their camps and in their courts orators, poets, statesmen, and officers of every grade, who seem to have possessed the same energy, genius, taste, and in some respects the same scientific skill, which have in all ages and in every clime characterized the upper classes of the Caucasian race. They carried all the arts which were necessary for their purposes and plans to high perfection, and in the invention of tales, ballads and poems, to be recited at their entertainments and feasts, they evinced the most admirable taste and skill;—a taste and skill which, as they resulted not from the operation and influence of artificial rules, but from the unerring instinct of genius, have never been surpassed. In fact, the poetical inventions of those early days, far from having been produced in conformity with rules, were entirely precedent to rules, in the order of time. Rules were formed from them; for they at length became established themselves in the estimation of mankind, as models, and on their authority as models, the whole theory of rhetorical and poetical beauty now mainly reposes.

Religious ideas of the ancient Greeks and Romans.

Ancient studies of nature.

Purpose of them.

The people of those days formed no idea of a spiritual world, or of a spiritual divinity. They however imagined, that heroes of former days still continued to live and to reign in certain semi-heavenly regions among the summits of their blue and beautiful mountains, and that they were invested there with attributes in some respects divine. In addition to these divinities, the fertile fancy of those ancient times filled the earth, the air, the sea, and the sky with imaginary beings, all most graceful and beautiful in their forms, and poetical in their functions,—and made them the subjects, too, of innumerable legends and tales, as graceful, poetical, and beautiful as themselves. Every grove, and fountain, and river,—every lofty summit among the mountains, and every rock and promontory along the shores of the sea,—every cave, every valley, every water-fall, had its imaginary occupant,—the genius of the spot; so that every natural object which attracted public notice at all, was the subject of some picturesque and romantic story. In a word, nature was not explored then as now, for the purpose of ascertaining and recording cold and scientific realities,—but to be admired, and embellished, and animated;—and to be peopled, everywhere, with exquisitely beautiful, though imaginary and supernatural, life and action.

History.

What the genius of imagination and romance did thus in ancient times with the scenery of nature, it did also on the field of history. Men explored that field not at all to learn sober and actual realities,[2q] but to find something that they might embellish and adorn, and animate with supernatural and marvelous life. What the sober realities might have actually been, was of no interest or moment to them whatever. There were no scholars then as now, living in the midst of libraries, and finding constant employment, and a never-ending pleasure, in researches for the simple investigation of the truth. There was in fact no retirement, no seclusion, no study. Every thing except what related to the mere daily toil of tilling the ground bore direct relation to military expeditions, spectacles and parades; and the only field for the exercise of that kind of intellectual ability which is employed in modern times in investigating and recording historic truth, was the invention and recitation of poems, dramas and tales, to amuse great military audiences in camps or public gatherings, convened to witness shows or games, or to celebrate great religious festivals. Of course under such circumstances there would be no interest felt in truth as truth. Romance and fable would be far more serviceable for such ends than reality.

Ancient poems and tales.

How far founded in fact.

Still it is obvious that such tales as were invented to amuse for the purposes we have described, would have a deeper interest for those who listened to them, if founded in some measure upon fact, and connected in respect to the scene of their occurrence, with real localities. A prince and his court sitting at their tables in the palace or the tent, at the close of a feast, would listen with greater interest to a story that purported to be an account of the deeds and the marvelous adventures of their own ancestors, than to one that was wholly and avowedly imaginary. The inventors of these tales would of course generally choose such subjects, and their narrations would generally consist therefore rather of embellishments of actual transactions, than of inventions wholly original. Their heroes were consequently real men; the principal actions ascribed to them were real actions, and the places referred to were real localities. Thus there was a semblance of truth and reality in all these tales which added greatly to the interest of them; while there were no means of ascertaining the real truth, and thus spoiling the story by making the falsehood or improbability of it evident and glaring.

Cadmus.

Interest felt in respect to the origin of writing.

We cannot well have a better illustration of these principles than is afforded by the story of Cadmus[2], an adventurer who was said to have brought the knowledge of alphabetic writing into Greece from some countries farther eastward. In modern times there is a very strong interest felt in ascertaining the exact truth on this subject. The art of writing with alphabetic characters was so great an invention, and it has exerted so vast an influence on the condition and progress of mankind since it was introduced, that a very strong interest is now felt in every thing that can be ascertained as actually fact, in respect to its origin. If it were possible now to determine under what circumstances the method of representing the elements of sound by written characters was first devised, to discover who it was that first conceived the idea, and what led him to make the attempt, what difficulties he encountered, to what purposes he first applied his invention, and to what results it led, the whole world would take a very strong interest in the revelation. The essential point, however, to be observed, is that it is the real truth in respect to the subject that the world are now interested in knowing. Were a romance writer to invent a tale in respect to the origin of writing, however ingenious and entertaining it might be in its details, it would excite in the learned world at the present day no interest whatever.

There is in fact no account at present existing in respect to the actual origin of alphabetic characters, though there is an account of the circumstances under which the art was brought into Europe from Asia, where it seems to have been originally invented. We will give the facts, first in their simple form, and then the narrative in the form in which it was related in ancient times, as embellished by the ancient story-tellers.

