
        
            
                
            
        



    
        
          When Will the Suffering End? A Biblical Perspective on Suffering

        

        
        
          Suzanne Stucky

        

        
          Published by Suzanne Stucky, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      WHEN WILL THE SUFFERING END? A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON SUFFERING

    

    
      First edition. June 11, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Suzanne Stucky.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8235343757

    

    
    
      Written by Suzanne Stucky.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
  	
			Dedication

			
		
    First and foremost, God is the one who put this book on my heart. Without the leading of the Holy Spirit and the sacrifice of Jesus, none of this would be possible. It may sound cliché, but it's true. Second, the love and support of my husband, Eric, and daughter, Taylor, have been invaluable. Both have listened to my cries and helped me up (literally and figuratively) when I felt like I could not carry on—in life and in the writing of this book. Eric, my soulmate and love of my life, thank you for putting me through graduate school to earn my Master of Arts in Biblical Studies. You have walked this journey with me, and you have never stopped believing in me. Taylor, I am so blessed to be your mom. Thank you for showing me what it means to bloom where I am planted. To my son-in-law Josh, your computer knowledge and helping hand have saved me more than once. And to my grandson, Landon, may you always keep Jesus close to your heart. I am grateful to my parents, Haig and Shaké, my sister, Kathy, and all the family and friends who have put up with my limitations and supported me in spite of my bad days—those who let me cry, and those who gave me a dose of reality.
I especially want to thank those without whom this book would not be possible. First, my professor, who became my mentor and now my friend, Russ Meek, your kindness, listening ear, leading, and advice have been an incredible encouragement. Your own books have been such an inspiration to me, and I am beyond grateful for your editing expertise in the creation of this book.
 
Taylor Lee, I could not have put this book together without your tireless efforts. Your revisions have made this a better book. I appreciate you more than words can ever express.
I also want to acknowledge Matt Aernie, although he is no longer with us, for the motivational and supportive role he played in getting this project started.
Finally, to all of you who read this book, I am thankful for the opportunity to share my message of suffering and faith. I pray that it will be an encouragement to you. For those who suffer, please know that you are not alone.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."—2 Corinthians 12:9

      

    


	PRAISE FOR When Will the Suffering End ?

A Biblical Perspective on Suffering

“Why do Christians suffer? It is a question asked for centuries. I just lost a good friend to cancer. He died way too early. Why God, why? I have known Suzanne for over 25 years as her friend and former pastor. It is my honor to recommend her thoughts and writings on the topic of suffering. Needless to say, she has done her lifework and homework on the topic. Buckle in and be ready to be challenged.” 
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Introduction

Why me, Lord? When is this suffering going to end? Life is so hard! I do not want to suffer anymore. (Insert crying emoji here.) No one chooses to suffer. Many people can endure for a little while knowing that things will eventually get better, but what happens when we know that the suffering will not end? It will only get worse here on earth; but one day, God will remove all pain and suffering (Rom 8:18; Rev 21:4). That is a guarantee. Remembering this promise helps us to endure. 

That being said, how do we reconcile our suffering with our faith in God? Why does He allow suffering? Do I believe that God can take away our pain? Yes, I do, but only if it is His will. Since He is able, it is difficult to understand why He would choose not to. Throughout this book, we will look at occasions where God allows suffering. As we choose to worship God in the midst of our challenges, we can know that He is using our circumstances to further His kingdom and to prepare us for eternity, even if we don’t understand why. Whatever the reason for our trials, God is at work. 

This is not meant to be a trite “God’s got this” book. Suffering is real and dealing with it is hard. It has taken me decades to understand the place of trials in my time on earth. As you read this book, you will likely discover more about me and my ongoing health challenges than you ever wanted to know, but what I hope you will come to understand is that throughout all my suffering, I have never lost my faith in God, and you can keep yours too. I pray that you will find the encouragement to trust God and remain faithful.  

One of the things I have learned is that life on earth is not about me. It is about God—His plan, His purpose, His timing, and His will. When I can remember that, my suffering feels purposeful. If God took away my suffering, which I would love, I would not have this testimony to share with you. How much stronger is my testimony that I do not need to be healed to have faith in Jesus? Maybe that is the purpose for my afflictions. Maybe suffering is part of what makes me useful to God (Eph 21:10). 

