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Fruit That Will Last

Living a Life of Eternal Impact
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Dedication
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To every believer who has ever wondered if their life matters—

May you know you were chosen, appointed, and empowered to bear fruit that will last.

To the Vine—Jesus Christ—

Without You, I am nothing.

With You, I have everything.
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Introduction: The Call to Fruitfulness

What does it mean to live a life that matters—not just for today, but for eternity?

In a world chasing fame, speed, and survival, Jesus invites us into something far deeper: abiding.

He calls us not to be busy, but fruitful. Not just good, but lasting.


›  “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.”


(John 15:16, NIV)
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That’s not just a suggestion.

It’s a commission—a holy appointment.

This book is your companion on that journey. Not a roadmap, but a trail of testimony, teaching, and truth, guiding you to walk closely with Jesus and bear fruit that echoes into eternity.

You’ll find stories, scriptures, reflection points, and practical steps. But more than that, you’ll find an invitation—to let God shape you into a life that matters forever.

Whether you’re new to faith, or a seasoned servant of God, there’s more fruit ahead. And the Vine is waiting.
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Chapter 1: Rooted in the Vine
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I remember the first time I really understood what it meant to be rooted. It wasn’t in a moment of clarity or a well-structured sermon. It was, oddly enough, in a garden. My neighbor, an elderly woman named Mary, invited me over one afternoon to see her garden. It wasn’t the kind of place where you’d find perfectly manicured rows of flowers, nor was it designed with the strict rules of horticulture in mind. No, this was a garden born out of love and patience, where flowers, vegetables, and fruits seemed to grow wherever the seeds found the soil.

We sat together on a weathered bench, and Mary spoke of her plants as though they were family.

“You see,” she said, “a garden isn't just about planting and waiting for fruit. It’s about the roots. If the roots are deep, then the plant will grow strong. And if the roots are healthy, the fruit will come.”

I didn’t fully understand then, but I knew it was profound. The more I reflected on it, the more I realized that the same principle applied to my spiritual life. If I was to bear fruit that would last, I needed to be rooted in the right soil—the soil of God’s love, truth, and presence. Without that, everything else would be shallow, fragile, and ultimately unfruitful.

This idea of being rooted is central to what Jesus taught about abiding in Him. In John 15:1–8, He gives us the picture of Himself as the true vine, and we as the branches. The vine supplies the life-giving nutrients to the branches, and the branches bear the fruit. This is the essence of our walk with Christ—it is not about what we do, but about what He does in us and through us. If we remain connected to Him, we will naturally bear fruit that is eternal.

> “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”

(John 15:1-4, NIV)
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The Power of Abiding

The first thing Jesus tells us is that He is the “true vine.” This is important. There are many things in life that we can attach ourselves to, hoping they will bear fruit for us—career, relationships, wealth, success. But these are all temporary. They may provide comfort for a time, but they cannot sustain us in the way that Christ can. He is the true vine, the one who offers eternal life, peace, and joy that does not fade.

But the key to bearing fruit is abiding—remaining—connected to the vine. This is not a passive thing. To abide means to dwell, to live continuously in communion with Christ. It’s a deliberate choice, an ongoing relationship. The moment we disconnect from Christ, we begin to wither. Our fruitfulness diminishes.

Think of a tree. When the branch is attached to the trunk, it can produce fruit effortlessly, drawing the nutrients and water it needs. But if the branch is cut off and laid aside, it will die. The same is true for us spiritually. We can’t do anything of lasting value apart from Christ. Our abilities, our talents, and our efforts might make a difference for a short time, but without Christ as our foundation, our work will not stand the test of eternity.

> “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

(John 15:5, NIV)
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Pruning for Greater Fruitfulness

Another important lesson from John 15 is that God, the Gardener, prunes the branches that bear fruit. Pruning is not punishment; it’s preparation. Just as a gardener trims the dead or overgrown parts of a plant to allow for healthier growth, God sometimes allows certain areas of our lives to be pruned.

Pruning can feel uncomfortable. It may come in the form of a loss, a change, a challenge, or a season of refinement. But the purpose is always to make us more fruitful. Sometimes we think we are bearing good fruit, but God sees the potential for even greater fruit in us. So, He prunes—He refines our character, He removes what is unnecessary, and He redirects us toward deeper reliance on Him.

If we resist the pruning process, we might be able to produce some fruit, but it won’t be as abundant or as deep as it could be. However, when we embrace the pruning, we allow God to shape us into the people He wants us to be, people whose lives bear fruit for His kingdom that will last for eternity.

Remaining in His Love

In John 15:9–10, Jesus calls us to remain in His love:

> “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.”

To abide in Christ means to remain in His love—unconditionally and unwaveringly. This love is the foundation of everything we do. We bear fruit not to earn His favor, but because we are already loved by Him. And because we are loved, we can love others.

The fruit we bear is not just for our own benefit, but for the benefit of those around us. When we are rooted in Christ’s love, we cannot help but share that love with others. We become vessels of His grace, kindness, and truth, impacting the lives of those we encounter.
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Reflection Questions:

1. Are you truly rooted in Christ, or have you been distracted by other things that promise to give you life but leave you empty?
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2. How are you allowing God to prune your life? Are there areas you need to surrender for His refinement?
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3. What does it look like to remain in Christ’s love daily? How can you cultivate a deeper relationship with Him?
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Chapter Two: The Gardener’s Touch
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If you've ever had the privilege of walking through a vineyard or garden, you know that the plants, though beautiful, are not left to grow on their own. They require care—attention, pruning, and a touch of discipline from the gardener. A garden left untended can quickly become overgrown, the branches sprawling out of control, competing for sunlight and space. Similarly, our lives, if left unchecked, can grow aimlessly. They can become cluttered with distractions, unhealthy patterns, and unfruitful pursuits.

But the Gardener—the One who is sovereign and all-knowing—does not leave us to our own devices. He steps into our lives, and through His loving care, He prunes us. The process of pruning can be painful and disorienting, but it is always for our growth and for the glory of God.

> “He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.”

(John 15:2, NIV)
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The Necessity of Pruning

At first glance, pruning seems counterintuitive. Why cut away parts of a plant that seem healthy? Why remove branches that are still producing some fruit? This is where the wisdom of the Gardener surpasses human understanding. While a branch may still be bearing fruit, the Gardener knows that in order to grow even more fruitful, certain areas need to be trimmed away.

In our spiritual lives, pruning comes in many forms. It might involve letting go of past hurts, abandoning sinful habits, or
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