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PREFACE

There are stories that whisper instead of shout — tales that unfold not in grand declarations, but in subtle shifts, fleeting echoes, and the quiet insistence of something forgotten yet familiar.  "The Midnight Passage"  ("Le Passage de Minuit") is one such story.

Set in a world both familiar and uncanny, this book follows Jules — an ordinary boy whose life takes an extraordinary turn when silence begins to speak, and time no longer flows in a single direction. What begins as a simple question evolves into a layered journey through memory, presence, and the unseen threads that connect us all.

This graded reader is intended for learners of  English  at the  B2–C1 level . While the vocabulary and structures have been carefully selected to challenge and expand your comprehension, the prose maintains an emotional accessibility designed to resonate beyond language.

Rather than rely on direct translation or mechanical exercises, this story invites you to  absorb English through immersion  — through imagery, rhythm, and repetition that mirrors the way we acquire our first language: naturally, slowly, deeply.

You won’t find word lists or footnotes here. Instead, you’ll find pauses. Spaces to reflect. Symbolism to revisit. Patterns that reward your attention.

"The Midnight Passage"  is not a puzzle to be solved. It is a path to be followed — or perhaps remembered.

So take a breath.

Turn the page.

And listen closely.

The passage never truly closes.

















Chapter 1: The Whistling

The town was silent. It was midnight.

Jules stood by his bedroom window. For several nights now, he had been hearing something strange. A whistling sound, faint but clear, coming from the direction of the old train station.

The station had been abandoned for years. Trains no longer ran there. The tracks were rusted, the windows broken, and tall weeds surrounded the building. And yet, the whistling returned, always at the same hour.

Jules hadn’t spoken of it to anyone. His parents wouldn't have believed him. His friends would have laughed. But he knew what he had heard.

That night, he decided to go.

He pulled on his coat, grabbed his flashlight, and went silently down the stairs. The house was sleeping. He gently opened the front door and stepped out into the cool night.

The streets were empty. The streetlights cast a pale glow on the sidewalks. Jules walked quickly, his heart pounding. He knew the way. The old station was only ten minutes away.

When he arrived in front of the building, he stopped. It was even darker than he remembered. The roof had partially collapsed. The old departure boards hung askew, worn by time. An old clock, frozen at 00:00, dominated the facade.

And then he heard it.

The same whistling. Louder this time. Closer.

Jules felt a shiver run down his spine. He turned on his flashlight and stepped cautiously onto the tracks. The gravel crunched beneath his feet.

"There's nothing here," he murmured to reassure himself.

But the moment he set foot on the first plank of the platform, a gust of air rushed past him at high speed, as if a train had just sped by… an invisible one.

He stood frozen, his mouth open.

The wind died down. Everything was silent again.

He stepped slowly off the platform, his legs trembling. Then he noticed something.

On the ground, next to the tracks, lay a gleaming object. He knelt and picked it up. It was a pocket watch, old and made of silver. It wasn't working. But on the back, there was an engraved inscription:

"The passage is only open at midnight."

Jules stood there, the watch in his hand, his heart pounding harder than ever.

Someone or something wanted him to come here. But why? And what was this passage the watch spoke of?

He went home without a word. He slipped the watch under his pillow and lay down without closing his eyes.

The next morning at school, he didn't hear a thing. His mind had remained at the station.

And he knew one thing: he was going back.















Chapter 2: The Black Notebook

The next evening, Jules waited patiently for the house to fall asleep.

His parents were watching television; his sister was listening to music in her room. He had to be patient. At 11:45 PM, he put on his clothes, took the pocket watch and his flashlight, then left the house without a sound.

The sky was overcast. No stars that night. Just a light wind that made the leaves in the trees shiver. Jules walked quickly, his heart calmer than the night before. He knew what he was doing. He wanted to understand.

When he arrived at the station, everything was just as abandoned as before. But this time, he didn't stop at the entrance. He walked directly toward the tracks, the watch clutched in his hand.

He waited. The minutes passed slowly. Then, at midnight sharp, a new whistle tore through the silence. Identical to the night before, but accompanied this time by a dull sound, like a distant rumble.

Jules looked up. The watch in his hand was vibrating slightly. The hands spun at a frantic speed, then stopped dead. 00:00.

Then… a click.

A door, hidden beneath the old platform, had just opened.

He stood frozen for a moment, then cautiously climbed down. Behind the door, a staircase descended into the darkness. He turned on his flashlight and moved forward, one step at a time.

The walls were damp, covered in moss. A smell of earth and metal hung in the air. The staircase led to a small, subterranean room. There, in the center, resting on a stone pedestal, was a black notebook.

Jules approached slowly. The notebook was old, its cover damaged. He opened it carefully.

Inside were handwritten pages. A fine, steady script. But this was no ordinary journal. What he read spoke of a special train. A train that appeared only at midnight, and only for those who "carried the gleam of the passage."

"The gleam of the passage?" he murmured.

He turned the pages. Each entry seemed to recount a different adventure. Lost travelers. Passengers who had never returned. Forgotten cities. Clocks without hands.

Then, one page caught his attention. It contained a drawing: the pocket watch. Identical to his. Beneath it, an underlined sentence:

"He who possesses the watch opens the way."

Jules slowly closed the notebook. Someone had known. Someone before him had experienced the same thing.

But who? And where were they now?

A sudden sound made him jump. A clicking, behind him. He spun around quickly, his flashlight trembling. The door through which he had entered was now closed.

He ran to it, tried to open it. It was no use.

He was trapped.

But before panic could take hold, a blue light lit up in a corner of the room. Another door… one he hadn't seen.

Jules approached slowly. The light seemed to vibrate, like an invitation. He reached out his hand… and the door opened on its own.

On the other side, a corridor. And at its end, a platform… faintly lit… with a motionless train.

A train that hadn't been there minutes before.

With his heart hammering, Jules moved forward. The train had opaque windows, strange symbols engraved on its cars. Only one door was open.

He stopped just in front of it.

Should he get on?

A voice in his head whispered yes. That this was his destiny. But another screamed at him to flee, to turn back.








Chapter 3: The Train Without a Destination































































Chapter 4: The Backward Clock



























































Chapter 5: The Mirror Station
































































Chapter 6: Where It All Began












































Chapter 7: The Corridors of Silence































Chapter 8: The Room Between Worlds



















































Chapter 9: The Signs in the Light
























































Chapter 10: The Echo of the Passage



























































Chapter 11: What Others Don't See













































Chapter 12: Those Who Still Know How to Dream









































































Chapter 13: The Notebook with Blank Pages
















































Chapter 14: The Whisper of the Lines









































































Chapter 15: Echoes of the Future






















































Chapter 16: The Invisible Circle









































































Chapter 17: The Silent Frequency





















































Chapter 18: The Council of the Watchers














































































Chapter 19: The Nameless Return














































































Chapter 20: The Circle Completed

























































Epilogue: The Silent Trace
































