My goal is to encourage you to believe and have faith in God in spite of the challenges of life. Our time on earth is short when compared to eternity, so we only need to endure for a little while. To quote my friend Russ, “Life’s brevity can act as a comfort to those who experience intense suffering in this world. For, while their current situation is dire, they know that it will not last forever.”1 Our suffering will end when Jesus returns or calls us home. Trials remind us that this is not our home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


How To Use This Book

After introducing my story, each subsequent chapter of this book covers a different Bible passage. I have found strength in these snippets of Scripture, and I hope you will too. After I share a bit about the meaning and significance of each passage, you will find commentary that gives the background —“Setting the Scene”—of the particular book of the Bible, the overall meaning of the passage, and a discussion of the individual verses. These are followed by theological reflections, ways the passage points to Jesus, and ways to apply these Scriptures to your daily life. Last comes a section called “The Details” which you can choose to read if you want to dig into more specific information regarding the literary and historical context of these passages. Are you ready? Here we go!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


Chapter 1

WHY WRITE ABOUT FAITH AND SUFFERING?

My Story

 

Everybody suffers, and for each of us that suffering looks different. For me, suffering takes on a very physical form. I have had multiple progressive diseases for over forty years which started in my early twenties. I was diagnosed first with a progressive peripheral neuropathy called Charcot-Marie-Tooth (CMT) Disease (although it has nothing to do with teeth). The peripheral nerves are the ones outside the brain and spinal cord. In CMT, these peripheral nerves do not function normally causing a wide range of symptoms (See Appendix A for details), most notably loss of muscle, loss of some feeling in my hands and feet, severe loss of balance, walking difficulties, and loss of any control over my ankles, so my feet just flop. My toes curl under, so I cannot grip to hold shoes on my feet. As a result, I trip over my toes, fall and injure myself quite a bit. Since I can’t lift my ankles, my body has learned how to walk differently by lifting my legs high from the hips, causing back and hip issues from the abnormal gait. 

Throughout this book, I reference how I used to be able to dance in heels. Dancing is one of the things I miss the most. Fun fact: I’m Armenian, and Armenians love to dance. It’s in our DNA. Leading traditional line dances brought me so much joy in my younger years, so losing that sense of freedom and connection to my friends, family, and culture has been hard for me. Over the years, I have come to accept CMT as part of my life, though I still cry and get frustrated. After all, I am human. Unfortunately, the nature of progressive diseases is that they keep getting worse. Such is the case with mine. It is now quite visible as I wear leg braces to help stabilize my ankles, I have a service dog to help me balance, and my hands are starting to look deformed from the loss of muscle.

About fifteen years ago, when more issues began to arise, I was diagnosed with Autonomic Dysfunction, also called Dysautonomia (Appendix D). The autonomic system controls involuntary bodily functions such as heart rate, blood pressure, digestion, and sweating. My symptoms include dizziness and lightheadedness, irregular heartbeat, low blood pressure, bladder issues, insufficient sweating which causes severe heat intolerance, and an internal itch so horrible that episodes last for months at a time, resulting in bleeding from scratching so hard, even in my sleep. 

Next came the diagnosis of Sjogren’s Disease (Appendix B). Test results and odd symptoms did not lead to a diagnosis for years. A visit to the Mayo Clinic finally confirmed Sjogren’s. This is a chronic autoimmune disorder that primarily affects the moisture-producing glands, leading to dryness in various parts of the body. As a result, I have eight different issues with my eyes, abnormally dry skin, and ulcers in my mouth with literally every organ in my body at risk.

Most recently came the diagnosis of Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome (EDS) which is a group of connective tissue disorders (Appendix C). Connective tissue is what holds tissues, cells, and organs together, giving the body its shape. Blood, bone, cartilage, tendons, and ligaments are all connective tissue. My symptoms include joint hypermobility, scoliosis, skin that bruises very easily, joint pain, slight mitral valve prolapse, and an aortic aneurysm. Joint hypermobility causes dislocations, sprains, and pain with my worst symptom being that my ribs slip out of place which can make breathing difficult and can be excruciatingly painful. Additionally, My venous insufficiency leaves my leg veins weak, so instead of pumping blood back to my heart effectively, blood pools in my ankles.

