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Prologue
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Welcome to Volume Nine of Unbelievable Crimes. In this volume, I’ll cover 11 more twisted, macabre tales you’ve perhaps not heard of.

This book is filled with tales of people who commit (and try to get away with) truly heinous acts, stories so unthinkable you find yourself wondering how on earth they can be true. More than that, this book details the victims and their story, their senseless end, and highlights how, the majority of the time, these people were victims of individuals they already knew.

People they thought they were safe with, people who they ought to have been safe with.

This is a terrifying true crime statistic: over 50% of killings are carried out by someone the victim knows. Some victims perhaps know they are in danger. Abusive relationships, for example, can often foreshadow the victims’ fate. But for other cases, such as when someone is murdered by a friend or close family member, they don’t see it coming. Why would they?

This is such a terrifying thought to me. In their final moments, the victims are all too aware that the person they trusted and cared about is the one ending their life, often in a horrifically brutal way. It reminds me of a saying that goes along the lines of, “The saddest thing about betrayal is that it never comes from your enemies - it comes from those you trust.”

In this installment of Unbelievable Crimes, I’ll cover the case of a con man who duped his girlfriend into not only thinking he had the cure for cancer but also that he was immortal. As well as a fantasist, this man was an emotional manipulator who instigated the death of an innocent woman whose only “wrongdoing” was to reject him.

I also detail the shocking murder of a teenage girl who died at the hands of three teenage boys. The reason for her untimely - and horrific - death makes the case all the more despicable.

Then, I cover the lesser-known case of a spurned lover who took out terrifying revenge on his ex. Her transgression? Another man had taken a picture of her and posted it on social media.

As always, before we begin, I’d like to offer a word of caution about the cases in this book. Some of these chapters include details involving sexual assault, torture, or crimes involving children. Please bear this in mind before reading.

If you’re ready, let’s delve into Volume Nine.
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Murder on the Water
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While this case takes place in Florida, it begins in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1946. Oba Chandler Junior was born to mother Margaret and father Oba Senior. To differentiate between father and son, the younger Oba went by “Obie,” a cutesy name that didn’t reflect the child’s destructive and difficult nature. Even from a very young age, the boy was chaotic, even failing fourth grade for refusing to attend school.

Obie’s mother simply had no control over her son, who was showing signs of aggression and a complete disregard for other human beings, much less for authority.

In 1957, just before Obie turned 11, Oba Senior was found hanging in the family home. Helen Chandler, Obie’s older sister, had made her way to the basement to collect something when she was met with a sight she’d never be able to erase from her mind: her father hung from the beam.

However, relatives on Oba Senior’s side were suspicious at best. They didn’t believe their beloved family member would end his own life. They blamed his wife, Margaret, accusing her of killing him. The backlash from Oba’s family meant that Margaret would have to step back from attending her late husband’s funeral.

Had Margaret attended the funeral, she would have witnessed her son, Obie, jumping on his father’s coffin. As the family members scattered dirt on the grave, young Oba Junior jumped onto the coffin as the soil was thrown in. It was a startling sight that would set the foundations for Oba’s life of degeneracy and wickedness.

While Oba Senior’s family continued to blame Margaret for this death, Margaret pointed her finger at young Oba. She didn’t think her son directly killed her husband but rather pushed him toward ending his life with his behavioral issues and aggressive reactions to discipline. Perhaps it was grief talking, or maybe Margaret really did think her son had driven his father to end his life. Either way, there was one thing Margaret knew for a fact: Oba’s behavior would only get worse.

Before the youngster turned 18, he racked up 20 arrests for crimes like theft and dealing with counterfeit money. Oba didn’t leave his bad behavior behind when he left his teens. It only worsened. The crimes went from what some may call petty and escalated to truly troubling acts of perversion.

In one instance, he was caught touching himself inappropriately while looking into a woman’s window, a crime he was arrested for. However, this didn’t deter the young man from continuing down a wayward, depraved path, and he would resume his life of crime as soon as he was released from police custody.

From armed robbery to kidnapping, Oba Chandler’s spate of criminal activity was getting more and more severe.

Oba’s succession of crimes would lead him to Florida, where he would meet like-minded people, individuals like himself who wouldn’t think twice about stealing and cheating to get by. In one incident, Oba and a friend carried out a home robbery together, holding a couple at gunpoint while they ransacked their home.

The criminals tied the man up, but Oba had other ideas for the woman. He dragged her into the bedroom and demanded she strip. The terrified woman obliged, fearing for her life if she dared refuse. After all, her attacker was waving a gun toward her as he forced her to remove her clothing. Once she was down to just her underwear, her attacker pushed the barrel of his gun onto her bare skin, moving it back and forth as she cried. It was clear that terrifying this woman brought Oba great pleasure.

While he acted in monstrous ways, Oba was able to mask his true depravity enough to attract a number of women, often seeing multiple women at the same time. He was seen as charming by certain members of the opposite sex, something he used to his advantage over the years. While he never gave his love interests much in the way of stability or loyalty, he was rarely in a situation where he didn’t have a girlfriend. More often than not, he had multiple, and he fathered at least eight children by just about as many women.

Oba’s innate ability to woo the opposite sex began with his first girlfriend in his teens. She had two children with him, though young Oba joined the Marines shortly after their birth. Upon his return, his philandering ramped up, and these secret relationships would produce even more children.

When Oba eventually left his girlfriend, he was dating a woman from Tampa, Florida, named Barbara. Naturally, he wouldn’t remain faithful to her despite asking the woman to marry him. Before the pair could walk down the aisle, Oba had left her for a younger woman named Debra.

Debra wasn’t like Barbara - she didn’t nag, ask questions, or demand accountability from Oba. This suited him perfectly. By this point, it was the late 80s, and Oba was in his early 40s. Settling down was on the cards - almost.

Oba and Debra married and started a life together as a family. They welcomed a daughter, and Oba had set up his own company called Custom Screens, which helped them pay for a home in Dalton Avenue, Tampa. His successful business also enabled Oba to buy himself an extravagant gift: a sports boat.

The boat served as an escape from family life. Oba would take himself out and cruise the water alone, making as much distance between himself and normality as he could. Having the boat not only gave Oba freedom but also helped him indulge in his persistent need to have extramarital affairs. A “single man” with his own boat was attractive to the young, single women he’d meet at the harbor. Often, they’d agree to head out and watch the sunset with him, which is perhaps a testament to just how harmless and genuine he came across.

If only these women - the ones who got away - knew just how close to danger they were.

Fortunately, many of the women who took Oba up on his offer of a sunset drive in his boat were in groups. 

In May 1989, Oba met Canadian tourists Judy Blair and Barbara Mottram. The pair were in a convenience store at Madeira Beach, picking up some groceries, when an older man introduced himself. His name was Dave Posner - or Posno, they weren’t sure. The fact that Oba changed his name when talking to two young females shows that his intentions were depraved from the start.

He spun them lines and bragged about himself, but one aspect of his spiel was true: he told them about his business. The two young women were offered a trip on “Dave’s” boat the next day, an offer Judy accepted.

The next morning, the pair headed out and zoomed across the water on the boat, which was a fun experience for Judy. Oba - or Dave as he was known to the young woman - then asked if Judy would come back that evening for a sunset jaunt on the boat. He pressured her to bring Barbara along with her, a request Judy agreed to.

However, as night arrived, and Judy met back up with Dave as agreed, he was angry to discover she had turned up alone. Barbra had taken another raincheck on
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