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The author of this book has gone through the learning process of learning a foreign language, thus, through the years of experience he formulated this small handbook for your new language discoveries. He understands that learning a foreign language is not an easy task, but with perseverance and discipline, he reckons any person can really learn and speak a foreign language. 

The book is a series of language learning lessons. Each lesson consists of the following: explanation of the lesson, transcript of dialogues, Indonesian translation in English, key phrase, simple sentences, and detailed explanation of important grammar concepts.  The author highlights simple phrases at the beginning of every lesson, for students to memorize prior reading the dialogues. It is critical that students memorize new words that have functions like using the phrase in speaking.  Words which have no meaning may be rejected by the brain and difficult to recall. Thus, the author recommends that the student understands the words, memorizes it and use the phrase in daily speaking. 

The dialogues will be more beneficial for the new foreign language learner with consistent practice, being creative in your learning approach is a key to success, we recommend that you record your own voice on the mobile phone or any recording device for you to listen to and getting your ears accustomed to the Indonesian language accent.  Not to mention answering some questions from students with simple clarification. 

You will learn Indonesian expression, current events, and capable to express question and replies when speaking with Indonesian people on the streets.  and more. The system will get you speaking Indonesian in your first lesson. Help you memorize simple phrase, recall words and most importantly speaking with fluent Indonesian even though you have not mastered the Indonesian alphabets reading and writing. 

Disclaimer: This book is not intended to teach you Indonesian alphabets and writing system. If you want to learn Indonesian writing system, then this book is not for you. 

The author suggests that the potential learner who will succeed in learning the new foreign language depends entirely on his discipline and commitment to learn.  

Here are some facts to achieve your potential:


□  You need to allocate time to revise new lessons.

□  A phone to save audio and listen when you travel.

□  A small pocket notebook to write down new words.

□  Practice writing and spelling Indonesian words.

□  Aspiration to learn Indonesian.

□  Books as reference

□  Engaged with the Indonesian language by Speaking Indonesian daily and reading more reference books.

□  Believed that you can achieve the foreign language feat, because others in foreign continents and across the globe in Asia speak Indonesian. 
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Send our book links If you find this book beneficial to you and may help other foreign language learners to enhance their language skills. 
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From the desk of the Author

Mohd Mursalin Sa’ad

Damascus, Syria.

How to use this Book?

This book is written in series and has 15 topics, every topic is designed with simple phrases to help you memorize and understand better. You need to master the first lesson, with that said able to use the phrase, and from that onwards more phrases will be introduced to You in stages. 

This book, “Learn Indonesian for Lower Beginner level 1” is for total beginner to help students launch their Indonesian speaking skills without boundaries or has prior knowledge of the Indonesian letters and writing system. Don’t start your Indonesian lessons by learning letters and writing system, because learning letters will hinder your studies. Keep learning the speaking lessons, and do not be discouraged if you have not mastered some of the lessons, because our mind takes time to absorb and master it. Words that have meanings and are used daily will have better potential to recall. 

Create a journal for you to write words in Indonesian. Observe the Indonesian words and try to recall the phrase in English. 

We also added some questions and tips for you to understand the expressions and usage of the Indonesian grammar rules. 

At the end of every topic, we insert a list of phrases for you to recall the essential phrase. If your e-book has audio capability, you may hear the phrase in Indonesian, listen and understand the phrase. Repeat it again to ensure that you know every phrase. If you don’t understand some phrases, no worries, repeat reading the topic on more time. 

Cheers to your success!

Author: Mohd Mursalin Sa’ad
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Lesson 1: Common Greetings 
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Indonesian greetings are an essential part of daily communication and social etiquette. Here are the most common greetings based on the time of day:
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Essential Phrase

	
	Indonesian

	English


	
	
	

	1

	Halo

	“Hello “


	2

	Selamat pagi

	“Good morning.”


	3

	Selamat siang

	“Good afternoon”


	4

	Selamat sore

	“Good evening”


	5

	Selamat malam

	“Good night”


	6

	sampai berjumpa lagi

	“See you soon”


	7

	Selamat tinggal

	“Goodbye”
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Setting: At the campus. In this dialogue, Sara says hello to Bob.
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Listen to this dialogue

Sara: (Halo) 

Bob: (Selamat pagi) 

In the evening after school

Bob: (Selamat sore) 

Sara: (Halo, Bob! Apa kabar) 

Bob: (Saya baik-baik saja, terima kasih. Dan Anda?) 

Sara: (Saya juga baik-baik saja, terima kasih) 

Bob: (Bagaimana harimu?) 

Sara: (Hariku menyenangkan, terima kasih. Dan bagaimana denganmu?) 

Bob: (Hari saya juga menyenangkan, terima kasih sudah bertanya) 

Sara: (Baiklah, aku harus pergi sekarang. Selamat tinggal, Bob) 

Bob: (Selamat tinggal, Sara! Terima kasih atas percakapannya!) 

