







  Wise Guides

  Make the Odds Be With You

  Mazen Barbir

  Austin Macauley Publishers

  2025-12-15


Wise Guides
	About the Author
	Dedication
	Copyright Information ©
	Preface
	Chapter 1: Setting the Foundation	Compare Today’s You to Yesterday’s You
	The Mirror Test
	What Should You Learn to Increase Your Chances for Success?
	“Want to be rich? Get into Finance
	Don’t Follow Your Passion - Follow Your Edge
	Work-Life Balance: Not a One-Size-Fits-All Formula
	Are You Playing Offense or Defense?
	Assessing Performances Without Bias
	Would You Buy from You?
	Worry is the Root of All Evil
	You Don’t Want to Start a Business
	Don’t Judge Old Decisions Based on New Information


	Chapter 2: Strategies for Strength	Learning Strategies
	Negotiation Strategies
	Productivity Strategies
	Rightsize Your Sense of Worry


	Chapter 3: Don’t Be the Sucker	Analyze Depth, Not Surface
	Use Your Five Senses to Find Your Sixth
	Stability Ain’t Always Stable
	First Comes the Soundbite, Then Comes the Bite
	How to NOT Get Rich Quick
	Questions and Skepticism Are Your Best Friends
	Split-Recommend-Split
	Look Around - There Are Scams Everywhere


	Chapter 4: Optimize Employment	Your Visa & Passport Matter
	Get a CFA to Get a Banking Job
	So, You Want to Work in a Hedge Fund?
	“I Want to Be a Trader”
	Can I Get into Trading at a Later Stage in My Life?
	Sending CVs, But No Replies?
	Be Prepared for Your Online Interviews
	What They Are Not Telling You
	The Best Candidates Rarely Get the Job; the Best Applicants Do
	The Most Important 1%
	Content Is Still King
	A+ In Ethics
	Internships Are Long Interviews
	No Job? Should I Get An MBA?
	If You Are an Employee, Think Like an Entreployee


	Chapter 5: Leverage Your Career	Welcome to the Family
	A Mindset Adjustment for Better Performance
	Would You Rather Get a Promotion or Extra Pay?
	Approach Different People Differently
	Today Is a Result of the Past – Don’t Discount the Old Ways
	Should I Resign for a New Job Offer?
	The Problem with Diversity and Inclusion
	Will You Befriend Accounting?
	A Reality Check
	What 20 Years of Employment Have Taught Me
	FI = (FE)*m
	Treat Careers Like Ice Cream Flavors
	Is Remote Work What’s Cracked Up to Be?
	How to Assess a Job Offer
	You’re Not Busy
	Personality Traits and Your Place in the Workplace
	Think Your Job Is Safe?
	Remote Selling Is Now a Thing
	Who Knows Your Value?
	Think Like a Career Trader


	Chapter 6: Leadership Hacks	Who Is a Leader?
	Change Your Current On-Look to Yield a Better Outlook
	Never Being “Bad” Is a Better Strategy Than Sometimes Being “Good”
	Don’t Delay Tough Decisions
	How Do You Value Your Work?
	Commitments Don’t Always Align with Goals
	Sometimes, Change Can Kill You


	Chapter 7: The Financials Investing, Trading, Q&A	Manage Your Expenses First
	Next, Beat Recession/Inflation
	Assess Your Annual Returns
	Know Your Risk Profile
	What is Trading?
	Trading Returns Expectations
	The Trading Q&As
	The Hard Truth
	What is Investing?
	The True Value of Money


	Conclusion





About the Author


I was born and raised in Lebanon, where I quickly learned that success in work, life, and money demands resilience and adaptability. Those early lessons shaped the arc of my global career.


In 1998, I moved to Canada and earned a Bachelor’s in Accounting (2001) and an MBA in Finance (2007) from the University of Ottawa. For seven years, I navigated the Canadian job market on a limited work visa, eventually building and selling a small financial brokerage firm servicing small businesses and the immigrant community.


In 2008, I relocated to Dubai, starting as a junior currency trader at an international bank. Over the years, I rose through the ranks to become a Managing Director, leading FX trading across the region and heading the bank’s Financial Markets business in the UAE.


Beyond banking and entrepreneurship, I’ve served on boards, invested in businesses, advised clients, and appeared in media outlets including Reuters, Bloomberg, CNN, MBC, and Al Arabiya. I’ve taught Investments and Derivatives at the university level, and conducted academic research at Durham University, where I earned a Master’s in Organizational Research.


With over two decades of experience, wins, losses, pivots, and comebacks, I now strive to help others make smarter decisions in work, life, and money.





Dedication

You don’t truly appreciate the highs without stumbling through a few lows.


