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To enter the heart of Jesus we need to offer our own heart to Him at the entrance. There is room for only one heart, His. Then, we will start to love Jesus with an undivided heart because as Pastor Ray Pitchard maintained ‘To love the Lord with an undivided heart means to avoid our lives to be scattered in a thousand directions’ (preceptaustin.org).

However, the world, the demons and the flesh are coming towards us always to divide our hearts and to rip them of any devotion to our Father in heaven.

“Adam and Eve's disobedience to God through the mental tricks of Satan initiated the corruption of man's heart. This began not only their corruption but also this present, evil world. When we are born, innocent of any sin of our own, we enter into a 6,000-year-old, ready-made world that is permeated with the spirit of Satan and his demons, as well as with the evil cultures they generated through a thoroughly deceived mankind. In consequence, unbeknownst to us, we face a double-barreled challenge to our innocence: from demons as well as from this world” (John W. Ritenbaugh, 2006. Communication and Leaving Babylon (Part Three). bibletools.org).

In his book, A Matter of the Heart. Meditations on the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Consecrated Life, Rev. James Kubicki, S.J., (2010) maintained that “the journey from the head to the heart is a journey of a thousand miles, and noted that [being] configured to Christ means having a love of God at the center of our being so that all our thoughts, feelings, words and deeds radiate from that fiery core, and the author added that In 1 Corinthians 7:34, [The apostle Paul told us that] “There is only one truly ‘undivided heart’-the Heart of Jesus”. (pp. 11,12-13).

The author said, “We pray that our two hearts -Jesus’ Heart and our hearts—may beat as one in their love of the Father and His love for every human being, and asked: For how anyone could be configured to Christ without His Heart?” (p.15).

Kubicki (2010), noted that in his poem about Advent, W. H. Auden said: ‘As long as the self can say ‘I’, it is impossible not to rebel.’ And the history of our race proves him correct” (p.35). 

Finally, the author determined that “the vow of obedience is achieved only through humility. And that humility is a heart emptied of self-will to be filled with God’s will. This emptying, however, is not easy. Jesus struggled to do the will of the Father (Lk 22:42). Our obedience is [certainly] not the worldly freedom to ‘do your thing’ or have it ‘my way’, because worldly freedom enslaves. Our radical obedience gives us the true freedom to be the persons God created us to be. By reflecting on the poor, chaste and obedient Heart of Jesus, Kubicki concluded- we learn more about how we are to live our vows” (pp. 36, 37, 47. Institute on Religious Life, Inc.).

What Jesus wants is for us to be detached from all temptations that can prevent us from entering into His undivided heart.
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Towards the greatest wealth, the greatest freedom, and the greatest love
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Jesus was poor, obedient and chaste, and these characteristics of His personality were part of His undivided love for His Father, and toward His creatures. The son of Man did not want any riches from this world, always obeyed the will of God, and was sinless and pure in mind and body.

If we want to have our hearts beating along with Jesus’ heart and to see through the heart of Jesus with our hearts, this is the road we must follow: poverty, chastity, and obedience to the will of God. The idea is to get as close as humanly possible to the undivided heart of Jesus through establishing a personal similitude to His life on this earth, as a way to keep the world from distracting our souls.

[No wonder why] “religious vows in the form of the three evangelical counsels of chastity, poverty, and obedience were first made in the twelfth century by Francis of Assisi and his followers, the first of the mendicant orders. These vows are made now by the members of all Roman Catholic religious institutes founded subsequently (cf. 1983 Code of Canon Law, can. 573) and constitute the basis of the other regulations of their life and conduct” (Gribble, Richard, 2011. The Challenge of Religious Life in the United States Today. American Catholic Studies. 122 (1): 37–38). 

Unfortunately, we can see that many religious institutions in Christianity have failed to truly follow these three evangelical counsels, following instead the lures of the Evil One, through achieving material wealth, and engaging in sexual immorality and disobedience to the will of our Father in heaven.

It is not that we should become a member of a mendicant order or enter into a religious order but still in the world in which we live as followers of Jesus, spiritual poverty can mean not being swept away by offers to purchase countless and useless objects that are not essential in our lives and that only appeal to the aggrandizement of our ego. Chastity is found by rejecting pornography, and sexual immorality and not giving in to impure desires that only darken our bodies, thus preventing them from being a pure receptacle for the Holy Spirit. And Obedience to our heavenly Father means to always being attentive to what His will is asking us to do in every moment of our existence.

Salvation is certainly an individual enterprise, as we have seen many times through our religious history when the Catholic saint's behind religious orders, -individuals full of the holy spirit in their hearts- after leaving this world, the orders they founded declined and lost their spiritual brilliance and usefulness for their world such as in the case of Saint Francis and Clare of Assisi, Saint Benedict or Saint Ignatius of Loyola, to mention some founders of important religious organizations. Nowadays examples of these spiritual decline abound in many Christian denominations because in these the presence of the Holy Spirit in nowhere to be found.

“It is possible to be rich, married and held in honour by all men, and yet keep the Commandments and enter heaven. God is a good provider for those who follow His will and bless their marriages with true love if they are faithful to their wives and pure in their hearts” (Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 4. New York: Robert Appleton Company. Retrieved 2 May 2019).
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“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon”.

Matthew 6:24, RSV2CE.
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The Heart of the world, and the world of Mammon


[image: ]


Jesus warns us that earthly possessions can threaten our undivided love for God (RSV2CE). Christians began to use ‘mammon’ as a term that was used to describe gluttony, excessive materialism, greed, and unjust worldly gain (RSV).

Gregory of Nyssa, Bishop of Nyssa in Cappadocia, venerated as a saint in Eastern Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Oriental Orthodoxy, Anglicanism, and Lutheranism (372-394) also asserted that Mammon was another name for Beelzebub, a major demon” (Graef, Hilda, 1954. The Lord's Prayer: The Beatitudes. P.83)

And regarding material possessions, where is the heart of our world, and how it affects our hearts?

The heart is the core and the center of a living being or entity.

If our treasure is not the kingdom of God, and if we sin within our hearts desiring with lust the woman of our neighbour, and if we do not love God above everything else and our neighbour as ourselves, then we belong to the heart of the world, and our hearts have been hardened by it because our treasure currently lies in material attachments, wealth, money, power over others, and the sensuality of the flesh.

Money is the lifeblood of the modern economy (J. Henry, 2023), and the blood that sustains the life and survival of countless human beings. 

Where is the source of all this money-blood pumping? Is it only the by-product of the economic interaction of world societies?

No, this pumping has a core, a center and a heart, located behind the big corporations and the leading financial institutions
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