Sara: (Sama-sama! Sampai jumpa lagi) 

Bob: (Sampai jumpa lagi) 
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Translation

Sara: (Halo) – “Hello.”

Bob: (Selamat pagi) – “Good morning.”

In the evening after school

Bob: (Selamat sore.) – “Good evening.”

Sara: (Halo, Bob! Apa kabar) – “Hello, Bob! How are you?”

Bob: (Saya baik-baik saja, terima kasih. Dan Anda?) – “I'm good, thank you. And you?”

Sara: Saya juga baik-baik saja, terima kasih. – “I'm also good, thank you.”

Bob: (Bagaimana harimu?) – “How's your day?”

Sara: (Hariku menyenangkan, terima kasih. Dan bagaimana denganmu?) – “My day is good, thank you. And yours?”

Bob: (Hari saya juga menyenangkan, terima kasih sudah bertanya) – “My day is also good, thank you for asking.”

Sara: (Baiklah, aku harus pergi sekarang. Selamat tinggal, Bob) – “Well, I have to go now. Goodbye, Bob.”

Bob: (Selamat tinggal, Sara! Terima kasih atas percakapannya!) – “Goodbye, Sara! Thank you for the conversation!’

Sara: (Sama-sama! Sampai jumpa lagi) – “You're welcome! See you later.”

Bob: (Sampai jumpa lagi.) – “See you later.”
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Recall: The Indonesian phrase and understand the English translation

	1

	Halo。


	
	Hello


	
	

	2

	Selamat pagi


	
	Good morning.


	
	

	3

	Selamat sore


	
	Good evening.


	
	

	4

	Selamat malam


	
	Good night
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Lesson 2: Expressing Gratitude 
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The expression below is appropriate on many occasions. 
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Essential Phrase:

	
	Indonesian

	English


	
	
	

	1

	Ini dia

	“Here is “


	2

	Kopi anda

	“Your coffee.”


	3

	Teh anda

	“Your Tea.”


	4

	Terima kasih

	“Thank you”


	5

	Terima kasih kembali

	“You're welcome”


	6

	Gula

	“Sugar”


	7

	Krimer

	“Creamer”


	8

	Bagaimana saya bisa membantu Anda?”

	“How can I help you?”


	9

	secangkir kopi

	“a coffee”


	10

	omelet

	“an omelette”


	11

	Saya ingin kopi dan omelet.

	“I would like a coffee and an omelette”


	12

	Tolong

	“please”


	13

	Sebentar

	“a moment”



Take note:

You get a hot cup of coffee at the café (kafe/ warung)
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Dialogue Between barista and customer saying, “thank you”.

Setting: At a local café. In this dialogue, Sara expresses her gratitude to the barista for serving her coffee.

[image: A person and person holding hands together

Description automatically generated]

Listen to this dialogue

Barista: (Selamat pagi! Ada yang bisa saya bantu?) 

Lucas: (Selamat pagi. Saya ingin memesan kopi dan omelet). 

Barista: (Mohon tunggu sebentar.) 

Barista: (Ini kopimu) 

Sara: (Terima kasih) 

Barista: (Terima kasih kembali). 

(Ini gula) 

(Ini krimer) 

––––––––
[image: ]


Translation

Barista: {Selamat pagi! Ada yang bisa saya bantu?) – “Good morning! How can I help you?”

Lucas: (Selamat pagi. Saya ingin memesan kopi dan omelet). – “Good morning. I would like a coffee and an omelet, please.”

Barista: (Mohon tunggu sebentar.) – “Just a moment, please.”

Barista: (Ini kopimu) – “Here is Your coffee”

Sara: (Terima kasih) – “Thank You”

Barista: (Terima kasih kembali). – “You’re welcome.”

(Ini gula) – “This is sugar”

(Ini krimer) – “This is creamer”
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Is it necessary to clasp both hands when greeting Indonesian people on the streets?

While it’s not strictly necessary to clasp both hands when greeting Indonesian people on the streets. This is a common and respectful gesture in Indonesia culture. However, waving your hands to say hello, is accepted. 

In everyday encounters with strangers or acquaintances on the street, a simple nod of the head or smile is often sufficient as a sign of politeness and acknowledgment.

Never use sign language gesture or pointing your fingers at others, it is a sign of argument or confrontation. Remember to be respectful and considerate in your interactions.

Generally, Indonesians are nice and courteous people. 
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Practice this phrase (I want) “Saya ingin”

place a noun after the phrase “ingin”

Kopi (coffee), omelet (omelette), teh (tea), susu (milk)
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Recall: The Indonesian phrase and understand the English translation

	1

	Ini kopi mu


	
	Here is your coffee


	
	

	2

	Terima kasih


	
	Thank you


	
	

	3

	Terima kasih kembali


	
	You’re welcome


	
	

	4

	Ini gula


	
	This is sugar


	
	

	5

	Ini krimer


	
	This is creamer
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