I dedicate this first attempt at publishing to those who added real value to my life: family, close friends, sharp mentors, colleagues and solid managers.


I hope I’ve done the same for them.
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Preface

I have spent four hundred and twenty-two thousand dollars researching this book. This investment wasn’t just financial; it was a journey of hard-earned lessons, failures, and triumphs.

The idea came to me after surviving, navigating, and winning civil, cultural, and corporate wars, respectively. These experiences shaped my perspective and gave me a unique understanding of what it takes to succeed in a competitive world.

This book doesn’t promise any “get rich quick” tricks. Instead, I will be sharing practical advice and expert knowledge regarding employment, career progression, finances, and what pitfalls to avoid. My goal is to equip you with tools that increase your chances of employment, promotion, and success, whether you’re pursuing entrepreneurship or mastering money management.

The guide also aims to reduce your odds of falling for scams, bait-and-switch schemes, poor investments, avoidable errors, biases, and blind spots. Most importantly, it will challenge you to examine and hopefully reassess some of your deeply held beliefs and perspectives.


So, how did I spend $422,000 researching?


Here’s the breakdown:


$67,000 lost during the Dot-com bubble burst of 2000-2001


$100,000 in bad loans (personal and small business)


$60,000 lost on Lehman Brothers during the Global Financial Crisis of 2007-2008


$100,000 failed investment in a private event management company


$25,000 on a failed innovative coffee shop


$70,000 lost in a crypto hedge fund


But it wasn’t all losses, I’ve had my share of wins too.


Here’s just one teaser:


$425,000 made during the GameStop mania of January 2021, on an initial investment of $25,000.


This book is a culmination of my successes, failures, and everything in between. It’s a roadmap to help you navigate the complexities of career, finance, and life.


Now, let’s begin.





Chapter 1 
Setting the Foundation

Right after I had graduated from high school in Saida, Lebanon, in 1998, I left for Ottawa, Canada, to pursue a degree in accounting, with the aim of becoming a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).

As my undergraduate degree drew to a close in 2001, I spent weekends driving to Montreal to take the Becker CPA preparatory course, preparing to sit for the April 2002 official CPA test in Delaware, USA. I also frequently drove to Toronto to complete a US Taxation course, a requirement for the CPA exam. Juggling three cities and campuses, especially during the harsh Canadian winters, was exhausting, but my goal was clear.

I knew the demands and kept a buffer for any unexpected requirements. By staying ahead of schedule, I aced all four modules of the preparatory CPA exam.

I was 100% ready to take the test in Delaware, fueled by the ambition of a young immigrant determined to succeed in the West.

I prepared my US visa application file, woke up early, and went to the US Embassy in Ottawa to secure it.


Application: Check

CPA Invitation: Check

Visa Fee: Check

Document Checklist: Complete


I submitted the file at the visa counter and waited for my name to be called by the immigration officer.

“Mazen Barbir, window 6,” they called, about an hour later.

Here we go…

“Good day, sir. What is the purpose of your visit?” asked the immigration officer.

“I am going to Delaware to sit for the CPA exam, which I have been preparing for since 1998. All the documents are in the file,” I replied.

“It says here that you were born in Saida. That’s in the south of Lebanon, correct?” the officer went on asking.

“Yes, ma’am,” I replied proudly.

Then came the question that changed everything:


“What do you think of the events of September 11?”


My heart stopped. My blood ran cold. In a millisecond, I cycled through shock, anger, devastation, and fury all without uttering a word.

“It is an extreme tragedy that will unfortunately increase racism and ruin relations between the East and West,” I replied.

My visa was denied on grounds of national security. My world was shaken.

I was 21. Alone in a foreign continent, carrying my ambition and that of my family supporting me from afar.

For the three months that followed, mindset was the only variable between me drowning in sorrow, getting depressed, giving up, returning to Lebanon, or channeling the anger into strength and positive energy towards building a successful career in the years to come.

This chapter offers lessons on managing your mindset, which can be your biggest liability or your most powerful asset.


Compare Today’s You to Yesterday’s You

Life is unfair, and it will always be. That’s just the way it is.

We all have a bad habit: comparison. We love comparing ourselves to others, but often discard our past when doing so. Most people compare their present selves to others’, which leaves them feeling either superior or inferior, depending on where they stand.

This is a terrible practice because we all have different timelines. If you must compare, consider the past, present, and future. Emphasize the past more than any other period.


	A Personal Story



I remember queuing outside the Canadian Embassy in Beirut at 5 a.m. in 1998. The hurdles to getting my student visa were immense. For many nationalities, including the Lebanese, a visa represents a chance at a decent life.

You can guess what happened when my student visa got approved: a mega celebration with family and friends back home in Saida (you may know it as Sidon).

