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Moonlight Gets Served

 

A Dick Moonlight PI Short

By Vincent Zandri

 


 

CHAPTER 1

 

I’m sitting at my desk in the second-floor office loft having a drink and cleaning my gun -when I hear the footsteps running, not walking, up the wood stairs. 

“Heels,” I tell myself. “Most definitely high heels.”

I set the semi-automatic onto the desk, grab the bottle of Jack, do my best to shove it into the bottom drawer. But she’s already entered the office before I can manage to get the bottle from desktop to bottom desk drawer. Moonlight the slow-on-the-draw.  

“Fuck it,” I whisper to myself and set the bottle back down on the desk where it belongs in the first place. In fact, I set it right beside a sealed envelope that contains a summons and a set of divorce papers that are supposed to go to a lawyer who works in the high rent district down on State Street. I might have delivered it during normal business hours, but my client requested that I deliver it to a certain downtown Albany address at a certain hour of the early evening when for certain he’d be shacking up with his illicit affair. Sounded like a decent enough idea to me, even though it meant I’d be working late . . . again. But, as usual, I badly needed an injection of cashesh into a thoroughly hemorrhaged bank account. 

“Can you help me?” she says out-of-breath. “Help me, please.”

First thing I notice, besides her panicked state, is how attractive she is with her long dark hair all mussed up. Big green eyes. Long legs. Nice rack. All of it neatly packaged in a tight, sleeveless lime-green dress that shows off gym-toned arms covered in tats. And those heels? Stilettos. Red. My favorite kind. 

“What is it you need?” I ask. “As you can see, I’m kind of busy.”

“I’ve just been robbed,” she says. “Or, I mean, I’m being robbed.” Some of the mascara painted around her eyes is running down her face along with her tears. She’s really upset and if my eyes don’t deceive me, a little strung out. 

“Why don’t you call the cops?” I suggest. “And what did you say your name was again?”

“I’m Carissa,” she says. “And you’re a detective, aren’t you? Says so on the sign nailed to the wall downstairs.”

I should learn to lock the door at night. 

“Yeah, Carissa,” I say, leaning back in my swivel chair. “But I’m private. It’s not like I can arrest whoever robbed you or is, at present, robbing you.”

She takes a step forward. Inhales. Exhales. When she pouts with those thick red lips, my heart sinks into my stomach.  

“I can’t exactly go to the police,” she says. “Not in my line of work.”

A lightbulb flashes on over my head. Sometimes my brain doesn’t always work as quickly as it should. I’m lucky to be alive, truth be told. Not many men can
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