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            Foreword

            By Martin Luther King III

         
         
         On April 14, 1967, less than a year before he was assassinated, my father, Martin Luther King Jr., delivered his speech “The Other America” at Stanford University. Ten days earlier, he had delivered a speech about the damage he felt the war in Vietnam was doing to our country, which had gotten a lot of attention worldwide. He believed that US involvement in the Vietnam War was draining resources that could be used to expand economic opportunities for all in America. 

         
         But he felt that it was also important to keep a strong focus on the struggle for civil and human rights in America, and so
            he was glad to accept the invitation to speak at Stanford about the tragedies of racism and social neglect in the US.
         

         
         My father was concerned about what he saw was a deepening divide in American society between those who were living in economic
            comfort and those who were living in material deprivation, which he called “a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast
            ocean of material prosperity” in the speech. Black citizens, he noted, were disproportionately represented among the ranks
            of the poor, trapped in a “triple ghetto,” characterized by racism, poverty and human misery.
         

         
         He noted that Black workers were experiencing double the unemployment rate of white workers while earning about half their average income. He spoke about the “blasted hopes and shattered dreams” of young people who were seeking to find their places in American society, where they could lead productive lives and make their contributions to a better future for our nation. 

         
         But he understood that, while Black people were overrepresented among the impoverished citizenry, most poor people were white.
            He was therefore passionately committed to building a nationwide, multiracial coalition for social and economic justice. He
            believed that such a coalition, if trained in nonviolent social change, could transform America into a more just and prosperous
            nation, in which all people could enjoy the fruits of shared prosperity.
         

         
         My father did not live a full year after delivering this speech, and he was assassinated on April 4, 1968. But I believe he would be disappointed in the lack of progress America has made in the nearly six decades that have passed since then. 

         
         Black workers still experience much higher rates of unemployment, and there are still large gaps in income and wealth between
            the races. Black citizens have experienced some positive progress toward economic and social equality, but there are reasons
            to be concerned about the direction of current trends.
         

         
         I think he would be deeply concerned, for example, about the right-wing campaign to dismantle diversity, equity and inclusion programs, which are designed to reduce inequality, not to give any demographic group an unfair advantage. When he was assassinated less than a year after this speech, he was mobilizing the Poor Peoples Campaign, a multiracial movement, which he emphatically stated must include impoverished and low-income whites. This group should certainly be included in DEI programs that provide education and employment benefits. 

         
         As an advocate of human rights, my father would also be very disturbed about the racially driven harassment and deportation
            of immigrants, with no recourse or regard for due process.
         

         
         I am equally certain that he would be organizing a nonviolent movement to protect voting rights and renew the promise of democracy
            inherent in the Voting Rights Act of 1965. He also understood the critical importance of confronting political apathy, energizing
            voter enthusiasm and doing everything he could to promote a higher level of voter turnout.
         

         
         Perhaps most important of all, he would be engaged in campaigns to reduce economic injustice for workers of all races. When my father was assassinated, he was engaged in supporting a labor union struggle for dignity and justice for sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee. He believed that union membership was a powerful antidote to economic injustice and that it was essential for economic security for workers of all races in all industries. Even today, when we talk about ending poverty and economic injustice, revitalizing the labor movement remains a central challenge we face in achieving economic security for all Americans. 

         
         When we reference the term “the Other America,” we tend to think about the America we don’t experience. If we are among the lucky ones living in a comfortable environment, “the Other America” means the part of our country in which a large percentage of people are living in economic deprivation. And it is disturbing that about 11 percent of Americans, or more than thirty-six million people, are today living below the poverty rate. A nonviolent movement to correct this discrepancy merits the support of all people of good will who want to end poverty and economic injustice. In addition to stronger labor unions, such a movement should include on its agenda a higher minimum wage and progressive taxation, so the poor pay less and the wealthy pay more. 

         
         But there is another way to think about “the Other America.” This is the brave, new America that does not exist yet, the America of our noblest dreams, a nation where people of all races experience the benefits of peace and prosperity. This is the America of my father’s “I Have a Dream” speech, in which brotherhood and sisterhood among people of different races, religions and political beliefs find room to grow and flourish. It is vitally important that we take the time to envision this America, the America that can and must be, if we are to remain faithful to the promise of equality and shared prosperity for all our citizens. 

         
         It is said that without vision, the people perish. But with this vision of unity, the people will not perish; they will thrive
            and prosper and create the beloved community of Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream.
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            Stanford University

            California

         

         
      
   
      
      
         
            Speech

         
         Members of the faculty and members of the student body of this great institution of learning; ladies and gentlemen.


         

         
         

         Now there are several things that one could talk about before such a large, concerned, and enlightened audience. There are so many problems facing our nation and our world, that one could just take off anywhere. 

         
         

         
         

         But today I would like to talk mainly about the race problems since I’ll have to rush right out and go to New York to talk about Vietnam tomorrow and I’ve been talking about it a great deal this week and weeks before that. 

         
         

         But I’d like to use a subject from which to speak this afternoon, the Other America. And I use this subject because there
            are literally two Americas.
         

         
         

         
         

         One America is beautiful for our situation.

         
         

         And, in a sense, this America is overflowing with the milk of prosperity and the honey of opportunity.

