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A month later I was sitting on the front porch enjoying the morning sunshine. I noticed a woman walking up the driveway. Lieutenant General Amanda of the Overlord Fleet was wearing civilian clothes and smiled as she sat down beside me. Betty Lou brought us Pepsi and donuts and then sat down to listen.

“Are you still having fun fighting the alien bugs?” I asked.

She laughed and said, “Joshua Miller, I never had fun fighting the alien bugs, but now I don’t have to. The Overlords and the Alien Bugs reached an agreement to stop the war. They divided the galaxy up between them. I was discharged since the army didn’t need as many officers in peacetime.”

I smiled and said, “Am I discharged too?”

She took a sip of her drink and said, “Yes, you are off the payroll too. The peace treaty was the good news. The bad news was that your Earth is in the area that is controlled by the alien bugs. I would suggest that you move to a planet controlled by the Overlords.”

I took a bite of doughnut and chewed thoughtfully. “That sounds like a boring proposition. Since I am a civilian again, I can pursue my hobby of killing alien bugs.”

Amanda thought for a moment and said, “I still work for the Overlord Government as an intelligence officer. I can offer you a position as a spy for us. You can forward any information on the alien bugs that you can find. We still need to know what is going on behind our backs since we don’t trust the alien bugs.”

“Am I still allowed to kill alien bugs?”

She laughed and said, “You can kill as many as you want. Since you will be on your own, you can do what you want. Just keep us informed so we know what is happening.”

She paused to gather her thoughts and continued, “Your code name will be Spy Gate and you will earn the same pay as you have been earning as a General. I will pay you for your back pay and give you five years advance pay. You will also receive money to pay for your expenses.”

It sounded good to me so we beamed up to our starships. Amanda beamed over millions of gold coins that were stamped with the Overlord icon. She gave me a special device that I could use to contact her. Then she left in her starship. It went into warp and disappeared.

A few months later I was sitting on the front porch drinking a Pepsi and talking to Betty Lou. I was surprised to see my college student wives Sally, Shelly, and Susana pull up in their cars and park. It was mid-morning so I wondered why they were home from class so early.

Sally climbed out and went over to talk to me. “The College turned us out early since alien starships have been spotted in our solar system. It is all over the TV so I guess you know all about it.”

I smiled and said, “No, I haven’t watched any news this morning. News gets me depressed so I try to stay away from it.”

An older SUV pulled up and a young woman got out and joined Shelly and Susana who were walking toward the porch.

“This is Maria Rodriguez who we go to college with. Her folks live on a ranch that is miles off the highway on a dirt road. She told us that we could stay with her family since it would be safer out there. The aliens may attack Tucson and we will not be safe being this close to that City.”

I looked Maria over and saw she was about medium height, had coal black hair, brown eyes, and was slim. She smiled at me to show that she was friendly.

“How far away are the Starships?”

“Our college said that the starships would get here within a week,” Maria said. “The aliens are likely to destroy our cities and make the rest of us slaves. We can avoid that by hiding out on my family ranch.”

The women sat down in rocking chairs and my android woman Betty Lou gave them bottles of Pepsi to drink.

“You may not have considered something. People will start abandoning the cities so your ranch could get overwhelmed. I suggest that you stay here since we aren’t real close to Tucson. We can close the steel gates to deny access to anyone. We can also arm our android cowgirls to provide protection to us. You would be safer to stay here. Maria you are welcome to stay here too since we have plenty of room. Now I am going inside and turn the TV news on and find out what is happening.”

We went into the family room and sat in front of a 50 inch TV screen. NBC came on the air with lots of news. The newswoman looked worried and concerned since she had never dealt with this type of news before.

“A dozen alien starships have been spotted at the edge of our solar system. We are assuming they are hostile, but we are not sure. The President is following the situation and will give us news on this developing story as it happens. He wants everyone to go work or school and continued their normal routines. The aliens may turn out to be peaceful.”
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“I wonder if we will have to go to class,” Maria asked. “I guess I will stay here rather than returning to my apartment in Cactus Springs until we find out what is happening.”

Sally’s cell phone rang so she answered it and listened for a moment. “That was the college and we have to go back to class in the morning. I guess the emergency is over for now.”

Maria laughed and said, “I am glad we didn’t drive all the way to my family ranch. I think I will go back to my apartment in Cactus Springs instead of staying here.”

The next morning the women left for college classes. I sat on the front porch and watched the grass grow. Betty Lou came out and said that an announcement was due from the alien starships. I followed her to the family room and sat in a sofa chair.

A man and woman TV team was covering the event. “We have been notified that the commander of the alien fleet will talk to us in five minutes,” the man said.

“Are the alien starships friendly or hostile?” asked the woman.

He shrugged his shoulders as if to say that he had no idea.

A signal is coming in now,” the woman reporter said.

A human woman appeared on the screen. She was probably in her 30s, had blond hair, and wore a green uniform. She looked ahead for a moment to get everyone’s attention.

“I am Captain Naomi Anderson of the Alien Bug Command Starship. I will give you a quick briefing before Alien Bug Queen Storm addresses the Earth.”

She glanced at her notes and continued, “Under a recent treaty between the Overlord Command and the Alien Bug Command, the Treaty divided the galaxy between the two parties. This planet resides in the Alien Bug region therefore we are claiming this planet.”

Naomi glanced at her notes again and continued, “There are 195 countries on the Earth today. We don’t plan to interfere with your political systems or appoint administrators to run these countries. We also will not destroy your cities or disturb your communication satellites. However, we will not tolerate wars between your countries. You will have one month to remove your troops from other countries and move them back to your home country. War on this planet is not productive and will get in the way of the efforts of the alien bugs.”

Naomi glanced at her notes thoughtfully and said, “The alien bugs require a warmer temperature than humans so some transforming will be necessary to warm the planet up. This will raise the ocean level and cause some people to have to relocate. If all the ice covering Antarctica, Greenland, and in mountain glaciers around the world were to melt, sea level would rise about 230 feet. The ocean would cover a lot of the coastal cities. This is not really a problem since people could move to higher ground. Plus
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