Outside of the main progressive diseases above, I have more minor issues like Hashimoto’s hypothyroidism, rosacea, dermatographia (skin writing), arthritis, severe osteopenia (which is not good for someone who falls), and a bunch of other less severe ailments. I am not telling you this so that you’ll feel sorry for me. You may not even define my experience as true suffering. I am not trying to discount anyone else’s suffering. I am sharing my story to convey to you that, for me, I understand what it means to suffer. For the most part, I have learned to live with my diagnoses, although I grieve each new loss as things progress. What I want to communicate is that my suffering serves a purpose in God’s plan, and I have faith even in the worst of my suffering. 

Suffering comes in many forms, not just physical health problems. You may relate to my specific form of suffering, or you may not, and that is okay. All these passages can be applied to your specific hardship. Let’s dig into Scripture as I explain more.

 






Chapter 2

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SUFFERING?

Job 42:2–6

“I know that you can do all things; 

no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans 

without knowledge?’

Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.

“You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 

I will question you, and you shall answer me.’

My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have 

seen you.

Therefore I despise myself and repent 

in dust and ashes.” (NIV)

 

A classic suffering passage seems like a good place to start this book. Many think of Job when they think of unjust suffering. He experienced one problem on top of another. Have you ever heard someone say, “I feel like Job”? I can relate. Every time I go to a doctor, I get a new diagnosis or hear that one of my many diseases is getting worse. Seriously? Again? And it just keeps getting worse. I definitely feel like Job with one disease stacking on top of the next! When will it end? But when it comes to the ways of God, who am I to question Him? What do I know? In my finite mind, suffering is for the wicked. I mean, I am a fairly good person in the scheme of humanity (in my own humble assessment!), so why am I suffering? Meanwhile, I’m watching bad people (according to my definition) thrive. Is God mean? What did I do to deserve so many health struggles? 

For me, suffering affects just about every part of my body. My health declines in spite of how hard I fight to hold onto the strength I have. No fair! While most people work out and keep getting stronger, I spend hours each day exercising and doing physical therapy, but I get worse anyway. I miss out on things because of my lack of physical abilities, not to mention the  emotional aspects of declining health (more on that in Chapter 5). I share this with you to make the point that when I question God on why I suffer with these health issues, I am speaking about things I know nothing about. I know that God can handle my moaning, crying, and frustration—in fact, He welcomes them—but ultimately I must trust His authority. But how? It’s not as if I can calm myself down knowing that my pain is temporary. There is no end in sight, no control over my circumstances, and no one who can make it better for me. I can stay stuck there, but it is nothing more than frustrating and discouraging. God gives and God can take away. People say that life is not fair, but have you ever thought that other people compare themselves to you? Is it fair that you and I have what we have? Is it fair that some other “good” person has it worse than we do? And what about Jesus? Is it fair that He suffered for our sins? If life was fair, we would be the ones on that cross, not Jesus. (Imagine, God watched His only begotten Son suffer beyond all comprehension when He died on the cross to reconcile us to God. As a parent, that would be too much for me to bear.) On the surface, the answer is no, it’s not fair, but life is not about fairness. It is about God —His plan, His purpose, and His authority.

 

Setting the Scene

As we look at the story of Job, let’s begin with the moral of the story. It takes forty-two chapters to get there, but in one sentence, God is sovereign. Job was a righteous man who worshiped God. He had everything—wealth, prosperity, family, health, status, and faith in God. Satan believed that Job was only faithful to God because of his immense success, so he challenged Job’s loyalty by asking God to allow him to afflict Job. Knowing Job’s devoted heart, God agreed, and Job faced one loss after another until everything was gone, including his health. Job’s friends came to comfort him, but instead they insisted that his suffering was the result of his own sin and they urged him to repent. Job knew he had done nothing wrong, but when he questioned his unjust misery, God essentially told Job that he was not there when God made His plans and created everything, so he could not possibly begin to understand God’s ways. Eventually, Job repented of his questioning and acknowledged that God is right—humans cannot possibly grasp God’s authority and grace. Job ultimately recognized his unworthiness and that he had spoken about things he did not understand (42:3). 