But the hurdles didn’t stop there.


	2. The Unequal Journey



So, I’ve learned that the distance between A and B is unequal for everyone.

For some, it may be a natural, instinctive step forward. For others, it’s a strenuous journey filled with obstacles.

As a small percentage of the world tackles minimal inequality, the majority continue to live within dysfunctional or selfish national, cultural, political, and economic systems with varying degrees of both convenient and unfathomable hurdles for each individual to progress.

So, next time you’re about to assess yourself and where you stand, just PAUSE.

Pause and reflect.

Go back five, ten, and twenty years if you have to, to try to remember and replay the hurdles along the way.

Then, return to the present and compare.

That is the only way to make a sound judgment on where you stand, so you can figure out how long a lever you need to move the world.

Your present might be someone else’s past or future. Therefore, by comparing baselessly, you end up cheating and hurting yourself.

Wise Guide 1: Comparing yourself with someone who ranks lower than you could fuel your ego when you actually need the opposite. Similarly, a comparison with someone who ranks higher than you can make you depreciate how far you’ve come.

Like Jordan Peterson said, “Compare yourself to who you were yesterday, not to who someone else is today.”




The Mirror Test

Funnily enough, and for no specific reason, I registered for a course in Existential Philosophy in 2020.

The prep work involved spending five minutes every day, for three consecutive days, staring at myself in the mirror. I was then required to jot down all thoughts that crossed my mind.


	What I Discovered



I found myself replaying my life in black and white, revisiting its highs and lows, the forgotten moments and inflection points. I recalled promises I made to myself at those junctions.

I realized that between our jobs, family, responsibilities, phones, and everything in between, we often forget the “I” in LIFE.


	2. The Power of Reflection



Those few minutes unlocked many opaque topics and put some complex decisions in a much simpler framework.

What I initially thought was a silly exercise turned out to be profoundly insightful. It helped me compare my today to my yesterday and even inspired me to start writing this guide.

Try it. You might find it of value.




What Should You Learn to Increase Your Chances for Success?

In 1990, they said Accounting.

In 1995, they said Computers.

In 2000, they said Mandarin.

In 2010, they said Coding.

In 2020, they said AI.


By the time you learn it, the opportunity will have passed.

However, one set of skills remains central and is a common denominator among most successful people: communication, debating, negotiation, and decision-making. Whether you’re an accountant, banker, tech entrepreneur, or AI stakeholder, these skills will increase your chances of success and help you avoid minefields.


But why are these skills so timeless?


	Communication ensures your ideas are heard and understood, whether you’re pitching a startup, leading a team, or negotiating a deal.


	Debating sharpens your ability to think critically, defend your position, and adapt to new perspectives.


	Negotiation empowers you to create win-win outcomes, whether in business, relationships, or everyday interactions.


	Decision-making allows you to cut through noise, weigh risks, and act with confidence even in uncertain situations.




I guarantee these skills will set you miles apart from your competition.

Tools like ChatGPT can lay the foundation, but if you can’t communicate, debate, negotiate, and decide, they’re meaningless in both your career and personal progression.

Think of it this way: AI and automation can handle tasks, but they can’t replicate the human ability to connect, persuade, and lead. Your edge lies in mastering these timeless skills.




“Want to be rich? Get into Finance


Ha! Think again.”


In early 2024, I tweeted on X about job openings in hedge funds and Investment Banking, where annual compensation is estimated at $1.5Mio-$2.5Mio. My DMs blew up with people asking which degree, master’s, or certification was required to land such roles.

Let me break it down for you.

An undergrad degree, a master’s, or a certification, be it in Finance, MBA, CFA, or any other for that matter, is just like a Driving License. It only tells the world you know the basics.

Whether you end up depreciating the car, working it as an Uber driver, or making it all the way to be a rich F1 driver is 90% up to you. The odds of success in finance are similar.

It is rarely about the degree.

I guarantee you: find a rich finance person, doctor, engineer, or anyone else, and if they had started in another field, they’d likely have been successful there, too.


What Does It Take to Succeed?


From observation, here’s what it takes:


	A top-tier university (brand matters).


	If you can’t attend a top school, have an astounding reason for “Why not?”


	Tangible and quantifiable ambition that outshines other candidates. I stress TANGIBLE & QUANTIFIABLE.




The Reality of the Grind


	While you are out, they are studying and researching.


	While you are on a gap year, they are solving exams and acing interviews.


	While you are trading meme coins, they are learning programming and machine learning.


	While you are choosing easy electives, they are tackling the toughest courses.


	While you are complaining about bosses with other interns, they are creating value.


	While you are doing the job, they are stretching the boundaries.




The bottom line? Learning is the first step, and the higher you want to go, the
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