         
         

         This America is the habitat of millions of people who have food and material necessities for their bodies; and culture and
            education for their minds; and freedom and human dignity for their spirits.
         

         
         

         
         

         In this America, millions of people experience every day the opportunity of having life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in all of their dimensions. And in this America millions of young people grow up in the sunlight of opportunity. 

         
         

         But tragically and unfortunately, there is another America.

         
         

         
         

         This other America has a daily ugliness about it that constantly transforms the ebulliency of hope into the fatigue of despair.

         
         

         In this America millions of work-starved men walk the streets daily in search for jobs that do not exist.

         

         
         

         In this America millions of people find themselves living in rat-infested, vermin-filled slums.

         
         

         In this America people are poor by the millions. They find themselves perishing on a lonely island of poverty in the midst
            of a vast ocean of material prosperity.
         

         
         

         
         

         In a sense, the greatest tragedy of this other America is what it does to little children. Little children in this other America are forced to grow up with clouds of inferiority forming every day in their little mental skies. 

         
         

         
         

          As we look at this other America, we see it as an arena of blasted hopes and shattered dreams.

         
         

         
         

         Many people of various backgrounds live in this other America. Some are Mexican Americans, some are Puerto Ricans, some are
            Indians, some happen to be from other groups. Millions of them are Appalachian whites. But probably the largest group in this
            other America in proportion to its size in the population is the American Negro.
         

         
         

         
         

         The American Negro finds himself living in a triple ghetto. A ghetto of race, a ghetto of poverty, a ghetto of human misery.

         
         

         So what we are seeking to do in the civil rights movement is to deal with this problem. To deal with this problem of the two
            Americas. We are seeking to make America one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
         

         
         

         
         

         Now let me say that the struggle for civil rights and the struggle to make these two Americas one America is much more difficult today than it was five or ten years ago. For about a decade or maybe twelve years, we’ve struggled all across the South in glorious struggles to get rid of legal, overt segregation and all of the humiliation that surrounded that system of segregation. 

         
         

         
         

          In a sense this was a struggle for decency; we could not go to a lunch counter in so many instances and get a hamburger or
            a cup of coffee.
         

         
         

         
         

         We could not make use of public accommodations. Public transportation was segregated, and often we had to sit in the back and within transportation—transportation within cities—we often had to stand over empty seats because sections were reserved for whites only. 

         
         

         We did not have the right to vote in so many areas of the South.

         
         

         
         

         And the struggle was to deal with these problems. And certainly they were difficult problems, they were humiliating conditions.

         
         

         By the thousands we protested these conditions. We made it clear that it was ultimately more honorable to accept jail cell
            experiences than to accept segregation and humiliation. By the thousands students and adults decided to sit in at segregated
            lunch counters to protest conditions there.
         

         
         

         
         

         When they were sitting at those lunch counters they were in reality standing up for the best in the American dream and seeking to take the whole nation back to those great wells of democracy which were dug deep by the Founding Fathers in the formulation of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. 

         
         

         Many things were gained as a result of these years of struggle.

         
         

         
         

         In 1964 the Civil Rights Bill came into being after the Birmingham movement which did a great deal to subpoena the conscience of a large segment of the nation to appear before the judgment seat of morality on the whole question of civil rights. After the Selma movement in 1965 we were able to get a Voting Rights Bill. 

         
         

         
         

          And all of these things represented strides. But we must see that the struggle today is much more difficult. It’s more difficult today because we are struggling now for genuine equality. 

         
         

         
         

         It’s much easier to integrate a lunch counter than it is to guarantee a livable income and a good solid job. It’s much easier to guarantee the right to vote than it is to guarantee the right to live in sanitary, decent housing conditions. It is much easier to integrate a public park than it is to make genuine, quality, integrated education a reality. 

         
         

         
         

         And so today we are struggling for something which says we demand genuine equality. It’s not merely a struggle against extremist behavior toward Negroes. 

         
         

         And I’m convinced that many of the very people who supported us in the struggle in the South are not willing to go all the
            way now. I came to see this in a very difficult and painful way.
         

         
         

         
         

         In Chicago over the last year where I’ve lived and worked. Some of the people who came quickly to march with us in Selma and Birmingham weren’t active around Chicago. 

         
         

         
         

         And I came to see that so many people who supported morally and even financially what we were doing in Birmingham and Selma were really outraged against the extremist behavior of Bull Connor and Jim Clark toward Negroes, rather than believing in genuine equality for Negroes. And I think this is what we’ve gotta see now, and this is what makes the struggle much more difficult. 

         
         

         
         

          So as a result of all of this, we see many problems existing today that are growing more difficult.

         
         

         It’s something that is often overlooked, but Negroes generally live in worse slums today than 20 or 25 years ago. In the North
            schools are more segregated today than they were in 1954 when the Supreme Court’s decision on desegregation was rendered.
         

         
         

         
         

         Economically the Negro is worse off today than he was 15 and 20 years ago. And so the unemployment rate among Whites at one time was about the same as the unemployment rate among Negroes. 

         
         

         
         

         But today the unemployment rate among Negroes is twice that of Whites. And the average income of the Negro is today 50% less than Whites. 

         
         

         As we look at these problems we see them growing and developing every day. We see the fact that the Negro economically is
            facing a depression in his everyday life that
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