
​Beyond the Healing

​Living the Life God Gives After the Pain

A journey from surviving to serving, from wounded to sent.

​"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God."

— 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (NKJV)
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This book is dedicated to everyone who has discovered that healing is not the end of the journey—it is the beginning of a new one.

To those who have walked through pain, loss, illness, disappointment, or uncertainty, yet chose to keep trusting God one step at a time, may these pages remind you that your story is not over.

I also dedicate this book to those who stood beside me during my own journey—my family, my friends, my church family, and the countless people who prayed, encouraged, and believed in me when the road was difficult.

Most of all, this book is dedicated to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Every word, every lesson, and every hope found within these pages is possible only because of His unfailing love, sustaining grace, and faithful presence.

To God be the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Acknowledgments

[image: ]


No book is written alone. While my name appears on the cover, this book is the result of God's faithfulness expressed through the love, encouragement, and prayers of many people.

First and foremost, I give my deepest thanks and praise to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through every season of uncertainty, every medical challenge, every difficult diagnosis, and every moment when I questioned what lay ahead, He remained faithful. His presence sustained me, His Word strengthened me, and His grace proved sufficient day after day. Without Him, there would be no story to tell and no hope to share.

To my family, thank you for your patience, love, encouragement, and countless prayers. You have walked beside me through every high and low, celebrating victories and carrying burdens together. Your unwavering support has been one of God's greatest gifts in my life.

To my church family at Moxahala Methodist Church, thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving alongside you. Your prayers, encouragement, and faithfulness have continually reminded me that we are never meant to walk life's journey alone. I am grateful for the opportunity to grow together as we seek to know Christ more deeply and make Him known.

To the readers of Scars Beyond the Surface and Healing Beyond the Scars, thank you for inviting me into your lives. Your emails, letters, messages, and personal stories have encouraged me more than you know. Many of you have shared your own journeys through grief, illness, trauma, and restoration. Your courage has strengthened my faith and reminded me that God is still writing stories of hope every day.

I am also grateful for every healthcare professional, counselor, therapist, pastor, friend, and caregiver who faithfully serves those walking through difficult seasons. Your compassion often reflects the heart of Christ in ways that words cannot express.

Finally, thank you to everyone who has prayed for this ministry, shared these books with others, recommended them to friends, or simply offered a word of encouragement. Every act of kindness has helped extend this message of hope far beyond what I could have imagined.

My prayer is that Beyond the Healing will encourage countless people to discover that God's work does not end when the pain begins to fade. He continues to write beautiful stories of purpose, hope, and transformation. May every page point you to the One who makes all things new.

To God alone be all the glory.
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Contents

[image: ]


Title Page ........................................................................ i

Copyright ....................................................................... ii

Dedication ..................................................................... iii

Acknowledgments ....................................................... iv

Introduction
The Journey Isn't Over .................................................... 1
Chapter One
Beyond the Healing ......................................................... 7
Chapter Two
When God Gives You Back Your Life ............................. 21
Chapter Three
Living with New Purpose ............................................... 37
Chapter Four
Your Story Still Matters ................................................. 53
Chapter Five
Serving from Your Scars ................................................ 69
Chapter Six
Faith That Keeps Moving Forward .................................. 85
Chapter Seven
When the Next Trial Comes ............................................ 99
Chapter Eight
The Ministry Beyond the Miracle .................................. 113
Chapter Nine
Leaving a Legacy of Hope ............................................ 127
Chapter Ten
The Best Is Still Ahead ................................................ 141
Conclusion
Living Beyond the Healing ........................................... 155
Reflection Questions ................................................... 163

About the Author ......................................................... 169



​

​

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Part One



[image: ]


​Looking Back Without Living There

​Remembering God's Faithfulness Without Remaining Bound to Yesterday

​Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, ((Philippians 3:13, NKJV)
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​When God Turns Your Healing into Your Calling

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose."

— Romans 8:28 (NKJV)

There are seasons in life when our greatest prayer is simply, "Lord, please heal me." We long for the day when the pain subsides, the test results improve, the relationship is restored, or the burden we've carried for so long is finally lifted. We imagine healing as the finish line—the place where the struggle ends and life returns to normal.

Yet what if healing is not the end of God's work?

What if it is the beginning?

As I have reflected on my own journey through a traumatic brain injury, skin cancer, surgeries, uncertainty, and countless prayers, I have come to realize that God was doing far more than restoring my health. He was preparing my heart. He was teaching me to trust Him more deeply, to love others more compassionately, and to live with a greater sense of purpose than I had ever known before.