Although Job could not explain the reason for his suffering, the Book of Job offers a biblical perspective on suffering. This book asks whether or not God is just. If Job is suffering as a righteous and blameless man, does God run the world on the principle of justice? Romans 12:19 says that vengeance belongs to God, meaning that it is not our place to seek revenge because He will be the one to judge. This concept emphasizes God’s justice, so there must be another explanation for Job’s seemingly unjust suffering. In Job’s confusion about how a good God can allow a blameless person to suffer, he questions God. It is the same question that plagues us as believers today. The concept that the good should prosper and the bad should suffer lays the groundwork for the book of Job. This is called retribution theology. In the days of Job, Genesis, and wisdom literature in general, retribution theology was a real expectation. It is even spelled out throughout the Bible. Exodus 21:23–25 states, “if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise” (NIV). That is, punishment should be 

related to the level of the wrongdoing committed. Galatians 6:7 says, “A man reaps what he sows,” showing that individuals are responsible for what they receive in life. 

The book of Job confuses us because it feels as though it leaves our questions about good people suffering unanswered, but the truth is that Job’s wrestling leads him to a greater comprehension of God’s wisdom and goodness. It is through our search to understand suffering that our lives may be changed as we learn to persevere in faith in all circumstances. 

The main ideas in the book of Job are that 1) suffering comes according to God’s mysterious reasons, and 2) God’s wisdom is beyond anything we can ever fathom. The purpose of Job is to examine God’s guidelines about fairness, but we cannot ever truly obtain enough evidence to properly achieve this. Rather, “his justice must be inferred from his wisdom,”2 which is far greater than human wisdom. 

 

Overall Meaning of the Passage

Wisdom is the knowledge of how things work, and it implies good judgment. For Job, this includes living his best life despite his horrific circumstances, but, can Job reconcile what he knows of God with his intense suffering? Job fears God, but he does not have the wisdom to understand why he suffers. In his view, his suffering results from God’s unjust treatment (Job 9:17–19; 16:6–17; 19:7–12, 21).3 He is stuck between the reality of his circumstances and his understanding of God’s character. Job’s doubts come because “the evidence of his eyes tells him that God is dangerous, random, and unpredictable. The faith in his heart tells him that God is righteous and that he is a believer who is in the right before God . . . despite the evidence of randomness and danger.”4 He oscillates between faith and challenging God. It is his faith that causes Job to challenge God. Job laments, grieves, and complains in his misery, but he brings his suffering to God (7:11). He makes sure that God knows that he is being treated unjustly (10:3) because he knows that God can make things right. God seems to be the problem and the solution.5 The first time God responds to Job’s cries, He says, “Who is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? . . . “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?” (38:2,4 NIV).  Here God points out Job’s limited outlook and claims His authority over all creation. After wrestling with God and His role in suffering, Job comes to understand that God can do all things. God is not required to only bless the righteous without any suffering (John 9:2–3). He concedes that he now understands and that before he spoke with limited knowledge about how God runs the world. 

This repentance is the correct response for Job, but if he is innocent, what is he repenting of? He apologizes for cursing the day of his birth, his longing to die, his despair, his arrogance, his complaints against and challenges to God, and for speaking about things of which he knows nothing. He had not sinned by relenting to his friends’ accusations and falsely agreeing with them; rather, his repentance includes his attitude and own words during his ordeal. It was not sin that caused his suffering, so there was no need to repent of some earlier sin. This realization allows Job to move past his frustration. Once Job repents for speaking of things he knows nothing about and questioning God’s wisdom, God restores his health, then doubles his success, family, and wealth. 

Rather than expecting fairness, Job calls us to submit “to the mysteries of God’s world…. Like us, Job does not need to know more; rather, he needs to learn a humble and yet intimate relationship with God that enables him to embrace his creatureliness.”6 Did you catch that? This is the solution to enduring suffering on earth—to “submit to the mysteries of God’s world.” We do not need to know why we suffer. Although we always want answers, the remedy is to accept our circumstances and trust God’s plan. In God’s divine design, unjust suffering is a part of His plan to make things right again. Eventually Job recognizes that God can and will use this suffering for His godly purposes.

With Job’s humble submission to God, Satan’s accusations of Job’s false loyalty are proven untrue. Job’s faith in God has prevailed. Through God’s allowance of Job’s suffering, He provides comfort for Job and all those sufferers yet to come (2 Cor 1:4). That’s you and me! 

 

Discussion of Individual Verses

Job 42:2: “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted.”

