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  A Note for Parents and Educators

  A note for parents and educators appears in the printed edition.
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  Hello, friends. Ready? Today we are reading about Kit again.

  Kit made something really special. Do you remember what it is called? It is called the Steady Sippy.

  Kit invented it. Kit made it with his own hands. But today, someone made something that looks like the Steady Sippy, and people are confused.

  Uh-oh.
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  So Kit is going to learn something really important. Every maker needs their very own mark, a mark that says, "This is mine. I made this." Let's warm up with a stamping game.

  Make one hand into a flat shape like a stamp. Now press it down on the other hand. Stamp.

  Stamp. Stamp. Now do it in the air.

  Stamp up high.
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  Stamp down low. Stamp to the side. Great stamping.

  Give yourself a big thumbs up if you tried it. Now, while I read, look for Kit's special mark, and every time you hear the word stamp, press your hand down like a stamp. Ready?

  Now I will read the story. Uh-oh, someone made something that looks like the Steady Sippy, but it does not work. Look closely at the pictures.

  Does it look the same?
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  Shake your head yes or no. People are confused. Did Kit make that one?

  Kit says, "No, that's not mine." Say it with Kit, "That's not mine." Spark says, "Josie can fix this." Josie arrives with her star. Reach your arms out wide. That is how excited Josie is to help.

  Josie puts her star on everything she makes. When people see my star, they know it's from Josie. Point to your heart and say, "That is my star." "You need your own stamp," says Josie.

  Kit and Josie draw together.
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  Move your finger in the air like you are drawing something wonderful. Kit's stamp, a smiley juice box wearing an orange beanie. Kit stamps it on every Steady Sippy.

  Press your hand stamp down three times. One, two, three. Now everyone knows if it has Kit's stamp, it's the real one.

  Touch your nose if you would recognize Kit's stamp. Your special stamp tells the world, "I made this, and it's the real deal." Put your hand over your heart and say, "I made this." Now let's talk about the story. Take a quiet breath and think.

  Here is the first question: Why were people confused at the beginning of the story?
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Everyone Knows It's Mine!

A Note for Parents and Educators

Every logo your child recognizes is a trademark. The golden arches. The swoosh. The
bitten apple. Before children can read, they can identify brands by their marks. This book
takes that intuition and flips it: instead of recognizing someone else’s mark, children create
their own.

In Book 12 of Kit’s Little Sparks, someone copies one of Kit’s inventions, The Steady Sippy,
but the copy doesn’t work. People are confused, and Kit is frustrated. Josie arrives with
her signature star stamp and a simple solution: make your own mark so people always
know the real thing. Kit designs a small gear and stamps it on every Steady Sippy. Prob-
lem solved. This is trademark law at its most basic: a symbol that identifies the source of
a product. It tells the world who made it, and it builds trust. When people see Kit’s stamp,
they know it works. When they don't see it, they know to be cautious.

Your child already does this naturally with stickers, name labels, and drawings on school
supplies. This book gives that instinct a purpose. After reading, try the “My Special Stamp”
activity together. Help your child draw a simple symbol that represents him, something he
can draw from memory in a few seconds. Practice it five times. Then stamp it on some-
thing he made. That’s his maker’s mark. Every time he puts it on a creation, he’s saying: “I
made this, and 'm proud of it.”
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