This chapter is an invitation to look beyond the miracle of healing and discover the greater work God longs to accomplish in every life He touches. Because beyond the healing lies something even more beautiful—a calling, a purpose, and a life that brings glory to the One who faithfully carried us through.
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​Healing Isn't the Finish Line

For much of my journey, I believed that healing had one ultimate goal. It was the heartfelt cry of my soul: "Lord, please heal me!" I prayed that He would restore my health, remove my pain, and allow life to return to what it had once been. In my mind, healing meant getting back to normal—to the life I enjoyed before the accident, before the diagnoses, before the surgeries, and before the uncertainty.

I was under the misconception that once God answered my prayers, everything would simply fall back into place. I thought the chapter of suffering would close and life would continue where it had left off.

But God had something far greater in mind.

As healing slowly came, I discovered that God wasn't trying to return me to my old life. He was preparing me for a new one. The greatest miracle was not merely that my body was recovering. The greater miracle was that my heart was changing. My priorities were changing. My perspective was changing. I was beginning to see that the trials I wanted God to remove had become the very tools He was using to shape me into the person He was calling me to become.

That was the moment I realized healing is not the finish line. It is often the starting line. God heals us not only so we can live again, but so we can live differently. He restores us so we can love more deeply, trust Him more completely, and serve others more faithfully than we ever imagined possible.

Looking back now, I understand that God was answering a much greater prayer than the one I had been praying. I was asking Him to give me my life back. He was preparing to give my life a deeper purpose.

Perhaps that is what He is doing for you as well.

​God Was Doing More Than Healing Me 

One of the greatest discoveries I have made is that every follower of Christ has a calling. Sometimes that calling is recognized early in life. Other times it emerges only after we have walked through seasons of pain, loss, and uncertainty. While the world often views a calling as a career, an accomplishment, or a personal dream, God sees it very differently. A calling is His invitation to join Him in His work. It is not about making a name for ourselves but about making His name known.

For many people, a crisis feels like an interruption to God's plan. We wonder why our lives have been placed on hold and whether we will ever accomplish what we once believed God had for us. Yet Scripture repeatedly reminds us that God is never surprised by our suffering. He weaves even our darkest seasons into His greater purpose. The valley is not where His plan ends; it is often where His calling becomes clearer.

Many people believe that healing marks the end of God's work in their lives. In reality, it often marks the beginning of something entirely new. Healing is not God's final destination for His children. It is preparation for the life He desires us to live and the people He desires us to become. The God who heals is also the God who sends, equips, transforms, and uses ordinary people for extraordinary purposes.

When I look back over my own journey, I can see that God was doing far more than restoring my health. He was reshaping my heart. He was teaching me compassion for people whose pain I had never fully understood. He was replacing self-reliance with dependence on Him and showing me that the greatest influence I could have would not come from my strengths but from His faithfulness displayed through my weaknesses.

Perhaps that is why God allows some of our deepest wounds. Not because He delights in our suffering, but because He knows that broken hearts often become the most compassionate hearts. People who have experienced God's comfort are uniquely able to comfort others. Those who have walked through the valley can guide someone else through theirs. Our scars become reminders not only of where we have been but also of how faithful God has been every step of the way.

Your calling may not place you behind a pulpit, on a mission field, or in front of a crowd. It may be found in a hospital room, around your kitchen table, at your workplace, or in a quiet conversation with someone who is losing hope. Wherever God has placed you, He has also given you an opportunity to reflect His grace.

The question is no longer simply, "Lord, why did You bring me through this?" The greater question is, "Lord, who are You preparing me to become because I walked through it?"

When we begin asking that question, we discover that beyond every crisis lies not only healing, but a calling.

A Calling Beyond the Crisis

The question that kept coming to my mind was, "God, what are You doing?" It seemed as though You were doing far more than simply healing me. Yes, my body was recovering, but something much deeper was taking place. My heart was changing. My priorities were changing. My understanding of You was changing.

It appeared as if You were preparing me—but for what?

At first, I couldn't answer that question. I only knew that I could no longer see my trials as meaningless interruptions. Each doctor's appointment, every setback, every prayer, and every unexpected turn in the journey seemed to be accomplishing something that reached far beyond physical healing. It was as though You were gently shaping my character, deepening my faith, and teaching me to depend on You in ways I never had before.

Then I began to understand. God wasn't simply restoring what had been broken; He was preparing me for what lay ahead. He was teaching me that healing was never meant to be the destination. It was the doorway. Beyond the healing was a life of greater trust, deeper compassion, and renewed purpose.