Here, Job comes to realize that there is nothing God cannot do. God is omnipotent (all-powerful), and whatever He wants is what will happen (Matt 19:26; Dan 4:35) for His good purposes. Nothing can derail God’s plans. God can turn Job’s intense suffering into good, and He will at the end of time. This gives Job the strength to endure. He realizes that universal judgment does not belong to humans. As Job expresses his assumption about God and his own lack of knowledge, he recognizes that in God’s ability to “do everything,” God could also comfort Job and assure him of His presence. God explains that if He can control the evil creatures, Behemoth and Leviathan (chs. 40–41), then He can certainly manage Job’s life. God’s wisdom and justice reign.

 

Job 42:3: “You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.” 

“You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’” God’s question to Job refers back to the similar questions He asked Job earlier in 38:3 and 40:7. It is more of a rhetorical question to remind Job of God’s sovereignty.

“Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.” Job admits his pride, ignorance, and lack of understanding about God’s design for creation. This stresses his new awareness of his finite understanding in comparison to God’s infinite wisdom. Since Job cannot even comprehend the natural world (chs. 38–41), he cannot begin to preach about a righteous world or instruct God about anything. Instead, Job could learn from the suffering God allowed in his life. In his most intense anguish, Job said things he now regrets because he doubted the goodness of God and the fairness of His judgment. Here, he returns to his previous state of satisfaction, leaving things in God’s hands (cf. Ps 131). Through his negative description of his own wisdom, Job affirms the wisdom of God.7 This new insight confirms that the classical retribution theory of Proverbs may have been misunderstood. As Job recognizes his own limitations, he is showing that he understands the point of God’s speeches. He recognizes the complexity of the universe and that he will never understand the mysteries of God. Job agrees with God that he was guilty and spoke about things that were beyond his ability to comprehend. In faith, Job acknowledges that God is true to justice in His authority over the cosmos. 

 

Job 42:4: “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.’” 

“You said” recalls God’s words from his first speech (38:3). 

“’Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.’” Job knows he is unable to answer any of God’s questions. Here, Job stops challenging God (31:35–40) and instead asks God if he may speak. This is where Job shifts his understanding and interaction with God. This verse shows the importance of communicating with God. Since Job is willing to have a mutual exchange with God, he proves his humility, faith, and need to connect with God. Actively bringing laments, concerns, and questions to God as well as listening for His reply is important in our relationship with God, but ultimately, we have to trust His ways. Job admits that his search for the wisdom to explain his suffering can never be answered because the wisdom of God exceeds his own understanding. 

 

Job 42:5: “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.” 

“My ears had heard of you.” This “hearing” is to understand in an intellectual way. 

“My eyes have seen you.” This statement does not imply that Job saw a vision. He is simply saying that this experience with God is real and personal. “Seeing God” is a metaphor for God’s presence. God is not hidden. In the past Job’s knowledge of God was only what he had heard (God’s message), but now it is a genuine firsthand experience. As Job reflects on his previous obliviousness, his thinking undergoes a transformation. Through his encounter with God, Job can now see that his understanding is limited. This is an essential feature of faith. “Seeing” God is not a literal sense of the word, rather it is knowing that God is with us in our troubles. It is having a real and personal relationship with God as opposed to simply “hearing.”

Job’s deepest desire to see his Redeemer (Savior, Defender) with his own eyes is fulfilled (19:25–27). In his state of awe, Job’s complaints seem insignificant. Job had referred to God hiding (23:8–9), and He is no longer hidden. In Job 19:25–27, Job’s desire to see God was clear, so now that he has a better perspective after talking to God, he says his “eyes have seen” God. This is a furthering of Job’s belief in God’s presence and immeasurable wisdom. The most important aspect of being in relationship with God is simply loving Him and abiding in His presence. Knowing God is more valuable than knowing all the answers. 

 

Job 42:6: “Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes” 

Scholars consider this verse to be the most significant passage in the Book of Job. 

“I despise myself.” Job repents in humility with this statement. This could be translated as “I reject what I said,” withdrawing his previous uninformed statements, foolish words, and accusations against God for treating him unfairly. 