True story of Cadmus.

His father Agenor.

Europa.

The facts then, as now generally understood and believed, are, that there was a certain king in some country in Africa, named Agenor, who lived about 1500 years before Christ. He had a daughter named Europa, and several sons. Among his sons was one named Cadmus. Europa was a beautiful girl, and after a time a wandering adventurer from some part of the northern shores of the Mediterranean sea, came into Africa, and was so much pleased with her that he resolved if possible, to obtain her for his wife. He did not dare to make proposals openly, and he accordingly disguised himself and mingled with the servants upon Agenor's farm. In this disguise he succeeded in making acquaintance with Europa, and finally persuaded her to elope with him. The pair accordingly fled, and crossing the Mediterranean they went to Crete, an island near the northern shores of the sea, and there they lived together.

Telephassa.

The father, when he found that his daughter had deceived him and gone away, was very indignant, and sent Cadmus and his brothers in pursuit of her. The mother of Europa, whose name was Telephassa, though less indignant perhaps than the father, was overwhelmed with grief at the loss of her child, and determined to accompany her sons in the search. She accordingly took leave of her husband and of her native land, and set out with Cadmus and her other sons on the long journey in search of her lost child. Agenor charged his sons never to come home again unless they brought Europa with them.

The pursuit of Europa.

Fruitless result.

Cadmus settles in Greece.

Cadmus, with his mother and brothers, traveled slowly toward the northward, along the eastern shores of the Mediterranean sea, inquiring everywhere for the fugitive. They passed through Syria and Phenicia, into Asia Minor, and from Asia Minor into Greece. At length Telephassa, worn down, perhaps, by fatigue, disappointment, and grief, died. Cadmus and his brothers soon after became discouraged; and at last, weary with their wanderings, and prevented by their father's injunction from returning without Europa, they determined to settle in Greece. In attempting to establish themselves there, however, they became involved in various conflicts, first with wild beasts, and afterward with men, the natives of the land, who seemed to spring up, as it were, from the ground, to oppose them. They contrived, however, at length, by fomenting quarrels among their enemies, and taking sides with one party against the rest, to get a permanent footing in Greece, and Cadmus finally founded a city there, which he called Thebes[3].

Thebes.

Arts introduced by him.

In establishing the institutions and government of Thebes, and in arranging the organization of the people into a social state, Cadmus introduced among them several arts, which, in that part of the country, had been before unknown. One of these arts was the use of copper, which metal he taught his new subjects to procure from the ore obtained in mines. There were several others; but the most important of all was that he taught them sixteen letters representing elementary vocal sounds, by means of which inscriptions of words could be carved upon monuments, or upon tablets of metal or of stone.

The ancient legend of Cadmus.

It is not supposed that the idea of representing the elements of vocal sounds by characters originated with Cadmus, or that he invented the characters himself. He brought them with him undoubtedly, but whether from Egypt or Phenicia, can not now be known.

Such are the facts of the case, as now generally understood and believed. Let us now compare this simple narration with the romantic tale which the early story-tellers made from it. The legend, as they relate it, is as follows.

Jupiter.

Jupiter was a prince born and bred among the summits of Mount Ida, in Crete. His father's name was Saturn. Saturn had made an agreement that he would cause all his sons to be slain, as soon as they were born. This was to appease his brother, who was his rival, and who consented that Saturn should continue to reign only on that condition.

Jupiter's mother, however, was very unwilling that her boys should be thus cruelly put to death, and she contrived to conceal three of them, and save them. The three thus preserved were brought up among the solitudes of the mountains, watched and attended by nymphs, and nursed by a goat. After they grew up, they engaged from time to time in various wars, and met with various wonderful adventures, until at length Jupiter, the oldest of them, succeeded, by means of thunderbolts which he caused to be forged for his use, in vast subterranean caverns beneath Mount Etna and Mount Vesuvius, conquered all his enemies, and became universal king. He, however, divided his empire between himself and his brothers, giving to them respectively the command of the sea and of the subterranean regions, while he reserved the earth and the heavenly regions for himself.
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Adventures of Jupiter.

His love for Europa.

His elopement.

Jupiter and Europa in Crete.

He established his usual abode among the mountains of Northern Greece, but he often made excursions to and fro upon the earth, appearing in various disguises, and meeting with a great number of strange and marvelous adventures. In the course of these wanderings he found his way at one time into Egypt, and to the dominions of Agenor,—and there he saw Agenor's beautiful daughter, Europa. He immediately determined to make her his bride; and to secure this object he assumed the form of a very finely shaped and beautiful bull, and in this guise joined himself to Agenor's herds of cattle. Europa soon saw him there. She was much pleased with the beauty of his form, and finding him gentle and kind in disposition, she approached him, patted his glossy neck and sides, and in other similar ways gratified the prince by marks of her admiration and pleasure. She was at length induced by some secret and magical influence which the prince exerted over her, to
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