Perhaps God is doing the same in your life. Perhaps the question isn't simply, "When will this season end?" Perhaps the greater question is, "Lord, what are You preparing me for?" When we begin asking that question, we open our hearts to discover that God often uses our greatest trials to prepare us for our greatest ministry.

​God Never Wastes Our Pain

One truth slowly became unmistakably clear: God never wastes our pain. For years I believed the purpose of suffering was simply to endure it until it was over. My goal was to survive the trial, recover, and leave it behind as quickly as possible. But as my journey unfolded, God began showing me that even the most difficult seasons of life are never meaningless when they are surrendered to Him.

Pain has a way of pushing us to our limits. There are moments when it becomes almost unbearable—physically, emotionally, and spiritually. You reach a breaking point and find yourself crying out, "Lord, when is enough, enough?" Every new setback feels heavier than the last. Every unanswered prayer seems to deepen the silence. You wonder how much more your heart can endure before it simply gives out.

Those questions are not signs of weak faith. They are the honest cries of weary hearts. Throughout Scripture, faithful men and women wrestled with the same emotions. David poured out his anguish in the Psalms. Job questioned suffering he could not understand. The apostle Paul pleaded with God to remove his "thorn in the flesh." Even Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, poured out His heart to the Father. God was not offended by their honesty, and He is not offended by ours.

It was in those moments of weakness that another truth began to emerge. While I was asking God to remove my pain, He was faithfully meeting me in the middle of it. His presence did not always change my circumstances immediately, but it changed me. He gave strength when I had none, peace when fear threatened to overwhelm me, and hope when I couldn't see what lay ahead. Slowly I began to understand that His greatest work was taking place within me.

Then a question began to settle into my heart: What if God was doing more than healing me? What if He was preparing me?

That question changed everything.

I began to see that the suffering I wanted God to remove had become part of the process He was using to shape my life. God was developing a deeper faith, a greater compassion for hurting people, and a dependence on Him that I had never known before. He wasn't simply restoring what had been broken. He was preparing me for the life He had planned all along.

That doesn't mean God delights in our pain. Scripture never teaches that. Our Heavenly Father grieves with us in our sorrow, walks beside us through every dark valley, and promises never to leave us nor forsake us. Yet because He is sovereign, He is able to redeem even the circumstances we would never have chosen and weave them into His greater purpose.

The apostle Paul writes that God "comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God" (2 Corinthians 1:3–4, NKJV). Those words gave new meaning to my own journey. I realized that the comfort God was pouring into my life was never meant to end with me. It was meant to flow through me into the lives of others who would one day walk similar paths.

That realization changed how I viewed my scars. They were no longer reminders of everything I had lost. They became reminders of God's faithfulness. The wounds I once wished had never existed became opportunities to speak hope into someone else's darkness. I discovered that people are often encouraged less by our successes than by our testimony. They are looking for someone who can honestly say, "I've been there, and God was faithful."

Perhaps that is why God allows some of our deepest valleys. Not because He enjoys our suffering, but because He knows that people who have experienced His comfort are uniquely equipped to offer that same comfort to others. Our pain, surrendered into His hands, becomes a ministry of hope.

We may never understand every reason God allows suffering this side of heaven. But we can trust the character of the One who walks with us through it. Every prayer, every setback, every disappointment, and every tear placed into His hands can become part of a testimony that points others to Jesus Christ.

God never wastes surrendered pain. He transforms it into compassion. He shapes it into Christ-like character. He redeems it for His glory. Then, in His perfect timing, He uses it to bring hope to someone who desperately needs to know they are not walking through their valley alone.

​From Healing to Purpose

There comes a moment in every journey when we realize that our story is no longer just about us. The healing we prayed for was never intended to end with our own restoration. God desires to use every lesson learned, every tear shed, and every evidence of His faithfulness to touch the lives of others.

Purpose begins when we stop asking, "How can I get my old life back?" and begin asking, "Lord, how do You want to use the life You have given me?" That simple shift changes everything. Instead of longing to return to who we once were, we become willing to embrace who God is shaping us to become.

For me, that purpose became clearer with each passing day. I found myself listening more carefully to hurting people because I understood what it felt like to carry fear and uncertainty. I became more aware of opportunities to encourage others because I had experienced the encouragement of God's presence during my own darkest moments. My testimony was no longer something I wanted to hide; it had become something God could use to bring hope to someone else.

Living beyond the healing does not always require a









	Looking back, how has God used a difficult season to change your heart?

	How has your healing prepared you to encourage or serve someone else?

	What is one area where you sense God inviting you to move beyond simply recovering and  begin living with renewed purpose?
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