“Repent in dust and ashes.” Sitting in ashes and wearing sackcloth was a physical sign of mourning or showing remorse in Job’s day. Job is sorry for what he said and mourns his foolish statements. While Job never loses his faith in God, after confronting Him, Job changes directions in his thinking. This shift comes from his interaction with and understanding of God. He is not saying that his complaints were unfounded; rather, he now realizes that they are no longer proper. Although Job’s questions have not been answered, Job comes to understand that God, not Job, is in control. This realization strengthens Job’s faith. After all, humankind is formed from dust from the ground (Gen 2:7 ESV) and will return to dust (Gen 3:19), meaning that the wisdom of people can never compare to that of the 

 

God who created humanity. This indicates that we will always be limited in our understanding of suffering. 

 

Theological Reflections

Theological themes in the book of Job include the character of God, faith, retribution theology, and the meaning of human suffering. Let’s take a look at each theme:

Character of God: Job knows the character of God to be holy (Job 6:10), wise (Job 9:4; 12:13), and all-powerful (Job 6:14), allowing Him to do as He pleases (Job 23:13). God is all-knowing and all-seeing (Job 28:24), the creator of constellations (Job 9:7–8) and humanity (Job 10:8–12; 31:15). Job also knows that God is sovereign (Job 12:15, 23; 14:5), forgiving (Job 14:16–17), and can do things that no human mind can comprehend (Job 9:10). Job also believes God to be a merciful judge (Job 9:15).

Faith: Job proves his faith through his unwavering loyalty to God despite immeasurable suffering. Faith tells Job that God is good and He is in control, so he says, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). Through all his loss, Job maintains his trust in God. When Job’s wife suggests that he “curse God and die” (2:9 NIV), Job tells her she is being foolish and acknowledges that God gives both good and trouble (2:10). He continues to have faith in God’s good purpose.

Retribution Theology: Job 42:2–6 explains that humanity misunderstands and misapplies retribution theology. The concept that the righteous are rewarded and the wicked are punished is similar to the covenant in Deuteronomy that says that blessing and curses for Israel are correlated with obedience or disobedience to God (Deut 28). Our misunderstanding is that retribution comes in this life. This is faulty theology. Job questions God because he cannot reconcile God’s goodness as he knows it with the suffering he is experiencing. God teaches Job that suffering is not just the result of sin, and Job comes to realize that true justice is up to God and is not guaranteed while on earth. This is accurate theology.

Meaning of human suffering: Job 42:2-6 is the theological crux of the book. While retribution theology was a strongly held theological belief, it does not always explain suffering. We, and Job’s friends, want everything to fit into a neat little box, but innocent suffering does not fit into that box. Like Job, we tend to complain about unjust suffering. God can handle our complaints, but, we would be mistaken to think that suffering is senseless or without purpose.

There is a poem called “Life is but a Weaving” (written by Grant Tullar but made famous by Corrie ten Boom) whose main idea is that life is like a tapestry. We see the underside with all the ugly knots and hanging threads, but God sees the upper side as He weaves together a beautiful picture. We cannot see the upper side from down here, so we cannot begin to understand the complete design God has planned; therefore, we need to trust that God is weaving something magnificent. Our suffering is part of what makes the tapestry beautiful. 

Suffering reveals our desperate need for God. Here we come to understand that the message of Job is not so much about our actual suffering; rather it is about our relationship with God. When we can accept our suffering, we may even see it as God’s grace toward us, drawing us closer to Him as it reveals God’s true nature. Just recently, I came to understand that same act of grace in my own life, and through it I drew closer to God. He chose me for the particular purpose of sharing my story to encourage you in your faith. In my suffering, limping, weakness, and all the rest of it, this is how I am able to serve Him. I know that sounds a little crazy. I mean, who would want to suffer? God has chosen each of His children to fulfill a certain role, and mine is to encourage you. When I look at it from that perspective, I see it as a blessing.

Throughout history, Job’s name has become synonymous with patience and humility. Years later, James refers to Job’s steadfastness and faithfulness under trials in the New Testament (Jas 1:12; 5:11). Rather than answering our questions, the focus is put on God who has all the answers—whether or not He chooses to share those answers with us. The basis of Christian theology has not changed over time. It is to worship God and trust Him and His purposes. 

 

Pointing to Jesus

Our confession in the resurrecting power of Christ is paramount to our ultimate retribution and salvation. On this side of the cross, we can see that the Book of Job points to Jesus (16:19–21; 19:25–27). Jesus suffered immensely, incurring great torture, but upon His resurrection, God’s purpose was revealed. This was the only way for God to save humanity. Jesus’s suffering is part of God’s plan, and so is ours. It occurs to me that my suffering may be accomplishing part of God’s plan too. What if the only way for God to weave everything together includes our suffering? Just as we need faith in Jesus for our salvation, we need faith to accept that our misery is part of that very same plan. 

Job understands that he has a redeemer (19:25) who is his final restoration. And so do we. The only answer is found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus experienced suffering on earth just as we do. Although He was blameless, Jesus suffered on the cross so that we would not have to. His death took on our ultimate suffering (eternity without God). In the meantime, we will continue to suffer on earth, making a book like Job necessary. 

 Like Job, Jesus is the innocent sufferer; and like Job, He also cried out in His agony on the cross (Matt 27:46). Just like Jesus, Job, in the midst of his suffering, intercedes for his unrighteous friends in order to reconcile them to God. We are like those unrighteous friends when we mistakenly believe that suffering is always the direct consequence of our sin instead of a more complicated reality.

Job 26 reveals that Job expects to see God, hinting at his recognition of the coming of the new heaven and earth (Job 14:12; Heb 1:10–12). It is through this faith that we are united with Christ and share in His everlasting fate. 

The story of Job is a precursor to the story of Jesus. Like Job, Christ shows us how we are to live and how God created humanity in the first place. Jesus is the mystery of God (Col 2:2–3), and He embodies the wisdom of God. Jesus never sinned, yet in His righteousness and perfection He suffered immeasurably to reconcile us to God forever. Sometimes there is no explanation for suffering. Like Job, we may suffer because of our righteousness, and there is blessing in that (Matt 5:10). Things in the here and now are temporary—good and bad, joy and suffering. They all fade away when we look to Jesus. In other words, “our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2 Cor 4:17 NIV). Even when we think God has abandoned us, He is always there. His love for us is shown through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus which is the ultimate display of God’s unfailing love.

 

Application

My friend and I have a joke that if we ran the world, it would be a better place. The truth is, we are not equipped to run the world, nor can we see things from God’s perspective. Just as Job realizes that his knowledge and understanding are incomplete, we recognize that we will never have the wisdom and power of God. It is our role to humbly submit to God’s sovereignty, knowing that His ways are higher than ours. Scripture promises us trials and suffering in this world (John 16:33). Suffering deepens faith. We were never promised that things would be easy. Recovery may not happen the way we want or at all, so we get frustrated, but God is faithful in the midst of our suffering. He can do anything. 

When life is good, we tend to forget God and lose our ability to be a good witness for Him. Others see God when they watch us endure trials faithfully. True faith believes no matter what. God does not waste anything. He has a purpose for everything. When the distance between our suffering and His promises is great, we need to pray. He welcomes our questions and laments. He knows it is hard, but He wants us to depend on Him.

We know that God’s plans are for our good because the Bible tells us so in Romans 8:28: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (NIV). It can be difficult to view our suffering as “for our good,” but this passage displays God’s plan of redemption for His people. “Good” is defined in God’s terms whereas we tend to incorrectly define “good” as success, wealth, and health. Rather, God will work all things for “good” by turning our current suffering into future glory which is our transformation to the image of Christ and sharing in His glory in heaven. It is through our trials that we grow, allowing us to develop our faith and character. Our character, our love for others, and our relationship with God are the only things we take with us to heaven. That sounds pretty important.

Trials come in many forms—relationships, finances, and health to name a few. Job experienced all of them at once. Through his suffering, Job came to recognize God’s supremacy and that we do not need to be ruled by our circumstances. When I can remember that, I realize that my suffering is part of God’s plan. His will can be accomplished through my suffering. Nothing in God’s plan is inconsequential or without reason.

Job 42:2–6 is the key to understanding suffering: We are to trust God’s sovereignty and goodness in the midst of our suffering even though we do not understand. This is not easy. Sometimes it is a moment-by-moment decision. Sometimes we flip-flop between trust and doubt. That’s okay. God understands. The Book of Job shows us that God has His mysterious reasons for what He does, and His wisdom far surpasses anything we could ever even begin to comprehend. God may or may not restore us here on earth—like He did Job—but you can count on full restoration in heaven. What a comforting thought. We do not need to have all the answers. In other words, we do not need to know why we suffer. We just need to trust that God is control. And ultimately, the more time we spend choosing faith, the more peace, acceptance, and joy we will have in our lives. 

The ministry that God has placed on my heart is to help those who are suffering to have faith in Him. My hope is that you can relate my story to your own story of suffering. Just like Job, I am trying to make sense of unjust suffering. Mine is a grief that will not reach resolution in this life. Job 42:2–6 reminds us of the importance of humility, repentance, and trusting God and His plan. Job also teaches us that it is acceptable to turn to God with our laments, frustration, and questions. I do this often. Though it may be difficult at times, I eventually remember to trust Him and His plan for my life. It is in the highly intense seasons of suffering that we need Him the most. Every time my suffering intensifies, I seek God (after a good cry and lots of chocolate), and, like Job, my relationship with Him deepens as I learn to trust His sovereignty and wisdom. That is the blessing in the suffering. The only way we can line up our lives with God’s perfect plan is by trusting in His wisdom and authority. We certainly cannot do it on our own, nor were we meant to. To accomplish this, we must seek His direction through prayer, studying Scripture, and following the leading of the Holy Spirit. If we are willing to humble ourselves to hear His message, His wisdom will guide us. 

Today, we struggle with the same questions and concerns as Job did, but God is not under any obligation to answer. The only solution is to accept suffering as part of God’s sovereign plan. It has been said that “If God was small enough to be understood, he wouldn’t be big enough to be worshiped.”8 Job’s ultimate goal is to be in relationship with God (Ps 27:4) and to believe that God is good. In his pain, he still states that his “Redeemer lives” (19:25). His faith cannot be overcome. 

Although it may appear that God is silent, He is always at work. I would love to get a peek at God’s playbook, but that is not His will. Life on earth is about our relationship with God. Faith picks up where explanation stops. It says, “I trust you to handle this God.” We must ask ourselves if we trust God, even in the midst of our suffering. “God is indeed good, and his purposes will be accomplished in the end; but this journey must be lived by embracing the mystery and wonder of human life in this world.”9

Just as Job realizes that suffering serves as a refining process, suffering continues to bring me closer to God as I learn to trust Him more and more. I know that sounds counterintuitive, but if I do not trust Him in my suffering, I will fall deep into despair. It is only in knowing that my suffering serves His purposes that I can find peace. When God chooses us to suffer for His purposes, it is actually a compliment that He trusts us to be His hands and feet here on earth. It is not about you or me. It is about God. God is sovereign and we do not need to know any more than what He shows us. We only need to live in relationship with Him, trusting His wisdom, and waiting for the day when Christ returns to end our suffering. May we, like Job, find peace and clarity in surrendering ourselves to the wisdom and power of our Creator.

Job teaches us that: (1) Sometimes there is no explanation for suffering; (2) We must trust God’s plan even when we do not understand; and (3) We must endure in faithfulness even in the face of trials. The happy ending of the story is that the righteous will be rewarded with the greatest prize of all time —Christ and eternity in heaven (Rom 8:18). 

 

 

 

 

 


The Details

Literary and Historical Context

Author: The author of the Book of Job is unknown, so the assumption is that the writer is irrelevant to the message. 

Date: Since the author cannot be determined, it is also difficult to definitively determine the time period during which Job was written, indicating its irrelevancy as well. The message is timeless making it more important than the author and date; however, scholars have speculated various dates for the writing. A patriarchal time period, most notably the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has been suggested; however, the book does not refer to “the land of Israel, the priesthood, and the temple as would be typical for a patriarchal timeframe. But it was still connected to the Israelite faith—with its insistence on the justice of God.”10 The entire Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) and the Old Testament Historical Books go back and forth between Israel’s faithfulness with resulting success and rebellion accompanied by anguish, so the book of Job is fitting in this context. One indicator for patriarchal times is the life of Job himself. He (1) lived at a time when fortune was determined by the number of animals one owned (1:3); (2) he was still offering sacrifices (1:5); and (3) he was famous in his day as a man of great righteousness (Ezek 14:14, 20; Jas 5:11).11 

Other indicators point to a writing in the time of Solomon (970– 931 BC) since the book assumes the individual retribution theology found in the book of Proverbs.12 Some
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